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Susan says

Strange History is perfect for your bathroom reading. It is entertaining, isfull of trivia, and anecdotes. It also
has myths and more. Y ou will laugh at certain things told. The writings are short from a paragraph to a page,
occasionally two pages. It reminds me of "Guinness Book of World Facts." If you want tiriviato start
conversations or laughing in the bathroom, thisis the book for youl!

Disclaimer: | received an arc of this book free from the author/publisher from Net-galley. | was not obliged
to write afavorable review, or even any review at all. The opinions expressed are strictly my own.

Cristina says

Thiswas one of the weirdest books | ever had the chance to read. | got it for free from Netgalley, but this
isn't the whole point. The fact of the matter isthat | didn't know what review | should have written about
Strange History, in the end. It was a strange and sometimes disgusting collection of stories and anecdotes
about certain famous characters who might have existed or not. At times, | wasn't sure whether or not | was
reading something inspired by real events or if the stories were snippets of the imagination of the person who
had put them together.

Continue reading: http://www.booksforwhat.com/2016/12/s...

Branden says

Thiswas avery funny book. i learned alot of silly things from it!

Erin says

Strange history, indeed! | can express with certainty that afew of my students would absolutely delight in all
the peculiar historical tidbits that are mentioned in this book. Especially the farting and Homer Simpson
remarks. | must confessthat | really felt that the historical tidbits regarding cats was probably my favorite
parts.

Thanksto NetGalley for adigital galley of this book in exchange for an honest review.

Zippergirl says



Some peopl e read everywhere and anywhere. " Strange History" is the perfect volume for reading in fits and
starts asit will illuminate and entertain equally in small portions or large gulps. "The Aliens Inside Mt.
Shasta' and "How to Speak Hobo" are only afew of the many delights found within the more than four
hundred illustrated pages. Watch for "Botched History" in which speakers and writers who are expected to
know better send clunkers out into the world, as when Vice President Joe Biden, while discussing the 1929
stock market crash, placed Franklin D. Roosevelt on television, ten years before broadcast TV was available.
It's fun to feel superior.

Triviafans, those Cliff Clavins who can't resist dropping factoids into a conversation, will find an arsenal of
strange historical tidbits with which to fact-bomb their friends and neighbors and secure their reputation as a

know-it-all. Y ou know who you are. Y ou want this book.

| received this book in exchange for an honest review.

Connie Ander son says

If you are into hilarious (flatulence), scary sick (priests eating babies boiled then baked), or plainly bizarre
(an assassin shot Lincoln's stove-pipe hat then took off), this book isfor you. It is supposed to be for
bathroom reading, which is great if you like being in there, but it makes for a great coffee table book to share
with your friends and family. Thereis alot of wacky stuff. Three areas talk about farts that will leave you in
stitches. What do outhouse treasure seekersfind.....in several areas. Whatever you like, you will find it
somewhere within these pages. It iskind of like being in " Raiders of the Lost Ark"!

Thank you to the Bathroom Readers Institute and NetGalley for giving me an e-ARC of this book to read and
give my honest review.

Angel Hatfield says

Thisislike aweird kind of history book. There was a thing about farting and Homer Simpson is brought up.
But then it mentions a priest who boils and bakes babies and then eats them abig YULK and nasty. Thereis
also astory about aliens and then a story about speaking Hobo. Thereis also a story about where forty
thousand people show up at Crash. Texas too watch two trains collide. Then a story about King Henry had
mint workers castrated if they mader bad coins. Then a Ghost Bus in Hadbroke Grove in England. Then
Bigfoot and Frankenstein are talked about. There are antidotes that follow after the historical events. These
going over many hundreds of ere are also ads and quizzes. Also Historic figures mistelling history. These are
from around the world and going over many hundreds of years.

If you enjoy random facts and then you will enjoy this book. It isaquick and easy to read with stories
running from half a page up to a couple of pages at the longest. But | am not so sure | believed all the ®
facts’ told here as well as stories. But this still deserved a strong three for entertainment.

Morrissays

“Strange History” is afun history book filled with facts and stories that will have you either laughing,



horrified, or thankful you don’t know what crazy stuff is going on right now behind-the-scenes. All of the
stories are short and can be read quickly. It definitely makes history fun and accessible. In fact, | recommend
it for teachers or parents to get interesting anecdotes they can throw into relevant lessons to keep students
engaged.

This review is based upon a complimentary copy provided by the publisher in exchange for an honest
review.

Daniel says

Thisreview originally published in Looking For a Good Book. Rated 3.5 of 5

| lovetrivia. My head isfull of useless knowledge but I'm aways looking to add alittle more. In that vein, |
love this sort of book (you might not want to play trivia games against me).

This book is appealing because of the vast amount of trivia packed into it. Most stories are only a page long,
none that | recall are more than two pages long, thus making thistrivial in just about all meanings of the
word.

It can be aquick, easy read, and it's the sort of book that is perfect for reading in a bathroom (hence the
author/publisher).

There were anumber of pages | bookmarked, finding the tidbit so fascinating (for instance: when 40,000
people showed up in Crush, Texas to watch two trains collide in 1896; or why we say "In a nutshell™).

But asmuch as | love this sort of trivial nostalgia, | can't help but wonder what sort of research or
authenticity goesin to these books. On a page titled "Three Random Origins" is a paragraph for 'strawberry
lemonade'. First ... is this supposed to be the origin for 'strawberry' lemonade or for 'pink’ lemonade? Now...
I've told this story to my own kids. | first read it back in the 1970'sin a Ripley's Believe It or Not book. I'd
researched it back then and the publishers of Ripley publicly noted that they never claimed everything was
true ... only that you could 'believeit or not." More recently, Smithsonian.com published an article on the
history of pink lemonade. The Pete Conklin story that Strange History reportsis mentioned, but the article,
according to Smithsonian (whom | probably trust alittle more for their research than The Bathroom Reader's
Institute) refers to the story of one of two that is most plausible for the drinks' origin. It'safun, if dightly
disgusting, origin, which makesit fun to tell (and which iswhy | have retold it), but it's not the 100%
guaranteed origin. This book gets around the 'truth’ with thislittle caveat in the introduction: "The editors at
Portable Press have collected thousands of bizarre facts and mind-blowing stories..." They have clearly
separated fact from ‘fiction' (stories).

Bear thisall in mind ... not everything you read isfact, even if it works to promote itself as such ... and then
sit back and enjoy thistrivia.

Looking for agood book? Srange History is atremendously fun collection of trivia of ahistorical nature. It
will entertain you either sitting in an easy chair in the living-room, or on the porcelain throne in your more

private room.

| received adigital copy of this book from the publisher, through Netgalley, in exchange for an honest



review.

Amanda says

Some of thiswas really entertaining, and some of it was nearly mind-numbing. As aresult, by thetime | was
about three quarters of the way through the book, | started just flipping though and reading the sections that
were of interest to me. Overall | like the idea, and it was a nice escape from the fiction I've been mostly
reading lately, but | wouldn't be quick to recommend it and it isn't something I'd want to read again.

Jes Caruss says

First, I grew up reading Uncle John’s Bathroom Readers. In fact, I’ m pretty good with random facts because
of it.

| had just asked reciently if they still published the books, and | came across “ Strange History“ . Full of
wonderful, strange, sometimes scary, sometimes funny wired factoids and quotes from the not so distant and
prehistoric times. If you love random facts, love history, or just need something to help your constitutional,
thisisthe book for you!

lonia says

This book is amish-mash of alittle of everything history related. | absolutely loved it. Thisistold from a
hysterically funny perspective with little anecdotes to follow the historical event. | loved the way the book
was organised and couldn't wait to share passages from it with friends and family.

Thiswould be a great book to share with school aged children if you wanted to introduce them to a particular
event or time period in history without them finding it boring. Although the book is humorous, the facts are
still correct.

I giggled my way through this book in asingle evening, and happily recommend it to othersinterested in
history or simply looking for agood laugh.

Thisreview is based on a complementary copy from the publisher, provided through Netgalley. All opinions
are my own.

Bob Cantrell says

| laughed and shuddered, but serioudly this book was atreat. It is written by the BRI so that should tell you
that it is going to be interesting reading. About The shuddering it isn't scary or grossit isjust what were they
thinking. So if you like your history with atwist then thisis the book to read.



Jeremy Biermaier says

Just a quick reader. Some fun facts | used in my U.S. History classes as a starter. The kids liked some of the
stories.

Alicia says

This fun romp is something akin to a Where's Waldo? where everyone can just have it available to flip
through when they have a bit of time, except this gives the reader a bit more brain powers. Most of the pieces
of history are one to three pages in length and sometimes bulleted, written as a story, or detail an account
making it easy to read and thoroughly enjoyable.




