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Twelve years after he left Peterborough under a cloud, DI Bliss returns to the city and the major crimes team.
Having spent years policing organised crime, Bliss is plunged straight into the heart of a serial murder
investigation.

Meanwhile, Penny Chandler has been promoted to DS and has been working in London on the Met’s sexual
crimes team. But when two rapes are reported on her old patch in Peterborough, Chandler volunteers to
interview the victims.

Chandler joins the hunt for the attacker and soon notices a possible link between the rapes and Bliss’s
murder investigation. Could the same man be responsible?

Just as both cases seem to stall, a call comes in from an ex-policeman who knows of unsolved cases in the
USA with a similar MO. Bliss finds himself travelling to California to hunt for a killer whose reach may
have stretched further than anyone could possibly imagine.

But in order to catch the murderer, Bliss must discover the killer’s motive. A motive which should have
remained buried in the past…
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From Reader Review The Scent of Guilt for online ebook

Yvonne says

The 2nd in the D.S Bliss series sees the story 12 years on from the first book Bad To The Bone. D.S Jimmy
Bliss makes a return to his old stomping ground and his old job. With the investigation of a strange and
brutal murder, Bliss and his team investigate. D.C Penny Chandler makes a return to Peterborough. The case
she is working on, while on secondment in London may have a link to her old mentors case.

This can be read as a stand alone, but it definitely helps if you have read the first to get a feel for the history
and backstories. I read this book straight off the back of Bad To The Bone so it was still fresh in my head.
There is a time difference of 12 years between the two stories, my reading difference was 12 hours so it did
take me a while to get into this one. Once I got my head around this time difference I was off and running.

There are a few old faces, but also some new ones as you would expect. This has a different feel, it is more
darker, sinister and more intricate. It has several plots running through it that twists together that has the
investigators trying to work out the why’s and the who’s. I do admit to having an inkling as to who the
“who” was, but never completely convinced I was right. The story had some surprising twists and went down
routes I didn’t expect therefore keeping my interest right the way through. I liked the dynamic of Bliss and
Chandler in the first book, and was pleased to see a return of that in this one. Bliss is investigating a much
darker feeling story than the last one, and with Chandler being on secondment to a sex crimes department,
you know this is going to be more sinister. So be warned!

This is a book I would definitely recommend to readers who like police procedural crime, murder, mystery
and thriller books. Dark, brutal and sinister that will have you avidly turning the pages.

Chris Nolan says

Another superb novel from the excellent Bloodhound Books and the impressive Tony J Forder. Having very
much enjoyed Bad To The Bone, I was looking forward to reading this and was not at all disappointed. DI
Jimmy Bliss is back in Peterborough and tasked with solving the murders of a number of old ladies. His
erstwhile partner Penny Chandler is seconded to London but her current case brings her back and she links
up again with bliss. The writing is taut, the story gripping and the ending very satisfying. More please!

Sandy *The world could end while I was reading and I would never notice* says

EXCERPT: The elderly woman lay on her back, arms and legs spread out as if she were forming a large X.
The hood of her beige parka was like a saucer for her spilled blood. In the unnatural light it gleamed like a
halo of slick crude oil. Other than a couple of minor abrasions, her face was untouched. Across the rest of her
body there were too many puncture wounds and lacerations to count, but it looked to Bliss as if there must be
several dozen. He squatted down beside her body to take a closer look. The victim’s green tartan skirt had
been yanked up to her waist, tights shredded and her vulva brutalised, most likely with the same weapon that
had punctured the flesh so cruelly. The remainder of the wounds appeared to be randomly distributed, though
her breasts had been left completely unscathed. The final sickening debasement, was that all ten nails had



been ripped from her fingers.

ABOUT THIS BOOK: Twelve years after he left Peterborough under a cloud, DI Bliss returns to the city
and the major crimes team. Having spent years policing organised crime, Bliss is plunged straight into the
heart of a serial murder investigation.

Meanwhile, Penny Chandler has been promoted to DS and has been working in London on the Met’s sexual
crimes team. But when two rapes are reported on her old patch in Peterborough, Chandler volunteers to
interview the victims.

Chandler joins the hunt for the attacker and soon notices a possible link between the rapes and Bliss’s
murder investigation. Could the same man be responsible?

Just as both cases seem to stall, a call comes in from an ex-policeman who knows of unsolved cases in the
USA with a similar MO. Bliss finds himself travelling to California to hunt for a killer whose reach may
have stretched further than anyone could possibly imagine.

But in order to catch the murderer, Bliss must discover the killer’s motive. A motive which should have
remained buried in the past…

MY THOUGHTS: Stone the crows! That was a journey and a half!

Despite The Scent of Guilt being the second book of the DI Bliss and DC Chandler series, it reads well as a
stand alone. I do feel that I missed out on some background information on Bliss’s life, but it is not essential
to this story. But having whetted my appetite, I am going to go back and read the first in the series, Bad to
the Bone (also the title of one of my favorite George Thorogood songs!).

Bliss, who admits to being 'a grumpy bastard', has a reputation for insubordination, for going his own way,
for swimming against the tide, and for bringing situations crashing down around his own ears. Yet, his team
is fiercely loyal to him and there is a certain chemistry between Bliss and Chandler about which they are
fiercely in denial.

Bliss has been through the wringer in his personal life; he is childless, his wife murdered as a consequence of
his actions, and suffering from Meniere's Disease, he has a deep understanding of people's grief and at times
exhibits quite a philosophical side.

An interesting character and a great plot that leaves me begging for 'more please, Mr Forder.'

Please note: No crows were harmed in the writing of this review.

Thank you to Bloodhound Books via Netgalley for providing a digital copy of The Scent of Guilt by Tony J
Forder for review. All opinions expressed in this review are entirely my own personal opinions.

Please refer to my Goodreads.com profile page or the 'about' page on sandysbookaday.wordpress.com for an
explanation of my rating system.

This review and others are also published on my blog sandysbookaday.wordpress.com
https://sandysbookaday.wordpress.com/...



Eva says

Twelve years after leaving Peterborough and the Major Crimes Team, DI Bliss is back in familiar
surroundings. On his first day, he’s thrown head first into what looks to be a serial killer investigation when
the body of an elderly woman is found. Meanwhile, DI Bliss’s former colleague DS Chandler has been
working on rape investigations. When her most recent case leads her back to Peterborough, she thinks there
may be a connection between the rapes and the murders. Their search for the killer will lead them to America
and back again.

As far as this murder investigation goes, The Scent of Guilt reads perfectly well as a stand-alone but I do feel
you’d miss out on quite a bit of background regarding, for instance, DI Bliss’s health, which is explained in
the first book in this series Bad To The Bone. I’m glad I managed to squeeze that one in before I read this
one, even though I must admit the twelve year gap threw me off a little bit in the beginning and I thought I’d
missed a book somewhere. Things have obviously changed in the last twelve years and some of the people
DI Bliss used to work with have been replaced. Not all of them are happy to see him return and it’s not all
plain sailing.

The chase for the serial killer is incredibly thrilling. The detectives quite quickly zero in on a potential
suspect but are they right in doing so? Is there a rapist and a killer? Or is there only one person responsible
for both vile acts? What is the motivation behind these attacks and why now? All these questions must be
answered, preferably before there’s another victim. But when DI Bliss jets off to America, is he putting his
own investigation into jeopardy? I didn’t have a clue but I really enjoyed trying to figure it out.

I love that part of this book is set in America. Cold cases are always fascinating to me and having the chance
to work on this puzzle alongside Bliss, trying to find some kind of connection to what’s happening back in
the UK, really held my attention throughout. The Scent of Guilt is a well plotted and suspenseful crime
thriller. The pace starts off a little slow but ramps up as you go along and ultimately ends with a most
satisfying conclusion. Another great addition to this series and I hope Bliss and Chandler will return soon!

Sarah says

The Scent of Guilt is the second book in the DI Bliss series. As the book is set twelve years after the first
book, Bad to the Bone, you don’t need to have read the first book to enjoy this one. As it’s a good book
though you will probably want to go back and read it and see how it all starts.

Whilst I enjoyed Bad to the Bone, I have to say The Scent of Guilt just blew me away. Bad to the Bone was
the authors debut novel and he has written a few books since then and for me, with The Scent of Guilt, you
can really see how much the author has grown as a writer. The story just flows perfectly and his talent just
oozes through the pages. It was brilliant and seemed so effortless which made it even more enjoyable.

Bliss I was slightly unsure of in the first book as there were parts of him that I couldn’t relate to but with
time, and like a good wine, he has certainly improved with age. The working chemistry between him and
Chandler is just mesmerising and I couldn’t tear myself away from the pages.

A crime involving rape is never going to be something that is easy to read. I really have to applaud the author
with his writing skills in getting the victims feelings across to the reader. I’m not sure what research he may



have done but he totally nailed it for me and parts made for some really emotional reading.

The Scent of Guilt is very much a game of cat and mouse with some shocking twists and turns. The author
has raised the bar very high with this book and I literally can not wait to see what he has in store for us next.

Pat says

DI Bliss returns to Peterborough after an absence of 12 years following the events of the previous book, Bad
To The Bone. Penny Chandler has been promoted to DS and is investigating a series of rapes in the sexual
crimes unit in London. On his return, Bliss is thrown straight into a murder investigation. An older woman is
found with horrific stab wounds and her fingernails removed. Bliss calls on Penny for some help as there
may be a sexual element to the murder. Or is the rapist escalating? Or are there two perpetrators?

Things start to move when Bliss gets a phone call from a former police officer in California. There were a
couple of very similar murders there which were never solved. Bliss travels to California to see if there really
is a link to his own case. It seems there is. That's when the action really starts to ramp up and it gets very cat
and mouse. Quite dark and troubling, this book is an excellent addition to the genre.

sue says

I have books on my shelf unread by this author. I’m now asking myself Why!

Although this is book 2 in a series I was assured that it can easily be read as a standalone. I can confirm that.

I am assuming that DI Bliss was in the previous book, but this is a new case. I’m thinking I’ve just missed
out a bit on his life.
DI Bliss has returned to the place he worked before. He’s landed into a (what looks like) random murders
however, there was some sticky moments when I thought he was standing on Edwards toes as she wanted to
lead.
I thought he handled that situation pretty dam well.
That’s where I’m guessing from book 1 that Bliss personality was harsher and he’s calmed down a bit. It was
a remark that Edwards had said to him.

The cases of the murders are not straight forward and what made a change for me was ( don’t judge me lol)
the victims were not the usual young girl per sa. They were latter age.
So this intrigued more.

The first case upon finding the body made me cross my legs, I kid you not.
This author writes really well, his words get inside your head where you are being shown snapshots, that’s
the only way I can personally describe it.

The finale was awesome.

Definitely reading more from this author.
I need to fit his other books in to my schedule and take them off my bookshelf.



Thanks to the author Tony Forder for providing me with great thought provoking matter and to Bloodhounds
for my copy via Net Galley

Helle Brown says

#TheScentOfGuilt by Tony J Forder
17 February 2018

I received this book from #NetGalley in exchange for my unbiased review but I loved the book so much that
halfway through the book I looked up the author and found out that this was the second book in a series.
Right then and there I bought the first in the series “Bad to the Bone” and as soon as I finish this I am
starting on the other one. The book has everything you could ever want in a book: great story line, great and
interesting characters that just keep you glued to the book. I did realize that this was going to be a favorite so
I tried to space it out as long as I could but only lasted 3 days. There was one thing that bugged me a bit and
that was the multiple references to DI Bliss’s disease, Menuiere which I had never heard about and Kindle
didn’t recognize it either. I ended up looking it up in a dictionary just because of the frequent references. But
out of that whole book that was the only thing I didn’t get and the rest of the book so made up for that tiny
bit. Tony Forder is now one of my favorite British authors along with Bruce Beckham and Peter Grainger. I
am looking forward to hopefully many more in this series. I already see a glimmer of an idea for DI Bliss’s
mother in Ireland and her group of new widows. Truly a remarkable book which I will happily recommend
far and wide.

Books n All Jill Burkinshaw says

I am a big fan of Tony Forder.  I have not yet read Bad to the Bone but read and absolutely loved Degrees of
Darkness and Scream Blue Murder.

DI Bliss left Peterborough 12 years ago and has just managed to work his way back.  The book begins with
him being thrown head first into a murder investigation that turns out to be the 3rd case with the same MO:
there is a serial killer on the loose.  Him being given the investigation doesn't go down well with his superior
and others at the station so not only does he have to solve the case he also has to earn the friendship and
respect of his colleagues.

DI Bliss is a damaged character with health and anger issues but one that grows on you as the realisation that
under all that is a compassionate man who is determined to bring the villains to justice. He soon earns the
respect of his team and they all work together in an effective manner.

As with all Tony's books the suspense and intrigue starts from the first page and from there I was hooked. 
There are 2 cases running through the story one is a serial rapist and the other a murderer who targets old
women. Bliss soon gets a handle on the profile of the murder suspect but is totally baffled by the rape cases.
When a tiny link between the 2 is identified the intrigue increases and even more so when a Policeman from
California notices similarities to a cold case over there.

This is a fast paced book with many twists and turns. The reader is taken on a roller coaster ride throughout
the book to a breath-taking conclusion. An absolutely brilliant read and well worth the 5 stars. Thank you to



Bloodhound Books for the advance copy and to Tony for writing such a gripping story.

Elaine Tomasso says

I would like to thank Netgalley and Bloodhound Books for an advance copy of The Scent of Guilt, the
second novel to feature DI Jimmy Bliss and DS Penny Chandler.

On the eve of his first official day at the Peterborough station Bliss is called out to a murder scene where a
pensioner has been stabbed to death and her finger nails removed. This is the killer's third victim so he is
now leading the hunt for a serial killer. Chandler, seconded to the Met's Sapphire Unit, comes back to
Peterborough to interview rape victims and makes a breakthrough observation linking the two cases.

I enjoyed The Scent of Guilt which is a fast paced procedural with plenty going on in terms both of action
and the investigation. I like the fact that with no forensics or witnesses it is the minor anomalies and
deductive reasoning that provide the solution. The trip to California is an interesting sideline with both action
and investigation but highly improbable in these straitened times. The plotting is well done with good pacing
on the reveals, tension and action.

I was less keen on the characterisation which doesn't ring true to me. Bliss is a man with several tics, he has a
chronic illness, a murdered wife and no respect for authority. I like the way he is able to defend his position
logically and articulately but it makes his emotional over reliance on Chandler difficult to understand or
believe. There is a hint about chemistry between them but who knows? His DCI's animosity towards him is
even more difficult to understand or believe. She is a senior police officer who certainly didn't get to that
position by prejudging people on the basis of rumours and half truths which apparently does. Chandler is the
smart one on the team, able to make links and draw inferences that elude the others but she too has a troubled
past.

The Scent of Guilt is a solid read. 3.5* rounded up to 4* for the plotting.

Susan Hampson says

Although this book can be read as a stand alone I strongly advise you to not only read the first book in the
series, Bad to the Bone, but also everything else Tony Forder has written. So you may guess now that I am a
bit of a fan. There is just something about his writing that makes the stories feel like they could be headlines
in the daily papers or I could switch on the tv to Sky News to see if one or another of these crimes have been
solved. They just feel so real but with the added bonus of me feeling part of the team and having inside
knowledge of how it is all coming together or not!

I was delighted that DI Bliss was back and that DS Chandler would be joining him too on their old patch.
Unfortunately it was because a couple of recent horrific murders of older women and the brutal rapes of
young women were possibly linked. Now this attacker certainly has issues with women, not to mention the
very weird relationship that he really has. Cor Blimey this is a story of how life events really mix you up,
play with your mind and down right wreck your life from the chance of ever being normal.

To say that there is a little bit of friction at the station just wouldn’t really cut it. I mean it has been years



since DI Bliss was near the place but I felt like cowering in a corner myself. The frustration in him was quite
electric and at some point I just knew that fuse would pop.

Tony Forder always manages to get across the horrific violence in these crimes by using the detectives in the
investigation to talk about the injuries rather than the actual assaults and murders as they are happening. I
still feel I got all of the facts of what these women have gone through without being a real witness to the
crime as it happens. It makes it easier reading.

There is a part of the book where the feelings and emotions of dealing with rape are raised. It is only
touching the surface but makes some very valid points.

This is a fabulous read again, with heart in your mouth moments that just seal the deal on this little beauty.
Loved it!

Philomena Callan Cheekypee says

Oh my dayz. After reading Bad to the Bone which is book one in the DI Bliss and DCI Chandler series I
couldn’t resist jumping into this and I’m delighted I did.

Many years have passed and DC Jimmy Bliss is back in Peterborough investigating a serial murder. Penny
Chandler is in London investigating sexual crimes. When two rapes are reported in Peterborough Chandler
volunteers to investigate. Are the murder and rape investigations connected in some way??

I thoroughly enjoyed this read. The storyline was really thought out. I loved how some of the characters we
read and loved in book one were back to help with the investigation.
I’ve read every book this author has written. If your looking for a well written police thriller then I highly
recommend you set time aside and devour these books. Can’t wait to read more from this author.

Dash fan says

4? A Gripping Crime Thriller

The Scent of Guilt is the second book in the series. However this is the first book I have read in the series
and I had no problems getting stuck in. Definetly can be read as a standalone without any problems.

Detective Inspector Bliss is back and is thrown into a serial killer case. These murders are brutal and don't
appear to have any motive.
Detective Chandler is also investigating rape cases and it appears that there might just be a link to the
different cases.

Bliss helps Chandler and they end up working together to uncover the killer.
They make a good team, each bringing something different to the investigation.

The Scent of Guilt starts of somewhat slower but it quickly drags you in and commands your attention.
The murders are gruesome, the case is cleverly weaved together, some great twists and it kept me guessing.



Definetly recommend this book if your looking for a gripping Crime Thriller that will drag you and keep you
reading till the early hours.

Thank you to Bloodhound Books for this copy which I reviewed honestly and voluntarily.

My Review is also on my blog website:
https://dashfan81.blogspot.com/2018/0...

Karen Cole says

I was immediately impressed when I started reading The Scent of Guilt that Tony J. Forder has taken the
rather unusual step of setting this second book in his DI Bliss series twelve years after the previous novel. It
can be read and enjoyed as a standalone novel but if possible I would recommend reading the series in order.
Jimmy Bliss was forced to move away from Peterborough after the fall-out from the investigation covered in
Bad to the Bone and after several years involved in policing organised crime, he has returned to the city to
head up a murder investigation. In the intervening years he hasn't managed to completely overcome his
demons but he has learned how to manage them more effectively and is taking better care of his health. He's
still prone to losing his temper in the face of unreasonable authority but he at least now grudgingly accepts
the unavoidable politics of the job. Meanwhile Penny Chandler is now a Detective Sergeant and has been
working in London for the Sapphire Unit, investigating rape and serious assault. The pairing between the two
officers is a real strength of this series and I was relieved that their reunion feels a natural progression of the
cases they are investigating and not forced for the sake of the plot. The easygoing rapport between them
remains but the older and wiser Bliss has come to recognise just how much he relies on Chandler. The
progression in their relationship is thoughtfully explored and once again character development is an
outstanding feature of this series.
The narrative is told in the third person and follows Bliss' investigation but occasionally chapters reveal the
killer's movements instead and being privy to the thoughts of this twisted and dangerous individual who is
driven to commit heinous acts of violence is chilling and adds an even more desperate sense of urgency to
the proceedings. The two detectives face a race against time before there are more rapes and murders and the
case ends up taking them to California after an extraordinary tip leads them to look into a cold case over
there. Moving the action away from Peterborough could have been a risk as I felt the author's local
knowledge added a sense of authenticity to the sense of place in Bad to the Bone. Thankfully the gamble
pays off; the various locations and the complexities of law enforcement in America have clearly been well
researched meaning these engrossing scenes are also completely believable. It's not all Californian sun
however, and the conclusion back in England is absolutely breathtaking and really makes the most of a
windswept, remote location.
The Scent of Guilt may be an intriguing mystery with superb characterisation and riveting action but it's also
a contemplative examination of what makes somebody evil. Tony J. Forder considers some complex themes
here as characters' discussions include the generational patterns of abuse and the morals of the death penalty;
and the importance of relationships, whether as sources of love, trust and strength or as more toxic influences
are thought-provokingly scrutinised. I thoroughly recommend this intelligent, compelling thriller and eagerly
look forward to reading more books from Tony in the future.



Jackie Roche says

I would like to thank NetGalley and Bloodhound Books for allowing me to read this which I voluntarily
reviewed.
Although this is book 2 in the DI Bliss series, it can be read as a stand-alone thriller. I am sure that you will
want to read book 1 anyway!
As usual Mr Forder has produced an excellent book. I particularly liked the relationship between DI Bliss
and DS Chandler. They work well together on a professional as well as a personal level.
This is a well written crime thriller that I would definitely recommend to lovers of this genre.


