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Jason says

Thisis pretty much the worst book I've ever read. | would've give it zero stars but then it would look like |
didn't rateit. This book highlights what is wrong with modern American Christianity. "Dear God, please
make merich..." What a bunch of crap, and yes | read the entire thing. Prayer of Jabez servesavery big
purposein my life: | shoved it under the front of an old bookshelf so that it won't tip over forward, dumping
out all of my good books.

Wilkinson is the biggest faux-scholar moron who's ever been published. Feel freeto talk to meif you ever
want my unabridged and uncensored thoughts.

v lbrahim v says

It didn't take much time to send this book to its doomed destiny where it really belongs: the garbage can. |
found it in a used bookstore where they give away free books which they get inundated with. | was so
thrilled to get my own copy for free. | love always to read books on prayer. The book is very "American” and
I mean here" American Christianity"”, Evangelical style where it is mere business, selling and marketing.
Indeed, one doesn't swerve too much from the truth when one says that when God came to the East, people
there worshipped him and even fought over him, when he came to Europe, they sadly abandoned him, but
when God came to Americathey made abusiness, a profit out of him. The book is simply about how you can
use God for whatever you can get from him. As a Christian, according to that book, you have to think BIG
and dream BIG and pray BiG and so on! It reminds me of this big hamburger in America and everything is
large and extralarge even in foods and drinks. | kept reading the book in the hope | would get something out
of it, but it is the same flashy, media-craving type of religiosity, and no content. The author in al chutzpa
bragged that he had 9,000 people hearing him preaching on his trademark sermon of the prayer of Jabez. It is
about him and how much big of a preacher heis. Thisis Americawhere it’sfull of mega churches and
preachers are like movie stars and enjoy being pulpit stars. By the way, prayer is afavourite topic of mine. |
have read as many as | could when | was aMuslim and when | converted to Christian. Frankly, | have read
Muslim books on prayer that are more inspiring and blessed than this book! Jesus says to seek the Kingdom
of God first and foremost and all else will be added as a bonus when we least expect it, but not what these
super-star American flashy preachersin the Evangelical Christian media. No wonder | get turned off by
Christian TV herein the States. Thisis frankly the worst book | have ever read in my entire life on prayer. It
isaform of prostitution of what is Divine for utilitarian purposes. Tagore the Hindu did afar superior job in
his prayers, for crying out loud!

Patty Hearts Dave says

And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying,
"Oh that you would bless me indeed,

and enlarge my territory,

that Y our hand would be with me,



and that Y ou would keep me from evil,
that | may not cause pain!"
So God granted him what he requested.

Thisisaversein the New King James Version of the Bible from 1 Chronicles 4:10. It seems almost
misplaced with the more than 500 names of the Hebrew family tree. Bruce Wilkinson explains that Jabez
means "pain." Name meanings were a big thing in Jabez'stime. A person's name defined him. Jabez wanted
what God did in hislife to define him, not his name.

Bruce Wilkinson explains the verse, line by line.

Oh that you would bless meindeed - It's not wrong to ask for God to bless you the way He wants to bless
you. Jabez didn't ask God to bless him with specific things, he just asked to be blessed. Thisis not being
selfish, it's asking God to give you al He has for you.

And enlarge my territory - Jabez wanted a bigger "territory" so he could do more for God. He knew he was
born for more than just being known as one who caused pain. When our territory gets bigger we are reaching
more people for God.

That Y our hand would be with me - Jabez knew he needed to depend on God to be able to do things for Him.
Having God's hand on your life is having God's presence and power. Jabez wanted to be directed by God.

And that Y ou would keep me from evil - Jabez knew that with all of God's blessings he might fall into
temptation of thinking how great he was. Also, because we are doing what God wants usto do, the devil is
going to try to stop us, by sending evil our way.

This book can be misinterpreted very easily. People think that by praying this prayer that they will be blessed
with every desire of their heart. The truth is that you will, if you are praying the way God would have you
pray. Our goal in life should be to lead others to the saving grace of God that we found. If we are loving God
with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our strength like the Bible says, then we will pray Jabez's
prayer the way it isintended.

I have been praying this prayer daily for more than ten years because | want live the life God has planned for
me and not miss out on any blessings from Him. | want all | do to be directed by God and not let evil keep
me from doing al | can for God. Y ou have to read through this book afew times to fully understand what the
verseisall about. | would recommend this book for everyone. Check out this book and see how this
seemingly misplaced verse can change your prayer life.

L aura says

It bothers me alot when people try to predict God's behavior based on just one verse or passage. | felt like
this book was promoting a mantra-style repetition of this prayer and telling people that God will act asa
result. | felt like it was misleading, and | didn't enjoy the book at all.




Liz Linssen says

A quick book to read that will challenge your level of obedience and expectations (at least it did mine!). If
you are looking to bear greater fruit and receive more opportunities to be used by God, then this book will
help you along.

David says

| read this book about 10 or 12 years ago when my pastor at the time gave me acopy to read. At that time it
seemed like everyone in the church was into Jabez and the book was passing hands like hot potatoes... but |
guess | was a bit the odd ball because | just didn't like it. As one author put it so well:

"For Wilkinson, the prayer of Jabez has become the secret to successin every endeavor. God isviewed as a
butler who responds in a mechanical manner when certain words are recited.”

The book makes a mountain of presumption out of alittle verse in the Bible and then suggests that if a
person is not enjoying massive material prosperity in their life, then they have not learned the proper method
of praying like Jabez. Sigh...

| found it kinda funny that for thousands of years, no one ever seemed to have heard of Jabez among
Christians... | certainly don't remember reading about him growing up in church world... but then, all of the
sudden, we're supposed to believe that THIS isthe be-all end-all key to financial prosperity in life for every
Christian...

Another author in response this book wrote alittle book of his own called "The Prayer of Jesus' to which |
chuckled because it was obvious that author was annoyed with the Jabez fad as well. When the disciples of
Jesus came to Him and asked Him how they should pray, He didn't tell them to go look up Jabez in the scrall
and pray like that! Furthermore, Jesus didn't tell them to beg for prosperity. He said to simply pray that God
would give them their daily bread and keep them from evil.

The opening statement in the book says: "l want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God
ALWAY S answers... | believeit contains the key to alife of extraordinary favor with God..."

Wow! Always answers? Really? Are you sure? Funny that a prayer so critically important that God is
ALWAY S obligated to answer doesn't appear ANY WHERE else in Scripture and which God NEVER once
commanded anyone on planet earth to pray! God's ways are much higher than our ways and certainly His
path doesn't always make immediate sense to us. Jesus, as a matter of fact, told usthat in thislifeit wasa
guarantee that we would suffer and even that we would be hated by many just because we followed Him. He
also prayed for His followers and asked that the Father not take them out of the world to escape from
suffering, but to keep them through it. The apostle Paul talked about suffering hardship, sickness and poverty
but still counting it al joy. The apostles repeatedly taught that we should be content with what we have and
not greedy. Y et, somehow, Mr. Wikinson, ignores all thisinstruction and instead teaches that if you pray a
rote prayer (the exact same prayer, verbatim from Jabez), every day, over and over, that God must grant you

prosperity!

Strange... Did he forget that Jesus said (in Matthew 6:7):



"And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they
will be heard for their many words."

Seems Scripture actually indicates that thisis exactly NOT the way to get your prayers answered.

Where is the humility in all this? Where isthe realization of God's sovereignty? Where is the trust that God's
ways don't dways make immediate sense to us and we may have to endure hardship on our path? That
doesn't mean God doesn't love us or that we're not praying right...

What really annoys me about this book is that Wilkinson saysthat THIS prayer is THE KEY to alife of
extraordinary favor with God.... Has this guy ever heard of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? God's favor is not
poured out on us because we commit rote prayers. It's given because HE CHOOSES TO out of Hisown
good purposes! God showed the most extraordinary favor of al when He gave His Son on Calvary's Cross!
What more extraordinary kind of favor could there be? God forgiving ALL the sins of mankind and taking
ALL of their punishment upon Himself!!! THINK ABOUT THIS!H!! Such amazing love and unbelievable
(totally unmerited) favor!l NOT BECAUSE OF ANYTHING ANY OF US DID!!!! Who in the world is this
knucklehead to suggest that praying the words of some obscure mention of a dude named Jabez in the Old
Testament over and over, day after day, is THE key above al keysto God's favor? To me thisis absolutely
disgusting to even suggest and | tend to believe that only a person who has not truly experienced arevelation
of the Gospel by the Holy Spirit would dare even think such athing!

| aso remember reading several Roman Cathalic publications at the time that Jabez was so popular and
Catholic |eaders were commenting that they were encouraged by the Protestant excitement over the prayer of
Jabez because, while Protestant Christians have long criticized Catholics for the futility of rote praying (i.e.
the Rosary, etc.), now suddenly they were all jumping on board as though this was God's ultimate will for the
whole world! So Catholics were actually praising Protestants for coming on board with long-held Roman
Catholic mindsets concerning prayer!!!

This book wasa TOTAL turn off for me! Still isl Hey look... I'm glad things worked out awesome for Jabez.
God is good and He loves to bless His people. It's cool to know that God blessed this man... but that doesn't
make one little passage a blanket command or guaranteed result for everyone who copies the same prayer
and repeats it rote hoping to get whatever they cravel The book The Prayer of Jabez, in my opinion, is
basically just aform of Christian witchcraft. Sorry, but that's how | seeit.

Maybe the prayer of Jesusisn't quite asinteresting for some, but the spirit of those words Jesus spoke as an
example for us have always produced blessing in my life... and I'm not talking about rote prayers of the
prayer of Jesus either. | believe Jesus simply gave us an example of how our heart should be in approach to
God. Humility, simplicity, hope, forgiveness, praise, thanksgiving and faithfulness...

Thefollowing (in closing) is the Lord's prayer from the Message paraphrase. How different is the heart of
this prayer from Wilkinson's Jabez concept:

Matthew 6:6-13 - (Jesus said) "Here'swhat | want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won't be
tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will
shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace. The world is full of so-called prayer warriors
who are prayer-ignorant. They're full of formulas and programs and advice, peddling techniques for getting
what you want from God. Don't fall for that nonsense. Thisis your Father you are dealing with, and he
knows better than you what you need. With a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply. Likethis:
Our Father in heaven, Reveal who you are. Set the world right; Do what's best-- as above, so below. Keep us



alive with three square meals. Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. Keep us safe from ourselves
and the Devil. You'rein charge! You can do anything you want! You're ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes.

Douglas Wilson says

A former student asked me about this book, which | had never read. So | read it. Therereally are some
worthwhile thingsin here. Once you discount for the evangelical cheese, which is certainly there (let us be
frank), the principles outlined are perfectly biblical and orthodox. Thisisno "blab it grab it" book. I am now
inclined to think the send up we published some years ago (The Mantra of Jabez) was not entirely fair to
Wilkinson.

David Sarkies says

How to butcher the Bible with one easy verse
3 December 2011

Okay, thisis avery short book, but | tell you what, you can get more out of watching paint dry than actually
reading this book. Somehow | get the impression that Wilkinson prayed the prayer in this book, decided to
then write a book about how it works, and made a mint doing so. In these days of instant gratification a small
book that takes five minutes to read is going to be much more popular than a book that actually addresses
issues but takes a week.

The book looks at asingle verse in the bible (which is always a bad thing to start with) and from it develops
awhole theology which is barely biblical. Okay, God answers prayers, but not necessarily this type of
prayer. The verse, 1 Chronicles 4:10, simply says that a man, Jabez, asked God to enlarge histent, and God
did. For this Wilkinson suddenly decides that God will give us everything we ask. Well, unfortunately that is
not always the case, and God has his own plans and purposes for us. Give me more money so | can livea
more luxurious life. Sometimes that prayer is answered, other timesit is not.

Personally, | can't give any perfect formula on answered prayer just as| can't give any perfect formulafor
getting things out of your boss. To be blunt, if we turn prayer into a method of conjuring success then all of
the sudden prayer ceasesto be prayer. Consider this, Goodreads says that by reading this book we discover
how we can unlock God's miraculous power. That is making God sound like some magic geanie in a bottle
that will grant us three wishes (or even more). Y es, God does love to shower us with gifts, but sometimes
that gift isabrain tumor. In fact a gift ceasesto truly be a gift when we ask for it. If | say to my mum 'l want
that DVD for Christmas and she getsit, isit truly agift? | ask her for DVDs all the time, why isthe DVD at
Christmas any different? To me, it is the giftsthat we don't ask for that are the more precious.

Also get this verse, Jesus suggests that worldly fathers would not give a child ascorpion if the child asks for
an egg. Now, we might believe what we are asking for is an egg, but in reality it is a scorpion. It sort of
reminds me of some girlsthat | have liked. | asked God to pave the way so that | might get together with this



girl, and then cried when God said no. Later | look back on it and realise now that the girl was going to be
bad news. Hey, during one of those encounters | even read this book, and praying the Jabez prayer to get this
girl didn't work either.

L ook, prayer cannot put confined to abook that is more of a self help guide to riches and prosperity. Prayer
is communication and relation building with God. Okay, we may ask God for alot of things, but how often
do we pause to say thankyou? Even when things seem really bad, how often do we pause and actually think
of the good things that are happening. Let us not turn prayer into some mystical formulafor self-
gratification, and return it to that heart felt act of talking with God.

Whitaker says

Matthew 19:24
Mark 10:25
Luke 18:25

Shawn E. says

| think this book is great. | have read the book multiple times. | have also read the reviews on this website. |
find the negative reviews laughable. This book is not for those who are not destitute or not in lack (in some
way) or who do not need God to enlarge your territory in any way. This book is for those who have
experienced sorrow, who desire increase, who need practice in meditating on God's Word day and night.
This book takes one Scripture and teaches the principles of meditating on each of God's promises. its not just
this one scripture that you should meditate on. It's each promise of God everyday. The prayer of Jabez book
clearly teaches increase from God is not always about money. He can increase Hope, peace, and increased in
love, an increase in a sound mind. It is an increase in whatever your soul lacks from God. So, to those who
thought in buying this book you would find the biblical secret to an immediate increase in wealth, | suggest
you go back and re-read the book from a different perspective. A perspective that includes an increase for
your whole self.

Jeanie says

Our church read this together. We cannot manipulate God. This book is more on the focus of what can | get
than on who God is. Y es God does want to bless us, however, our blessing is from our relationship with
Christ and in Christ.

Niecy says

| read this book in a couple of hours which is doable because its so short. Its small but mighty. After reading
reviews on Goodreads, | can draw one conclusion. This book is for those who have reached some level of
maturity on thiswalk. The idea that the message he is spreading is one of new day American Christianity is
upsurd. The message he is spreading hereisone | can totally identify with. There comes adistinct point in



your walk where you desire more. Not more money, monetary gain could never fill you. What you desireisa
thirst to touch more lives, to do more for Gods Kingdom. | prayed this prayer for the first time this morning
and | realized in comparison, my prayers put so many limits on God. This prayer to me and | believeto
others who get it is saying, Lord not my will, but give me the territory you want me to have to make the
biggest impact for You. I'm ready to receiveit.

L eann says

For years I've put off reading this book because | thought it was just a prosperity message: "Pray this prayer,
and you'll get everything you want!" But | was wrong.

Instead | found a book written by someone who has a deep walk with God and who is committed to helping
others develop arelationship with Him.

When discussing the part of the prayer of Jabez that asks God to expand his territory, the emphasis was on
asking God to expand your ministry, not on expanding your stuff.

Overdl, | found this book to be very inspirational and motivating. | recommend it to anyone who wants to
deepen their walk with God.

Natalie Vellacott says

| got asfar as page 20 in this "Christian" best seller, then | read the following
What counts is knowing who you want to be and asking for it

| totally disagree with this statement, since when has the Christian life been about what we want rather than
what God wants and has in mind for us? The author suggests that we can access God's blessings by ritually
praying certain words connected to Jabez, alittle known Bible character. He even tells a story about someone
seemingly on atour of heaven who finds a box of blessings that they didn't ask for and therefore didn't
receive. If wefollow thisthread toitslogical conclusion, we would spend every waking minute listing all of
the possible blessings we can think of in case God has one of them in store for us that might be missed if we
don't speak it into existence.....

This book is another method approach to spirituality yet in reality there are no short-cuts
(http://christianmissionaryuk.blogspot...)

The author claimsto have lived a blessed life since beginning to pray this prayer but how can he possibly
know whether his blessings can be attributed to this prayer or not? The Bible makesit clear that good
things/blessings will fall on the righteous and wicked alike....

Don't waste your time with this. It islittle different to casting spells or speaking positive words over
someone or saying abracadabra. Unbelievable once again that Christians buy into this stuff.....Please just
read your Bible and pray every day, it is a discipline, one that cannot be mastered in just under an hour or in
less than 100 pages of incantations....



Kathy says

| received thislittle book for Christmas from afriend. It's a quick and easy read. It's based on a couple verses
in the Bible (1 Chronicles 4:9-10) about a man named Jabez and a prayer he gave. He uses the New King
James Version and the verses go like this: 9 Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his
mother called his name Jabez,saying, “Because | bore him in pain.” 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel
saying, “Oh, that Y ou would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Y our hand would be with me,
and that Y ou would keep me from evil, that | may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.

He goes on to break down the prayer into four parts and talk about each part and how to apply it in our lives.
He had some good thoughts and insights. Sometimes | felt like he reached too far and assumed too much, but
it was a nice message overall. Some things that stand out to me are the idea of praying for more
responsibilities, more opportunities to grow, more ways to help people, and recognizing that we can only do
those things with his help. If we are not depending on God very much in our lives, maybe we are keeping
things too safe. Maybe we need to stretch ourselves to the point that we need his help. He will provide
opportunities for growth and also the help that we need to achieve that. It is kind of a scary thought to step
out into doing things that are too hard for usto do alone, but | can see the wisdom in that.

| aso liked his thoughts on praying to keep us away from evil. | hadn't thought about it, but generally |
would pray to be strong in the face of temptations and to withstand evil, but | hadn't really thought about
praying to just keep evil and temptation far away from me so | don't even have to deal with it. Sounds nice.
So while | didn't agree with every word, | did find some things that inspired me and got me thinking.




