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From Reader Review Invisible Murder for online ebook

Victoria says

This follow up to The Boy in the Suitcase presents an even wider scope of crime and an almost entirely new
cast of characters. Nina Borg still plays a large role in the events, but the real shining star is a new,
Hungarian Roma character, Sandor. He becomes heartbreakingly entrenched in the plot, through no real fault
of his own. Like in their first book, the conclusion doesn’t feel quite complete with most of the main
characters’ personal storylines left open to interpretation (or perhaps open for more detail in a future volume
in the series). Despite this slightly unfinished feel, the various strands of the plot itself do wind together in an
interesting, and definitely suspenseful, way.

Similar to other Scandinavian thrillers, the authors present a racially divided portrait of Denmark. This
troubled society adds a certain political element to the plot, but definitely not enough of a thread to call this a
political thriller. The scenes outside of Denmark are quite interesting, as well, and the sections revolving
around the treatment of the Roma in particular is not a topic frequently found within the mystery genre. The
translation into English is also very well done, with only a few minimally distracting errors. I really am
looking forward to the third book in the series!! I can’t wait!

Olivermagnus says

This is the second book following The Boy in the Suitcase featuring Danish nurse, Nina Borg. She works at a
Red Cross facility that offers medical care to immigrants living in Denmark. She also occasionally works for
a secret group, called the Network that helps illegal immigrants. She has promised her husband that she will
not work for the Network while he's doing his two weeks of work on an ocean oil drilling platform and will
take care not to put their two children at risk. Of course she is unable to do that and is talked into treating
some sick Hungarian Roma refugees for what appears to be a stomach virus. Before long, one visit leads to
another and Nina finds herself jeopardizing everything and everyone she loves.

Along with Nina, Sandor Horvath, a young Hungarian student, becomes involved. His brother Tamas came
to his university dorm, asked to used his computer, and then left after stealing Sandor's passport. Sandor now
has to travel to Copenhagen and try to find his brother before it's too late. They both are unaware that they
are being tracked by the police as potential terrorists. It's clear from the beginning what's causing the
sickness but the story plays out in a completely unexpected way.

While I enjoyed The Boy in the Suitcase, I really liked this book much more. Nina is not a sympathetic
character in many ways, but I found her reactions to be very realistic. The book is fairly graphic but I didn't
find it overwhelming. It deals with a subject that is uncomfortable to many readers from every nation. I'll
leave it to each reader to do an examination of their own individual and social consciences and say that I
though it was a very suspenseful and thought provoking book. I look forward to picking up the next book in
the series, Death of a Nightingale.



Trish says

This Danish mystery series featuring Red Cross nurse Nina Borg in modern-day Copenhagen follows a long
line of deliciously cosmopolitan and yet delightfully local novels translated and published by Soho Crime.
Reading a few of the mysteries by these illustrious authors will give the reader an indication of the quality
associated with Soho Crime: James Benn, Cara Black, Jassy Mackenzie, Leighton Gage, Timothy Hallinan,
Martin Limon, Peter Lovesay, Qiu Xiaolong, Helene Tursten, Akimitsu Takagi, Matt Benyon Rees. Lene
Kaaberbol and Agnete Friis are in good company. Crime and intrigue is all the more complicated in a Danish
society famously known for its liberality.

Invisible Murder is the story of a young gypsy Hungarian boy seeking to gain some control over the fates of
his family by looting an old hospital left to rot by departing Russian occupiers. He intends to sell leftover X-
ray equipment to the highest bidders in Europe, leaving himself and his family exposed to the most rabid and
calculating bottom-dwellers in the criminal syndicate.

We meet Nina Borg, a Red Cross nurse volunteering outside work with illegal immigrants to Denmark, and
members of the Danish Counterterrorism Units who are chasing whomever accessed known terrorist sites on
the internet while in their jurisdiction. We get a fascinating peek at the concerns of Danish society today, and
the impetus for crime from the most underserved and exploited communities in the EU.

This novel is the second in a series, and as such the authors may have missed an opportunity to present Nina
Borg in the depth first-time readers need to accept her leading role. The book was long and
complicated—perhaps more complicated than it needed to be. Some judicious editing or more time spend
reducing the work to its essentials would have aided our understanding and interest starting out, but the
action picked up in the last third and it stands as a solid entry in this crime series.

Vonia says

I don't get it. These Scandinavians, plain and simple, have a flair for the psychological thriller mystery.

For this series, with our heroine Nina Borg, I hate to admit that I was disappointed. "Nina Borg, a Red Cross
nurse, wife, and mother of two, is a compulsive do-gooder who can't say no when someone asks for help.
Even when she knows better." Sorry, but she doesn't seem very appealing. Her "need to do good" may have
some psychological roots, but ultimately it feels like an annoying, not-quite-believable easy way to explain
away her actions. Which doesn't really work.

It was certainly suspenseful, most of the time. I liked "The Boy in the Suitcase" and "The Invisible Murder"
for their unique crimes and outcomes- not the typical motives of greed or lust. Not sure which I would
choose as better. The former was a more suspenseful page-turner, but the latter, although slower, had a more
rewarding conclusion.

(Spoiler: The boy in the suitcase was being sold for his kidney, because he was the only match for the man's
dying son. The boy in the suitcase is the brother of his adopted son. The invisible murder is the female
villain's scheme to poison the drinking water from a newly built shrine with radiation. These Muslims with
their towels, producing than twice the number of babies as Danish a year, she has read. She has agreed to pay



for the respective paint can with half a million kronor. Detectives are relieved to find out she was not using it
to blow up a million people. Or are they? A slow, silent, "preventative" or "presumptuous" murder,
eliminating the possibility of successful pregnancies for anyone who drinks the water enough? For years or
decades to become. who knows when it would be discovered as a source?)

Would be interested in reading more of these, but with Nina Borg's character leaving something to be
desired, probably more of a "beach read", as opposed to the more fulfilling stories in other Scandinavian
series.

Anna Janelle says

Caution: This book with infect you with the need for more Nina Borg!

Invisible Murder is an intense look into the treatment of illegal immigrants, mainly Hungarian gypsies, and
PET's counter-terrorism officials struggle to keep black market weapon traders from successfully selling
items that threaten the Danish national security. Of course, large-hearted nurse Nina Borg is back, getting
herself involved in life-threatening situations while treating the illegals denied medical access elsewhere.
Kaaberbol and Friis introduce the reader to a very empathetic victim-of-circumstance, Sandor Horvath, a
law-student discriminated against because of his gypsy heritage and association with his renegade half-
brother Tamas. When Tamas discovers a valuable weapon that can be sold on the back market, he initiates a
strings of events that leave all of the characters at risk of imminent danger. To read through Invisible murder
is to be transported to the challenges of a nation divided by racism and nationalism.

I was not an immediate fan of the Nina Borg series, but after reading Invisible Murder, I will now
recommend it whole-heartedly. The tension was almost unbearable, and it ran like an electric (or radio-
active) current throughout the book. It continued seamlessly from the problematic scenario presented at the
end of this first in this series, drawing readers back into the troubled lives of refugees Natasha and her
daughter Rina. There wasn't a "getting-to-know you" period in this book; it took off like a bullet from the
very beginning and didn't stop until the reader was hit with the entirety of the disturbing plot.

No spoilers here. Mark the calender with the date of release for Invisible Murder: October 12, 2012. In the
meantime, if you haven't read The Boy in the Suitcase, grab it up now and read it before you dive into
Invisible Murder. The back-story isn't necessarily essential but it will certainly provide a more
psychologically-full reading of the characters in this book. I would recommend starting with The Boy in the
Suitcase, but most certainly follow up your reading with Invisible Murder - as I thought this sequel was
better than the first.

Thank you again to authors Lene Kaaberbol and Agnes Friis as well as Soho Crime publishers for this
GoodRead First Reads win. I am thankful that I was introduced to Nina Borg, and I'll be certain to follow up
on her exploits in the future.



Ariel says

I had previously read and enjoyed the author's first book in this series, The Boy in the Suitcase. I was looking
forward to this book but I almost threw in the towel at page 75. The book has so many different plot threads
and characters running through dIfferent countries. With so many nationalities and names I was unfamiliar
with, it was quite difficult to keep everything straight. I am glad I stuck it out though because once the
threads started converging together it made for quite the thriller.

The story starts out with two Roma teenagers finding something abandoned that they think they can sell for a
lot of money, unfortunately for them it is radioactive. The action shifts to Denmark with nurse Nina Borg
tending to a large group pf Roma's hiding out in a garage. Bad guys are after the radioactive substance and
Nina gets tangled up in the plot to sell it.

This book was very topical and explored many issues such as terrorism, immigration, and sex trafficking. It
was interesting to read about how the people from Hungary were received in Denmark when everyday in the
news you see how Hungary is treating the people fleeing from Syria. This book should be read if for no other
reason than to broaden your world view. On top of that it is a taut thriller, at least when you get to the end.

Steve says

4 stars.

This book is an amazing feat for the authors: four wildly disparate plotlines all converge on do-gooder Red
Cross nurse, Nina Borg. The plotlines each take a while to develop, so slowly that I wondered how it would
all play out, until the exciting, explosive finish.

I listened to this book on Audible, and I must say, the production was terrible. The narrator read the book
very well, but the post-production editing was not completed. I lost track of the number of times sentences
were repeated, often two or three times, and in one instance, the narrator was obviously very frustrated as she
tried to read a character’s lines with a Hungarian accent and couldn’t get it right, rereading the line six times,
groaning and moaning with each mistake. Makes me realize how difficult it really is to record an entire book,
but the end-user shouldn’t hear things like this, especially considering how much audiobooks cost. Audible
definitely needs to review their post-production procedures.

Diane S ? says

This book starts out a bit slowly, many different threads to follow. Once they come together though the book
really takes off and doesn't let up until the end. What I like most about this book is that it features, for the
most part, regular people who get caught up in not so good things. Nina herself, is a character who tries to do
the right things and ends up involved in situations that are life changing. Can't wait to find out what the
author has in store for Nina next time.
ARC from NetGalley.



Bookphile says

If you're a fan of Stieg Larsson, or if you enjoyed The Killing, I think this book would appeal to you. It has
that same dark, realistic, and gritty feel to it. Along with the murder, there is a lot of human drama
surrounding the characters, and it was one of those books that I just didn't want to put down. More complete
review to come.

Full review:

The description of this book made me a bit wary, because I'm not a big fan of spy novels or big books about
terrorism. I'm more interested in novels that explore the psyche of crime, and I was glad to find that this was
ultimately what I got out of this novel. I haven't read The Boy in the Suitcase--yet--so this was my first
experience with these authors, and it just left me eager to read more of their work. Minor spoilers to follow.

The blurb makes this book sound like it's about Nina Borg and it is, but she's only one of a cast of very
intriguing and compelling characters. The action of the story unfolds in the telling of the stories of various
characters, and culminates when their stories intersect. I thought that all of the characters were compelling,
but for very different reasons, and so I enjoyed the multiple narrative threads. Each character has a
distinctive voice, and all of them are very well done, so I was invested in what happened to them.

I think my favorite character was Sandor, and I thought his story was probably the most tragic--though, let's
be clear, this book is not short on tragedy. Sandor is forced to straddle two worlds and, as a consequence, he
never really belongs to either of them. Though I found him a moral character, there's no real reward for his
morality, and it was pretty devastating to watch the world for which he fought so hard slowly begin to
crumble beneath his feet. Sandor is the very definition of a victim of circumstances, and it was a frustrating,
authentic point to the novel.

Nina is also a very well-done character, and I couldn't help but think of the excellent show The Killing as I
read. Both of stories involve women who are drawn into an obsession to right a wrong. Both of them are
incapable of noticing that their world is imploding around them as they sink deeper and deeper into their
obsessions. Really, the worst thing about this is that Nina is doing the right thing, but in doing the right thing,
she risks her own happiness and peace of mind.

This is really the striking thing about this novel, the way it explores the gritty reality of how, in trying to do
what's right, people can ultimately end up with shattered lives. It's a very gritty reality that makes for a read
that's compelling but not always very uplifting. I enjoy this kind of writing, though, because it shows just
how wide-reaching and devastating the effects of a crime can be, in some of the most unexpected ways.

The only downside to the book is that I figured out pretty early one what was going on with the mysterious
retrieval from the former Soviet hospital. Because it was pretty obvious, I didn't think it was really necessary
for the authors to obfuscate what was going on. In some ways, it was a little detrimental to the narrative flow
to try to maintain this cloak of secrecy over something that seemed pretty obvious to me.

Another possible downside is the way the story is structured. Because it's obvious how all but one of the
characters is tied to the story, it's obvious that there must be a way that character will ultimately tie into the
story. I didn't mind this all that much, as it did add an extra layer to the mystery and it was a twist that
ultimately surprised me.



Ultimately, I found this an excellent page-turner, but one that had compelling characters, which is exactly
what I look for when I'm in the mood for a good crime novel.

Luanne Ollivier says

Lene Kaaberol and Agnete Friss's first Nina Borg book - The Boy in the Suitcase - was a New York Times
bestseller. I've been eagerly waiting for the second book - Invisible Murder - from this Danish writing duo.

Nina Borg is a Red Cross nurse living and working in Denmark. She works with the marginalized, the
desperate and those who can't help themselves. Her official home base is the Red Cross's Coal House Camp.
But Nina also works under the radar, helping out those who have no official status - and her heart is with the
children in these situations. When her cohort tells her of sick Roma children living in an old garage, she
hesitates. She has promised her husband she wouldn't put herself in danger after her last outing. But her
compassion wins out - she finds the group - and much more than she bargained for....

Inspector Soren of the Danish Security and Intelligence Service is also looking for this group of Roma - there
are whispers of terrorism and more.....

Kaaberol and Friis have created a wonderfully different protagonist in Nina. I like that she's not a law
enforcement officer, but follows her own sense of justice, working within but bending the rules as need be.
She's a caring individual with an iron will, but her need to go forward with her ideals is costing her her
marriage and children. The exploration of her relationship with her daughter especially has the ring of truth.

The supporting characters are just as interesting. Soren is the walking wounded, dedicated cop in the series -
I like him and hope to see him again. I'm not 100% sure how I felt about Sandor - the half Gypsy law student
who becomes embroiled in a nightmare he had no part in starting. Did he redeem himself or not? His ending
was left with some unanswered possiblities.

The plot of Invisible Murder is just as compelling and socially relevant as the first book. Although a work of
fiction, I can see reading of something like it in the headlines.

"The hatred that flowed in wide, black rivers across the Internet venting itself at Danes, Muslims Gypsies,
gays, Jews, liberals, conservatives, women - at every conceivable and inconceivable minority in Denmark
and the rest of the world....it was more than just stupidity. It was evil."

The story moves along quickly, with lots of action and bite your nails moments.The ending is tied up but
leaves the door open for the next in the series - one I will be picking up for sure.

Some English translations of books feel awkward or wooden - not so in this case - Tara Chace did an
excellent job. Definitely recommended.

Lukasz Pruski says

"Invisible Murder" by Lene Kaaberbol and Agnete Friis is a good thriller. I actually liked it more than the



well-known "The Boy in the Suitcase" by the same pair of Danish authors because it reaches deeper into the
layer of acute social issues. Without spoiling the plot, let's just say it involves Hungarian Roma (Gypsy)
refugees in Denmark. Nina Borg is one of the main characters as is her teenage daughter Ida (a very well
drawn portrait of a mixture of natural teenage stupidity and strength of character). The characterizations of
Danish security people are not as deep and rich, but then they serve mainly as plot-moving devices.

The plot is quite slow, but it delivers towards the end. All the threads of the plot come together at the end in a
gloriously absurd yet believable denouement.

The misery of Eastern European refugees in Denmark is shown quite dramatically. It is definitely not a book
for people with right-wing leanings.

The writing is high quality, and the credit must be given not only to the writers but also to the translator.

Four stars.

Ellen Keim says

There is a mystery in this book, but not exactly a murder mystery. There is crime, but this isn't primarily
about crime. What it is has a lot more to do with issues like immigration, prejudice, and the debt we owe to
society to try to make things better. At least this is what the main character, Nina Borg, struggles with
throughout the story.

This book isn't mainly about Nina, however. Intertwined in her story is that of a half-Roma young man and
his Roma family and background. I found that as interesting as Nina's story--I even wish that more of the
book had been about him, or that a whole book could be written around that character. (That reminds me of a
good book I read about Roma life that I recommend: The Invisible Ones.)

The authors (there are actually two) also paint an interesting and revealing portrait of life in modern-day
Denmark, a country I know little about, even though I've read many Scandinavian novels. I recently read a
book that contained a chapter on Copenhagen (Straphanger: Saving Our Cities and Ourselves from the
Automobile) that made me want to know more about this country.

Does anyone have any more recommendations of books by Danes or about Denmark?

Colby says

This was my first exposure to "Nordic Noir" and it was a fantastically written tale of deceit and family
manipulation. The story was written in a style that is sort of Tarantino-like in that several separate story-lines
converge bringing relatively normal people into extraordinary circumstances. The character development
was top notch, and although it was a little slow to start, it reached a frenetic pace early and kept you on the
edge of your seat till the great twist at the end. Perhaps the slow start was just me getting used to reading a
new style, written in another language and adapted to English. Either way, I am hooked and will be reading
the first book in the series, The Boy in the Suitcase, and dabbling in some other works in this wonderful new



genre.

Hpnyknits says

I really like the Boy in the Suitcase, so I was looking forward to this second book, but unfortunately this
book is more like a cliche of the first book. the bad guys have no element to explain them, Nina has gone
further away from believable.
plus- I have trouble with the notion of the book, that Nina is the good guy.
what's the point of trying to save the world if you sacrifice your own family?
I did like the "surprise" ending, although I saw it coming in some form.

Juliet says

Love this book even more than the first book by the authors (THE BOY IN THE SUITCASE).

I think it's a really, really special thing these authors do in creating thrillers that aren't about crooks or bad
guys--they're about real people coming into conflict because of real-world pressures, need, and desperation.
The realism makes the edge-of-the-seat action feel that much closer to home.


