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Introducing everyone's new best friend: Stick Dog!

He'll makeyou laugh . . . helll makeyou cry . . . but above all, he'll make you hungry. Follow Stick Dog as
he goes on an epic quest for the perfect burger.
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From Reader Review Stick Dog for online ebook

Marisa says

Thisisabook that | would suggest younger kids read. | read it and thought it was ato easy book for me.

Raina says

DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THISBOOK!

| avoid books about dogs, as arule. For some reason, stories about animalsin pain affect me very strongly.
And it seemslike every story featuring a dog includes bad things happening to the dog. I'm sure there are
good and/or deep reasons for this, but sufficeit to say | do not like them. Didlike.

But THIS.

Thisisfine. Thisisafeel-good, goofy story in the vein of an easy Jeff Kinney-styleillustra-hybrid book for
the elementary set. The dogs work together to get ahold of hamburgers! Scheming, adorable dogs from the
brain of apretend child. The dogs are silly, and do silly things. | found it amusing, which is saying
something for abook likethis. ;)

| have avague memory that | liked that the kid says his drawings are really bad but HE STILL DOES
THEM! Still uses them to make a story. | wouldn't be such abig fan of the negative self-judgement of his
work, but | love that it doesn't stop him.

| also like that the dogs debate methods for gaining the hamburgers - the crazy variety of methods
demonstrate innovation/invention/problem solving and that is neat.

I've actually had quite afew kids ask for it since | read it quite afew months ago, which is cool.

Warm, fuzzy, cute, silly. | read it in one sitting. Y es, please. :)

Ashlee Tominey says

My 3 year old saw the cover while | was browsing audiobooks and asked to read it. | was unsure how this
illustrated book would be on audiobook but my kid thought it was awesome. He laughed alot. | enjoyed the
narrator's goofy voice and the different personalities of the dogs. After we finished it, we downloaded the
ebook and looked at the pictures. | then drew all of the dogs, surprisingly well :)

Be prepared to want a hamburger for the majority of the book.

Chrissays



Stick Dog is narrated by Tom,a young student, who sets us straight right from the start about his drawing
abilities (his art teacher scrunches up her face) and his writing abilities (barf-a-lucci). However, if we, as
readers, agree not to criticize either one, we will bein for afun story.

Agreed and delivered. Stick Dog is a cute and funny book.

Here' stheplot - Stick Dog is astray dog who livesin a big, empty pipe under the highway. His friends are
Poo Poo (apoodle), Stripes (adalmatian), Karen (a dachshund) and Mutt (a mutt). Stick Dog and his friends,
like al dogs, are constantly in search of food. It's summer and the wonderful aromas coming from nearby
Picasso Park can mean only one thing, hamburgers! —a dog’s favorite food. The rest of the story consists
entirely of Stick Dog and hisfriends attempt to steal hamburgers from the unsuspecting humans. Along the
way they are side tracked by squirrels, and thwarted by foolish plans, and lack of team work, until Stick Dog
comes up with athe winning idea— distract and grab.

Stick Dog is one of those kinds of books that adults won't like, but kids will devour, just like a big juicy
burger. At 200 pages, adults will think the book istoo long, and too simple, but kids will think it ended too
soon! At 200 pages adults will think the plot is too obvious and too drawn out, but kids will love reading
about Stick Dog’s many attempts to get the burgers, just like back in the day, we never tired of watching
Wile E. Coyote' s many attempts to get the Roadrunner.

| think the length is perfect for beginning and reluctant readers who will fedl very accomplished after
whizzing through 200 pages. Chapters are short, paragraphs are double-spaced and there are “ stick”
drawings on just about every page. The look of the book will also appeal to kids. It looks like Stick Dog is
written on lined, notebook paper and even the cover art mimics the notebook idea. The drawings are cute and
funny and most readers will probably try drawing stick dogs of their own, and maybe even writing a story of
their own!

Overal, | liked this book alot, and think it will be akid pleaser, along the likes of Wimpy Kid books.
However, the humor and plot are simpler and will appeal to aslightly younger crowd. Best for grades 3- 5.
The book has both boy and girl appeal with no bad language or situations unless you consider attempting to
steal burgersacrime.

Charlotte says

(I wasn't planning on reviewing this right away, but seeing that one star review it got months ago (why???) |
had to quickly counter it). (edited to add--the one star review now seems to have gone away. Good).

If you want to get your elementary school reader (age 8ish, say) to read a book, look for Stick Dog when it
comesout in early 2013. | pretty much promise they will pick it up, attracted by the very funny cover and
premise--dogs (drawn stick dog style)on an epic fantasy quest for...hamburgers.

| received areview copy of this book on Friday, and in the next two days it was pounced on by both my
nephew and my son, who both read it in asingle sitting with great enjoyment. My son then pressed me to



read it--"tell me when you get to the funny bits," he said.

And there were many funny bits, too many to list, and so | giveit four starsfor a. charm and quirkiness b.
young reader appeal.

(I mysdlf don't care for intrusive narrators, so it was not quite abook for me, Charlotte. Also | am not an 8
year old boy. And also, | would have preferred Stick Cat. Stick Hamster would be funny too....)

Sebastian says

it was agreat book. | thought it was a page turner.this book is about this dog named stick dog. And his friend
and thought the whole book stick dog and his friends try to get food will they succeed or will they walk away
empty handed.

L eo says

THISBOOK ISAS GOOD ASA HAMBURGER!!! Y ou should really read this book if you like dogs trying
to get hamburgers.

Aeicha says

Tom Watson's Stick Dog is alot of things: funny, silly, clever, addicting, surprising. This little book, with its
child-like illustrations and story, had me laughing out loud and feeling like akid again!

Stick Dog is al about the adventures of a poorly drawn dog named (yep, you guessed it!), Stick Dog. Stick
Dog and his four doggy companions set out on a dangerous but worthy mission: to steal hamburgers from a
picnicking family in the park. This mission isn't an easy one and involves ridiculous plans, distractions, a
little bit of garbage eating, and awhole lot of luck.

Stick Dog isawildly entertaining book that younger readers will gobble up quickly. Tom Watson writes
with a charming, child-like voice that is both sweet and cleverly witty. Told from the perspective of achild
who is“writing” Stick Dog's story and drawing the illustrations, Stick Dog speaks to its intended audience
perfectly. And the narrator actually speaks directly to the audience, pulling them in and making them feel
like an important part of the story, which | enjoyed very much. Stick Dog's story isn't a complicated or
intricate one, but it is completely fun and captivating.

The silly antics of Stick Dog and his four canine friends (Poo-Poo the Poodle, Stripes the Dalmatian, Karen
the Dachshund, and Mutt the mutt) will have readers giggling loudly. And these five doggy characters are
impossible to not love and root for. The rudimentary illustrations have a special charm all their own and
really complete the story.

Thewhole “look” and formatting of this book is awesome. The pages within are lined and made to look like
achild's notebook, and the text is sparse on each page, leaving room for the amusing illustrations. The whole
look will definitely appeal to younger readers.



MY FINAL THOUGHTS: Stick Dog and his doggy buds have won me over, and Tom Watson has a new
fan! Stick Dog is made for younger readers, and younger readers will have no problems catching on to how
awesome this book is, but older readers (especially those parents acting as bedtime story readers) will also
find themsel ves entertained.

Jehnie says

Read for the 4th Grade Battle of the Books

I'm not afan of Diary of aWimpy Kid copiesin general, but | found this book poorly written. While |
understand the idea of writing from the perspective of akid, | still think books should be a good model of
grammar for the readers.

Edited to add feedback from my boys:

9 yr old: "The book is dumb; it has no plot and bad drawings. I'd giveit ascloseto O starsas | could.”
8yrold: "l liked it. Stick Dog encourages his friends, even when they have goofy ideas.”

I'll stick with two stars.

Theresa says

Stick Dog (so named for his rudimentary depiction by narrator Tom, who claims an inability to draw) and his
doggy friends—Poo Poo, Karen, Mutt, and Stripes—are strays living in a suburban park. One day they detect
“apleasant aroma’ (grilling hamburgers) and decide to satisfy their hunger at whatever cost. The chase that
followsinvolves distractions (asquirrel in atree), misunderstandings about the family that is grilling, and a
series of ludicrous attack plans that surprisingly resultsin atasty conclusion. Watson’s humorous debut

novel isreminiscent of Jeff Kinney’s Wimpy Kid and Lincoln Peirce’s Big Nate series. It features succinct
text, oversize type, and frequent cartoon illustrations, al printed on what looks like notebook paper. The
humor and format will attract readers, but the canine camaraderie, development of distinct characters,
sprinkling of perceptive comments, and Stick Dog’s quiet but effective leadership (in particular, his kind
responsesto hispals' ridiculous attack plans) will ensure devoted fans. Here' s hoping more Stick Dog
adventures are in the works. Grades 3-6. --Kay Weisman (amazon review)

Large print and borders. Pictures. Fun, silly dogs. What's not to love?

Cat says

Thiswas one funny book! | love the stick figure dogs! | am sure 2nd -4th graders will find this series
amusing! Illustrations were so fun!




[Shai] The Bibliophage says

| enjoyed reading this 1st book in the series though it needs to warm up to me first. The camaraderie and the
funny exchange of conversation between the pack of Stick Dog is fun to read. I'm looking forward on
reading the rest of the succeeding published books in this series.

Steph says

So flipping weird but funny. Basically Stick Dog and his friends (including Stripes, who has spots) are off on
an adventure to obtain some hamburgers. Their suggestions on how to go about getting the burgers are just
ridiculous, and Stick Dog politely makes the dogs feel heard but helps lead them towards better ideas. Lots
of sarcasm, which | love, and a perfect description of what dogs WOULD think about, say, and do if we
could understand them. So dumb, and so darn lovable.

Written like a diary, with sketched illustrations that remind me of Diary of a Wimpy Kid.

3.5 stars, but | rounded up because of the character named Poo-Poo. | read this aloud to my 3rd graders and
even afew daysin whilereading it I'd bust out laughing.

Thisiswhy | teach 8 year olds. Because | totally get their humor.
But you go ahead and say it out loud and NOT laugh. | dare you.

"Poo Poo."

Judy says

This made me giggle quite afew times with its silly (but sometimes sophisticated) humour. | am confident
that both my boys (8 and 9 years) will LOVE it.

An earlier reviewer objected to the occasional big word thrown into the mix. | reserved judgement until | had
read it. Now I'd say, yes, alot of kidswon't know what 'effervescent’ means. But that doesn't matter, and if
some of them ook it up or ask their parents what it means... so much the better. That's how kids learn new
words. And 'effervescent’ is a good word. It is onomatopoeic. Hooray! | think it has been used out of a sense
of the joy of language, with abit of irony thrown in. Besides, the meaning in this context is pretty obvious.
(See dso "B stands for Beautiful. For Bountiful. Bodacious. Bombastic.")

Furthermore, Tom Watson has given kids some pretty great definitions of words in his story, and the word
discussions not only dlide perfectly into the story, but are sometimes very funny. Delight in the definition of

'distraction’. | did. Especially Karen's contribution. | liked Karen.

Stick Dog's unfailingly positive attitude is a bonus, and made me smile. | don't think it's didactic. It'sjust part



of Stick Dog's personality to respond to the hare-brained schemes and behaviour of his buddies with a
special kind of tact that leaves them feeling happy, not deflated. A useful skill, and something | found much
more enjoyable to read than the jaded negativity of Wimpy Kid (a book that has been previously compared
to this one because of theillustration style.)

Enjoy!

Jackie says

This book isflat out hilarious and will be tempting even for areluctant reader. It would also be tons of funto
read aloud. But what | really like about this is the message of being kind to your friends, working together,
and respecting everything (except squirrels-you'll understand when you read it). | also an impressed at the
emphasis (subtle, but clear) on vocabulary. Kids will learn something while they are laughing. Is there any
way better to do it?




