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Donna lves-Kimpel says

Theideasin this book saved my sanity, my life, my faith after the death of my baby long ago. | wrote to the
author and she and | corresponded for awhile.

Sar ah says

Really, really good. This helped me work through problems | didn't even know | had. | recommend it to
everyone.

Michelle says

A breath of fresh air. Full of compassion and care. Immersed in Scripture. Real, tangible, working truth, with
no hype or drama. There is nothing cliché and trite about Edith at any time, but definitely not in this book.
Her counsel is quiet, straightforward, and truly helpful. Suffering and affliction is dealt with straight on.

There is no unrealistic and irritating optimism (which so often ignores what is actually happening and shrugs
off the honest questions and struggles). Instead the book is saturated with solid and working faith in a
personal God who is sovereign and love. Practical and gentle, with the hope of eternity clearly and
beautifully presented as the ultimate answer.

Highly recommended to anyone weary or hurting or who just needs a strong and compassionate voice of
truth in their lives. I'll be coming back to this book many times.

Jen says

Absolutely loved this. Edith has away of speaking in words that makes you feel like she's a sweet mentor,
sharing teawith you, and giving you solid, Biblical advice for the wars waging in your soul and in your
circumstances. With Scripture and personal experience with God's work in her life, she helps us remember
that our earthly battles are not a flesh-and-bone battle. The Lord (and the Enemy, for evil devices) isworking
in our grief, sorrows, disappointments and even everyday irritations and setbacks, to glorify Himself and
refine usto be more like Jesus. Excellent read, very quotable and a deserving re-read. | highly recommend it,
especialy for anyone going through a difficult season, circumstantially or spiritually.

Eric Wright says

Do you have books that have been in your library for years, but overlooked. Thisis one such book in my
library. | must have had it for over 40 years, but have never read it thoroughly. I'm glad | happened upon it



recently, for it isa gem. Edith Schaeffer tackles the tough, tough questions: why suffering? why do the
innocent suffer, what causes suffering? And in the book she grapples with the pain and mystery of suffering
with unusual warmth, profuse illustrations from her own experience, and a mastery of the biblical material.

We can seldom trace the why, but we do know that God overrules affliction to help us grow in faith and in
ability to help other sufferers. The original cause is traced to the action of one man, Adam. The ramifications
of that sinful choice are manifold. Schaeffer points out that God is not the cause. Jesus wept at the tomb of
Lazurus. He was angry. Death is an enemy. The last enemy.

The causes of suffering may be the wiles of Satan, our own failures, the sins of others, the nature of human
existence and may be either emational, psychological, physical or spiritual.

Perhaps the best way for me to give the potential reader some insight in this volume is to quote here and
there from the text. Let me say up front that the book is not a superficial or easy read. Sometime paragraphs
are long, something 21 century readers are not accustomed to. However effort expended will be well
rewarded.

A few quotes.

* True hope changes sorrow, but does not obliterate it. Death is not to be taken as a 'normal, beautiful release
but as an enemy. It spoils the beautiful creation God.

» The Word of God isvery fair in giving us redlistic examples of God's servants throughout history--Job,
Paul, Stephen, etc.

» We can understand ourselves better if we think of ourselves as earthen vessels and repeat from time to time,
"There's another carck!", Or ‘Oops! there goes my spout.’

 The compassion and the tenderness of our loving Heavenly Father will take forever to learn about.

* Personality as awhole is affected by the physical condition, and the physcial condition is affected by the
mental and emotional condition.

« Patience is not a neat package to be received in a basket or bowl...Ilearned through affliction.

In two chapters, Edith Schaeffer invisions two museums in heaven where God will display for all eternity the
troubles His people have endured and victories they have won through His grace.

Throughout the book she counters the sad advice that modern 'Job's comforters give afflicted saints; you
need to repent for the sin that caused it, you just need faith in prayer, and so on.

Her chapter on cracked teapots beautifully portrays our common humanity, the weaknesses we all share.
‘There is no elite group which has better or more marvel ous answers to prayer.'

She has illuminating chapters on how we learn to be comforters of others, and how the way we bear trouble
affects othersin an evangelistic way. Another chapter compares our modern lust for freedom from
inconvenience and trouble to abortion, an aborting that cuts us off from patience, steadfastness, experience
and hope.

A very helpful and inspiring book.




betsy says

It was truly compassionate towards the person suffering. A breath of fresh air. None of that trite optimism
that seems to tell othersto put on a happy face and buck up. She does not at all deny the pain and reality of
suffering. At the same time | was encouraged and challenged to deepen my trust in God and realize that God
providing us grace to endure through a difficult trial is no less remarkable than Him providing healing or
removing that trial. | borrowed a copy from my friend but want to get my own because thereis so much in
here that | want to come back to.

Natalie Weber says

Thisisabook I could read again and again because | love it so much! Other than the Bible, it's the best book
I’ve ever read. It has completely changed my whole outlook on life and my attitude toward difficult
situations. Mrs. Schaeffer’ swriting is so rich and insightful, but so real, so true-to-life. From her depiction of
the two museums in heaven displaying the suffering through and overcoming of every hardship through all
of time, to her behind-the-scenes ook at Job' s suffering, to her recognition of the important work of every
individual in whatever situation God brings their way, in every chapter the author leads the reader to amore
biblical outlook on life. It isimpossible to share everything that impacted me, but here is a brief quote from
the beginning of the book:

“Affliction must be recognized as something we all need to deal with. There is no place to go for avacation
from the abnormality of the universe, from the effects of the Fall upon every area of life, and from the
conflict of the ages. Persecution and affliction are a normal part of the Christian life. We need not be
surprised or ashamed when our work, our family, our church, or our individual person is hit by some form of
affliction. Satan does not fight against himself. So when those in the midst of false religions seem to be
having an easier time than Christians, it should not be surprising. The criterion of living a growing, fruitful,
Christian life in a close walk with the Lord is neither to be ‘abased’ nor to ‘abound.” Both situations present
temptations, but both can be places of victory.”

Then Mrs. Schaeffer goes on to help the reader understand how to get from their present state to that place of
victory. Highly recommended for anyone who is dealing with pain, suffering, and affliction —and | think that
pretty much includes everyone.

Ashley Brown says

| loved thisbook!! Thisisamust read for Christians and non-Christians alike. It really addresses alot of
confusion and points important details out in the Bible that | never realized were important. Many thanks to
the author for this.

Barbara Radisavljevic says

This book is for those who are suffering and wondering why God allowsiit. It's based on the book of Job and
deals with the hard questions -- the kind Job asked. If you or someone close to you is going through a hard
timein life, you should read this. Edith wrote it when her husband was dying of cancer.



Jane says

Read this book before you settle your mind on alot of current issues about life and death.

Carlasays

Excellent insight about pain and suffering woven with truthsin scripture as well as the author's personal
revelations and illustrations. | absorbed it one chapter at atime letting it soak in over a period of time. Most
important reminders at the end of the book to live in and enjoy each moment for what it is worth. Don't | et
our cares and worries rob us of joy that is oursfor a particular time. Thisis one to be referenced many times
over.

Ken Grant says

Very personal look at the issue of affliction in the life of the follower of Jesus Christ. Stresses the infinite
ways in which the God of the universe can work through suffering to accomplish Hiswork in our lives.
Encourages the follower of Christ to see the larger picture and ultimately trust in the promise of eternal life
while relying on the Lord to help day by day.

L eandro Guimar aes says

Great balance of application of theology of suffering and Christian hedonism.

Laura Urban says

| read alibrary copy of this book but I will definitely purchase my own copy because | found so much value
in this book. Edith Schaeffer writes asif sheis sitting across from you having a very heartfelt conversation.
In fact my answer to that familiar question, who would you have lunch with living or dead would be Edith
Schaeffer. She has a tremendous amount of wisdom to share.

Anne Gazzolo says

Thiswas agreat book about the spiritual warfare we must wage against the enemy of our souls and the war
he iswaging against us. God's Providence and love is also much a part of it. | don't agree that everyone goes
straight to heaven as she does, but other than that, | would certainly recommend thisto anyonewho is
suffering from and laboring under any assault from our adversary.






