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Shannon Appelcline says

Crisis of Conscience. Of al the Infinite Crisis preludes, this one is the most obvious sequel to Identity
Crisis. That's because it returns to the central question of stealing away free will from villainsin order to
protect heroes. It's rather joyful to see this so clearly a part of modern continuity and also to see the return of
the classic Secret Society of Super-Villains, though there's a bit too much repetition of ground already
covered by Identity Crisis and a bit too much fighting. This book is also another one that's avery clear
prequel to Infinite Crisisasit ends on a cliffhanger (which unfortunately undercuts this story's independence
abit, but so it goes) [3+/5].

Fizzgig76 says

?Reprints JLA #115-119 (August 2005-November 2005). The JLA are facing amoral dilemmain the form of
apast that has come back to haunt them. The Justice L eague had decided to mind-wipe Doctor Sun after an
attack on Sue Digby and used Zatannato change the personalities of their enemies who discovered their
secret identities. Now, the Justice League’ s greatest enemies know what they did and their true identities and
want revenge. Asthe JLA fights attacks while seeking the source of the enemies new found knowledge, they
also must face Batman...who also was a victim of their past mistakes.

Written by Geoff Johns and Allan Heinberg, JLA 18: Crisis of Conscience wasillustrated by Chris Batista.
The series was meant to fill in the gaps between the mini-series Identity Crisis and the series sweeping mini-
series Infinite Crisis (the book was part of “Countdown to Infinite Crisis”).

| find this period of DC ahit of their downfall. Identity Crisis was the start of the “not fun” DC. The
ramifications of this series left the DC Universe shattered and created multiple mini-series that only made the
eventsworse. JLA 18: Crisis of Conscience is agood example of this,

The story in JLA 18: Crisis of Conscienceis pretty splintered. The action and attack of the villains seems not
well planned especiadly if it is Despero who plotted the whol e thing. Here, we get unbalanced issues that
leads to a conclusion that gives nothing to the casual reader...it endsin abang. If you were to randomly pick
up this comic and not know what happened before or after, it would be pointless to read.

The problem is thiswhole “moral high ground” issue. The age old question of why superheroes don't just
kill the villainsisavalid one but DC’s decision to shatter great teams feels like afumble. JLA was afun
series before the whole Identity Crisis, and the deeper and deeper it fell into this whole pattern of mini-series,
comicslike the JLA suffered. The rights of super-villains might be an interesting subject to explore, but it
doesn't feel right for the series or the DC Universe's standard comics.

| alwaysfelt that there was an easy way out of the story explored in this volume. If Jean Loring had been the
victim of the rape and was mindwiped, it would have explained her totally uncharacteristic murderous
behavior in Identity Crisis and this volume could have dealt with the JLA realizing that they are responsible
for Sue Digby’ s death...It just would have been a more compelling story.



JLA 18: Crisis of Conscience marked the penultimate volume of this series. The book feels like a bit of an
ending. It doesn’t stand alone and ends in a cliffhanger which provides little resolution for readers who want
acomplete story. The JLA which started so grand ended with the next volume JLA 19: A World Without a
Justice League.

Angdl says

| liked this one, but it felt abit rushed. | was worried that readers who had not read Identity Crisis might miss
out on quite a bit, but the volume gives you enough background and summary to catch up. This was good
because | have read Identity Crisis, but it has been awhile. In the aftermath of the events from Identity
Crisis, the heroes have to deal with the consequences of their actions, including a bunch of villains very
pissed off over what the league did to them last time. Y ou get to decide how ethical or moral the league's
actions were given their desire to protect loved ones. The volume does end in a cliffhanger, asit is setting up
for the larger Infinite Crisis event (avolume | have also read). If nothing else, anice quick read, but it is
clear it isjust astory to set up something bigger down the road.

C.J. Edmunds says

Following the events of the groundbreaking, IDENTITY CRISIS by thriller author, Brad Meltzer, this 18th
volume of the Justice League of America, collects Issues 115-119. Take note, all this happens before the
New -52, just in case you got suddenly confused and wondering.

| felt IDENTITY CRISIS, blew the ball out of the park and so our heroes are |eft to deal with the memory
tampering that they did with the villains but also with Batman. Crisis of ethics come into play with this
collection and along with that the return of the villains memories, which lends them to resume their attacks
on our heroes on a more personal scale for they already know of our superheroes true identity aswell as
personal lives.

So what's the logical step to do in order to protect the one you love? L ois lane has been hurt as well as
Bruce's on and off girlfriend, SelenaKyle, aka. Catwoman. Do you repeat what was done by lobotomizing
the villains again or does ethic dictate that one stays thy hand, or this case, Zatanna's magical hand, and ook
for asolution.

This Aftermath issue for me will only work if one hasread, IDENTITY CRISIS. And since the New 52 has
already happened, al these past crisis are moot. But for those who enjoyed the world of DC before the New
52, then thisis a must!

Rob McMonigal says

This trade follows the revel ations of Identity Crisis, the point at which DC decided that "L o, there Comes a
Crisis..." means ayearly crossover. Thisisthe start of the end for the DC Universe that Byrne, Giordano, and
Stern created |o those many years ago. Bats flips at the news that his "friends" in the JLA have wiped his
mind, the League fights over whether or not it was right, Superman plays dumb, and the next thing you
know. villains are attacking secret identities, Johnn is accused of being no better than Zatanna, and oh yeah,



we get a super surprise Guest Villain.
The Cliff Notes version of all this? Geoff Johns does Avengers Disassembled.

That's not to say thisisabad story. In fact, given what happens in the mini-series, for anything * other* than
this to occur would make no sense. When Bats goes against the League, the League falls because he's the
brains holding it together. When Supes gives up on the League and lets himself get played, the League fals
because he's the heart holding it together. There was only one thing that was going to happen when the dust
cleared--a L eague unable to sustain itself.

There are some really great moments here--Johns handles the Bats-Catwoman interplay well, for instance,
especially when she shows that she wants to be with him and not the villaisn with whom she used to
associate. He also gets the Carter-Ollie dynamic going well. But some of the others--Hal and Wally in
particular, seem to be playing the roles the writers want for them, rather than using their naturesto tell the
story. (In fact, Wally gets alittle mental whiplash--he's against the mindwipe in his own book but appears to
befor it here)) Martian Manhunter also seems to be playing the role of "Everyman" rather than that of the
league's core.

| think the biggest problem here--and one that's plaguing DC and Marvel very badly right now--is that these
are no longer stories written for their own sake. Thisis an arc entirely devoted to clean up and set up. Can it
be a good story? Sure. It can even be a great story. But to my mind, acomic has to stand on its own two legs,
not be propped up by the uber-plot of the year (or in this case, years). There's away this could have been
handled to do that, but it would have meant more talking and less action. In aslugfest against awhole slew
of League villains, there's ssimply not enough time for such things as real character development, beyond the
obvious. It's a shame, really. However, to get the full picture, of today's DCU, thisis a must-read. (Library
01/08)

Trebby's Take: Helps move the big picture along, doesn't really shine as a League story.

M says

Geoff Johnsis one of the best in the business at taking classic tropes, ideas, and characters, and breathing
fresh life into them. In the 18th volume of JLA, Johns has the team deal with the fallout of the Identity Crisis
storyline. With the truth about Dr. Light's mindwipe having surfaced, the team as awhole isfalling apart.
Making matters worse, the old-school Secret Society (Wizard, Felix Faust, Floronic Man, Matter Master,
Chronos, and Star Sapphire) have had their minds restored by the alien conqueror Despero. Armed with the
knowledge of the heroes' identities and loved one, the Society is back for revenge - and it's al part of
Depero's plot to take over the entire team. Johns dusts off unused and "joke" characters from an old DC era,
and brings them back with a vengeance. While it is tough to deal with a more modern and darker tone on the
JLA, Johnsisable to help integrate it with past eventsto help ease the transition. Granted, the new 52
initiative will wipe this from continuity, but kudos to the writer was elegantly dealing with the pitfalls and
challenges of established continuity.




J.M. Hushour says

Zatanna, Zatanna, Zatanna...| don't care how good you look in your velvet tophat and fishnet stockings, you
should know better than to try and erase Batman's FREAKIN' MEMORY/, because only bad things will
happen. Like Batman beating up Hawkman and quitting the Justice League kind of bad. Oh, right, do one
better JLA (this should stand for Jiant Lame Asses) and alienate Bats from his only real steady lay,
Catwoman. And, yes! Yes! whileyou'reat it, imprison aparalel Earth's Superboy in another dimension
where he can coldly plot the evisceration of the entire DC multiverse! Idiots! Thisisthe reason why Batman
is so much better than, say, Aquaman. Bats would never leave alitany of bad decisionsin hiswake.

Chad says

Spinning out of Identity Crisis, the Secret Society of Super-Villains have gotten they're memories back and
they are pissed. Now they know who the relatives of all the JLA members are and they want revenge. Now
the League must defeat the villains and decide if they are going to strip the villains memories again in order
to protect their families.

Geoff Johns and Chris Batista knocked it out of the park with this one. Good art, fantastic story. Johns
brought back some villains we haven't seen in avery long time and made them dangerous again.

Greg Fisher says

Collects JLA #115-119.

This JLA story tiesinto the aftermath of the Identity Crisis as the Justice L eague must, as a unit, either come
together and put the past behind them or disband for good. Meanwhile the Secret Society of Super-villains
looks to pay back the JLA for messing with their minds and memories. However, the question comes up,
who un-brain-washed them? And what are his ultimate goals? The answer may not surprise you -- once you
releaseit ain't Lex Luthor -- but the resulting battle and final decisions might. The sad note is how the
collection ends in a cliff-hanger that doesn't appear to relate to the story at hand and ties directly into DC's
mega-crossover Infinite Crisis.

JLA vol. 18.

Jared says

| really enjoyed this one. It's one for you, even if you aren't much of a comic book reader. It explores deep
themes of love, marriage and loss. It's a bit of a sad read if you know the characters of the DC universe.
Some key individuals die. But how the themes are dealt with was surprisingly mature. | learned afew things
from it, like how the perpetuity of love after someone passes away can be a comforting and positive thing,
not just another reminder of sorrow.



Martin says

At thetimeit was first published (first as monthly issues, then as a trade paperback) it capitalised on the
reveal (from Identity Crisis) that even Batman had been mind-wiped. Ooooh! The Justice Leagueis self-
destructing to begin with, but then comes along Despero and the Secret Society of Super-Villainsto make
matters worse.

Today, years later, this has become aforgotten, irrelevant storyline, in light of the many "Crises' that DC has
gone through, not to mention the many series/character reboots. It's like the events of this book are (how)
from another continuity, which in fact is what they've become.

Some good moments here, but nothing spectacular, nothing that survived the subsequent re-shuffling of the
DC Universe. Ideal for completists, but that's it.

Acton Northrop says

Like the second half of "Superman: Grounded," this story tries to pick up the dangling plot threads and
mangled characterizations from what went before and more or less shape them back into what passes for an
actual superhero story. Fine artwork throughout from Chris Batista, some top notch throwdowns between the
League and the Secret Society and Despero and some always-welcome spotlight on Catwoman. (Best of all,
unlike "ldentity Crisis," no rapes! What a concept!) If this story wasn't a bridge between two of the worst
comics of the past 20 years (the end leads directly into "Infinite Crisis"), I'd be fine with going a star higher.

Kyle Berk says

Crisis of Conscious acts as a aftermath to Identity Crisis. But it takes place after the OMAC project.

And to start | really liked Identity Crisis and loved The OMAC project so | ended up really liking this too. |
think they’re good comics and they’ re definitely more interesting then the Justice L eague since 2011 (though
at thistime I’ ve read none of Scott Snyder’s League except for they first issue).

It's got agood lineup of hero’s and other than the threat being some bigger conspiracy (it's always abig
conspiracy) it’sreally solid and fun to read and drawn well and has good moments for all the heroes.

I think this should be in the collection with Identity Crisis but then | wouldn’t have to buy it again.

4 stars.

Mike says

Well that was well-written but not much of a surprise. | think Johns has a good handle on the characters but



it feels like he had to shoehorn this into the greater "event" plotline, so it doesn't come as much of a shock
how this turned out. Or perhapsit's just a question of when this "set of momentous moments" will get
forgotten in favour of some future event or whim. Maybe I'd feel more comph if the villains had half abrain
cell between them here and took one action that seemed coordinated with any other villain.

Decent art, alittle cartoony but it services the action well enough.

Michael Irenski says

Picking up where Identity Crisis ended this book isthe failing apart of the JLA. While | urge readersto read
Identity Crisisfirst, the book really captures what makes the Justice League so great while also tearing them

apart.




