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In the do-or-die world of horse racing, Alec MacKenna stands out as a man who genuinely cares—not just
about winning, but for the horses he trains. And he knows that the rangy Irish thoroughbred Legends Lake
needs some special handling. The young stallion could be a Triple Crown contender, but he’s more intent on
outrunning his demons than his competition. There’s only one hope for curing him: taking him back to
Ireland and the unique woman who bred him.

Kate O’Sullivan’s ability to soothe a frightened horse is almost magical, but the Irishwoman is also as
stubborn as the day is long when it comes to all she holds dear. Since Alec has a temper himself, their new
partnership promises to be fiery. But as their shared concern for the troubled horse brings them together, they
find that sometimes a lot of heart is all you need to fall in love. . . .
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From Reader Review Legends Lake for online ebook

Jamie says

as far as dime store romance novels go, this one actually held my attention! not bad.

Shannon says

The final book in Ross' Irish trilogy set in Castlelough Ireland. Beautifully placed in the Irish countryside
with characters met in her 2 previous books A Woman's Heart and Fair Haven.

Lynda Clarke says

Liked this series

Kate Vale says

The third in the Castlelough series, and equally enjoyable. Who wouldn't enjoy being pulled into a story
about a fabulous thoroughbred with fears that interfere with his racing career, the woman on whose farm he
was born, and the Yankee trainer who brings him to Ireland in hopes the woman can help him rehabilitate the
horse? Much depends on their success, not least of which is the Alec McKenna's career as a trainer. After all,
he punched out a previous owner when the man refused to listen to Alec's plea not to run the mare.

Irish legends and Celtic beliefs are replete in this story, adding fantastic images to the beauty of the story and
illustrating how Kate O'Sullivan finally divests herself of the nightmares brought on by her abusive husband
with whom she's now legally separated. Her two children dearly love Alec and would love for him to be their
new da, but how can that happen in Ireland where divorce is so difficult to obtain?

When the crisis comes, Alec shows where his heart is, leading to a climax that is satisfying on so many
levels, especially when Legends Lake wins the Kentucky Derby. I stood up and cheered!

Marianne says

Not her best offer, but an OK book. Horse breeding, training and racing. I like how she brings in characters
from other books.

Diana Avitabile says



A wonderful story

One again JoAnn has transported me to Ireland for an exciting ride. If you haven't read this you are missing a
great book. It has all the elements romance, mystery and happiness.

Jen A. says

Mom gave me this book when she was done with it, several years ago. I just uncovered it while cleaning out
my office and decided to read it so it could go on to a new destination...

This is one of those situations where I really want to give a book a half star. The problem wasn't necessarily
the writing behind Legend's Lake, it was that I was expecting a book more about horses with a dash of
romance thrown in, and got a full-on romance novel with a bit of horses tossed in.

The romance part was inevitable, but Ross tried to throw some twists in the straight line between "can barely
stand one another" and "can't stop ripping each others' clothes off," mostly in the form of personal baggage
and bad exes.

The horse part started strong -- it is, essentially, what brings these two people together in the first place. But
"fixing" the race horse with a lot of potential took a back seat to the romance and the poor horse never got to
get up front again. His victory win (of course) at the end was hurried and anticlimactic.

It's also part of a series, one that I hadn't read. So, if you like Ross' writing and really enjoy romance books
(and don't just spend your time rolling your eyes at the pages), then go ahead -- read this one. If not... pick up
a different book and happily sit in your corner with no worries that you're missing anything.

Amanda Thompson says

I loved this book! A very good story with a cute ending :)

Linda says

Another wonderful book about Ireland and the fairies and tales that go along with this enchanting country.
Legends Lake is a racehorse that runs like the wind until something snaps in his mind and he takes off,
jumping everything that is in his path. Trainer Alec MacKenna decides to take the horse to where he was
born and trained by Kate O'Sullivan in Ireland. With the help of Kate and her expertise, not only is the horse
ready for races but Alec's heart is ready to open.

Holly says

This was the book I was most looking forward to. Kate was introduced during the first novel and I was very
intrigued by her. I expected Ross to take this in a different direction, with Kate meeting the father of her son



again, rather than a complete stranger. I was somewhat disappointed, but still enjoyed the novel.

Kate and Alec don't get along very well at the beginning of the story. He thinks she's crazy and she thinks he
cares for nothing and no one but himself. Watching the blinders fall away from their eyes about each other
was lovely. I also liked the way Ross took care to write about Ross' teenage daughter and their relationship.

Chelsea says

3 stars

Sara says

I loved this book as well as Fair Haven and A Womens Heart. Alec and Kate are a perfect touch of Magic in
and of itself. A love story with so much more.

Megan says

Kind of long for the plot... but easy reading.

Joanne says

I liked it a lot but think the sex was a bit much. I really liked the main characters and getting to know them.

Wendy says

This is a little book that caught my eye and I wasn't sure if I was going to be interested. But because I had
read other Joann Ross novels I thought "what the heck".

Alec McKenna is an American race horse trainer that has a temper. When a horse that he is working with is
forced to race in mud, being scared to death, and the horse falls and breaks it's leg, thus having to be
distroyed. Alec loses his job when he punch's the owner and breaks the guy's jaw. Months go by before he is
offered another job. The horse he is going to train isn't what he would have chosen, but the horse can run.
There is a problem though, he also jumps the fence during the race. Not Good. To figure out what might be
wrong with the horse, he takes him back to his breader in Ireland, along with his 15 yr. old step daughter.

Kate O'Sullivan is a well known Horse breader with a little twist. She happens to be a druid Witch. When
Alec and his Step-daughter show up she is standing in front of a bull dozer trying to save a tree that she
beleives has feiries living in it. Alec thinks she just might be nuts, but he also thinks she is very beautiful.
When the bull dozer driver starts toward her in the big rig she summons the clouds to gather in the sky and
lightning proceeds to come down right in front of the machine. Scaring everyone but Kate. But saving the



tree in the process. Alec doesn't think for one minute that she could have made the lightning come, she just
couldn't. Or could she?

Alec is continually drawn to Kate. She wears so many hats in her world. She is not only a horse breader but a
Mother of two cute kids, runs the barn and takes care of her neighbors. And a Witch too. She is so good with
his rebellious teen age step-daughter. He is truely amazed by her. But as time goes by Alec finds out they
have some similar experiences in their lives. He being abused as a child and she being abused by her soon to
be ex-husband.

While they try to work through the horses issues, they become very close and soon the attraction is too much
and they find them selves in love. But what can they do? She has another three years to wait for her divorce
to become final, under Irish law. But when her husband shows up and beats her again while Alec isn't at the
farm, he feels he needs to handle the issue with the husband. So he visits the man in the hospital and
threatens him. A few days later the police show up and want to know exactly what happened, because the
husband is now dead.

What is to be done? Can they work through their issues? Combine a family? Combine Careers? You will
need to read this really good book to find out.


