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Ramona Chander balli says

I read this book in high school and it's one of those coming of age stories that you don't quite appreciate till
in your late teens.For the most part,the writing is comforting and relatable(l'm from the Caribbean) but loses
you in some parts. The morals are strong and thought provoking. It's as if you're looking into the lives of
your grandparents or parents as they faced tough decisions about love and the life they hoped to lead one

day.

Shorrel Skinner says

nice

Shawn Freeman says

you have to read this book. It's wonderful and the author had a sense of Caribbean description.

Book OfCinz says

With the impending release of the movie, "Greens Days by the River" | decided to re-read the book, seeing
that | completely forgot exactly what happened. | am happy | took thetime | re-read this book, having read it
15years go, most if not al of the book felt completely new.

Thefirst time | did read the book | remembered being curious about the country Trinidad and Tobago- where
the novel is set. Fast forward to 2018 and | am living in said country. When you are living in a country where
the book you're reading is set, it is an entirely different experience- for me, a good one. Michael Anthony
capturesthe life of ateenager growing up in Mayaro and | absolutely could not get enough. Looking forward
to seeing the movie.

Nalini says

| read this book as a part of my Literature class, and | loved every minute | spent with it. The book casts an
enlightening spin on a story so enthralling, you have to read it again, and again and again.

Itsab star simply for being a Caribbean book that | loved :p




Coraline says

high school was more tollerable with this as a literature book

Chiv says

Recently reread this book and | just loved it even more. This was one of my favorite school assigned books.
I'm so happy | read this book. Intriguing plot and | love the symbolism in the book :)

Khadine says

Green Daysisalovely coming of agetale

A wonderful story with a surprise towards the end. Anthony isaskillful writer and | read every page with
glee as | imagined where Shell's "adventures' would lead him. | definitely recommend. Only about 220
pages long and a great summer read

Neelam Babul says

A remarkably engaging book about Shell, ayoung boy who has to grow into a man bearing the responsibility
of earning aliving and casting aside his dreams to support his mother in looking after had s sick father.

Along with this, he also experiences love and attraction to two beautiful girls. The sweet innocent love
presented in the book will tug at your heart and Shell's journey will most definitely carve a special place
within your heart.

Devon says

| read this book when | was very young, and re-read as ateenager, with vastly different interpretations. Any
teenager can relate to the experiences of Shell, as he movesinto early adulthood. This book also showcases
some of the rural aspects of Trinidad, which most people never see.

Daniel Gamboa says

Thisis my second and last book that | will ever read by Michael Anthony. In the last couple of years, I've
taken an interest in Caribbean literature. While looking up books by Trinidadian authors, | found Michael
Anthony, whose novels are highly regarded. However, | have noticed that the great reviews come from
people who read him years ago while they were in school, so they are more like "nostalgic memories' rather
than "factua reviews'.



| started off with "The Year In San Fernando”, which, whileit's an interesting look at city life through the
eyes of acountry boy, | thought the writing style was rather monotonous. It's a good book with two stories
juxtaposed along, where the sense of place and Trinidadian life come alive on every page. Like | said, |
didn't really like the writing style, and the overuse of the word "strange", but it motivated me to give another
one of hisbooks atry: "Green Days By the River".

The writing style in "Green Days By the River" is definitely more engaging and flowing than in "The Year In
San Fernando”. Again, the word "strange” is used very often, which for meis very vague because it could
mean anything, but | found myself reading chapter after chapter without even noticing. My respect for Mr.
Anthony and his skill at giving a sense of place and Trinidadian culture. Thistime, the story is set in Mayaro,
and Mr. Anthony's description of "the bush" takes you right there among the fruit trees, the birds and the
Ortoireriver. A chapter that | really enjoyed was the one about Shell's last experience with the Tobago dogs,
where the tension and apprehension are built up very skillfully.

However, my problem with this book is that, while parts of the story are very detailed, other parts are
completely omitted. While planting vegetables and drinking, to name a couple, receive gresat attention, other
moments in Shell'slife, which are crucial, are almost completely ignored. Why isthat? At some point, |
thought that | had missed reading some chapters because it's assumed that we, the readers, know about this. |
would have liked to know about those moments previous and after becoming a man; about what he went
through with his father, whom he considered his "chum" and with whom he had a very open and meaningful
relationship, and how he and his mother faced this crucial event in their lives. | didn't like the way the ending
was plotted. The Shell we thought we knew turned out to be a whole different person. Sure, this can happen
in red life, but, again, why isthis character evolution being omitted from the story?

Allinall, | wouldn't say it's abad book and. Again, | consider that it is worth being read just for the
descriptions of town life and the bush alone. However, the plot goes from trite —this is another coming of age
story— to uneven.

Kim M-M says

Set in Trinidad, he describes in sweet details, about life in theisland. The plot revolves around a boy who
falsinlove with apopular girl and all the dramait entails. It follows him through some years as he grows
into early adulthood, and his experiences of being young, loss, and love... and of course blackmail :)

An enjoyable book though nothing seems to turn out quite right.

Vanessa Salazar says

Green Days By The River was a great coming of age story. The characters seemed very similar to how boys
and girls would be at that time; enjoying simple country life but still being guided by their hormone.

| love agood twist, and that certainly happened at the end of the book, in two of Shell's major relationships.
Poor Shell was blindsided. His attitude after everything was arranged was a little strange to me; however, |
understood he was not thinking of himself.



Cindy McKenzie says

| read this book in school in 80sand | lovedit. | used to long for Literature classso | can
lime between the pages with Shellie and Rosdlie. It's abook | will have to reread. It's been years!

Mike Steven says

Not really one for me. | read it because it's a potential text to be studied on the GCSE English Literature
paper and I've marked it for years but thisis the first time anyone had bothered to answer questions on it -
usually people select the far superior 'Of Mice and Men'.

Nevertheless, | bought it and read it so | would be fully informed when marking scripts and | have to say that
the novel was persistently disappointing throughout. The author uses the technigue of ‘omission’ (or so the
candidates tell me) - which basically means he doesn't write about the best bits.

The plot basically centres around a year in the life of afifteen year old boy - although he doesn't seem to
have a birthday in thistime. He goes through all the basic coming of age moments - he can't decide which
girl he fancies most, he gets ajob, he stops throwing stones at cashews, his Dad becomes ill and he becomes
the man of the house, he loses his virginity, he gets drunk, he buys some long trousers - and yet with all of
these things going on Anthony never actually describes anything of any interest until the final three chapters
when the father of one of his girls gets even.

Maybe it's deliberate. Maybe the candidates are correct and Anthony is cleverly using 'omission’. Maybe by
not describing the key events the writer is making some kind of point. However, for me, it was alittle
frustrating and just seemed like he built up tension towards an event and then missed out the best bits.

I've given it two stars on the basis that | can appreciate that, as a piece of literature and as a representation of
aculture, it does have some worth. It's not one I'd read for fun though.




