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The incomparable J. D. Robb presents the latest moving and suspenseful novel in the #1 New York
Times–bestselling Eve Dallas series.

In a decrepit, long-empty New York building, Lieutenant Eve Dallas’s husband begins the demolition
process by swinging a sledgehammer into a wall. When the dust clears, there are two skeletons wrapped in
plastic behind it. He summons his wife immediately—and by the time she’s done with the crime scene, there
are twelve murders to be solved.

The place once housed a makeshift shelter for troubled teenagers, back in the mid-2040s, and Eve tracks
down the people who ran it. Between their recollections and the work of the force’s new forensic
anthropologist, Eve begins to put names and faces to the remains. They are all young girls. A tattooed tough
girl who dealt in illegal drugs. The runaway daughter of a pair of well-to-do doctors. They all had their
stories. And they all lost their chance for a better life.

Then Eve discovers a connection between the victims and someone she knows. And she grows even more
determined to reveal the secrets of the place that was called The Sanctuary—and the evil concealed in one
human heart.
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From Reader Review Concealed in Death for online ebook

Anna (Wicked Book Blog) says

That one was kinda weird, not the usual 'find the body, solve the crime' but still interesting and as always
captivating with the humor in the most unexpected situations

Mei says

Here I didn't know who to pity more: the victims or the killer... O_O

Phrynne says

Loved it! This book was a lot more contemplative than the others to date, not so much happening, more
thinking about the crime and tossing around ideas. I liked the change of pace although I will be just as happy
to see Eve get back to fighting her way through the criminals in future stories. I really enjoyed the place she
is at with Roarke and the way she is beginning to adjust to the fact that she has a right to be happy and to
belong. The dialogue in this one, especially between Roarke and Eve was J.D.Robb at her sparkling best.
And the very best bit of the book was right at the end where it says that Festive in Death will be released
later in 2014. Hooray! May this series never end.

Ren says

In a decrepit, long-empty New York building, Lieutenant Eve Dallas’s husband begins the demolition
process by swinging a sledgehammer into a wall. When the dust clears, there are two skeletons wrapped in
plastic behind it. He summons his wife immediately—and by the time she’s done with the crime scene, there
are twelve murders to be solved.

Roarke swinging a sledgehammer? Yum!
If he do it without shirt? Even yummier! :))
And this series keep better and better and better.

Jilly says

Meh.... It's hard to get too excited about a cold-case, especially when there are no murders on-going
throughout the book. The feeling of urgency isn't there. I was never worried. And, Eve wasn't even in danger
or used as bait. That had to chap her a bit. It just felt bland.

Well, that's a little harsh. But, cats are jerks so I'm not surprised at his opinion.



What I wish for: a story that is really Peabody and McNab focused. They bring a lot of spice and life to this
world.
Here is Peabody's wish on how she dies:

 "kicking it at 220, minutes after being sexually satisfied by my 35-yr old Spanish lover, and his twin
brother."

See? Not bland. Peabody is completely worthy of my girl-crush on her.

Jonetta says

The story starts off with a bang when Roarke swings the hammer at the wall of a building at the onset of a
major rehab. When the dust clears, the remains of two bodies lay before them. By the time it's all settled, 12
bodies are unearthed.

This story started off interesting and I nestled in for what I thought would be an intriguing case. It didn't take
long for me to deduce the circumstances and who was probably behind the murders and why. Unfortunately,
the procedurals from that point forward weren't that interesting or compelling. I struggled to get through to
the end of the case.

The highlights of the book, however, came from the personal aspects of the story. Mavis plays an
extraordinary role, one that reveals more about her past and circumstances. After 47 books, this was pretty
riveting. Eve also is continuing to experience the impact of having a family, what it means, looks and feels
like. She's changing, evolving and we see some of that in how she relates to some of the people she has to
interview in the case. It's appropriate and finely pitched...some may say her voice is different and I concur
with that and say but of course! There was also a new character introduced, Garnet DeWinter, and I foresee
some bumps in the road between her and Dallas. Bring it!

While this was just an average reading experience for me, it still was an interesting one for all the reasons
highlighted. It was worth it just to revisit some of my favorite characters and getting more Mavis was an
unexpected surprise. However, if you read these stories primarily for the mystery/suspense, you might find it
underwhelming.

Ben says

This is #38 in the "In Death" series which features Detective Eve Dallas and her mega-billionaire husband
Roarke. I personally consider them to be the juxtapose Nick and Nora Charles of the 21st century. J.D. Robb
has added to her body count of books but this particular episode didn't quite hit the spot like the last edition.
It rates only a "fair" which makes it worth the time and trouble to read, just not something that I would rush
to get then finish. Two downers in this book is there are fewer interactions with the normal crew she works
with and it lacked any real suspense as did some of the previous stories. On the plus side, we find out more
back story on Mavis Freestone, Dallas' best friend, and we are introduced to some seedy characters who
might very well show up in future book (if we are lucky...). I hope that J.D. Robb ( Nora Roberts) isn't
running dry in the idea dept. for this group of characters. Even a middle aged rube like me can see all sorts o
ways things could go for Dallas' intrepid crew and "extended family"... Whether J.D. decides to do more in



the personal arena, we will just have to see... As for the rest, I hope she is able to do better next time.

Elvan says

Forty plus books into the series and JD/Nora succeeds once again with an excellent fresh and interesting
story.

Naked In Death was published almost twenty years ago (1995). Over the decades we fans have watched her
introduce characters so in depth that we think of them as family. Sure there is formula to this future world.
We have come to expect a challenging murder scene with many possible suspects. We know Eve and her
trusted side kick Peabody will do their best using all resources available to solve the crime du jour. We will
be treated to love scenes and witty dialogue.
Both Mavis and McNabb will wear something outlandish. Mavis and Summerset will have a touching
moment to allow us to see Summersets humanity. Bella (if involved) will enchant and annoy, usually in the
same paragraph. Eve and Dennis and or Dr. Mira will learn or teach some life lesson that makes us all go
ahhhh.

Twenty years into the series, JD Robb introduces a completely new and large personality, a forensic
pathologist named Garnet deWinter. With her and a great reconstruction artist, Eve eventually solves the
case. New conflicts and a new foil for Eve's caustic personality are born. We the readers get to sit back and
enjoy the show.

The murder(s) and case resolution make this book a solid 4 star read. What elevates this InDeath edition to 5
stars for this reader is JD Robb's understanding of roles. Her forensic pathologist aids and assists the
investigation. She does not fight the bad guys. She does not run off and try to interview potential witnesses.
SHE STAYS IN HER LAB.

She lets Eve solve the crime because THAT IS HER JOB.

Now if only Kathy Reichs would understand this simple concept..... Good job, Nora. Great read.

Brenda says

When Roarke walked the floors of the derelict old building which used to be called The Sanctuary, he didn’t
see the ruin, the mess, the graffiti – instead he saw what it would be in the future. He had bided his time and
finally this old wreck was his – now he was about to take the first swing of the sledgehammer at an inside
wall – a ceremony befitting a new owner – which would start the new life of this old girl. But what he found
behind what appeared to be a false wall was nothing like he expected – with the first body in view, he
immediately placed a call to his wife, police lieutenant Eve Dallas.

With Dallas and her sidekick Peabody on scene, the old building became a crime scene – and when the day
had finally come to a close there were more bodies than any of them wanted to see in one place. As the
investigation began, the parallels to Eve’s past showed through – some of the young victims could have been
her in another time, another place. But with the forensic team working on identifying those victims, the
horrors of the past were set to collide with the innocence of the present day.



Eve could sense she was getting closer to the killer – but would she be successful? Her theories seemed
sound, but she was frustrated by the turn of events. What would the final result be – could she close the case
on a satisfactory note?

I loved this new instalment in the In Death series once again – I’m never disappointed! The dynamics were a
little different this time, but didn’t change the brilliance of the story. I highly recommend this series to
anyone who hasn’t read any of it – you are in for the ride of your life!

Shawna says

4 stars - Futuristic/Crime/Thriller/Romantic Suspense

Barbara says

2.5 stars

Lt. Eve Dallas is a capable New York detective married to Irish billionaire Roarke - a handsome devil with
wild blue eyes (which are mentioned a few too many times in the book). Roarke recently purchased a
dilapidated old Manhattan building that he's renovating. When workers tear into an old wall they're shocked
to find two dead bodies. Before long a total of 12 bodies are found behind false walls, all of them teenage
girls. Forensic examination and detective work reveal that the bodies were entombed about 15 years before,
around the time the building was being used as a shelter for homeless/abused children.

Dr. Morris, the medical examiner, and Garnet DeWinter, a stylish forensic anthropologist, study the victims'
bodies and reconstruct their faces. This reveals the girls' identities and cause of death.

Meanwhile Lt. Dallas and her partner (the always entertaining) Detective Delia Peabody interview
Philadelphia and Nashville Jones, a brother and sister who ran the children's shelter, which was named
"Sanctuary." Turns out the Jones' abandoned the old building about 15 years ago, when a generous donor
gave them a new facility. The Jones' recognize photos of some of the dead girls and admit a few went
'missing' but - since homeless kids came and went all the time - they weren't especially worried at the time.

A lot of the book is taken up with Dallas and Peabody interviewing the parents/families/acquaintances of the
newly identified missing girls. Some of the kids were rebellious runaways who'd argued with their parents
and would have returned home. Other youngsters were escapees from horrible abusive families. The
mistreated girls tended to become thieves and grifters, and one 12-year-old girl regularly traded blow jobs for
beer and other perks.

The detectives also repeatedly interview the Jones', learning about their conservative religious upbringing,
siblings (all of whom are named for cities), and desire to do good. Dallas and Peabody also investigate how
the Jones' ran their shelters, and the regimen followed by the youngsters, who were NOT supposed to sneak
out at night....but oh well.



Eventually a suspect emerges from the various interviews and clues, and Dallas pushes on to discover the
truth.

The book has a LOT of philosophizing about brutish homes and troubled children, especially since both
Dallas and Roarke had terrible childhoods. Though this is an important social issue there was too much of it
and it slowed down the tale. There's also a lot of talk about Christmas and holiday parties and decorations. A
great deal of this chit-chat seems like filler, meant to extend what's essentially a novella into a longer book.
Moreover, there's a lot of romance between Dallas and Roarke...who seem to be the most 'in love' couple in
the world. I didn't particularly enjoy these parts but I'm not a fan of romance novels.

All in all this was a mediocre mystery, enhanced by appearances from the usual array of the series' colorful
(and oddly attired) characters. Fans of J.D. Robb's Eve Dallas series would probably enjoy this book but
other readers maybe not so much.

You can follow my reviews at http://reviewsbybarbsaffer.blogspot.com/

Diane says

Another hit by J.D. Robb.

Really liked this book, different in that the book was mostly Eve solving the crime - yes Peabody helped, yes
Roarke helped, yes Mira helped, and the regular cast of characters. But what was different is that Feeney was
only mentioned that he was helping, and McNabb made a cameo appearance. Roarke played a minor roll -
not fully submerged in the investigation like he usually is. Even Dennis Mira played a bigger role than the
regular cast (loved that).

The story line was good and creepy :) But this was definitely Eve's investigation. Liked the introduction of a
new character - someone just as prickly as Eve but with a bit more flash/class maybe. Loved getting the
background story on Mavis - a full circle kind of thing

What jumped off the page at me was yet another major error - why doesn't J.D. Robb get new proofreaders
(see hand waving in air "Pick Me"). There are enough fanatics out there that know her books inside and out.
How could she make such a blatant error about the gray button? It's really unforgivable - are her
editors/proofreaders too in awe of her to correct her? Just saying.

Anyways, enough of a rant - 2 thumbs up and 5 stars for this book and do I recommend this book - you bet
ya!

♥Sharon♥ says

And…….the LOVE continues.

❤’d Eve in this one. She is changing again. You see her settling in a bit more with her life with Roarke and
all of her friends. I love her and Peabody together. Their banter is fantastic. And I adore the relationship she
has with Dennis Mira. I envision him as a big teddy bear. You can tell that Eve loves the guy.



❤’d Roarke too. He continues to be the ultimate swoon worthy sexy as all hell guy. The things he says to
Eve has me melting into a puddle. He could never do anything wrong in my eyes. ❤

❤’d Peabody because how can you not. She never fails to make me laugh. She makes a great “good” cop but
she would love to be a “bad” cop every so often. Her love for McNabb continues and the good thing is Eve's
eye doesn't twitch anymore when the topic comes up. :)

We only get a little bit of McNabb, Mira, Morris, Baxter and Summerset. But we do get more of Mavis. Her
little Bellamina is growing fast. She is a sweetie.

There was no chase to stop a murderer in this one. The deaths have already taken place so in  Concealed in
Death  it is all about tugging the strings to try and find out who and why. I did figure out the “who” but the
why tripped me up a bit.

Another fantastic addition to my most favorite series of all time!!

Oh and we are coming upon another holiday season with Roarke and Eve. Eve gets flustered at the mere
mention of holiday shopping but she does love her Christmas tree decorating tradition. ❤

Delia Binder says

Not one of my favorites - I hate to say it, but the lack of urgency (the girls have been dead for sixteen years)
sort of lets the tension seep out of the story. Worse, Eve seems to be backpedaling to her older, more
judgmental self here -

Sorry, Dallas - But You Know I'm Right....

getting all self-righteous about somebody who, whatever you may think of his methods, protected Mavis
when she needed protecting the most(!), and getting her back up about a colleague who has a record for
assaulting an animal abuser(!). I like Eve when she acknowledges there's a lot of grey in the Universe (I will
NOT type "Shades of Grey" in any context here! Not! Not! NOT!), not when she being all Law&Order
Absolutist (even as she knew she wasn't herself!). This kind of reads like an older book in the series (maybe
somewhere between LOYALTY.... and BETRAYAL...), when Eve was still wrestling with the reality of
having fallen in love with and married a man she should, according to her job as she saw it, be trying to put
in jail.

A part of me is also wondering how much of this book isn't Nora Roberts indulging her BONES fanfic, just a
bit - Dr. Garnet DeWinter, like television's Dr. Temperance Brennan, is too impossibly-well put together for
someone who spend much of her time standing in muck or filthy surroundings.

"Forensic Anthropologist With Asperger's" - Yeah, Right!

All this carping makes this book sound awful - and it's not, actually. There's a lot to like here - we get a



significant piece of Mavis's backstory (let's just say that, given the abuse Mavis suffered as a child, it's no
wonder she and Eve are so close!), a lovely romantic scene of Eve and Roarke decorating the Christmas tree
in their bedroom (the strongest sign of Eve Dallas's evolution in this book is how she doesn't fight doing
something that intimate and holiday-like, but actually admits she's been looking forward to it!), and Eve
finds a kid at a shelter/halfway house for abused/troubled teens that she bonds with - in a very Eve Dallas
ass-kicker kind of way! It also turns out the building Roarke's just bought that he's having renovated is for
another shelter, continuing his growing idealism the longer he and Eve are together.

A nice story, but it just felt a bit - inessential, is all. You wondered why Eve Dallas was involved at all, as
this thing had "Cold Case" stamped all over it - why wasn't this Peabody's and McNab's breakout case, with
Eve and Roarke as a background characters providing assistance when needed? (For obvious reasons, I want
My Book-Sister Dee to get her own case! :D )

Mo says

I think Mei said in her review that she didn't know who to pity more, the victim or the killers ... yes, felt a bit
like that at the end of the book but I guess justice must be served and, at the end of the day, victims are
victims.

Some of the scenes brought back memories for Eve, and not good ones. Did she really have any good
memories before meeting Roarke?

"How about we pop champagne?"

At least you can afford a regular bottle of Champagne, Roarke!

This was quite fast paced. Eve and Peabody worked well together.

"Blood ... Water."

I love how Eve loves Dennis Mira. He is so sweet. He is like a father figure to her, I think. He wants to take
care of her.

As always when she saw the kind and dreamy eyes of Dennis Mira, her heart gave a little
tug. Just something about him, she thought, with his cardigans and mussed hair, bemused
smile.



"It was a house, one I enjoyed very much. But it wasn't a home.

Until you."

Sigh. Roarke. He is perfection ...

Cannot believe I am coming to an end with this series. Every book has been fabulous. Seriously, all four or
five stars.


