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Caroline used to haveit all: she was madly in love with her husband, Peter, and they worshiped their
beautiful baby girl. But asLily growsinto atoddler, Caroline notices that her daughter seemsto live and act
with a disconnect, and soon the perfect future Caroline had envisioned, along with her marriage, begin to
crumble. Now she and Peter are no longer lovers, they're plaintiffs in the throes of divorce while still
struggling to care for Lily. After years of blame and overwhelming despair, Caroline's chance encounter with
astranger at University Hospital opens her eyes to the prospect of accepting new support, new loves, and
new dreams.

From the acclaimed author of "The Final Piece" comes a story of afamily broken and unable to cope with a
daughter's disability. And amother who finds that |etting go of the life she imagined may be the only way to
get to the life she was meant for.
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From Reader Review Lily Lovefor online ebook

M elissa says

"You make therest of the world disappear.”

After years of fertility treatments and miscarriages, Caroline's wish came true. She has a daughter. But it's
not exactly the dream she pictured it to be. Lily her 5-year old daughter suffers from a developmental
disability and a seizure disorder. The doctors don't have a clear diagnosis and Lily isatoddler
developmentally.

Caroline has given up her career, shein the midst of divorce and all she's left with is guilt. Guilt for wanting
adifferent life for Lily, guilt for thinking she might not have gone through with fertility treatmentsif she had
know the outcome, and guilt for pushing her husband away and trying to shoulder the burden aone. It's
totally unexpected when she meets Tate in the cafeteria of the hospital. He's dealing with his own
heartbreaking situation, but together they are able to find the peace and love they need to face the difficult
times ahead. Tate is perfection!

This book was so touching. | don't have children, but | imagine it would be extremely difficult to watch your
child struggle and not be able to fix it. Caroline's emotions in the beginning of the book felt genuineto me,
but somewhere along the way the story felt alittle bit digjointed. After meeting Tate her whole demeanor
changed. Suddenly, she was able to relinquish control and let Lily go off with her dad constantly. And what
happened to Max? | had such a crush on him after seeing him with Lily and then he just disappeared.
Overall, agreat story that left me wanting to read her other books.

4/5 Fangs
MrsLeif's Two Fangs About It

*Complimentary copy provided by NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.*

Willow Aster says

I'm hooked when authors can write about heartbreaking topics and insert humor in the middle of it al. Maggi
Myers does this throughout the book!

Andrea Randall says

What if things had been different? What if 1'd taken that job, married that boy, or said "no"?

Many of us have pondered the "What If's" in our own lives, and author Maggi Myers courageoudly divesinto
another oft not discussed "What If". What if your child and your marriage were diagnosed as "disabled" all at
once? What if "for better or for worse" meant "if the kids are healthy and we still like each other"?



Take this journey with protagonist Caroline as she navigates through despair to self-discovery. Life doesn't
always turn out the way we hoped. Often, it's downright unfair. The good news, though, is there's aways
room for love.

Ash Luna says

Heartbreaking isn't really even the word to describe this book it goes way beyond Heartbreaking. Not in a
bad way just | have no idea how Maggie wrote such atouching story with such intimate content. She proved
to me she knows what sheis doing. Thiswas my first read by her and it touched mein ways| didn't know
possiblel

Lily Love starts off with the story of with Caroline a Wife to her college sweetheart and Mother of a
beautiful daughter Lily. AsLily grows Caroline notices that she is not developing like a normal child her age
should be. When she takes Lily to the doctor he tells her news that will forever change the course of her life
as she knowsiit. Lily has a disability and Caroline doesn't really know how to put the pieces to the puzzel that
is apart, and things begin to blow up! BOOM!

Dealing with Lily's disability causes her marriage to crumble and turn the couple to divorce.

Caroline begins to blame herself for everything especially she blames her self for Lily's disability. Hereis
when it gets so gut wrenching | had to close my eyes and breath a little! Caroline has the weight of the world
on her shoulders especially dealing with Lily and her disability. | am amother and | have my ups and downs
but thereisNO AWAY | could even imagine what a parent of a disabled child goes threw | give them so
much credit they are serious Angels sent from above! Reading this book made me look at these parentsin a
whole new light it really was something.

Low and behold while out for a minute Caroline meets Tate Lets just say he is aman you cant even dream
up.Tate befriends Caroline and he sees her underneath all the stress and mayhem going onin her life. Tate



wants to spend more time with her and | know it is like kabam here is Tate but you really have to read the
story to see how Tate understands her and how they have such a strong connection.Carolineisalittle on
edge because seriously who wants a recently divorced woman with a special needs child? Tate didn't care he
wanted her for who she was and the baggage she came with!

This book touched me | really cant even explain the emotions | went thru reading this book

Maggi wrote Lily perfectly Lily was like alittle butterfly fluttering her wings for the first time.

That little girl will hold aplace in my heart forever and ever sheisjust perfect in my eyes.

Caroline was a character you see in the supermarket everyday who really just needs a pat on the back and to
know everything is OK and happens for areason and that life does go on.

Than thereis Tate,Maggi seriously made Tate my cup of coffee for the morning with some extra sugar he
was awonderful man and | don't know if | can feel for another book boyfriend the way | felt about him he
has my unconditional love.

Magai seriously made thisa story you HAVE TO READ!

Pleasedoit isjust FANTASTIC!




D says

Absolutely stunning story!

Lily Loveisone of those storiesthat | cannot express in words how beautiful a story it truly is. Thisis one of
those books you need to read and experience for yourself. | love the story of self discovery as awoman and
knowing our worth. We set the expectations for ourselves so high (unachievable at times) that | think we
forget who we are. Lily Love isastory where amom had these expectations and when one point failed she
let her worth become of no value.

Lily Love takes you on ajourney of finding your place asamom, afriend, awife, an advocate, alover, a
sister and every other hat that we could possibly wear as awoman-- sometimes all at once.

Maggi Myers poured her heart into this story and the words bleed every ounce of that sincerity. Even as| sit
here writing this review, i can't help but get tearsin my eyes knowing we all have had a struggle or two in all
our femininity and making a place for ourselvesin a crazy world.

The storyline and charactersin this book are so thoughtfully and insightfully presented. There isn't random
filler thrown in to "Hollywood-ize" the story. i absolutely love the friendships and connections Caroline, the
female m/c has with each of the characters. Each one isimportant, complex and a much needed layer to
Carolineslife. Thereisn't the need for an inflated fantasy male m/c. Tate and Max, even Peter for that
matter, are real. Their appeal is not in any unattainable trait but in their vulnerabilities, in their ability to hurt
and to want love and someone to share their dreams with. | was so completely invested and drawn in to how
these characters handled their hearts so differently depending on who they were interacting with or what the
situation was. Tate- dways so strong even though his hurt and defeat ran just as deep as Caroline's. Max-
always the nurturer when he himself needed to be nurtured and loved. Peter- in defense mode because his
guilt and hislove for Caroline were melded together in one emotion.

Caroline- if you're amother, you will often think you are reading your own autobiography or looking at your
reflection in the mirror. | don't think there was a single moment where | couldn't relate to her on some level.
Lily- oh Lily. How she took my heart in her hands and lead me through such ajourney of unconditional love
tangled with feelings that as a mother you never feel entitled or justified to have but they are just asreal and
just asimportant in what makes us a mother.

Like Myersfirst book The Final Piece, Lily Love pulls emotions that are rooted deep within. He honesty in
this story is beyond humbling. I've never had a book that had me crying from the first few pages. | knew
Maggi myerswould pull at every heartstring possible but | cannot even begin to tell you how many of my
multiple personalities came out to play in this book. One minute | was bawling and the next laughing. There
were times i wanted to throw my reader and other times | wanted to put on my super mom cape and fly.
What Myersreally exhibited in this incredible and poignant story was that we always wear our super hero
capes. Even when we feel we are at our lowest. Our cape lets us have those bad days, the doubtful days, the
exhausting days, the days when we want to say | give up. Our "I Am A Woman" capes guide us, heal us,
alow usto fed, to love. Our capes et us be proud to be amom. A woman.

AJ says



Maggi Myers The Final Piece absolutely blew me away when | read it, so | have been very eager to get my
hands on this book. While dealing with a very different subject matter, she manages yet again, to convey a
huge level of emotion and a very touching story about a woman who is crumbling under the shattered
expectations that she had for her life, and the reality of her present.

No onetells you how divisive crisisreally is. How you' re forced to take on roles that you never
intended, thus becoming someone you never wanted to be. | never wanted to be the mother of a
child with special needs. | never wanted to be a failure as a wife.

| am both.

Caroline and her hushand, Peter, were College sweethearts who married and tried for years to have a child.
But then their long-awaited daughter, Lily, started demonstrating developmental delays, and their world was
shattered when she was diagnosed with disabilities which would change all of their lives forever.

“The only thing you fedl is the force of the blast rattling your body. All that isleft isa crater
where something stood before and a shockwave that flattens the surrounding area for miles.
Every dream | had for my daughter, every plan, every single thing was flattened to the ground,
and at the center was the crater where | had been.”

In order to cope, Caroline completely shut down. Disappearing into her grief and withdrawing from
everything elsein her life so that she can concentrate fully on her daughter, she never allowed anybody to
see how broken shetruly was.

Y ears later, and Caroline’ s life still revolves around Lily — to the point where her marriage has fallen apart,
and she has shut out pretty much everybody in her life. But when she finds herself at rock bottom, she has no
choice but to start opening up to others again, and she finally starts to realise the importance of friends and
family. And then arandom encounter with a handsome stranger — one who is dealing with his own crisis—
shows her a different way forward.

“ You make the rest of the world disappear.”

Thisisareally beautiful book. Thereisalot of explanation given about Lily’s condition, and the
implicationsthat it has on her life, and on Caroline’ s life as her carer. And the emotions are high-level aswe
are given front-row seats to Caroline’ s guilt and despair. The way that Myers explains Caroline s feelings
and shows her struggles is amazing, and my heart broke for her, for Lily, and for Peter, at all that they have
to face.

But there is also quite alot of humour sprinkled throughout the story, which | loved. Both the banter with
others, and Caroline’ s own inner-musings made me laugh, and kept the story from being overly depressing.

Caroline' ssister, Paige, and her friend, Max are both amazing in their support, and then thereisthe
incredible Tate. Wow, what a man. Entering into Caroline’slife at just the right time, | love how open and
honest they were with each other and how they were able to lean on each other and be there for each other.
The intensity of their situations makes for a very intense romance, but | felt it, and | thought it was really



realistically handled and absolutely beautiful.

“ You make me want to taste life the way you do. You live with your heart wide-open, and give
of yourself, even when no one would blame you if you didn’t. You inspire me to be better. “

Maggi Myers has done a great job with this book, tackling a very difficult subject matter with intelligence,
wit, and alot of heart. | thought it was redlistic and beautifully told, and | felt the emotion al the way
through.

| loved it - 4 stars.

M elissa Brown says

A poignant story about reconciling your expectations, making peace with your past and moving on to the
possihilities of your future. Lily Love will grab your heart and never let go.

And don't even get me started on Tate....

sue says

Thisisabook | HAVE to give 5 starsfor.

Itstrueto life, its honest, it got inside both parents minds, mostly the Mother as she spent more time with
Lily.

Picture this, Caroline, the Mother of Lily. Married to a husband she not only loves but adores.

AsLily growsalittle, Caroline notices some milestones in Lily that is most definitely not there like in other
children her age, and astime goes on, we see Lily Love developing not only some "syndromes' that the
medics cannot put a name to, but | see her developing alittle personality within the pages.

| loved how this author got right inside the Mother's head and heart. Like anyone who has a disabled person
and is honest, there are times when you say "Where is my life gone, just whereis ME?"

As Lily Love needed her more and more her husband |eft.

Retrospect is brilliant, as she later learns that she not only gave 100% to Lily, she gave much more and in
returned lost her love and support. But she carries on.

Her husband is there to help look after Lily. But itstoo late for any reconcilliations.
When Caroline meets Tate, unexpected things happen, things come to light.

Things progress.



Lily isaways and always will be her first top main concern, she needs her.

| was engrossed in this book asit could relate to anyone undergoing any difficulties getting a"name" for any
disibility/function, undergoing tests and things showing zilch. Its frustrating. When you know what iswrong,
at least you can move forward and handl e things differently, the unknowing is worse than the knowing.

Maggie Myers has written a very thought provoking book. Loved it!

I would like to thank Amazon Publishing for supplying me with a complimentary copy to read and review

Michelle Kannan says

Thiswill be posted on my blog on Monday but | just couldn't wait another minutes.

Guys.

This book.

Y ou have to read it.

Lily Loveis so amazing. Ok- let me get my shit together so | can tell you why it's so amazing.

I've had the pleasure of not only meeting Maggi Myers, but actually having areal conversation with her.
Now- she's atotal delight. But beyond that- she's also one of the strongest women | have ever met. And if
you never get a chance to meet her- just meet Caroline- our main character in Lily Love. Seriously, Maggi
has poured so much of her real life experience into this book and | think that's why it made me cry all of the
tears.

The first few chapter of the book really focus on Caroline and Lily and their relationship. It isequal parts
beautiful and heartbreaking. | have two cousins with special needs (one with Down's Syndrome and one with
CP) and | can say with conviction that they are the most wondering two people | know. Without a doubt. No
one loves more than they do. No one makes me feel better than those two do. BUT- | know what their
parents go through. Every. Single. Day. And while Lily's condition is unique to her and different, the
sentiment is the same. Being the parent of a specia needs child isn't easy. Maggi isn't afraid to be brutally
honest in this book when sharing Caroline's feelings as amother. It's not easy. And yes- it definitely has
rewards because there is so much love- but it is a hard road.



And my heart BREAKS for all of them . For the love that couldn't survive between her and Peter, for the
pain that they al carry, for Lily, for Caroline. Just breaks. | cried A LOT.

But- eventually there was a break from the constant stream of tears (not atotal break- it just wasn't constant)
as Caroline meets her beautiful stranger- Tate.

Tate is going through his own brand of heartache (more tears) but together- they find that there is beauty in
the broken. Not just beauty but pure love. And it's so beautiful.

This book is about so much more than finding love, or dealing with having a specia needs child. It's about
loving you and letting people love you. When you feel the weight of the world on your shoulders you want to
carry the burden. But you just need to look around and see there are people all around you who want to help.
For Caroline- she let herself seethis- in her sister, in her best friend Max (who better get a book!!) and of
course in Tate. She even found it in Peter, when she finally let herself she that she wasn't an island and she
didn't need to livein aworld of guilt.

I'm crying just thinking about this story.

Just read this book. Invest in some Kleenex and divein. You will not regret it.

For those of you with a special needs child- | applaud you. | know it can't be easy but the payoff isa child
who loves you more than anyone could imagine possible.

Maggi- | cannot say enough good things about this book. Y ou are amazing. | am in awe of you and | hope
that everyone has a chance to read

Brandee - Brandee's Book Endings says

Amazon:; http://amzn.to/1gxhliF
The Dedication at the beginning of this book saysit all to me:

“For CJ and Cameron: Every day you teach me, and everyone you mest, that different does not mean



less. | love you more than life. Ugga Mugga, always, Mama”

Maggi is ateacher — not the kind in the classroom, but the teacher of life and how to overcome what life has
dealt her again and again. Some may be bitter, some may give up, some would not have lived through it at
al, BUT NOT MAGGI, she teaches us that whatever obstacle is thrown at you in your life — you can still
find your happily ever after, it may not be the one you once dreamed of and thought you would have, but itis
your everything now and you would not change athing if you were given the chance, as thisis exactly where
you were meant to be. | love any time that | ever get to spend with Maggi, | just want her optimism and
overal love-of-life zen to rub off on me. Sheis a supportive, patient, fun, loving and amazing mama, and |
am sure her husband would say that she is his#DreamGirl, she is a supportive friend, and atrue inspiration
to all. | personally admire her love for life and of others, her strength, and the messages she conveysin her
stories to us, all while putting that contagious smile on her “pretty” face. | <3 YOU MAGGI!

What do you do when life takes aturn that you had not expected? How do you deal with the feeling of loss,
not of life, but rather the life you thought you would have?

As Maggi isthe mother of two specia needs children, she certainly pours herself into Lily Love and gives us
an inside look into her world with what | am sure are alot of first-hand experiences. | appreciate the truth in
her writing, | felt like | wasinside Caroline’smind, | could feel her heartbreak, anger, confusion, guilt, self-
doubt, dedication, nervousness, love, hope and even the weight of the world on her shoulders.

Maggi’ swriting is beautiful and every word is perfectly scripted. Caroline' sjourney is REAL, it isLIFE,
this story isfull of amother’s love, friendship, beauty, witty banter, acceptance, hope, fate, love and second
chances and finding the true beauty in life. | can’t wait to see what is next for Maggi, | will be one of the first
in lineto grab a copy!

“Thislove story is never going to be “normal,” but | think that’s exactly why it's got potential. We both
know how cruel life can be, and we're both learning that you can’t let the hard stuff keep you from
living.”

So folks, never take the future for granted, make the most of today AND go pick up your copy of this story
today!

Kristal & amp; Char maine says

Full Review at www.onceuponabookblog.com

***4 Stars***
This story managed to simultaneously break my heart and repair it. The author approached this subject
matter beautifully and managed to do justice to a situation that no parent wants to contemplate yet many live

every single day.

This story follows Caroline as she wrangles her relationships with the people closest to her and learns
slowly, to let herself live just alittle. Caroline is the recently separated mother of alittle girl named lily. Lily



was avery longed for baby for Caroline and her husband Pete but unfortunately no matter how much
something is wished for sometimes life just doesn't go to plan. Thisisafact that al of the charactersin this
book have to face in their own way, it isan universal truth, and possibly one of the things that rung so true to
me with this story is that life really does just carry on. Whether you've just received terrible news about your
child, or separated from your partner, or faced a death of aloved one. Life just continues to march on, at the
end of the day you either march on with it or are |eft to drift about while being swallowed by circumstances
that are never ever fair.

I've seen a bit of talk from people reviewing this book that they felt that Caroline's reaction to Lily'sissues
was an overreaction. That they couldn't understand how 3 years down the track she was still such awreck
about it. However | disagree. | felt like her reaction, and continued reaction is definitely in the realms of
normal. Thereis no guide book on how to deal with situations like what Caroline and Lily face. Unless
you're a parent of achild that has ever received news similar you would never ever be able to comprehend
what that feeling would be, and even then, every single person is so unique. People grieve differently, and
that essentially iswhat Caroline is doing. Grieving the life she believed her daughter would have. Coming to
terms with a new reality. Realizing that thisis her life now, that there is no changing it. So to me the
portrayal of Caroline was authentic, no matter how uncomfortable it was at times to witness.

WEe've been conditioned to believe that things always have a way of working themselves out and that
happily ever after iswithin our reach, if we just work hard enough. Thetruth isthat none of usare
immune to tragedy. No matter how hard you work, no matter how good you are, lifeisn't obligated to give
you a fairy-tale ending.

| asofelt like this book detailed separation and divorce in avery real way. As much as sometimesit's hard to
grasp, there doesn't always have to be some huge catastrophic event that breaks a marriage apart. Sometimes
people just have so much difficulty with their own stuff that they can't possibly maintain arelationship with
another and this essentially iswhat Caroline and Pete went through. They were seemingly victims of their
circumstances. The demise of their marriage a powerful warning of what happens when you stop
communicating. Y ou can tell that it was inevitable, but that doesn't make it any easier to digest especially
since Pete is not aterrible person,he's just doing his best just as Caroline is doing hers. Seeing al of thisjust
made me want to scream some sense into them, which | think isthe point. Once again, reality bites and this
isavery realistic depiction of the casualties of life.

| feel like I've made this story sound all doom and gloom! | promiseit'snot. Yes, itisaheavy read. It had me
close to tears more than a few times, sometimes out of frustration, sometimes out of sadness. But it'salso a
story of living. And very slowly you get to see Caroline devel op into more than a distraught mother, when
she meets her 'stranger' you suddenly see aflash of possibility, that maybe life can take an unexpected turn
for the better once in awhile. | LOVED the storyline between Caroline and Tate. | loved that it stayed true to
the tone of the book, that it was painted in the realism of life, that he wasn't 'perfect and rich and super happy
with model like looks and suddenly all issues were solved.' No, he had his own baggage. He couldn't always
be available, he had life to attend to just as she did. Together they helped each other. Life isn't alwaystidy
and perfect and romantic but that doesn't make it any less special, | loved this book... Sometimes we just all
need to know that there's hope in even the seemingly worst of times...

L ee says



| knew going in to this book that it would touch me personally, deeply, completely. After reading Maggi
Myersfirst book, The Final Piece | knew that it would evoke all kinds of emations. What | didn't expect out
of Lily Love was the complete connection to Caroline, the overwhelming sense that | was not alonein my
personal experiences of having a special needs child. On top of that Lily Love is also the most beautiful story
of two souls finding their soulmate, the one true love that understands them, that accepts and loves them for
who they are, the one true love that never gives up on you, and encourages you to be yourself and take a
chance on true happiness.

Lily Love was poignant, heartfelt, emotional and true to life. It gave you hope and a shining beacon in the
darkest times. It brought back so many memories of my own experiences when my son was first tested and
diagnosed. It exemplified the notion that 'life is messy, life is unexpected, lifeiswhat it is and you have no
choice but to pick up your socks and keep doing the best you can.

These characters were so close to my heart. Caroline was a strong, selfless, newly divorced, mother of a
specia needs child. Her actions were compassionate and caring, her thoughts were devoted and human. No-
one knows how you will act when dealt acard in life until you experienceit first hand, and | can say from
personal experience that this author nailed it. Caroline's heart was so full of love,wanting to do the best for
her child, while grieving for anormal life for her child. | understood that, | got that. The way Caroline's
internal dialogue was written was superb, logical, smooth and easy flowing. Her relationship with her sister
and her friend Max was a perfect portrayal of true sisterhood and friendship. The relationship with her ex,
was realistic and touching. Her relationship with herself was heartbreaking at times but so charming and
funny at others.

Tate, 'sweet baby carrots, Tate. Could there be a more supportive, understanding, compassionate, patient,
loving man? | think not. Tate was grieving for an entirely different reason to Caroline, struggling to accept
what life was dealing out to him. Along came Caroline who gave him a breathe of fresh air in aworld that
seemed like it was closing in around him.

One chance meeting changed everything for Caroline and Tate and their developing relationship was so
captivating, beautiful and intoxicating. We follow Caroline's journey of self acceptance, with Tate
championing her at every turn, never letting her give up on herself or on them. Thisis such an important
story to tell and | wish that | had have had these words of wisdom when | was going through those early
years of self doubt, feelings of guilt and grief.

This author is on my automatic download list. Her books never fail to elicit all kinds of emotion in me and
never fail to leave me with so much more than before | started.

copy kindly provided by Netgalley and the publisher/author

Lady Vigilante (Feifei) says

DNF at 50%



Unfortunately this book wasn’t for me. The book moved as fast as a snail (sort of reminded me of Coming
Home) and by 50% the hero and the heroine haven't really been acquainted yet. Quite frankly, | started
getting annoyed at the heroine — | thought her whole outlook on life was morbid. | never understood how
Caroline was willing to give others a chance (like Tate and Max) but just gave up on her husband Pete. He
may have physically |eft their house but Caroline left him emotionally along time ago. Also, | was never
really sure exactly who the hero was — there were 3 men that qualified for that spot.

Lastly, and thisisMY personal opinion as|’m not amother in her position but | thought that Caroline’s
reactions over Lily’s condition were extreme. Her cynicism and negativity felt appropriate in the beginning,
but | needed her to drop the whole “oh, poor me” act. | got to exactly half-way and just can't take the same
complaining about her lot in life so DNF it is.

Jo says

hmmm - | have mixed feelings about this one.
Oneonelevel it really hit home, especially the things that happened with regardsto Lily and the diagnosis
process. |'ve been there and felt that frustration when no one can give you the answers.

But then there's the romance - | just couldn't get my head around how quickly Caroline changed her outlook.
The transition from being a newly separated wife, and a single mother to a disabled child, to declarations of
love with a new guy was just atad too much for me. | felt for Peter, her soon to be ex-husband, | got the
impression that Caroline had just shut him out from day one of the disability prognosis and that sounded the
death of the marriage.

| was also rooting for Max but he kinda disappeared once Tate got his feet under the table!

The first half of the book was really good but it started to go downhill and | felt the ending was rushed.

3.5 stars

K3 says

Such abeautiful story. 5 star review coming soon!
Kismet : a power that is believed to control what happens in the future; Fate

No matter how hard you work, no matter how good you are, lifeisn’t obligated to give you afairy-tale
ending.

Nothing in life is guaranteed. Not even life itself. Things are thrown at us throughout our lives. Some people
get the worst of it, some barely touched by it. Some people are able to make it through. Getting bruised and
scared along the way, falling down more time than they are up but coming out a completely different person.
Then there are those who crumble under the pressure and to protect themselves, they run. Y ou know how
that saying goes.. When it rains, it pours.

Caroline married her college sweetheart. They had a great life, agreat love and eventually a baby girl they
adored more than lifeitself. AsLily grew, Caroline sees that she is missing afew milestones. When she



takes her daughter in for a speech evaluation, her world is turned upside down.

“The day | found out that Lily had a developmental disability, | was completely blindsided.

| shut down and pushed everyone out of my life. | guess my point is, | know how easy it is to disappear
inside your grief.”

Divorce : the ending of amarriage by alegal process
: acomplete separation between two things

Caroline her dream of having a perfect family is shattered. She is now going through a divorce. Frustrated at
the lack of answersin regards to her daughters diagnosis; and exhausted from the struggles and the
challenges that go along with caring for her. Caroline can’'t help but blame herself.

Acceptance is part of growth, but damn if it doesn’t hurt like hell.

While taking a much needed coffee break, she runs into a gorgeous and stranger and her world is rocked
again. Tate *sighs* gets Caroline. He sees her like no one has seen her before. He gets her and it scares the
crap out of her. Thereis something about him and she just can’t walk away from it. She knows if she doesn’t
at least try, she will always have the regret.

| couldn’t have said it better myself The world is but a speck of light beneath us on this tightrope. Whether
there’ sanet to catch meisno longer material. Thefall isinevitable, and when it comes, | want to fall feeling
just likethis.

Tate see’s Caroline and she is a breath of fresh air for him. He can see her pain, he can see the walls she has
placed around herself. She is cautious, she is guarded. He also sees how beautiful sheis. Although the way
they meet is not typical. He knows that he wants to spend more time with her, to get to know her.

“Y ou make the rest of the world disappear.”

Despite the voice in her head, Caroline wants to give it achance. Tate has opened her eyes to things she
thought weren't possible anymore. She also finds that he has also opened up her heart.

How could he want to start a relationship with a single mother of a special-needs child? This has

disaster” written all over it. So why can't | stay away?”’

Both struggling with their problems, they are able to guide each other, support each other. Tate sees how
guarded Caroline is and helps her to open up. Y ou know what they say, honesty is the best policy. Caroline
finds herself confiding in him. Her stranger, a man sheisfalling for, a man who has accepted everything, a
man who barely knows her but is able to see her for who she is and how strong she is. A women he can’t
seem to stop thinking about.

“1 don’t know, and | never will unlessyou tell me. | asked about Lily because she's a part of who you are,
and | want to know every part of you, Caroline. Not just the parts you want me to see. All of them.”

I loved this book. It wasjust so real and honest. Being a parent is hard enough but adding a child with
disabilitiesin the mix, | couldn’t imagine. Caroline is vulnerable but so strong at the same time. Sheis
carrying aload of guilt. Her husband bailed on her when things got to rough. Lily is such abeautiful
character and although she has her developmental challenges, she will just melt your heart. Then you have
Tate. He is afreaking dream come true. How can one NOT fall for him.

It is so hard to put this book into words because thisisreal, things like this happen every day. Talk about
putting a marriage to the test. Caroline falls but continues to get back up. When she meets Tate, he changes
her world for the good. We all wish we could go back in time to change that one thing we could do
differently. Lifeisn't fair but at the same time and for reasons we will never understand our lives on put on a
set path. The path that was set for Caroline started out good and turned into chaos with heartache and
struggles but it ultimately led her to happiness. A happiness she didn’t really know could exist.

Maggi Myers did afantastic job capturing the emotions. This story is about strength, acceptance, forgiveness
and learning to let go of the “what if's” and focusing on the now. Realizing that things aren’t as bad as they



seem and that it is okay to feel weak, it is okay to ask for help and it is definitely okay to cry and to be angry.
It shows you that you need to move on from the past, let it go so that you can enjoy the present and |ook
forward for what lies ahead.

| fear that | haven't done thisreview justice. This story is beautiful, powerful and romantic. Despite the not
so pretty things that life throws out way, it can also bring people into your lives that make your journey
worth every painful moment.




