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From acclaimed literary talent and New York Times bestselling author Kathryn Harrison comesa
collection of provocative and illuminating essays. In True Crimes, conventional ideas of love, |oss,

forgiveness, and memory ar e transfor med—complicated, upended, and reimagined by one of the

foremost memoirists of our time.

In essays written over the course of more than a decade, Kathryn Harrison has created a beautifully detailed
and rigorously honest family album. With tenderness and wisdom, compassion and humor, Harrison writes
about the things we don’'t always discuss, casting light on what lurks beneath the surface of everyday life,
sifting through the artifacts of memory to find what haunts and endures.

Both serious and surprising, these essays capture the moments and impul ses that shape afamily. In “Keeping
Vigil,” Harrison reflects on the loss of her beloved father-in-law, and how he managed to repair something
her own father had broken. In “Holiday Lies,” she describes the uneasy but necessary task of lying to her
children about Santa Claus and the Tooth Fairy, withholding certain truths to protect their innocence. In
“Mini-Me,” she writes about how the birth of her youngest daughter—who used to pry open a slegping
Harrison’s eyes—finally allowed her to understand her own mother’ s complicated attitudes about parenting.
Andin*“True Crime,” Harrison writes for the first time in the amost two decades since the publication of
The Kiss about her affair with her father, and how she has reckoned with the girl she once was.

With gorgeous prose and unflinching self-examination, True Crimesis a powerful and unforgettable literary
tour de force.
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Michelle says

The stunning confessional memoir that has become the trademark of bestselling NY T author Kathryn
Harrison "True Crimes. A Family Album". These essays were previously published in avariety of journal
and anthology collections. With detail and intensity Harrison highlights her own family history with
comparisons to various literary genres associated with true crime, psychology, biography, health and
wellness etc.

In the opening essay, "Tale of Two Dogs" we learn that Harrison identifies as a "dog person” rather than
being affiliated with the cat enthusiast and breeder her grandmother had been. Emotionally distraught she
gave up the small lap dog she originally selected and exchanged it for alarge shepherd mix that correctly
sensed she didn't like him, and when abandoned hopefully found a more loving home.

In "True Crime" Harrison revealed her fascination with reading about serial killers Ted Bundy, Gary
Ridgway, Richard Ramirez, this started with a gag gift of a detective magazinein 1987; after meeting her
future husband where they were both enrolled in the MFA program in the University of lowa's Writers
Workshop.

Making it clear she never identified as an adult orphan following the death of her mother, Harrison recalled
the troubled and often volatile relationship between her mother and grandmother, as she tried her best to
remain on positive terms with them both. Raised by her grandmother, Harrison discusses the parental
abandonment issues all children seem to blame on themselves. In "The Forest of Memory" Harrison
examined the suicide death of the artist/painter Rene Magritte's mother in 1912 when she threw herself into
the Sambre River. As she further explored the deaths and |oss within her own family, Harrison visited France
along the path of life and death of Joan of Arcin her final essay "Pilgrims Progress’.

Asaways, Harrison is a keen observer as she fearlesdy writes of her surroundings, travel, motherhood and
the complexities of family life. Easily moved to tears, fully feeling the depth of her emotions which is what
makes her confessional writing so remarkable. Harrison is a prolific award winning novelist and author of
numerous nonfictional works, she livesin Brooklyn, N.Y. with her husband novelist Colin Harrison and their
children. ~ With thanks to the Seattle Public Library.

ReadWithAndrea says

"No! Do not tell me you bought a dog without talking with me about it! And especially don't tell me you
bought a completely objectionable not-even-a-dog kind of dog!" -Kathryn Harrison's husband in TRUE
CRIMES: A Family Album. Ok, some of the "true crimes" are dlightly more sinister than this dog caper
implies; you'll quickly understand why the maestra of #memoir herself, Mary Karr, is such a believer in
Harrison's writing.



Liz says

Kathryn Harrison's skillful writing voice pulled me into her essays from the first page. | was particularly
drawn to the connections she made with four generations of women from her grandmother to her own third
child, agirl whoisnow ten yearsold. | have a particular interest in how maternal connections are firmly
bonded or tragically disconnected so these essays were particularly poignant. This book is afine collection
that turned into areal page turner.

M ar smannix says

Warning this review may be offensive:

| picked up this book thinking it was a True Crime book since it had been shelved in the 360's. Sincel like
essays, | started it, & had adejavu: yesitis THAT Kathryn Harrison, the one who ****ed her Daddy, as
related in her book The Kiss.

Her first essay details how she abandoned the family dog, ablack Lab she didn't like at an amusement park.
She took off his collar and |eash and walked away as her baffled family pet watched. Then, shelied to her
husband that the dog "ran off". And went on to buy and expensive purebred petshop pug that she liked better.
Yes, redly. Honestly, i find that WAY more offensive than screwing your Daddy.

Therest of the book (and all of her writing) is perforated with disclaimers, qualifiers, etc in the guise of the
"unreliability of memory", or "magical realism". No, we are getting the life story of really disgusting person
who thinks having an MFA absolves her.

Puke.

NikKki says

| received this book free from Goodreads giveaways.

This books a collections of essays the author wrote about her life. The essays are extremely well written.
Y ou relate so much to the author when you read the stories.

Randi says

One of the best books of personal essays since Joan Didion's Slouching Towards Bethlehem. Harrison writes
about her trip on atour for Joan of Arc enthusiasts (funny), caring for an aging then dying parent, and a
family dog she hated. Witty, accessible, intelligent, highly relatable.



William Koon says

Kathryn Harrison writes confessional, exploitive essays. | was not familiar with the form, but apparently the
more you tell the better. Her work starts out well enough with a discussion of an unwanted dog —and a
wanted one. Much later she tells us why she wanted the outrageous Pug. | found this essay tender and to the
core. What do you do with something you do not want but which means something to others. Our parents
merely gave the offending beast to “someone in the country.”

She then goes on to detective magazines and her fetish for the morbid, which in some way istied to her
incestuous relation with her father. She writes of thyroid problemsin Italy. Wax Santas. In particular she
writes of her hatred of her mother and her mother’ s hatred of the daughter. Her love of grandfather and
grandmother. A weak portrait of writer seeking Joan of Arc also fillsthe pages. (Thelast is very creative
writer teacher material—that is awriter writing about herself as awriter rather than the subject itself,
defining in itself the phrase “journo procedural .”)

In between she devel ops cancer and has children, one, two, and eventually with wheedling at the age of 40,
she has her third. We see all of this through her West Side New Y ork eyes and sensitivity. Who else could
have afforded afull length body portrait to map her skin cancer?

| found out things | did not want to know. Now good writerstell us things we do not want to know: Kafka,
O’ Connor, Didion. But this open sharing of the intimate and personal arrested my sensibilities. Unlike
Stein’s description of Oakland, the there is there, but why? Why share? Why must we be dragged into her
ugliest incidents. When Ephron did it, we had a bit of empathy. Here, we don’t share the interest. But unlike
in awreck, she will not allow us to look away but instead grabs us by the neck and pushes head first view
and taste the blood and the viscera

Judith says

Thisisamemoir from an author | have been reading with mixed results for ages. Some of her books | loved:
"Exposure’ & "The Kiss". Others were not to my tastes at al. | feel the same way about her husband, Colin
Harrison's books. | mention this only because | am not sureif | would have liked this book more or less had |
not known so much about her history, and had | not been reading her for so many years with such diverse
outcome. In some ways | felt like | was peeking into a scrapbook of someone | knew quite well. I'll say this
for her: she's honest and brave. As an adult she had an incestuous relationship with her father who had
abandoned her as a child and then took advantage of her vulnerability when he reestablished contact with
her. She detailed that relationship in The Kiss. If you read the memoir in True Crimes about her father
without knowing the history, I'm not sure how you would interpret it. In the end, | enjoyed the book very
much and I'm glad | read it.

Erika says

It has been avery long time since | actually read this so | don't have all the snippets down that | wanted to



put in thisreview. | can tell you that the word "stunning" ran through my mind the entire time | was reading.
Thiswas my first Kathryn Harrison and I'm zooming around right now looking for another one.

Joan Colby says

. Astonishingly good essays written with honesty and emotion. The topics are the personal life of Harrison
from her dislocated childhood, abandoned by her mother and raised by her eccentric grandmother, through
adolescence , marriage and childbirth. | couldn’t stop reading.

Tiffany Reisz says

Enjoyable and compulsively readable but my Lord, what an emotionally exhausting and exhausted person
she must be.

L otus Nox says

| really really wanted to enjoy this but unfortunately | could not get invested into this book past the first two
essays. Itisnot at all what | expected, and even trying to read it and give it more of a chance it just was not
my cup of tea.

Sarah Obsesses over Books & Cookies says

Thank you Netgalley! | was unsure of this one because it was sort of literary for me even though it's essays
but | stuck with it and it was rewarding. Harrison writes just at the line of too fancy for me but she knows
how to make a sentence an experience. | learned about her grandmother how she raised her and her mother
how she gave her away and her father how he abused her and her issues with dogs. Honestly two essays
made my eyes glaze over but the others were exquisite! looking at her back catalog now to check out at the
library. | would recommend this for women in their 30's and 40's

Rhonda L omazow says

Once again Kathryn Harrison has written an honest raw group of essays.She opens the door to her&their
families most intimate moments the heartbreak over her beloved fatherin laws death .Her day to day life with
her husband& children Her essay about her decision to bring her aging grandmother to live with them.For
those who are aware of this author thisis another book they will race through .For those new to Kathryn
Harrison they will want to go back& read her other books.




Kasa Cotugno says

Thisisthefirst book I've read by Kathryn Harrison, but it won't be the last. She tells her life story through a
series of beautifully written essays, most of which have been previously published but are tweaked for
inclusion in this volume. Each is agem, an unapologetic, cleareyed assessment of her complicated
relationships with her mother and grandmother, with their relationship with each other. That she infamously
was abused by her father at the age of 20 is aluded to, and that trauma approached through her referencesto
multiple years of therapy. Her own marriage appears to be one of the most sane I've encountered, but then it
appears that when writers marry writers, that bond creates a stability, but that's just conjecture. Very fine.




