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What happens to your Happily-Ever-After when your Fairy Godmother doesn't show up for work?

Julia Basham’s life was perfect. She was finally done with school, about to start an internship with a
prestigious financial company which would lead to a great job and, best of all, she’d just become engaged to
her very own Prince Charming, Nicholas Kerkley. Unfortunately, while Nick was warm, intelligent, and
completely devoted to Julia, he was also a college dropout, with no job to speak of, and almost completely
broke. While none of his shortcomings were a problem for Julia, they were a big problem for her older sister
Lisa, who told her that a guy like Nick wasn’t proper marriage material for a girl on the fast track to success,
Julia began to reconsider the relationship. Although she didn’t wholeheartedly agree with Lisa, after some
thought Julia decided that she would take her sister’s advice and end her engagement with Nick, convincing
herself that it was the right thing to do. Only after breaking Nick’s heart, and her own in the process, did
Julia realize what a horrible mistake it was.

As the story opens nearly a decade later, Julia is the quiet shadow of the woman everyone thought she’d be,
who’s once fulfilling life has fallen into a stale and safe existence. Her shell of a world is thrown into
upheaval when she finds out that the financial planning team she works for has taken on a new client; a now
successful and very rich Nick Kerkley. Stuck in a horribly awkward situation, Julia makes a decision–take
charge, step up, and find her own happy ending. However, she quickly realizes that fairy tales aren’t as
straight forward as we’ve been brought up to believe. Sometimes, to get to happily ever after, you have to
stop waiting for fate, strap on a pair of wings, and be your own fairy godmother.

Once Upon A Second Chance, is a modern yet whimsical take on Austen’s classic love story, Persuasion.
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From Reader Review Once Upon A Second Chance for online ebook

Meredith (Austenesque Reviews) says

Bridget Jones Meets Cinderella!

For some reason I had some pretty inaccurate assumptions about this book! Judging this contemporary
retelling of Jane Austen’s Persuasion by its youthful cover and fairytale-inspired title, I instantly thought this
story would be more geared towards Young Adult audiences and be filled with lots of magic and
enchantment. However, this story ended up being for adult audiences and not as heavily steeped in the
fairytale realm as one might anticipate. Which I liked even better!

Like most Persuasion-inspired stories this tale is about a fervent and youthful romance that ended too soon,
living with regret, and the rare opportunity to have a second chance. While we don’t encounter any
characters with the vanity of Sir Walter Elliott, the neediness of Mary Musgrove, or the flattery of Mrs. Clay,
we do encounter characters that resemble Anne, Wentworth, Lady Russell, Louisa, and Captain Benwick. I
loved how this story wasn’t an exact scene-for-scene modernization of Persuasion! Yes, we saw some
familiar incidents, themes and exchanges, but the story was very much its own.

Our heroine, Julia Basham, an administrative assistant at a successful personal finance consulting group, has
always believed in fairy-godmothers and she desperately wishes hers would pay her a visit now! It has been
eight years since she broke off her engagement with Nick Kerkley, and now he is back in her life. This is her
second chance…she can right the wrong she made eight years ago…she just needs someone to help her make
it happen…[cue: enter Julia’s fairy-godmother…ahem! Julia’s fairy-godmother??? Where are you? This is
your cue…]

I thoroughly enjoyed the inspiring and honest message this book delivers to its audiences! Readers see right
away that Julia is crippled by her past – how she refuses to date and has lost a lot of her drive and potential in
her profession. She was in love and happy eight years ago, bu because she listened to her older sister's
caution, her life is dull and lonely. What I liked most about Julia is how she took on a lot of culpability for
her mistakes and decision to break her engagement. While kind Anne Elliot refuses to blame anyone for her
broken-heart and unhappiness, Julia blames and castigates herself. When Julia sees pain reflected in Nick's
eyes she knows it is pain she caused. She realizes things in her life are wrong, not because she yielded to
persuasion, but because she didn't trust in her own instincts. Learning to trust and believe in yourself when
others disagree is a scary thing to do. For me, this message was far more powerful and vital than witnessing a
happily ever after manufactured by fate, fairies, or enchantment.

I truly enjoyed the engaging characters in this story. At times Julia felt just a tad undeveloped, but most of
the time I enjoyed her refreshing honesty, reflective nature, and penchant for having a hilarious inner
monologue going on at all times...definitely reminded me of Bridget Jones, who while being a bit more
neurotic is just as sarcastic, obsessively analytical, and romantically challenged! In addition, I was utterly
charmed and captivated by Nick. He doesn't seem to be as bitter and resentful as Captain Wentworth, instead
he is portrayed as lonely, hurt, and betrayed. And his passionate devotion and intensity will definitely make
your knees go weak my friends! ;)

Once Upon a Second Chance is a delightful and imaginative story that wonderfully illustrates the importance
of having courage, believing in yourself, and not waiting for someone to wave their magic wand and make
everything in your life better. A contemporary romance inspired by Jane Austen and reminiscent of fairytales



– a perfect book for readers looking for something inspiring, light-hearted, and romantic!

Note: Due to the use of some mild profanity and a few adult situations towards the end, I'd recommend this
story for readers over the age of 14.

Lauren says

So super cute! I know nothing about Persuasion, but it didn't matter, I loved it. It is a fluffy easy read, with
an awesome, swoon-worthy hero who actually isn't a total ass.

Shocking, I know.

This one is really worth a read for any other romantics out there like me.

The only thing I will say is that it is on the shorter side--just over 200 pages--and as such, I don't think it is
worth the $16.99 price tag for the paper back. However, the ebook is only 5 bucks, and it is WELL worth
that!
(I know that pricing is not determined by the author, thus the price did not affect my rating or opinion of this
book)

Ellelou says

3.5 stars

Umm...too Disney for me...:(

IndieJane says

I love Persuasion. It’s my second favorite Austen to Pride and Prejudice, but only just barely. There’s so
much to love about it – and by so much to love I mostly mean Captain Wentworth (and of course, The
Letter). One of the biggest problems with Persuasion for many readers, though, is Anne. I like Anne. I get
why she originally rejected Wentworth, why she let herself be swayed, why she ended up as the epitome of a
wallflower in the years after. I get it, but it still makes her not as easy to fall head over heels in love with as a
heroine.

Anne is the main reason that I think modern Persuasion adaptations can be difficult. It’s hard to translate that
kind of a character into something modern women will accept and identify with. This is why I was surprised
and excited by the fact that I actually love the main character, Julia, in Marian Vere’s Once Upon a Second
Chance.

Like Anne, Julia rejects the love of her life, Nick Kerkley. She breaks their engagement based on the advice
of her older sister who is a mother figure to her. Julia is young with a promising career in front of her and
Nick is young and decidedly poor with nothing but big plans and dreams (and hard work and dedication)
going for him.



After Julia breaks off their engagement she never quite recovers. I loved that she didn’t just shrivel up and
die, she also didn’t become quite Anne Elliot level of wallflower, but she was never really totally happy and
she never let herself reach her full potential. It is so easy for a woman her age (or really for anyone) to put
her career in neutral. Working, even doing well in their job, but never achieving their full potential. For me,
Julia was a modern Anne I could relate to.

Plus, Julia has a great voice. The story is written in first person and she has just enough humor, self-
deprecating wit, and sense of irony to make it truly enjoyable to read her perspective.

So, here we have Julia, cruising along in her comfortable job, love life on total hold, when who should walk
back into her life? Nick Kerkley. In fact, he’s hired her firm to help him vet some property – property? Yes,
Nick, like Captain Wentworth before him, has made good on all that potential. And he’s hot. Really, really
hot. And not a total jerk. And he seems to be falling in love with Julia’s good friend and co-worker. Oh yeah,
and Julia is still completely head-over-heels in love with him.

Will Julia’s fairy godmother come to her rescue or will she have to make her own magic? Will Nick and
Julia ever be able to work through their past and make a new future? Will this book leave you all warm and
fuzzy? (The answer to that last question is YES!)

Although this is a Persuasion retelling (and probably the best one I’ve read), you don’t at all have to be
familiar with the original to enjoy it. However, for Janeites there are some fun moments and plot twists.

So to sum up, Once Upon a Second Chance is a fun, breezy, and romantic modern take on Jane Austen’s
Persuasion. Vere weaves together a story of rediscovering lost love with sweetness, sincerity, chic-lit sass,
and just a sash of magic. A highly recommended read.

Mandy says

I received Once Upon a Second Chance as part of the blog tour hosted by AToMR Tours in return for a
honest review. Eight years have changed since Julia’s life changed forever and the name staring up at her is
about to bring her little world crashing down. Her newest client for work just happens to be the man she
almost married but didn’t and who she can’t stop dreaming or thinking about. Even though her sister talked
to into she still regrets breaking up with Nick Kerkley because to her he was perfect and every guy she meets
doesn’t even come close. With the impending arrival she fakes a sickness to get out of the office only to
learn the next day her client will be arriving for the meeting after all.

Julia heads into the meeting a little sick to her stomach but when Nick takes no notice to her she thinks he’s
moved on and doesn’t remember her. On the weekend house inspection things heat up for Nick and Bree
who happens to be one of Julia’s best friends but for her Nick still acts as if he doesn’t know her. Julia is torn
between telling him how she feels and pretending she’s gotten over him when Bree is injured by a jelly fish
thanks to Julia’s quick thinking she saves her and on the ride to the hospital Nick starts to let on he does
remember her but before she can tell him how she feels she sees him kissing Bree. In a panic Julia flees from
the house to spend a vacation with her best friend Susan and her family only checking her email once to see
an email from Bree telling her she’s in love who Julia assumes is Nick. Upon returning back to the city she
learns that Bree is getting married to who she assumes is Nick.

OMG I loved this book. I could so read it over right now it was that good. I love Julia she’s a great character



because she acts like a real woman would act if she was in her position. I know I would if it was me. The
story has some fun twists and turns I didn’t see coming as well as a little magic twisted in the story. It’s a
clean romance my favorite kind, so anyone would be able to read it, and I suggest that if you like a quick fun
romance story this is the one. I started it right before bed and didn’t put it down till I finished reading which
was past when I should have been asleep since I have to get up early. I can’t say enough how much I loved
this book it’s so well written and the story flows along so smoothly. Plus I love the characters they have great
personality’s and add a lot of depth to the story.

Johanna says

Let me start this review by saying I adore Persuasion and there aren't nearly enough retellings of it out there.
It's right up there next to Pride and Prejudice in terms of my love for Jane Austen books. While P&P is full
of snark, Persuasion is basically an angst-fest and I love it! So obviously I had to read this book!
Everyone who knows the plot of Persuasion, knows the plot of Once upon a Second Chance. Eight years ago
Julia was persuaded (get it? Hence the original title :P) to break off her engagement to charming but down on
his luck Nick and has regretted it ever since. Suddenly he returns into her life when he becomes the next new
client for the firm she is working for. He is still gorgeous, but now he is ridiculously rich and successful and
apparently completely over Julia. This is a Persuasion retelling … take a wild guess how it ends. XD
This book was exactly what I wanted it to be. It was a quick and entertaining read. It made me feel with Julia
(despite her stupidity of breaking up with someone as gorgeous as Nick). The break-up scene was brutal and
I legitimately cried while reading it. What I especially appreciated was Julia's personal growth through out
the book. She started out accepting the situation as it was, went over to hoping something would happen that
would bring them back together and ended up realizing if she wanted something to change, she had to take a
leap of faith and risk getting hurt.
There are two things that made me slightly uncomfortable. At one point of the story there is a transphobic
joke. It's an age old joke that's been told thousands of times before (guy meets hot woman, woos her, takes
her home, only to find out she is a guy), but it was entirely unnecessary and the author could have easily
found a less offensive story to tell. In a second situation it is implied that it is emasculating if a man gets
proposed to instead of proposing. It might have been just meant as a joke but it was again unnecessary and
had me role my eyes.
I did think the whole Mary situation was unnecessary and kind of went against the general message. Wasn't
the point of the story that fairy godmothers don't exist and you hold the key to your own happiness?
Wouldn't it have been just as satisfying, maybe even more so, if Mary had waited at the reception desk and
been happy for Julia and Nick? After all, isn't the kindness and sympathy of random strangers its own kind of
magic?
In conclusion, as a Persuasion retelling it works great, it hits all the right notes and made me smile and cry,
and the existing flaws didn't dim my overall enjoyment.

Corina says

Once Upon A Second Chance

I loved this book. Yes, I know you hear that from me more often than not, but a lot of times I see a book



cover I like or a read a description that sounds interesting and I go into reading a book with little or no
expectations. So when I find one that I honestly enjoy to the point of not being able to put it down, I get
ridiculously excited because I didn’t expect it to be that good in the first place, so it’s like a treat.

Once Upon a Second Chance by Marian Vere is that book. I thought it would be something cute to get me
out of all the paranormal stuff I’ve been reading lately, but I wound up relating to it a lot more than I ever
thought I would. Julia Basham’s life was perfect. She was done with school, about to start a prestigious
internship, which would lead to a great job, and she was engaged to the man of her dreams, Nick Kerkley.

But when her sister Lisa finds out the two are engaged she quickly talks Julia out of getting married and in
with conflicting feelings and a need to follow her sisters advice she winds up breaking off her engagement
with Nick, shattering his heart in the process. The story opens up eight years later and we see through
flashbacks that Julia is only a shell of the woman she used to be.

Where she was once passionate, lively and full of drive, Julia has now become complacent and content in a
life that’s beneath what she’s capable of. But of course fate intervenes and Nick comes back into her life
when he becomes a client of the financial team she works for. The idea for this book was masterful, I kid you
not. Vere had gold with the whole fairy godmother scenario and the angle she took, the way Julia had to put
herself out there to get what she wanted was very realistic.

I’m not going to lie, this book made me cry, yes I’m owning up to it, but I think it’s because I understand
how she was feeling and I related to Julia so much that I couldn’t help feeling her pain. The fact that she’d
had made the wrong choice in the beginning with breaking things off, well who doesn’t regret a decision or
two in their lives?

I think the part that got me the most was when Nick arranged for her team to go up to look at a house and
they all spent time together including Nicks friends and sister. I loved Bree as a supporting character but oh
my god I think my heart broke for Julia when Nick and Bree were flirting. Vere’s style of writing and her
obvious passion for her own story came through with every word.

There’s a really awesome twist in the story and I have to give Vere credit because she totally had me going. I
was cursing Julia and the book and everything even though I couldn’t put it down, but then she made
everything right with five little words and I let out this huge breath I didn’t even know I was holding.

Nick is an amazing character and while I enjoyed all the characters in the story, his unyielding faith in love
and his outlook on life makes him my favorite. His speech at the rehearsal dinner brought tears to my eyes. It
was all just so damn good. I can’t get over how much I thoroughly enjoyed it.

This book is insightful, romantic, heartbreaking, and has a whimsical feeling that’s reminiscent of childhood
dreams and falling in love. If you’re into contemporary romance and second chances, Once Upon a Second
Chance is for you.

Nightstand Novels says

Originally posted at: http://nightstandnovels.com

Have you ever wished for a “Do over” in your life? Well, that is just what happens in this fairy tale like



novel. The author tells the amusing story of a true love surviving all obstacles after eight years apart.

Julia had it all until she let her older sister whom she looked up to as a second mom, give her advice. Now,
eight years later, broken and a shadow of her former self, A chance meeting with the “one” she let get away
has Julia rethinking her life. Can she change her destiny and finally have the life and love she’s longed for or
is it really too late.

Once Upon a Second Chance is a light-hearted and enjoyable read. This novel will have you believing that
dreams do really come true and maybe, just maybe, fairy Godmothers really do exist.

The book was very well-written and I absolutely adored Vere’s take on the classic tale.

I really enjoyed the characters journey in trying to find their way back to each other and I absolutely fell in
love with Nick! At first, I had my doubts about Nick but my heart just melted for him pretty early on. Julia,
on the other hand, really had to grow on me. It amazed me how she was willing to let others control her life
and her destiny for such a long time. When she finally decided to become responsible for her own happiness
I all but cheered out loud for her.

The supporting characters were all wonderful in their own right..even Bree. As much as I tried to dislike her,
I just couldn’t do it lol and Susan was the friend that we all should have.

I experienced a whirlwind of emotions while reading this book……surprise, anger, sadness, joy and believe
it or not I even shed a few tears. If you know me then you know that I am an unrepentant cryer. I cry at
movies, tv shows, I’ve even been known to cry on a commercial or two (SSSShhh! Don’t tell anyone) but
it’s a great feat for a novel to elicit that much emotion from me. Kudos to Mrs. Vere!

If you’re a hopeless romantic and Live for the HEA then this book is definitely for you!

Adriana says

http://shesgotbooksonhermind.blogspot...

Julia is a girl down on her luck. She actually brings herself down and always needs advice from her sister
who was not only the best sister growing up, she was also her mother growing up doing everything for her.
This might be why she went to her for "support" when she was proposed to eight years ago and why she took
her advice and let him go. Immediately she knows she made a huge mistake but of course she does nothing
about it. She does sound like a take charge kind of girl sometimes but other times when she actually needs to
do something about her love life she walks away.

Most of the way through I thought that Nick did the dumping. That's what I get for not reading the whole
summary on Goodreads. When I do find out that it was her who left him I am thoroughly confused. She acts
like her world is being crushed when he's around and that his nonchalance about her being in the same room
as him is such a betrayal. You broke his heart. Deal with it. Here sister sets her up on all these dates. She
always has a problem with all of them even when a hot guy is crushing on her. Seriously? I want to throw a
shoe at her. If a hot guy liked me I wouldn't be trying to find problems with him.

There was reference a lot to fairy godmothers. It was a childhood dream to have her fairy godmother find her



and give her, her own Prince Charming. It was a really sweet part of the story that I didn't expect to actually
be kind of a big part of the story. But duh! Look at the cover woman. I think most girls can relate to wanting
the fairy tale fantasy of meeting your one true love so I liked how it was incorporated in and at which parts.

I might sound like I was frustrated with Julia but I was really not. I could not put this book down (in this case
computer). It had me reading all night. It was killing me to know the secret (now I know anyone could have
found out) of what happened to them all those years ago and what would happen in the end. Would the
author be cruel and let her never have a happily ever after again, would she fall for another guy, or would she
get her Prince Charming from eight years ago? I loved reading about Julia and I could understand why she
was so timid in fighting for what she wanted. Nick might have been a little cold towards her but what do you
expect? The added people coming into the home brought upon a lot of new possibilities to take the story and
I wanted to know where it was going to take me. This book will keep you up at night just dying to know
what happens especially if you are like me and love fairy tale romances.

Kazhy (My Library in the Making) says

(This review was originally posted at My Library in the Making.)

When I started reading Once Upon a Second Chance, I was only expecting a light love story with a few cute
moments here and there, but what I got was a captivating tale of a woman who had finally decided to take
charge of her life.

At first glance, Julia Basham seemed happy. She had a nice job and even nicer co-workers, a supportive
older sister, and a life that she was living the way she wanted to. But she wasn't. For eight years, she'd
secretly been regretting following the advice of Lisa - her older sister - to break up with Nick Kerkley, her
ex-fiance from college who, back then, had an uncertain future. And for eight years, she'd been following his
journey to success, right up to Forbes' Top 10 Richest list. Julia thought those news articles would be the
closest she'd ever get to him again... until the day he was to be her personal finance consulting group's
newest client.

Honestly, when I first read the summary, I felt an immediate dislike for Julia. I mean, breaking up with your
fiance just because your older sister thought he wasn't matching up to your foreseeable successful future?
Really? But then I realized this story's not so far-fetched; I'm sure it's already happened to someone out there,
so I quickly overcame that dislike and dived into her story, and she even more quickly made me regret that
initial dislike!

Being inside Julia's head was really fun. She was witty and rational - well, most of the time - and her inside
jokes with herself had me burst out laughing. But at the same time, I really felt the pain and regret she had in
her, a weight she'd been carrying around for almost a decade when, if not for her one mistake, she should've
been happy. I also pitied her when she was trying but failing to turn her love life around. When she wanted to
give up, I also wanted to give up. When she saw a glimmer of hope, I also saw a glimmer of hope. Yes, this
book took me on an emotional roller coaster, and I regret nothing.

Another thing I loved was how the characters all breathed life through the pages. There were quite a lot of
them, but Vere developed them all very well, becoming their own selves.

Though the plot was slightly predictable, I still got surprised. Like I were expecting to see a bridge but



instead, what I see is a fallen bridge. Get it? No? Well, no one said I'm good at metaphors. *sigh* Also, I
almost always got tempted to skip over Julia's internal monologues, or maybe that's just the constant anxiety
this book brought me. The pace was brilliant and made this a real page-turner.

Overall, reading Once Upon a Second Chance was a great experience, and it is now one of my favorite
contemporary reads! Sadly, I haven't read Jane Austen's Persuasion yet so I can't compare the two, but I'm
sure that, like this retelling, it can only be good. Also... someone find me my Nick Kerkley!

MY FAVORITE PART was after the rehearsal dinner thingy ♥

Angieleigh says

I received a review copy in exchange for my participation in the blog tour. All thoughts and opinions are my
own.

I wanted to like Julia, but she was just too uninvolved in her own life. Having grown up with her sister acting
as her mother, Julia lets Lisa {her sister} make all of her decisions for her, including calling off her
engagement to true love Nick Kerkley and setting her up on dates. Just when I think Julia is going to stand
her ground and do something about her life, she goes right back into hiding and feeling sorry for herself.

To be honest, I expected Jules's fairy godmother to pop out and give her a chance to redo her life; pleasantly
I was surprised that Julia herself had to change her life instead of relying on magic. And while I love first
person narratives, there were times that Julia's internal monologue was slow as molasses and somewhat
suffocating.

I loved all of the secondary characters, especially Susan and Bree. Even if you wanted to dislike Bree due to
circumstances, it wasn't possible. Especially as Julia had never been honest with her or Margaret.

It was hard to put this book down all things considered. I wanted to see Julia get her happily ever after. So
wherever I went, so did my Kindle.

Aira says

“I don’t want dreams, and I don’t want fairy tales. They are not made for everyone, and that’s just how it is.
My life was fine before I screwed it up by trying to fix what wasn’t broken. It may have been far from perfect,
but that doesn’t equal bad. The only goal I have is to get through this night and tomorrow. After that, who
knows.”

(Lol, idk what quote to copy & paste for this review. There are lots of good ones!)

Reading this book is like a roller coaster ride, it has ups downs, twists and moments before you take the
plunge. And also, like riding in a roller coaster, it's breathtaking and wonderful and you'll never ever get
bored out of your mind.

I love how the story started! At first I was wondering if the author will start from the beginning like how the



two of them met and the building of their relationship up to their break up, yadadada. But no, it's so not like
that at the very least. The story started in the present and there's this little flashbacks as the story unfolded
more fully, it's like Cracked Up To Be but without all those horrible things, I mean their break up was
horrible but not as horrible as witnessing someone raping your best friend for Pete's sake.To tell the truth, I
am not the biggest fan of Julia, she's the one who brought this drama upon her. And, well.. after finding out
that she breaks up with Nick because it's for the best like what her sister said. I have doubts in their
relationship. Because, ahem, really? If you really love him that much, you'll just let some girl (even if she's
your sister) plant little flowers of doubt in you and scare you of what the future will hold for the two of you if
you married the college dropout without money or job, just a bunch of pie-in-the-skies dreams yet to come
true. Hm, I don't know about Julia but if I am her, I'll fight for him, I'll say "to hell with y'all" then I'll marry
him the next day then try my bestest to be an, um.. idk? some job that have a high salary, maybe? (yeah,
because that's just me. Not planning for my future and all that, just split second decisions. :D) But that's not
the point. The point is Julia have it all to find a great job until Nick pursue his dreams then they'll both be
successful and they'll have cute, little babies and there will be no need to waste 8 long long long long years
and no need for drama and heartbreaks and pain and suffering. But, if Julia did took that decision (ha! I
doubt that, she's too much of a coward. :D) then there'll be no story to tell. Just saying my opinion here,
people! But still. It's 8 very long years wasted! Life is short, and I just feel so sorry for them both but it's still
worth all the drama in the end. Because then finally they have their happily ever after even without the
wands and fairy godmother. Eckkk-! Correction, this story did have a fairy godmother which was very
entertaining by the way. Honestly, I'm thinking if mine will show up soon because I'm done crushing on
some cute guy in our school because he hates my guts. (fluffin' fudge you!) And I think I need help in
spreading the word that he's gay in the whole campus, but then I think it's not in her line of job so I'll just
start the plan myself. ;)

Dancer says

This is Ms. Vere's modern version of Jane Austen's Persuasion.

Julia's life seemed to be falling perfectly into place. She had burgeoning job prospects in the finance
industry, an exciting life in New York City, and a wonderful fiancé, Nick Kerkley, who she was totally in
love with. Nick however, while being completely devoted to Julia, did not have the career potential or
financial stability to be worthy of someone like her -- or at least that's what she came to convince herself.
Hesitantly, Julia ended the relationship, forcing herself to believe it would all be for the best. Little did she
know, that one decision would lead both their lives to spiral away from each other, only to converge again.
What happens to your fairytale when you let someone else wave the magic wand? Will your dreams of love
and enchantment still come true, or will your 'happily ever after' pass by without you? Once Upon a Second
Chance is a contemporary retelling of Jane Austen's Persuasion.

Snigdha Prakash says

2.5..
Once Upon A Second Chance

I have to tell you people, as those who are reading this review in order to gain perspective about this book
that whether or not they should read this book..it is my duty to tell you. This is one frustrating hell of a book.



I swear.

I have never seen so much of drama, crying, stupidly ignorant heroine, too sweet of a hero, too many
misunderstandings...I could go on.

Seriously. I could.

I have never been a fan of books which are too predictable and have too much melodrama and
misunderstandings between the protagonists at every turn of events. At some point, was ready to give up on
the whole affair as I was sure these two people were not getting together before the end of the book.

As I have already described, the plot of the book has been highly frustrating.
About the writing style of the author, apart from her ability to annoy the reader that hates this kind of series
of events(not everybody hates this kind of thing. To each his own.), what other thing I found lacking was that
there was too much internal debate and discussion in the mind of the heroine where she cooks up a lot of
foolish notion, and that she is far too gullible.

I think I would've appreciated there being more dialogue and that if Julia was a little less spineless and had
more of her own brain.
All wasn't bad. The ending portion was in fact really sweet. I think the book would've been better if there
was such portion more and more conversation between Nick and Julia instead of just mere assumptions.

Oh well, we don't get everything in life.

Ondrew says

I received an advanced copy of this book and to put things in perspective, I'm a guy. To be honest I really
quite enjoyed the read. Naturally this is not the type of book I would normally read but, Once upon a second
chance is quite well written and the story makes you want to keep reading. I would highly recommend
picking this book up when it comes out.


