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One of the most internationally noteworthy titles from Europe in recent years, Mammalsis awitty
anatomization of modern life. Caustic, comic, and unflinchingly honest, Mammalsis a cruel but beautiful
tale of love, solitude, alcoholism, family, and unemployment. This fictional memoir of a glorious loser
recounts the life of the Uncle, an unhappy Parisian bachelor whose only true loves were a Polish girl and a
divorcee. Heisadrunk; heis sarcastic; he works and fails desultorily in several fields until he winds up
surrounded by neurotic women, ateacher in a secondary school. He tries out therapist after therapist and
can't figure out who is the butt of the joke. He has nephews and this makes him nervous. In fact, almost
everything about family life makes him nervous — especially now that he's living at home again. He coins
proverbs for living with lowered expectations and attempts a bestiary of his pathological parents, the
mammals of thetitle.

Riding its handbasket merrily to hell, veering now and then toward overwhelming lyricism, Mammals pieces
together the portrait of modern society's Everyman. It establishes Pierre Merot as an extraordinary and
delightful voice of international stature.
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Adelina Genova says
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Stephen Witt says

Cute, but forgettable.

Katherine says

On page 33 and thisis awesome. DL would love.

[later]
Therest of the book doesn't really live up to pp 1-33, but till worth my time. (Five stars for the first bit;
three for the rest.) Cranky and hilariousin that way only the French know how to do.

Vassiliki Dass says

3.8*

ATOAOUCTIK? G?T1PA TNG YOAANIK?GC KOIVOIV20G (KO 2X1 KAV0 QUOIKA) KOl KUP?2WE TOU EKTINOEVTIKO?
OLOT2UOTOC (Y?ALO PET? DUKP?LV), TNC ETIXEIPNHUATIK?E KOIV?2TNTAC (ETT?0NC d7Kpua aTr? TA Y?ALQ,
OUT? TO OTT?0TIOOWA €101K? B0 70EAd va TO ypAPw £y? ?tav Ba T?pw oNVTAEN Kal Ba Hrop? ma va
HIA?00 EAEBEPQ), TNC EPWTIK G {W?C OTIC OYXPOVEC LEYOAOUTIPAEIC KO TOU KOAA2UATOC TV
QVTPV HE TNV HOU? TOUG. VA SIOHOVTKI KPUUUAV0 aTnv BLRA10672KN pou am? 1o 2005!

Elizabeth says

Sorry, | disagree with all the hype from le Figaro etc. This book didn't live up to the promise of its
(acknowledgedly wonderful) first line.

| don't even think a better translator would have helped that much.




Jana says

If I was sad and lonely, in my forties and mortified of life, impotent and angry, with sexua problems and
unhappy, but most of all depressed because world and life are just dark and unfair (allow me my inspiration
break so | can order new glass of wine and cognac while | write thisin some basement pub) — then there
would be a chance for which | would say that | found myself in Uncle’ s words.

Current French existentialism is one sad sad place.

I don't like books with no existent dialogue ... words on words on words ... but that are so deep that you
want to drown yourself like they are at the end of the well and you need to dive for them, because thereis
obviously no way out.

And you have no light in your life and people are bastards, and you KNOW your family will leave you, and
your loverswill leave you, and children will leave you, and you are penniless and work some shitty job, and
your anger toward your parents the mammalsis so frustrating (why did those creatures have you in the first
place, because obviously lets blame everything on mammals) and you just want to have a decent fuck, and
you even annoy your psychiatrist, and you had few unsuccessful marriages.

And you have only one faithful friend.

Y our acohol.

Misery cometo me, | can't stand life anymore — basic thought of this book. BUT | like it. Because | know
that | will not always be young and happy and sunshine flowers all around me. Cynicism, irony, wrinkles,
shitty bank statements and arse full of cellulite will come to me aswell, and then | will embrace this book in
my arms and say, at last, at last we meet face to face my dear friend.

Lets be serious. | just purely hope that in my forties | will not be as screwed up as this assholeis.

L et me pour you another drink, n'est-ce pas?

L ampone says

A fantastic read, a story well told of alife quite frustrated. | feel like | should turn back to page one and dive
once again into that bacchanalia of sex and liquor at dawn and indulge into the human drama and
frustrations, get dizzy on those delicious sentences and descriptions and drink drink drink once again the
ambrosia of this genius. But right now somebody's knocking at the door, and | have to put down my beer...

Elaine says

This makes you rethink what anovel is. There is no character development, no plot to speak of. It is more of
awitty bunch of observations about alcoholism and the genera failings of ane'er do well uncle, which,



supposedly everyone has, or maybe not everyone. Quick read.

Oh, how could | forget? Mammals are mothers and he doesn't much like them at all.

Allison says

Bitterly existential. And French!

Bla says

ack! i am clearly not literate enough to enjoy a french trandation.

Walter says

Funny opening line:

"Every model family should have a fuck-up: afamily without afuck-up is not truly afamily, because it lacks
an element that challengesiit, thereby reinforcing its legitimacy."

| picked at this book and took it down in small bites(and still do when | need a laugh).

Asthisnovel issardonic. That is, the word is derived from the Sardinian plant. You eat it, laugh in a spasm
like fashion, and then die.

So: small bites. Hilarious riffs on teaching, people, publishing, etc.

Edit: more info on sardonic:

'Sardonic Grin' Has Rootsin Poisonous Herb

http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2009/05...

Noelia Mendizabal says

No se puede huir de los franceses.

Georgia Douk. says



Ouu?el W?AAOV MTIOUK 2Q00KI OAA? e KOA?TEPN YPAE? B0 TOAU?0W VO T, . ELUOV? 0TO OAKO?A
OTIC KATAXP?OEIC KAl OTO 0€€. AUT? N EUUOV? VoUW ?TL TO EUTIDO?El VA ATEAELOBEPWBE? KOl v
TEI OUT? TIOU 0?TWC ? PAAWC ETIXEIPE?. TAEIK? {NT2UATA, AVEPY?D, OOTIK? TIP?TLTIO KO OIKOYVELd,
MEYOAOUTI?AEIC KA ACTIK?C TP?MOC {W?C.

lotop?0 Vac¢ Be?0¢ KOVT? HEGPALKOC TIOL ?XEl {?0€l Y?2U0, XWPIOW?, TEPITI?TEIEC, KAPL?PEC, AVEPY?Q,
2PWTA KATAOTPOQ? OAA? 2A0 AUT? 10UV A 200 aTT? TN 0 VOAIPN TNC ETIBOA?C TNC OOTIK?G
OLTIK?C KOIVWV?20C. AAA? KOl UWPAAOV OPKET? PPOUBIK? ETIPPO?. 200G KAL YIA AUT? ava@?pETal OE
BNACoTIK? yia va 3?6l TN dUOEOP?0 TNC LETBACNC ATE? TNV APX? TNEC NOOV?E GTNV apX? NG
TPOYUATIK 2TNTOC,

2nuea:

"Av dev €720 CLVAVT?0El TOV TIOIT?PA 0OC, Ba £?2Xa ayop?0el Va Kav?¢'. "H cuvalobnuatik?
OUTOKTOV?0 OLUV?0TATAL AOITTAV OTOV VA LAVOUUE TIOA? KALP? UE VA TA?0A TIOU OEV TIPOCTIOP?LEL
TOP? EA?X1OTN LKOVOTIO?ON" OEA 62

KAaTtam\nKTIK? N Topoua?00n T VVolLag TN TIHyKOOU 0TI N oNG:

"Tov 8?0 TOV €ZAKLAV CUXV? Ol ?PIHEC YUVA KEC, WVOEIEN, O?XWC PANO, EVZC AVETIPAUTOU

0131 TT?3e10V OUL-

HTAYUATOC. X 2PN OTIC TEXVOAOY?EC TIOU EKUETAAAEZETAL, TO VTEPVET IKOVOTOIE? TIC TIO ALXUNP?E
ogéova

AK?¢ TPOTIN?0¢e1C. O1 ETT2UAXEG DIAKAOD?0EIC TOU 0O G PPVOLV KATEVOE?0V OTNV KAPAL? TOU
TIPOOWTIKO? 00 ¢

AdBupBoL. Eal TEXVOAOYIK? EQXT?, L?0W dAJOXIKV lACTAVP?0EWV KPITNP2WY, VO
oonynbe?te otnv

ATPAUTN EIKVA Y?2PW AT? TNV OTIO?20 TEPICTPZPETAL ?AN 00 N GEEOLOALX?2TNTA: [Ld ypL?

TX 200 pKN, @a-

AOXP?, aALGOSEUVN, TIOU YAE?PEL VAV TOETOVO0 2PnBo pe pol KAAGV, EV20w TN 00d0U?LEl Va
OTTVIEA

Bpetvng pe apTi?peC, TO OTI0?0 CUUTAKETAI PE HIO TPIXWT? MaTov?(a TIoL P7PEL VA VIYOVTIO?0
TT?0C KI

?XEL GTOV OPOVOIXTO TUCIV? TNE TO TLPOPZA0 EVC AUEPIX VIXOUL 2PUOTOC U?2XNG, X.0.X. EVval avut?
TIOU

OVOU?ETAl TINYKOCOUIOTIO?NON. H TYKOOUIOTIO?N OGN CUOXET?LETAL, KAB?C aVETAL, KAT? GPIXT?
Xal avayxa?o

TP?TO HE TO ATE?PWC UIKP? OA 194 -195

Virag says

Dark and funny.

Matic Sket says

Tako 7isto nakratko povedano: Vsi smo mi malo v ku* cu.




