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Jennifer says

Let me start by saying that | am not in middle school, but have nephews and cousins that are, so | like to
prescreen books and write reviews to et them and other parents know about these books.

This book was incredible, most books you just read, this book was very interactive, there were alot of
guestions and there were pages where you could draw, etc. Rafe and Georgiatalk about bullying and alot of
other issues that Middle school kids go through. They fight like typical siblings, but if an outside party
messes with one of them, LOOK OUT!

I think thisis a great book for al those kids out there that just won't read. This was a fun book!

Cheryl says

I loved thefirst in the series. But each subsequent one is becoming more slight & trivial, and more cliched.
The Mad Libsin here are lame. The activities include 'free period, draw whatever.' One of the showdowns
tells the reader what all his quarterfinal & semifinal choices will be, forcing an outcome. Kids deserve better.
Otoh, it's popular. I can see the mark of many readings on my library copy.

On the third hand, popular includes Twilight and Da Vinci Code.

Now to find an eraser so | don't get blamed for the previous user's (few) write-ins.

:sigh:

Wallis says

This book isamazing, | love how they argue all the way through the book but at the end the admit that they
have their differences but they are still there for each other!

Elizabeth says

Thisisthefirst book in the Middle School seriesthat I've read (and it's number five) and | loved it! It was
very entertaining and would be a perfect book to recommend to a reluctant reader, or anyone who enjoys
books like the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series or the Dork Diaries. Middle School: Ultimate Showdownisa
sibling debate book with Rafe and Georgia going back and forth giving advice on many things middle
schoolers have to deal with : bullying, siblings who are embarassing, teachers and librarians who just don't
seem to like you and food, just to name afew. | think one of the best aspects of this book was the sibling
rivalry between Rage and Georgia. It made the book realistic and (for me) funnier.

Finally, | also liked how this book was an activity book aswell. Every few pages were places where the



reader could draw, write in their opinions on the topics that Rafe and Georgia were talking about, or puzzles
to solve. | feel like this provides kids with an additional way to invest in the book, which asalibrarian, | feel
isalways agood thing!

| would definitely recommend this book to any of my patrons at work- and | plan to!

Note: | was provided a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.

Jean says

This book should appeal to kids from about ages 9 through middle school. Girls especially will delight in
filling in the many and diverse activity pages. Thereis no story line, but instead alternate rants/opinion pages
by fictional brother and sister, Rafe and Georgia, both in middle schoal. It's silly fun as they go back and
forth with contrasting tastes and opinions regarding typical middle school subjects: school assignments,
bullies, dress codes, vacations, friends, TV shows, hygiene and styles, bathroom subjects of course, and
others. At one point, Rafe and Georgiaweigh in on their single mom's online dating-- a subject | imagine
many kids could identify with.

The activity pages offer an array of opportunities for kidsto list their preferences, write their own opinions,
make up silly songs and stories, be creative. The 'Wimpy Kid' style illustrations on every page have proven

to be popular with the middle school crowd.

| even experienced some adult-sized chuckles reading some of the pages, especially where Rafe and Georgia
present their common-sense adolescent views on fairy tales.

| would recommend this book to my grandkids, with a dight reservation regarding some negative views
about school.

Disclosure: | received a complimentary copy of this book from the author; | offer my honest review.

Jackie says

Wow! Readers will most certainly be entertained with the rantings spewing forth from siblings Rafe and
Georgia Khatchadorian! Asthe good-natured, friendly (?) diatribe ensues, we see the opinionated duo face-
off in aMiddle School: Ultimate Showdown. As with the other Middle School books, we've seen that these
siblings have their own unique personalities and are not afraid to share. Everything from burps and farts to
clothes and zits (and everything in between) are discussed with aplomb.

This Middle School seriesis great for both reluctant readers and voracious readers alike. Kids will see
themselves in these pages, as Patterson and Bergen clearly have a handle on tweens and their angst. The
illustrations perfectly enhance the dialogue and will keep readers laughing all the way through the book.
Personally, | love when these types of books sneak in some facts, whether they be scientific, geographical, or
historical. The reader will find some of these interesting tidbits slipped inside the pages, and while there are
not aton of them, the ones in the book | found very informative.



Ultimate Showdown is afun, interactive book that has the reader sharing, right along with Rafe and Georgia,
some of their own opinions about the subjects. A clever way to engage the kidsin writing with expression.

Thank you to James Patterson, Goodreads, and Little, Brown & Company for this great book!

L aura says

James Patterson, or rather his publisher, sent me this book. | am thrilled!

I did not expect what | found. First off, | am not the target audience. As an adult who is trying to stamp out
burping and farting contests in 7th grade. However, James Patterson knows his audience. He knows my
students, despite being (almost) teenagers, are fascinated with bodily functions. (This was a total shock to me
when | began teaching middle school--farting and burping are still fascinating subjects!)

I know | ought not take off a point for that but | didn't enjoy the book as much as|I'd like as aresult of farts.

I love the interactivity of the book. | received a hard cover and | know it's going to be tempting for my
students to destroy my book. I'm thinking of putting out a sacrificial copy of the book on my bookshelves for
the students to destroy... errrr... interact with.... while leaving my copy pristine.

| redly liked the smackdowns, the competitions between two viewpoints or choices. | have so many students
who are unwilling to take a stand. They vacillate. I'm hoping this book will help them make a choice and
take a stand. Maybe thiswill even transfer over into their essays. In any case, | can imagine my students
debating the qualities of dogs over cats, pizza over burgers, Rafe over Georgia.

| really wish | could get a copy for each student in my class. I'd love to turn this into awhole class novel just
so they could debate. Unfortunately, | know my district doesn't consider books consumables (an attitude I'm
trying to rid myself of). | want students to learn how to destroy books with marginalia, pics, and annotations.

Ms. Yingling says

Rafe and Georgia Katchedorian are always fighting with each other, and in this book that "they" put together,
each gets an opportunity to expound on a certain topic, and then pages are provided for readers to write in
their own opinions on topics ranging from bullying to school dances to fashion. The book is copiously
illustrated, and there are lots of places for readers to write in observations.

Thisisafun book for readers to delve into and to keep as arecord of their own middle school experiences. In
fact, this made me hugely nostalgic for the calendars that my brother and | got every year for Christmas-- |
think they were in the same primary colors as the book cover and came with stickers to add for appointments
and events. If you know areader who is afan of the Middle School books, this would be a great present to
get that reader to start thinking about keeping ajournal.

Because of the consumable quality of the book, it is not well suited for library collections.




Storywr aps says

Free-spirited Rafe, and prudish Georgia take on each other in a battle of the siblings and beware, you will
get sucked right into the middle of it. Y ou cannot just stand by and do nothing while they are duking it out.
You are invited to have avoicein their opinions, rants and very different views points on such things as
dress codes, food preferences and especially friendships. Y ou contribute to the narrative of the book as you
get to contribute what you think. How coal isthat?

The Khatchadorian duo use language that kids of this age will love. They talk about self-image, food fetishes
and use words such asfart, zit popping and vomit which will have this age group devouring the content,
reading on and asking for more of the same. | know, | taught this grade level and | am fully aware of how
their little brains work....or don't work sometimes too.

The book is amazing because it isinteractive and engaging to the middle-grade reader. It isfilled with more
than 40 writing, drawing prompts and games that cry out for their attention and will have the reader, penin
hand, ready to dive right in and have his say. The momentum of the book is fast-paced and cheers the reader
on to the next topic.

I highly recommend this book. It is fun, witty and the illustrations could stand on their own, but with text
added makes a brilliant combo. | am always on the look out for kid-friendly books for that age group as those
are the years that kids (especially boys) slip away from the printed word. When you find atreasure like this,
atool that will get your kids back into the "reading game", it is so important to get the word out that a book
of thiskind isavailable. | give "Middle School Ultimate Showdown" two thumbs up and would give it three
if | had an extra. Please buy and serve with apen or pencil.

Taylor says

In the previous middle school books that | have read Georgia and Rafe fight all the time, but this book really
did put it in perspective of how much they actually fight. The main thing that Rafe and Georgia do in this
book is argue back and forth. While Georgia give good information Rafe gives useless information. Georgia
and Rafe are the main characters in the book. | do not recommend this book because it is really repetitive and
does not have aclimax. Also, thereisalot of "do it yourself" partsin the book that just waist a bunch of your
time. The last reason why you shouldn't read this book is because thereis no action and it gets really boring
asyou get to the end.

Erin ? *Proud Book Hoarder* says

| received this copy free from the author/publisher for areview.

Five may sound like a high rating for abook of this kind, but for the age group, it's excellent. Plenty of
writing, art, jokes, and stuff to do besides just read, kids should dig it. | think it would cater more towards
boys myself, due to some of the crude humor, but girls should like it aswell. It's told through two opposing
points of view - Rafe, as the stylish and gross brother who hates just about everything; the sister, Georgia,
who is perky, nerdy, and loves school with a positive outlook on life.



Thetwo jibe and disagree with each other for about anything related to school, including Summer vacation,
school dances, librarians, dress codes, bullies, peer pressure, extra credit, homework, and about anything
else. Each side is shown with small art and told in a different style to designate who is speaking. Thereare a
few cut outs - such as Georgias "fill in yourself" bookmark for the librarian. There's plenty of mazes,
scrambled words, fill in boxes, and other arts/crafts/projects that tie in with the story going on. Besides
plenty to DO, it'sjust cute to read and look at, with creative text and fun voices that should resonate with
children.

I would recommend this for high level elementary school children (fourth and fifth grade), and sixth grade
middle school children. 7th grade may be pushing on how much they enjoy it depending on the books and
subject the kid likes. | think they'd enjoy the text part as humorous more than the activities by that age.

Clare Cannon says

Contrary to what | am about to say, this series would appeal to reluctant readers and there's no big reason for
them not to read it. It's just that, having enjoyed Diary of a Wimpy Kid, | was disappointed to find this rather
unimaginative, echoing the thoughts of middle schoolers without enriching them with Wimpy Kid's humour
and style. Asthetitle suggests, this brother and sister are constantly at odds, Rafe taking the cynical and
Georgiathe overly excitable view of life, school, clothes, hygiene, etc. This could still make an entertaining
story, however there isn't much of a story here at al, just brief explanations of what they like or don't like,
what they call each other, or telling us they are ‘way better' or ‘'much funnier’ than the other.

Here are some chores | hate. Georgia? She loves chores, so this would be her "Favourite Things
to Do on the Weekend" list.

Making the bed
Mowing the lawn
Taking out the trash
etc., etc.

There's also some banal advice for facing bullies (try to become good at running away), a warning for moms
to stay away from online dating, a selection of mostly ordinary DIY activities (mazes, guess the words, etc),
afew unnecessary DIY activities (make alist of fart names, guess what did the kid with the stomach virus
had for lunch, etc.), aswell as afew interesting pieces of information (roadside attractions actually worth
seeing) and an insightful section analysing fairy tales (Rafe wishes Cinderellawould fall for "Prince Kind-
of-Awkward-but-He's-a-Nice-Guy-Once-Y ou-Get-to-K now-Him").

If it appeals to reluctant readers you could let them run with it, though they may be better challenged and
inspired elsewhere. On another note, | hear Patterson's | Funny: A Middle School Story isgreat, so | might
go and check it out.

Jack Frerichssays

| liked this book, but not one of the best middle school books I've read. It was very entertaining because it
had several puzzles you had to solve on your own, and that was pretty cool. It aso shows a new side of
books from the middle school series. For example, it shows how Ralf and his sister fight which iswhat the



book is about. They don't actually fight though, just arguing in a brother-sister like manner. Thisreally
appealed to me because | have a brother and Ralf and his sister have the same relationship as me and my
brother. Always competing. Overall the book was pretty funny and had some cool drawings and stuff init.
As| said wasn't the best though, it didn't really have much of aplot or any dramain it. | recommend that
people who have read the other "Middle School" books should read this one.

L eah Aleks says

| love this abook because | find it really entertainingx

TheBookWormé& #x1f41b; & #x1f41b; says

I’ve dways loved the Middle School series. Thiswas no exception, it was funny to read about Rafe and
Georgia going back and forth about their opinions and make up funny th8ngs. Like Rafe’ sfart chart. It tells
you exactly what fart you had!




