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Once, there was a girl who loved saffron. She loved its secrets, its mystery, and best of all, she loved its hint
of magic.

After the death of her beloved mother, Nell travels from rural Cornwall to the colour and chaos of
Marrakech. Her marriage may be on the rocks, but exploring the heady delights of Moroccan cuisine could
help her fulfil her dream of opening her own restaurant.

It's there she meets Amy - a young photographer trying to unravel the story behind her family's involvement
in the Vietnam War. The two women develop a close friendship and discover a surprising connection
between their own pasts.

This connection will take Nell and Amy on a journey to find their own 'saffron trail' - from the labyrinthine
medina and bustle of Moroccan bazaars all the way back home to Cornwall and to the heart of their families'
origins.
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From Reader Review The Saffron Trail for online ebook

Izzy Kruger says

Reading this book was a wonderfully colourful and rich experience. Not because of the story itself, which
was rather disappointingly predictable from the start. And equally annoyingly unrealistic. But luckily,
whatever you might feel cheated out of due to the lacklustre plot, Rosanna Ley makes up for with her vivid
descriptions of Morocco, and especially it's culinary marvels.

The mouthwatering dishes she cooks up for you throughout the pages, combined with the polychromatic
landscape of Marrakech, and Essaouira, will make you long to experience the sensory overload of Northern
Africa. So much so that my reading this book ultimately culminated in a Morrocan themed feast I prepared
for friends and family, which was a roaring success!

Definitely a must read for anyone with an interest in travel, or the culinary arts!

Liz says

Having visited Morocco last year this book transported me straight back to the sights, sounds and smells of
Marrakech. Rosanna Ley combines wonderful description, great characters and a story that manages to be
both heart-wrenching and heart-warming at the same time!

Aditi says

“A mother is the truest friend we have, when trials heavy and sudden fall upon us; when adversity takes the
place of prosperity; when friends desert us; when trouble thickens around us, still will she cling to us, and
endeavor by her kind precepts and counsels to dissipate the clouds of darkness, and cause peace to return to
our hearts.”

----Washington Irving

Rosanna Ley, an English author, pens her latest contemporary fiction, The Saffron Trail that tells the story of
a daughter's search for her mother's past in a land of magic and saffron away from the humdrum of a big city
in a place which itself has it's own mysteries to tell through it's history. It is also the story of a niece to find
for her Aunt's lost son in a land of mystery.

Synopsis:

Once, there was a girl who loved saffron. She loved its secrets, its mystery, and best of all, she loved its hint
of magic.

After the death of her beloved mother, Nell travels from rural Cornwall to the colour and chaos of



Marrakech. Her marriage may be on the rocks, but exploring the heady delights of Moroccan cuisine could
help her fulfil her dream of opening her own restaurant.

It's there she meets Amy - a young photographer trying to unravel the story behind her family's involvement
in the Vietnam War. The two women develop a close friendship and discover a surprising connection
between their own pasts.

This connection will take Nell and Amy on a journey to find their own 'saffron trail' - from the labyrinthine
medina and bustle of Moroccan bazaars all the way back home to Cornwall and to the heart of their families'
origins.

Nell visits to her mother's past in Morocco after her mother's sudden death, since after her death, Nell
realized that her mother kept her own past, especially the identity of Nell's father from her and only to
unravel her mother's past as well as with regards from her husband as a birthday present, Nell travels to
Morocco. So despite of the almost broken marriage, she is determined to find out who her mother was, and
why she kept her past hidden away from her. Amy is a photographer who is in a bad relationship and she too
has lots of family history to unravel especially of the estranged aunt's who once had a life during the
Vietnam War and in someway had an involvement in the war. So to unravel her aunt's past and her family's
hidden mystery, Amy travels to Morocco, where she meets Nell. Together they explore the Saffron farms,
the mysteries of Morocco, it's local cuisine, language, culture etc, only to find a connection between both the
family histories.

This is the second book that I'm reading of Rosanna Ley. Her previous book, Return to Mandalay was
equally enriching and soul touching. Ley has a way to write stories which can touch the hearts of the readers
so deeply, mainly because she writes them with so much compassion. Her writing style is flawless and
exquisite wit an evocative prose. The story has so much depth that it has enough power to hold anyone till
the very last page. Her stories are always comprised of so many layers- like stories within stories. In this
book too, each character had their won story to narrate that finally connects them all when they meet at the
crossroads. The story flows like a river, never too slow never too fast, only at it's own pace like a rhythm.

Rosanna Ley has a talent to find and evolve stories in beautiful places and cities of the world, so together
with the beauty of a particular place, the author spins a story which has the city's flair and the author's own
emotions. She once again captured yet another destination with her elegant words and also wit her mind's
eyes- Morocco. The mystical land that has its own beauty and essence and mysteries, are all vividly arrested
into this story. As Nell and Amy's story progressed so is the story of the city- Morocco. The author has also
captured the timeline during the Vietnam War, which may not have that strong presence in the book, but the
past is pristinely featured in the story. Yes Ley's books are always like a magical portal to a different better
world.

The characters are drawn realistically with lots of back story and their own guilt to support their demeanor.
Amy and Nell both are a victim of pain and are in bad relationships, yet somehow this pain of theirs feels so
enriching to the readers, since the author has a way to fill the minds of the readers with sympathy for both
the protagonists. The supporting cast is also strongly developed and are featured with lots of realism in their
demeanor. Each and every character are etched out with love, thus they all have a way to make the readers
feel and move them deeply with the story.

Overall, this is a wonderful story and once again Rosanna Ley captivated both my heart and mind wit her
compelling yet emotional story.



Verdict:  A must read book for all the contemporary as well as historical fiction fans.

Courtesy:  Thanks to the author, Rosanna Ley's, publishers, for providing me with a copy of her book, in
return for an honest review.

Thebooktrail says

Travel the book locations here: Booktrail to Morocco

Even the name sounds good to us – Scent of Saffron and a trail to Morocco! Yes please! Don’t read if you’re
hungry though…

Whatever you do, don’t read this book if you are the slightest bit hungry! I did and well I had to raid the
fridge for anything exotic I could find. The next day I did pop out to buy some Moroccan food such was the
pull and attraction of it from this very novel.

Like a series of ingredients all mixed together bubbling away in a tagine, take off the lid and boom – you’re
in Morocco, eating, tasting, hearing and feeling the pulse of the city. From the dusty streets and the ancient
walls, to taking your first aroma of saffron, this is a book which I am now going to use as a springboard for
learning more about what I can do with the tagine someone bought me last christmas and those broken tiles
I’d collected from my travels.

I was swept away by the stories and legends contained in this novel. There is so much to this story that at
first the cover and blurb might not do it justice. This is no flowery story but a deep and meaningful search for
the truth in to family secrets.

Once again Rosanna Ley has transported me to a whole new world and inspired me to read more about
Morocco and its vibrancy.

Despite the focus being on Marrakech and Essaouria, not to mention early scenes in a Paris bookstore –
Shakespeare and Company? Cornwall also takes a leading role in the story and the saffron farm on the
Roseland Peninsula in Cornwall where Nell grows up helps to explain her wanderlust for Morocco now.

Utterly and totally recommended for a literary travel experience of a lifetime!

Helen Carolan says

Another wonderful read from Rosanna Ley. having read her previous books and enjoyed them Ihad high
hopes for this one and it didn't disappoint. two women find themselves in Morocco trying to find out about
their secret pasts'

Egle Gus says

Tikrai per daug išt?sta istorija, mano nuomone, visk? b?t? buv? galima puikiai papasakoti ir su 250 puslapi?.



Skaitant ši? knyg?, neatsirado jokio ryšio, joki? ypating? jausm?. Tos pa?ios situacijos ir istorijos, knygoje,
perpasakojamos po kelis kartus... Tiesiog likau klaidingai sudominta knygos pavadinimu.

Jemima Pett says

Delightful, beautifully written, and moreish.

My first impression of the book was that the language was very descriptive. In some other author’s hands I
might have found it too much. Yet somehow it not only went with the atmosphere of mystery about saffron
and the people in the story, it made the atmosphere. The author really excelled at painting pictures with
words, just as one of the protagonists tells stories with photographs.

The narrative ebbs and flows, with a backstory for a character who is obviously significant intertwined
between Nell’s and Amy’s stories. Or is it Lilian’s? Many times I found myself certain of the reason, only
for doubt to creep in and leave me just thinking about relationships, and time, and the links between saffron
and other things.

This book was most unusual for me. It was one I could get absorbed in, then leave for periods of time
without losing the plot. I don’t know whether the author instilled some of the Moroccan ‘live in the present’
ethos, which allowed me to cogitate, always looking forward to reading more. Yet the urgency was not there,
only a sense of destiny. I didn’t ‘need’ to read on, I would when I had the time to reflect and enjoy.

Was this the power of Ms Ley’s writing? Was it the subject matter? I don’t know. It made me give it five
stars, though. And I’m looking forward to reading more of this author’s work.

Tripfiction says

Novel set in Morocco and Cornwall.

An interesting and intriguing book that explores complicated relationships spanning the decades. Stories
interwoven in an enjoyable manner that leaves the reader not wanting to put the book down as the story
unfolds.

The book is set in Cornwall and Morocco and centres around saffron as the title suggests. Nell is having
difficulty is coming to terms with the death of her mother who tended her own saffron field in Cornwall. As
a birthday present, Nell is given a cookery course in Marrakech by her husband Callum.

In Marrakech, Nell meets Amy, a photographer who is involved in taking photographs for a Moroccan
exhibition. They pair up and decide to extend their stay and further explore the country, eventually visiting a
saffron farm and meeting a mysterious man.

The descriptions of the spice market in Marrakech were wonderful and I could remember visiting it myself,
buying saffron and other spices. Memories of the aromas and characters of the market came back and
tempted me to try some recipes with saffron and other spices.



Apart from the story of Amy and her journey to understand her mother and delve into the question of who
her father was, Nell too has a story.

Her great-aunt Lilian, a strong woman who travelled back to Cornwall after being in America for many
years. She has a secret. Descriptions of the GI’s arriving in Cornwall when she was a teenager, her
subsequent marriage to a GI and how her life unfolded before she returns home to make amends with her
sister.

Rosanna has a gift with words as her characters develop and the story unfolds. Well worth reading.

Adelaide Silva says

Entre as 4/4,5*. Foi difícil entrar na história, os saltos constantes entre as histórias dos personagens quase me
levaram a desistir, não fosse as descrições de Marraquexe e de Essaouira, que conheci numas férias por
Marrocos e teria abandonado a sua leitura. Mas a lembrança do the à la menthe oferecido por todo o sítio, os
odores das especiarias, os sabores do tagine berbere e os tons quentes das suas terras fizeram-me continuar.
Ainda bem que o fiz, quando as peças do puzzle começaram a encaixar-se a leitura passou a ser empolgante.

Maria João (A Biblioteca da João) says

9 de 10*

Rosanna Ley surpreendeu-me no seu primeiro romance editado em Portugal, “Regresso a Mandalay”, pela
forma como transmitiu cheiros e sabores e como me fez viajar para locais longinquos. Em “O Feitiço de
Marraquexe” volta a fazê-lo de forma brilhante! A escritora refere que viaja muito e isso reflete-se bem nos
seus livros, cuja acção se passa sempre em lugares onde os sentidos são explorados de forma intensa. É uma
leitura sensorial, onde o açafrão é o rei!

Comentário completo em:
http://abibliotecadajoao.blogspot.pt/...

Vanessa Martins says

Aqui a minha opinião sobre este livro maravilhoso

http://www.clubedoslivros.pt/2017/04/...

Um livro 1000??

Carole says

If you're like me and love books that transport you to a different place/country, then this is a book for you.



Every sense was covered as the author described the essence of Morocco. Add to this a good storyline and
you've got The Saffron Trail. I would highly recommend this book. It was my first read from this author and
it has certainly left me looking for more.

Samantha says

The Saffron Trail is a lovely written book, it's full of descriptive passages both of the country of Morocco
and of Moroccan cuisine. I would have thought I'd love it and in parts I did but it was just too much
descriptive content for me. The book could have been half the length without it and a much better read. I
found the endless descriptions of every chapter distracted me from what was happening and in the end I skim
read this missing out these passages and getting down to the conversation and what was happening.

Overall the story line was good but as I said pace was obstructed for me. The story has two main characters,
Nell and Amy both of whom at the start don't know each other. They come together for the first time when
they meet in Morocco. Nell has been given a birthday present from her husband Callum of a Moroccan
cookery experience and Amy is visiting Morocco for a photo shoot to promote a Moroccan event for her
gallery in Lyme Regis. Nell is recovering from the sudden and unexpected death of her mother and Amy is
searching for her cousin Glenn. Amy is taking photos and including the Moroccan cookery course as part of
her exhibition photos and meets with Nell. They seem to have an immediate bond with each other and
become good friends over the week of the trip. Secondary characters are introduced over the course of the
story and it flows along nicely bringing the lives of the two main characters together.

I won't spoil the story by giving anything away suffice it to say that there is a nice twist and it's not entirely
predictable which was a nice surprise. As I said it was just too wordy and too long for me, I was in danger of
not finishing it which would have been a shame as it deserves to be read to the end. I can give this 3.5 stars
but it would have been more if it had been shorter - descriptions of saffron are lovely but really once was
enough without labouring the point and endless passages of descriptive narrative on cuisine smells were for
me overkill.

I have rounded it up to 4 stars for goodreads and Amazon. I would like to thank the publisher for sending this
in exchange for an honest review.

Maria says

Nell e a mãe eram muito unidas, mas agora que a mãe morreu Nell sente-se completamente desamparada. A
juntar a isso, a relação com o marido Callum está a passar por uma fase menos boa.
Talvez para tentar alegrar a sua esposa, Callum oferece-lhe uma viagem a Marraquexe, juntamente com um
curso de culinária, como prenda de aniversário.

Amy trabalha como fotógrafa numa galeria de arte que, através de de um projecto que quer implementar
sobre a cultura marroquina, em Dorset, parte para aquele país. O objectivo é também procurar o paradeiro de
um primo, desaparecido há mais de 30 anos.

Juntas vão encontrar-se no hotel Riad Lazulli e tornam-se companheiras de viagem e confidentes.



O facto de Nell querer saber mais sobre o passado da mãe, beber mais da cultura que a sua mãe gostava tanto
vai fazer com que esta viagem seja uma forma de conhecer ainda mais sobre Marrocos e a mãe. O ambiente,
os cheiros das especiarias, a comida, tudo nos remete para o açafrão, para o amarelo, para as cores fortes e
garridas. [...]

Opinião completa aqui: http://marcadordelivros.blogspot.com/...

Stine Thomsen says

The book could (in my opinion) easily have been cut 100-200 pages shorter. The book was waaaaaay to
long, and therefore, became boring at multiple sequences. What a shame.


