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When young Monica Winters Borrero loses her luminous mother in an accident at sea, she is exiled from the
tropical paradise that was her home. Grieving and cut off from a life among El Salvador's elite, Monica and
her American father move to Connecticut, vowing never to look back.

Years later, an intriguing stranger, who has endured a terrible loss of his own, enters Monica's life, bearing
an unusual request. Monica is propelled back to her lost world, retracing the shadowy last days of her
mother, a marine scientist who had been on the brink of understanding the therapeutic applications of a rare,
venomous sea creature. Now, her research is being corrupted by a secret clinic that claims the power to
restore consciousness to the comatose.

What Monica discovers will shatter the family's delicate truce with the past, and compel everyone involved
to challenge their deepest notions of what it means to be alive.

Atmospheric, thought-provoking, and timely, The Heiress of Water is a stunning parable of paradise lost and
found.
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From Reader Review The Heiress of Water: A Novel for online
ebook

Emma Gregory says

Mother and husband hover over their wife and daughter who has been in a coma for 2 years after a car
accident. Seeking help they run into Monica a woman who left El Salvador for Connecticut with her father at
12 after her mother drowned. Monica has researched marine shells that their poisonous venom jolts coma
victims back to life. All parties end up back in El Salvador. The story kept me entertained and the ending
was a pleaser

Sherrie says

You shouldn't miss this one- a really nice summer read

Kari says

The ending of this book doesn't answer the question "what happened?" Too much plot pressure was built up
that was never released. The story line had great potential, but the book needed another 25 pages.

I felt all the characters were the same: they all had the same kind and level of wit, and seemed to operate
under the same motivations.

An enjoyable read, but didn't really deliver.

Dahlma Llanos-Figueroa says

I LOVED this novel. I love the mystical/magical aspects of it. I loved the descriptive language that takes me
to a whole different world. I felt the characters were complex and engaging. I especially loved the water
imagery throughout and the family mystery surrounding the characters. I found the Yvette chapters really
interesting as I had never encountered a character who is in a comma through the entire book. Her point of
view was really intriguing. However, I too felt the ending was wanting. Too many questions left unanswered
and too many interesting characters left hanging. Won't go into specifics so I don't ruin the read. Well worth
reading.

Ashley says

This book had an interesting plot. It was different from anything else I have read in that regard. However, for
me it was a little slow. Lots of dialogue that seemed a little forced and fake. I finished the book because I
wanted to see how the story ended, not because I loved the style of writing.



Karen says

I really enjoyed this book. It's the first book in a while the kept me up late, late, late because I just wanted to
see how it would end.

The basic plot centers on a woman who grew up in an extremely rich family in El Salvadore who fled with
her American father to the States after her mother is killed during the Salvadoran revolution (uprising?). She
becomes a physical therapist and through work beccomes involved with the mother and husband of a
comatose woman. There's this whole part of the plot about sea snail venom and a clinic in El Salvadore that
is having a lot of success waking up comatose patients through the use of this venom.

The book is part mystery, part drama, part romance. Yes, the character development is probably not the best,
but the plot was compelling enough to make you want to keep reading. This is not "chick lit" or anything
lame like that; it's a real book and I recommend it.

Janet says

look for the alternate ending on the author's website. it is her original vision of how the story would end,
before she was talked into the editor's version.

Rebecca Konik says

The Heiress of Water: novel

I enjoyed this book, I felt everything, the sea, the waves, the smells, laughter and pain. Life and it's circle,
learning every day something new, along with past history...rooting for the goodness of it all. Thank you

Carole Davey says

Touching and moving

A story of love . . . a mother's love, a man's love for his wife, a daughter's love for her mother and her father,
and so much more. It's also a story of betrayal, loss and recovery. The characters became real to me. I could
feel what they felt. I could see what they saw. I felt as if I was present. What a gift.

Dov Zeller says

I noticed while choosing my Goodreads "bookshelves" for this book that I have one shelf for snails and one



for gastropods. Go figure. I checked both boxes for this because it starts off with an exploration of cone
snails.

Well, it starts off with a mother-daughter relationship, and the mother, an El Salvadoran rebel-of-sorts--
certainly frustrated by the economic reality of El Salvador, and struggling against it, though her own family
is of the economic elite there--and scientist, is studying cone snails, and she has trained her daughter to be
very attuned to the life of the ocean, it's heartbeat, its very breath.

The intensity of their relationship and the mother's insistence that her daughter to be as knowledgeable about
the coastal environment and ocean life as she is, is vividly drawn and engaging and offers a sense of
foreboding though I couldn't quite put my finger on what made it as disturbing as it was.

In a way, this relationship between mother and daughter is a most wondrous and damaging thing. Both a
unique kind of earthy intellectual nourishment and also a kind of trauma.

It's hard to explain, but the mother is so focused on her work that in a way, she doesn't seem to see her
daughter at all. Doesn't fully take her in. And yet, she gives her daughter a gift. Her exactitude and passion
and stubbornness, I think they are all gifts. Not easy ones. Multi-dimensional and questionable, but gifts
nonetheless.

And then the mother is gone. And the daughter and her father, who is from the U.S., move to Connecticut,
and she grows up away from her El Salvadoran family, from her childhood home. But she never loses her
connection to the ocean, or to the cone snail.

The book changes a lot, kind of morphs in terms of its focus and tone. There were moments when I thought it
was going to turn into a horror story. A love story. A war story. I suppose the theme of "lost and found"
"finding and losing" "losing and finding", questions of when letting go is important and holding on...And
who people are, at their core. And do people have a core? Are people the embodiment of some kind of
essence? Or are we something else entirely? And what of love? It's a messy business and confusing, it can
arrive and tangle around us in so many different ways. It can be so close and yet unreachable. It can be
destructive, life-saving. Sometimes the most loving thing to do is let go--to let go of people, of the past, even
of hope, and that is a hard and strange lesson.

So, this book is philosophical and intriguing and engaging--an exploration of love and loss. It sags a bit in
places and seems to lose track of itself, to not fully know what it wants to be doing, to get sidetracked a bit.
Sometimes the writing is really compelling, and sometimes a bit dusty. But, all in all, I'm glad I read it--not
sure how I came across it, but happy that I did. I look forward to reading more by this author!

Here's an interview with her. https://thedarkphantom.wordpress.com/... I wish they would have asked more
questions about her interest in cone snails and her connection to the events and characters of this book, and a
bit less about "when did you want to be a writer". But, still an interesting read.

Corinne says

This book isn't life changing and it was sappy in parts but it was a page turner and I finished it pretty quickly.



The plot revolves around venomous snails.

Merredith says

The Heiress of Water by Sandra Rodriguez Barron is a book i blindly picked up from the bargain bin when i
needed something to read and was out of rented books. for that, it was pretty good. Partly set in El Salvador,
and partly in Connecticut, it's a very latin american styled book, like Isabelle Allende, who is even quoted on
the front. Lots of that magical realism sort of thing, but a little toned down from some authors. The book is
about the sea, and 2 generations trying to find medicine from cone shells. This medicine can bring people out
of a coma, supposively, or other benefits too. The main character is a woman whose mother was stolen from
her by the sea, but just not in the way that she thinks. It's less boring than it sounds. There's a great deal of
mystery, although not who-done-it type mystery, in this book. I would check it out if you're looking for a
book that's both smart and entertaining.

Amanda says

OK, I really, really wanted to like this book. But I found it enragingly implausible and boring. I felt no
connection whatsoever to the characters. It was predictable. It was trite. It was a waste of my time and
money.

Maria K. says

There are LOTS of thought provoking ideas and contrasting ideas brought up/discussed - definitely a good
book club read. Contrasts like christianity/catholicism versus nature, wealth vs. poverty, traditional medicine
vs. experimentation. Love is a big part of the book and the different aspects of love we all find within our
lives and in our hearts. I really did like this book. I especially loved the imagery of the sea. I started out
thinking negatively of this book - was worried it would be another "hard" book to follow or would create
unanswered questions for me but I was totally wrong. It does create thought provoking ideas (as I said
above) but you are not consumed with them. When I finished the book, I was at peace.

Bridget says

We read this for book club, and our "discussion" was only 10 minutes long. The book was a bit trite, and we
didn't feel connected to any of the characters. I was interested enough to continue reading it, chapter after
chapter, but it didn't draw conflicting viewpoints from it's readers as I think it intended to.


