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NOAH CUTTER WAS A MAN OF HIS WORD...

Scarred in body and soul, rancher Noah didn't consider himself fit company for anyone. But when his
brother's philandering finally caught up with him, honor dictated that Noah claim his brother's widow as his
own....

Standing on her doorstep, with his collar turned up and a rifle by his side, Noah was about the most
intimidating man Katherine had ever seen. And though one man's false promises had already dashed her
dreams, she instinctively trusted this stranger. Even more, Kate suspected she'd only be a fool this time if she
didn't take a chance on Noah for the sake of herself...and her unborn child!
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From Reader Review His Secondhand Wife for online ebook

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

Noah Cutter is one of my favorite heroes of all time. What a beautiful man and a beautiful love story.

Preeti ♥? (Romance She Reads) says

A simple heartwarming story that makes you happy having read it, having known these characters.
The H literally made my heart squeeze and ache several times through this book.
One of those strong, silent, gentle types who are emotionally scarred but never take it out on others. He
deserved all the happiness and love that the h could give him and more, and it made me happy to read a story
that enabled these two to find their way to each other. *sigh*

Tricia Len says

I loved this book! Noah Cutter is one of the very best heroes ever. I just loved this love story.

Vintage says

Another sweet second chance Beauty and the Beast romance from St. John. Here the heroine was married
and widowed to a weak scoundrel. His older half-brother steps in for a MOC to help her and her baby.

What are the problems? The H was horribly scarred as a child and has avoided all human contact as much as
possible. The meddling of the absolutely toxic stepmother to the H is what initiates the marriage.

H is sufficiently shut down and broody and the heroine’s lighthearted and optimistic look at life despite her
own tragedies loosens him up. She also takes on the stepmother and protects the poor guy who's been treated
like caca all his life.

Good but not as good as The Tenderfoot Bride.

Okay, whew. Now that’s out of the way. I don’t think Cheryl St. John had Blazing Saddles in mind when
she named this town Rock Ridge (or maybe she did, but unfortunately I could not get it out of my mind!!!!!

I will spare everyone the incredibly funny and incredibly offensive jokes of BS, but it’s really, really hard.

The Ballad of Rock Ridge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiTKI...



Rachel says

[ not at all (hide spoiler)]

Fani *loves angst* says

4.5 stars
I really liked this heartwarming and also intense romance between two people who were so perfect for each
other. The story had me hooked from start and there were passages that moved me immensely. However,
both the hero's and heroine's insecurities went on for a bit longer than I deemed necessary, thus creating
undue frustration near the end. Also, a few issues I had with the plot's credibility kept me from rating it with
5 stars. Still, a very sweet and tender romance that I'm glad I read. Plus the hero is so amazing, you can't help
but love him!

Alex says

Noah Cutter is surprised when he finds not only that his younger brother Levi has gotten himself killed but
that he also left behind a wife he told no one about.

Driven by his sense of duty, Noah locates Katherine and finds her working at a laundry house, poor and
pregnant and without the support of her mother. So, Noah does the honorable thing and asks her to come
with him to his ranch, where she and the baby will be safe and provided for.

Katherine isn't sure if she can believe Noah, after all his brother left her behind as if she were so much
garbage, but something tells her that Noah is the only chance her baby has to have a good life. So she goes
off with him to his ranch in the outsides of Copper Creek, Colorado.

Noah is a bit of the town's loner, he has had scars all over his body and part of his face since he was in his
early teens due to an accident and, thanks to his not-so-kind stepmother, has always believed people are
better off spared the sight of him. So, having Katherine move in with him is less than ideal, especially since
he thinks she's pretty much the most beautiful girl he has ever seen.

After his stepmother, Estelle, drives the idea into his head that Kate could someday re-marry and take his
niece or nephew away, Noah asks a still pregnant Katherine to marry him.

When most books end in marriage, for Noah and Kate it's just the beginning as Kate struggles to make a
place for herself in Noah's life beyond being the mother of Levi's child - for a long time she thinks the
Cutters don't want her, just the baby - and Noah struggles with the fact that he might be falling in love with
Kate and the belief that she could never love him back, since she loved his handsome brother and there is no
way he could compare to Levi.

This book is a definite hanky-read, I was in tears just a few pages in cried most of my way through, but the
story is so wonderful I couldn't put it down. The romance grows slowly and sweetly and it's one of the best



stories I've read lately.

Characters from Sweet Annie, show up and you do get a little update on their lives, which is nice.

Anyway, I'm in love with this book

Ezinwanyi says

4.5 stars.
I loved this one. It was sweet with a bit angst and just satisfying. In this story, Noah Cutter finds out his
brother and co-owner of their family ranch was shot dead leaving a pregnant wife. Noah does the honorable
thing and offers Katherine a place at the Ranch to leave for both protection and familial obligation. After all
Levi's unborn child will inherit the ranch someday.

Katherine and Noah then begin this journey to define her place there and in the process begin to form a bond
together. It predictable what happens but it doesn't make the story any less enjoyable.

Noah was a man unused to love due to his scarring and Katherine was the most optimistic character I've ever
read. Together, they made this beauty and the beast trope sweet and hopeful. I appreciate the author for
giving Noah and Katherine some shade so they weren't perfect people. They were flawed and human. I've
read Cheryl St. John before and this one was almost as good as The Land of Dreams. I wish she will get her
books on audio.

Deborah says

Sweet slow building romance.

I've read a lot of darker books lately so when a friend recommended this and I'd checked out the synopsis I
decided to give it a go and I'm so glad I did it's been a nice change since it's a beautiful slow building
romance set back in April 1890.
Katherine had married Levi Cutter after a whirlwind romance and for the first couple of weeks it was great
but then Levi grew restless and started to stay out more and then under the guise of looking for work he
disappears completely leaving Katherine to manage alone working long hard hours in a laundry. Katherine
hasn't seen Levi for five months, she's pregnant and living in a small shack with her mother.
Noah Cutter is a private man who keeps himself to himself so when he gets a message from the sheriff to
identify a body which could be his brother Levi he reluctantly goes along, the body it turns out is Levi but
Noah is more concerned with the fact that apparently Levi has a wife, a pregnant wife.
Although it wasn't his original intention Noah invites Katherine to return home with him, after all she's his
brothers widow and carrying his child so it's the right thing to do. Noah struggles at first since he's such a
private man, he's used to spending most of his time alone but slowly Katherine works her way into his life.
Noah and Levi were opposites, Levi was outgoing and friendly, handsome and he knew it and used it to get
what and who he wanted, due to an accident when he was young Noah is heavily scarred and hides away
from the world but the introduction of Katherine into his life is going to change him forever.



Ruth says

This is the first book I've read from Cheryl St. John, and it has left me wanting to read more of her books. I
thought she did an excellent job of engaging me in a tender and beautiful love story. Kate had married Levi
Cutter, but after a couple of weeks, he told her he needed to find a good job and would come back for her.
After five months of his absence, his brother, Noah shows up to tell her that Levi was shot. Kate soon
realizes that Levi had no intention of coming back to her since he was off sleeping around with other women,
so she doesn't hold onto any sentimental feelings for him.

When Noah witnesses Kate's mother talking down to her, he offers to take Kate to his ranch where he can
provide for her and her unborn child. She accepts and off they go. I loved the fact that she was a chatterbox
and he was silent. She was beautiful and he hides his face under long hair, a beard and a hat because of an
accident that left him scarred. It reminded me of the movie "Beauty and the Beast". Noah has a good heart
and does what he can to make things easy for her, which in turn, makes her feel useless and she begins to
think he is only interested in his unborn nephew or niece rather than her.

Getting to know what both characters are thinking made me understand that he did care for her and this
caring developed into love overtime. Afraid of losing her and her unborn child because of his step-mother's
suggestion that Kate will find a man to marry, Noah proposes marriage. Considering that it will secure her
and the baby's future, she agrees. Even from the moment they marry, it's apparent they care more for each
other than the other one thinks. Noah's never been with a woman, which I found refreshing because of the
many romances that do not have virgin heroes.

Since they aren't communicating what they really think, they assume what the other one is thinking. Noah
fears that she feels obligated to be with him because he's providing for her. Kate fears that he is only doing
his duty to her for the sake of the baby. This is a great book with two major themes: it's not the outward
appearance that makes a person lovely and what we assume someone else is thinking can be wrong. I highly
recommend this and will read more books by this author.

Tandie says

This was so sweet and squishy! Noah was horribly scarred when he was young and has become a total
hermit, rarely leaving his ranch. His womanizing, charmer of a brother, Levi, gets himself shot by a jealous
husband. Cheatin' dead Levi had a wife that he abandoned 5 months ago, so hermit bro goes to inform her.

Noah finds Kate living in poverty, working herself to the bone, with a super-mean mother. Kate has his loser
bro's baby baking in her oven, so he whisks her off to his cowboy ranch. He's a withdrawn loner who hides
his face behind copious amounts of facial hair. She wants to feel safe and wanted.

A nice fluffy western romance. I was in the mood for some comfort food & this hit the spot.



Bgurl (don't h8 me cuz I'm honestful) says

  3 SWEET & SIMPLE STARS

  “She had the ability to humble him. Not shame him. Never to shame him. This was a new feeling. And it
would take some getting used to. He hoped the feeling, and Katherine, stayed and that he had a chance to
get used to both of them.”
~ Noah Cutter. His Secondhand Wife.

Sometimes, when reading books about the bigotry, small-mindedness, and meanness of mankind; a modest
story about the importance of treating others with dignity, kindness, and respect can be more impactful than
those written with more artistry. Such is the case with Cheryl St. John’s, His Secondhand Wife.

This sweet, simply told tale of a socially isolated, physically scarred man who slowly flourishes with the love
and acceptance bestowed upon him by his wayward brother’s pregnant widow, touched me in a way few
stories have.

The clean, basic style of St. John’s writing contrasted with her deeper social commentary in a way that
mirrored the ethos of the main characters themselves, thereby underscoring the message that:

The most beautiful hearts are often hidden within humble packages.

If your looking for a book with a very similar storyline, but prefer a more sophisticated writing style and
deeper characterizations, you might want to check out The Way Home, by Megan Chance. It’s also a good
read.

Zoe says

I sense that I am coming to the end of my recent reading spree of the western romances.

Cheryl St. John writes beautifully. I enjoyed reading her stories. That being said, I was kind of bored reading
this supposedly riveting book. The premise in interesting enough. Widow of an irresponsible younger
brother, aka the pregnant heroine, met the responsible older brother, aka the virgin hero. For whatever
reasons, they thought getting married was a good idea, seeing how Noah was supposed to take care of his
younger brother's widow and unborn child.

I did not like Katherine much from the beginning. She seemed kind of dumb and ungrateful that she jumped
on the idea when Noah offered to take her away from her mother, which translates into a good life in a fancy
household. It just sounded like she had enough of the poverty she and her mother were living in and here
came Noah the rich older brother-in-law, who miraculously saved her from living with her poor mother.

So Katherine left her mother behind, jumped on the wagon with Noah and talked, talked, talked. She was a
chatterbox and that was supposed to be sweet. I didn't see what is so sweet about it. I was annoyed. But



apparently for our virgin hero, a woman chattering non-stop was arousing. Good for him, I say.

Katherine's mother-in-law, who was Noah's step-mother, was just an unnecessary character in the story, it
seemed to me. I do not know what her purpose is other than being mean to Noah and tell him that he should
marry Katherine. The friendly neighbors were kind of boring too. And I guess a virgin hero is the big selling
point in this story. To my dismay, I did not find this story all that interesting. The only good thing I can say
is that Cheryl St. John writes charmingly.

Linda says

HIS SECONDHAND WIFE is the second book in the Copper Creek series. SWEET ANNIE is the first.
There is quite a bit to like about Noah Cutter and his deceased brother's widow, Kate.

Levi Cutter, Kate's husband, was suppose to be looking for work. She hadn't seen him in several months.
Noah claimed his body when he was shot dead. The reason? Another man had caught him with his wife. At
the same time Levi had left a very-pregnant Kate alone.

Noah, who was severely scarred over most of his body, offers his brother's widow a home. Kate has little and
wants to be able to provide for the baby so she takes him up on his offer.

HIS SECONDHAND WIFE is their heartwarming story. Simple and sweet, Cheryl St. John's writing is
clear. She expresses emotion by subtle touches, looks and gestures. In turn, this brings the characters to life.

The author doesn't make their relationship seem too easy. Noah was humiliated by his looks. This made him
a lonely man and someone many people feared. He yearned for a wife and family but felt that no one could
ever overlook his appearance. His punishment? He had not been touched by anyone since he was thirteen
years old.

Shy at first, Kate broke down his insecurities and the walls that surrounded him. With Kate's help, Noah
became a changed man. For the better. If nothing else, you will want to read this book for their much-
deserved happy ending.

Erika says

This was a very sweet, beautiful love story. The hero Noah and heroine Katherine were both good and kind-
hearted people; they both had very difficult pasts. My only complaint is that I got a little impatient for Noah
and Katherine to stop guessing what the other was thinking and actually come right out and talk about it. As
much as I understood Noah's hesitancy to be open (he had a REALLY rough life,growing up with scars all
over his body and being isolated from others),it still got frustrating.

The ending was really sweet and very fulfilling. This was my first Cheryl St. John book and I believe I will
try another.


