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From Reader Review Civil War: The Road to Civil War for online
ebook

Alex Ristea says

OK, so I've signed up for Marvel Unlimited mainly to read the Civil War story arc, but I can only imagine
that I'll get sucked into even more once I'm done.

(If you haven't heard the news, Tony Stark will be in Captain America 3, which many are speculating will tie
neatly into the Civil War theme, if not directly to the ideas here.

This was a decent starting point, and honestly my first real foray into superhero comics. I'm a fan of graphic
novels, but so far have only read things like Watchmen, The Walking Dead, Saga, and Rat Queens.

I'm still a little confused because this is such a smorgasbord of everything. Holy interconnectedness,
Batman! . Comic Book Herald has been a great help in trying to parse it, but even this TP had the Fantastic
Four, Iron Man, Spiderman, Thor, Dr. Doom, and a whole bunch of others I barely recognized.

This had a lot more talking than I had anticipated, but as a result was also deeper into the politics and
philosophy than I could have hoped for. There's lots of food for thought on the subjects of freedom,
government, institutions, registrations, and much more in this volume. I've a sudden appreciation for Marvel
that I didn't quite get from the movies alone.

All in all, I'm loving this, and forwards we go! If you'll follow that link up above, you can see I have a lot of
reading ahead of me. Not sure if I'll get burnt out, but right now I'm enjoying this so far.

J says

I guess I took something away from this...?

 New Avengers: Illuminati:
This artwork was really unappealing and this all-male group of superheroes including Iron Man, Black Bolt,
Mr. Fantastic, Namor, Dr. Strange, Black Panther, and Professor Xavier basically tried to form a superhero
version of the UN and that was voted down and they fought because none of them can get along.

 Fantastic Four #536-537:
So Thor's hammer has landed on Earth after Ragnarok and the FF are called there when Doom shows up
with his Doombots and tries to pick up Thor's hammer (view spoiler). Not much to see here, but at least the
art's better and there are some jokes.

 Amazing Spider-Man #529-531:
Tony is still a little skeezy in this. You get to see how Tony is manipulating Peter into cahoots with him for
the start of Civil War and SHRA enforcement, but you can also see Peter forming doubts about Tony's
character and intentions. Artwork was alright and Peter's a good character, so that was a redeeming quality.
This ends with the Stamford disaster.



Overall, this was not exactly a valuable comic in the Civil War story. I would not really recommend this to
anyone unfortunately. This wasn't enjoyable, but I'm glad that I got a little background on the atmosphere
prior to Civil War events.

star_fire13 says

Well, now I know what lead to the Superhero Registration Act, although I don't know how much that cleared
up for me haha

I had no idea that Peter Parker worked as Tony's assistant. Tony must be like, almost 50? I imagine him to be
RDJ's current age. Parker seems to be in his mid-20s, which by now is too late (although let's be real: in
Hollywood, not really) for the mid-30s Andrew Garfield to play him, but now I'm sad that they recasted SO
YOUNG.

I realize that Reed is a strong figure, but I didn't care for the side story about the Fantastic Four, and Doom,
and Thor's hammer, and Ragnorak.

As if they decided to just send the Hulk away without telling him! They straight up tricked the guy! Poor
poor Bruce Banner :(

Haha I always forget that Marvel have their own Aquaman guy in Namor.

Also: I like how at their council meeting, they acknowledge that the X-Men and mutants are feared and
persecuted, yet everyone else is regarded as a hero. So random haha

Sookie says

[Re-read after half a decade]

A glimpse into the events that would one day lead to a massive rift between superheroes. Friends and
families stood on opposite sides when the line got drawn. Tony Stark does what he thinks is best for
humanity without acknowledging repercussions of his own actions.

House of M gets mentioned (in which Scarlett Witch messes with reality) and Hulk's destruction of Vegas.
These two become triggering factors to half of the public that is weary of collateral damages induced by
Superheroes.

Good start to a promising arc.

J'aime says

While working my way through the Marvel events, I found that each usually has some kind of prelude, or
road to set-up book that collects some issues to help orient the reader to what’s coming. They set the stage.
Of the few I've read so far, this is the best set-up collection I've seen.



I’m familiar with the basic premise of the Civil War event, but am just now starting to read the graphic novel
collections. The most important aspect of this book is the Illuminati one shot. The greatest superhero
geniuses (with one glaring omission, but he has anger management issues) have gathered and decided that
they will meet in secret to try and determine a course of action should future Earth-level disasters emerge –
the idea is to use their collective brilliance to help prevent events such as the Kree-Skrull war from
devastating Earth. Only Black Panther is wise enough to see that this group has no right to set itself as
Earth’s Protectors, and warns of what would happen should they disagree on a course of action. This bears
out when Iron Man, after learning about the proposed Superhero Registration Act, envisions with perfect
clarity just how “Civil War” would unfold. He literally prophesies what is to come, and so believes the group
should embrace the Act. Black Panther’s warning becomes reality when Dr. Strange declares that they would
be giving in to fear and ignorance and many of their peers would fight to the death to protect their rights. The
group is at odds and the stage set. (An interesting side note is the Professor X has not been seen since the
House of M failed).

After the one shot, a brief story wherein Dr. Doom tries to claim Mjolnir in the wake of the Asgardians’ final
deaths in Ragnarok follows. I’m sure the hammer will play a role in the coming story arc, despite Thor’s
absence. The rest of the collection is devoted to Tony Stark grooming Peter Parker as a protégé, giving him
new armor and taking him to Congressional meetings where he tries to “dissuade” them from passing the
Act. Only, is that really his agenda?
Overall, this was an excellent collection of issues that does set the stage for Civil War. Highly recommended.

Sesana says

The idea of this trade is to lay out the groundwork for the events of Civil War. It does this through three
separate storylines. The first is the single issue Illuminati, which has the strongest writing in the collection.
The idea is that some of the most influential voices in Marvel's superhero communities have been secretly
meeting for years. The second storyline is a two-issue Fantastic Four thread that honestly didn't do much for
me. Not a FF fan. Finally, there's a three-issue Spider-Man story that does the best job of laying the
groundwork for Civil War. For those who haven't been reading Marvel for awhile *raises hand* it'll also get
you familiar with the idea of a Spider-Man who is very much under Tony Stark's thumb. Not really required
for understanding Civil War, but certainly helpful. The FF issues aside, the writing is pretty solid.

Iván Ballesteros says

Pues sin ser un lector asiduo de novelas gráficas y menos de superhéroes, tengo que reconocer que he
redescubrierto el género e intuyo la futura lectura de unos cuantos de estos.

Amanda says

3.5 stars.

I wasn't super interested in the Fantastic Four comics, but the first comic and the Spider-Man comics were
FANTASTIC. The art wasn't my favorite, but the writing and storyline were great!



Civil War is coming...

Anne says

A little back story on some things that happened before the Civil War started. You also get a glimpse of what
happened prior to the Planet Hulk story, if anyone is interested. Hmmm. All in all, you could skip it and not
be out of the loop. However, it does paint Tony Stark in a questionable light toward the end, so maybe that
alone would be worth reading this one.

Kemper says

Apparently the roads to both Hell and Marvel’s Civil War are paved with good intentions…

This collection pulls issues from several comics to tell essentially three stories that lay the groundwork for
the upcoming conflict. The first shows a previously unknown piece of Marvel history in which the
Kree/Skrull War that nearly destroyed Earth so rattled Tony Stark that he gathered a small group of
influential figures to convince them that the superheros and mutants need to organize and join forces to
prevent those kinds of events. When that idea doesn’t fly they instead form a cabal to share information and
address problems like the Hulk’s rampages, and just to make this a dream come true for those who love
conspiracy theories this group is known as the Illuminati.

The second story features the Fantastic Four battling Doctor Doom who thinks he can take Mjolnir after Thor
has died. (Or at least died as much as anyone ever does in a comic book.) The final piece involves Stark
recruiting Peter Parker to work as his aide when Tony has to testify in front of congress about the idea of
superhero registration, and Tony provides him with a souped-up Spidey suit as part of the deal.

Because this is a prelude to Civil War there’s not a lot of resolution in this, but it does provide some solid
build-up for what comes next. The stuff with the Illuminati does a lot to explain Tony’s fears and concerns
that drive him to his conclusions, and the issues with Spider-Man, who’d prove a pivotal figure in the story
later, really establishes the idea that Tony is willing to pull some seriously shady stuff when he’s convinced
he’s right and the stakes are this high. The FF story is OK as a punch-em-up with Doom is at his bombastic
best, but that piece seems a bit thin.

Overall, it makes for a decent prelude to Civil War, but it feels a bit padded.

Elinor says

3,75
Il n'y a que les issues sur les 4 Fantastiques qui m'ont moins convaincue, le Illuminati et les Spider-Man
étaient très bons. D'ailleurs ça faisait longtemps que je n'avais pas lu de Spider-Man, ça me manquait.



Kyle says

This worked well as a quick primer of the major events that came before Civil War. It reminds us that
Ragnarok has happened, that Spider-Man is under Stark's thumb, that Scarlet Witch and the House of M are
still sitting very high in the nation's collective consciousness, that the mutants are still struggling with the
fallout of M Day and the 198, and that there is a high level of fear towards all superheroes brewing in the
American government.

Especially, The New Avengers Illuminati, is an important read. It explores the tenuous bonds between
Marvel's core heroes that lead the other heroes. The secret history of this group is going to be integral to the
Civil War story and most of that history is recapped in this volume.

You could probably make it though the main Civil War story without needing to read this collection, but if
you are looking to supplement the Civil War story, this is absolutely your first stop. In fact, I would highly
recommend reading this before you even attempt Civil War, just to add depth and meaning to the whole
experience.

3.5/5

Justin says

The new Captain America movie looks awesome and since all I read these days are comic books and graphic
novels... yeah. why not travel down the Civil War story arc!?

I promise I'll try to read books without pictures next year. Thanks for indulging me these last few weeks. I
don't think I've lost any friends along the way...

And Merry Christmas you guys. Hope it was awesome.

Anyone seeing Star Wars for a second time this weekend?

Time to go dubsmash....!! KAPOW!

Bethany says

This comic departed from the franchise, offering much needed clarification in between the events of Age of
Ultron and Civil War. The legality issues regarding the Accords, the responsibility several wanted to issue
superheroes and superhumans. It is something that I think I could attempt to write about in-depth, but the
short of it remains I'm more Libertarian, and as much as I believe in accountability - forced accountability
can only lead to the loss of our freedoms.

Which is why I really enjoyed how the U.S Civil War was mentioned. Tony is serious about wanting to
preserve the option to stay out of the public's limelight, he also doesn't want the Hulk to be forced into
isolation. This comic mainly follows him, Tony, during these conflicts, save for members of The Fantastic
Four.



The writing was really well done, and the artwork perfectly fitted the scenes and current moods. This one
was able to be as serious and honest about what the heroes were facing, while still funny and heartfelt. Peter
Parker, a welcome character not only made me laugh, but inspired Tony to act with more caution and self
respect.

Civil War: The Road to Civil War isn't necessary to understanding the MCU, but it's definitely something I
enjoyed and would read again (Mr. Parker Goes to Washington is the best part).

Brad says

My library got a LOT of Marvel's Civil War books, so I thought I'd start it off right.
Brian Michael Bendis and Alex Maleev's New Avengers: Illuminati is a good continuity-steeped, talking-
heads superhero book. Straczynski and McKone's Fantastic Four story has a nice return for Dr. Doom (he
literally comes back from hell), but feels mostly like it's introducing a chess piece in the return of Thor's
enchanted hammer. Straczynski and Garney's Spider-Man story tries to show off all the moral complexities
in the Civil War books, but is mostly talking heads again. Spider-man also gets his "iron spider" costume; it's
hard to explain why they changed such a recognizable costume.
All in all, I'm somewhat disappointed with how Civil War's starting.

Kayla Eklund says

I loved the beginning of the Civil War series. I forgot how much I loved some of these characters, especially
The Thing. I'm interested to see what happens next. I have all of the comic books in the series, and will
probably binge read them tonight, before I have to return them to the library tomorrow.

Trin says

Less interesting than the Iron Man: Civil War collection I read, and sadly, just as confused, as Marvel insists
on assembling the stories that make up this arc in a seemingly random order. I enjoyed the issues with Peter
and Tony (if there were a Peter Parker Fanboys Tony Stark book, I would read it gleefully), but I have no
idea what the stuff about the Fantastic Four and Thor’s Hammer has to do with anything, because as far as
this collection is concerned, we’re only privileged enough to read two random issues about it. I feel like I am
being punished for only being a casual comics reader. Screw you too, Marvel.

Aww, you know I don’t mean it. Shiny comics: even when you are stupid and confusing, I will always take
you back…



Nate Meadows says

Iron Man and Mister Fantastic are assholes...way more than in the movies. They shoot Hulk into space,
manipulate Spider-Man, and keep secrets from everyone "for their own good". I can see no reason why
anyone would side with them at all, other than that I really liked it. The act that pushes the government into
passing the Superhero Registration Act makes a whole lot more sense and is much more horrifying than the
one in the movie also.

Tiara says

The most important part of this book is that Doom is the real MVP (and got trolled by Thor's hammer).

Christian Petrie says

I had heard about the Marvel Civil War story arc when it was being first published. The concept was
interesting and I was curious. When I saw this book at the library, I thought it would be a good way to get
started into it. I was already familiar with what happens during the Civil War and which super heroes were
on which side. This is graphic novel is a good way to lead into the story arc.

This novel is comprised from three comic lines:

New Avengers Illuminati Special: Issue 1
Fantastic Four: Issues 536 and 537
Amazing Spider-Man: Issues 529 to 531

The first story is really good. It helps to tie events from the past into the Civil War. You can see how the
events in the Fantastic Four issues tie in shortly after the New Avengers comic. However, you can't see how
it will tie into the Civil War. Finally, the Spider Man issues lay the ground work for the Superhuman
Registration Act and ends with the events that start off the the Civil War.

While reading it, you sense the foreboding events that lead to the Civil War. This sense, helps to get you
interested in reading the actual Civil War stories. However, the low point is the Fantastic Four issues, as you
can't figure how it will play into the Civil War. That's not to say it's bad, but feels out of place. Perhaps
reading the Civil War issues will clear that up.

Overall, if you are planning on reading the Civil War stories, then this is a good way to get started. On the
other side, if you are not interested in it, then you can skip this.


