
7 x 9 = Trouble!
Claudia Mills , G. Brian Karas (Illustrator)

http://bookspot.club/book/378086.7-x-9-trouble
http://bookspot.club/book/378086.7-x-9-trouble


7 x 9 = Trouble!

Claudia Mills , G. Brian Karas (Illustrator)

7 x 9 = Trouble! Claudia Mills , G. Brian Karas (Illustrator)
Wilson Williams worries about passing his times-table tests

Wilson has a hard time with math, especially with Mrs. Porter’s timed multiplication tests. If only he were as
quick as Laura Vicks, the smartest kid in third grade, or as quick as his brother, Kipper – a kindergartner.
Wilson’s mother and father try to help, but Wilson doesn’t appreciate having to do practice tests on a play
date. Fortunately, his friend Josh Hernandez is a comfort, as is Squiggles, the class hamster. Wilson is sure
that with his own little animal squeaking and cuddling beside him, he could learn anything. But his mom
doesn’t like pets. So Wilson bravely struggles on, hoping that one day in the not-too-distant future he’ll pass
all his times-table tests. Then, surprisingly, Kipper comes to the rescue.

With sensitivity and gentle humor, Claudia Mills examines a common childhood fear and a common family
experience. G. Brian Karas provides tender, funny pictures. 
7 x 9 = Trouble! is a 2003 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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From Reader Review 7 x 9 = Trouble! for online ebook

Nancy Kotkin says

Children's chapter book about a third-grade boy struggling to memorize his times tables. He also lobbies his
parents to allow him to get a pet of his own, and he helps look after his little brother. Likable protagonist.
Exemplifies perseverance and practice to reach a goal.

Sarah says

Publication Date: April 9,2002

Annotation: Wilson has a hard time in math class. He worries about doing well and studies hard but he still
struggles. Wilson does not appreciate the help his parents try to give him. In the end the person who helps
Wilson the most is his younger brother.

Themes: Humor, Realistic Fiction

Ways to Use: This is a good book to use with students who struggle in certain content areas. It promotes
positivity and perserverence. Students could listen to the story and write a reflection on how the story made
them feel and why.

Sharon says

I loved the interplay between the two brothers, the humor, and the inner dialogue of the main character. The
juxtaposition of the focus of school and the focus of the main character on the class pet hamster was also
very entertaining and true to life.

Jnase1 says

Wilson is a third grade boy who is having trouble learning his multiplication tables, but he sure does love his
class pet, Squiggles. His teacher has promised everyone in the class an ice cream cone when they pass their
12s and Wilson is afraid that he might be the only one in his class not to get a cone. Not only that, but if he
doesn't learn all his multiplication tables, how will he ever convince his parents that he deserves his very
own pet to take care of. With the help of his parents, his friends, and even his little brother who is only in
Kindergarten, Wilson soon gets up to his 12s. Will he pass or will his chances for an ice cream cone and a
new pet be doomed? Quick, easy read, but enjoyable. Even fourth graders might enjoy this one.



Elissa Schaeffer says

Wilson Williams is in the third grade and struggling with his times tables. He has to pass his 12's times table
test and he's only on his 3's! His teacher sends a letter home to his parents asking them to help him practice.
So that means more times table practice tests at home, too. Not what Wilson wants to do. But he and his
parents practice, his little brother even helps, and so does his class pet, Squiggles.

Wilson was a pretty likeable kid--I like that he's struggling with a school subject. I also like that he knows
what he subjects he's good at (art!). So it's not that he's a bad student, he's actually a good student, but he's
run up against something that gives him a hard time. And that's okay. This book makes it clear that it's okay.
I also liked how supportive his friends and family were and that Wilson recognized that as well, from his
best friend, to his little brother and his stuffed animals, to his classmates, to his parents.

I'd recommend this to my library patrons, but also when parents come in looking for help finding a book for
their reluctant reader. I think that reading about Wilson's struggles could be helpful to some kids. Grades 2
and up.

Sherrie says

Very good book for young readers. This book is about Wilson and his worries that he'll never pass all his
multiplication times table tests. Wilson is in 3rd grade. When the children pass all the times tables they get a
reward of an ice cream cone from the teacher. Wilson fears his ice cream cone will be buried in the freezer
before he ever gets his times tables done. Wilson also has a little brother in kindergarten who can already do
time tables. And Wilson really wants a cute and cuddly hamster like Squiggles at school. Does Wilson learn
all his times tables and get his ice cream cone? Does he get a hamster? You'll have to read the book to find
out.

Melissa Urban says

Themes: dealing with struggle in school, math, humor

Wilson has a hard time with math, especially with Mrs. Porter's timed multiplication tests. If only he were as
quick as Laura Vicks, the smartest kid in third grade, or as quick as his brother, Kipper -- a kindergartner.
Wilson's mother and father try to help, but Wilson doesn't appreciate having to do practice tests on a play
date. Fortunately, his friend Josh Hernandez is a comfort, as is Squiggles, the class hamster. Wilson is sure
that with his own little animal squeaking and cuddling beside him, he could learn anything. But his mom
doesn't like pets. So Wilson bravely struggles on, hoping that one day in the not-too-distant future he'll pass
all his times-table tests. Then, surprisingly, Kipper comes to the rescue.

Uses in the classroom: Funny read aloud, good for encouraging students who may have a mental block on
math or a fear of math



Genesis says

The name of this book should have been called 7 x 9 “Double Trouble” because it took Wilson twice as long
as everybody else to learn his times tables. This was an easy book to read, but I actually did like it because it
had some parts that made me laugh out loud! Like how Wilson’s, little brother had two stuffed animals
named Peck-Peck and Snappy and they could do their times table faster than Wilson.
I can relate because in Chapter 1, Wilson had erased an answer and it didn’t look like it had been erased all
the way, so Ms. Porter marked it wrong. The same thing happened to me in my Spanish class. In Chapter 3
Wilson said he wished he could take his multiplication test first thing in the morning so, he wouldn’t forget
them at 2 pm when it was test time. That would be easy for me and my friends too.
Wilson is slow at remembering his times tables. Chapter 8, Wilson gets to his 12’s but he has a hard time
remembering them. His parents have tried to help him too, his little brother and his best friend. I like Wilson
because he works hard to pass his test and he was nervous a lot and he felt some pressure.
What I learned from this book is that it doesn’t matter how old you are, school can be hard some time when
you have a tough class and you feel like you are not going to get a good grade. You have to get help
sometimes.

Esther says

Major problem is third grader can't figure out his times tables. Steps in the solution are help from family
members and friends. Minor plot is missing class hamster, which has helped him concentrate on memorizing
his tables. Older / little brother drama.

10 chapters, 8ish pages per chapter

Chapter 1: Problem: Wilson needs more practice on his multiplication tables.
Chapter 2: Baby brother better at multiplying.
Chapter 3: Completes one set of multiplication tables
Chapter 4: 2 more sets done, stuck on 7's
Chapter 5: Friend comes over. Wants to compete by doing the tests.
Chapter 6: Another friend helps him pass more
Chapter 7: More work
Chapter 8: Problem: Hamster is missing. Fails his 12's
Chapter 9: Passes but forgets to pick up brother
Chapter 10: Find hamster. All happy.

Della Bowens says

It is very interesting that I picked this book written by Claudia Mills because a child in my observation class
was reading the same book too. I now know why the young girl was so intrigued with this book because I
liked it too. Although she is in fourth grade and I am a junior in college, it was cute and relatable for all ages.
The book is about a young boy named William who struggles with math, especially multiplication. Everyone
in his life (peers, and family) tries to help but he cannot grasp the concept. Especially when it coms to taking



tests. He finally receives help from an unlikely source. This book is good for third grade or fourth grade. I
know how it is to not be good at math and struggle so i can relate to this book even though this book is more
on the humorous side.

Yesenia says

The novel 7x9= Trouble! is a delightful book that students must read. The audience for this book is for
second and third graders. The author is Claudia Mill and the illustrator is G. Brian Karas. The book is a great
book for early readers to get hook on reading.
The story is about a young third grader named Wilson Williams. Wilson hates multiplications, he wants
nothing to do with them, yet he has three weeks to learn his multiplications from the threes to the twelve.
The only thing that is worth the effort of coming to school is the class pet hamster, Squiggles. After the
teacher sent a letter to his parents, Wilson has to study everyday his multiplications. Soon Wilson discovers
that his kindergartner brother knows how to multiply. Everyone seems to know how to multiply before him.
Although he says he does not wants the teacher’s cone, that it is probably not a real good, it is just a façade.
He wants to have his ice cream as well as pet hamster as cool as squiggles.
I really enjoyed how the author capture the essence of children. Most children bicker and fight like Peck-
peck and Snappy, especially if the younger brother outsmarts the older brother. The language the author
writes is easy enough for early readers to transition into chapter books without being a burdensome book to
read.
The illustrations are done with color pencils but the illustrations are just black and white. The book does not
have a lot of pictures just some here and there which is training kids to use their imagination, and for them to
build their own characters. The media used for the illustrations is cartoon art.
I think that this book would be a great read aloud for a classroom, the story line is funny and entertaining and
will also allow for great follow up conversations for students to elaborate.
I rate the book four stars, and will highly recommend this book to younger children.

Book commercial:

Have you ever been behind in school? Or have you felt that no matter what or how much you tried, it is still
not enough? That is the story of Wilson Williams, he is a third grader that has three weeks to learn his
multiplications. One by one he sees how his classmates pass their time tables while he gets left behind. It
seems that he is never going to get his ice cream cone that the teacher hands out to those who have passed
their multiplications. To make matters worse, his younger brother, Kipper is learning to multiply. “With
Wilson’s luck, Kipper would tear through the times tables in his special math group and get his cone before
the end of kindergarten. Kipper would be merrily dripping his cone all over Snappy and Peck-Peck, while
Wilson’s cone was getting buried in ice in the school freezer” (66-67). Would Wilson learn his
multiplications in time for his cone, or would it be too late? Read to discover the answer to these questions,
and the many exciting adventures that Wilson encounters as he is learning his multiplications.

Ashley Allen says

This book would be a great book to use when talking about motivation. This book is also a great book to use



when talking about practice makes perfect. The children will learn that if they practice and learn helpful
information they can achieve any goal. This is also a great book to predict what will happen next in the story.

Kirby says

Writing for the primary grade crowd takes a special gift and Claudia Mills has it. Your heart will break for
Wilson who struggles with learning his times tables but whose younger brother appears to be a math whiz.
Throw in a class hamster and you have the perfect book for the newly confident independent reader (and the
54-year-old reader, too!). I won't spoil the book for you, but the last line of the book has to be one of the top
ten perfect last lines.

Jessica says

This book I have to say was really good. It can be good for kids who are trying to learn multiplacation, or
kids who just love to read. This book has well written chapters, and very good words for the kids to
understand. It wil probrably take about four to five days to read this book, but its really worth the time. And
to the author, "keep writing these types of books! :)

Dolly says

This is another interesting book featuring Wilson and his struggles with math. We read Fractions = Trouble!
first, and had we known this book existed, we would've read this one first.

It is a good story for third graders, because they can relate to the characters in the story and the joys and
frustrations of mastering the times tables.

It's age-appropriate and I think they can empathize with Wilson's experiences. The illustrations are sparse
and completely in black and white, but they complement the story nicely.

Our oldest read this book and then I read it after she did; we had fun discussing the plot and she was very
happy that she had completed her times tables, too.


