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Long regarded as the gold standard in sensation and perception texts, E. Bruce Goldstein's SENSATION
AND PERCEPTION has helped more than 100,000 students make the connection between perception and
physiology. Goldstein has crafted an easier-to-understand, and more student-friendly book, without
sacrificing the text's comprehensive examination of sensation and perception. Goldstein takes readers on an
intriguing journey through their senses, and chronicles scientists efforts to understand the fascinating behind
the scenes activity that allows us to perceive. With balanced coverage of all senses, this book offers an
integrated examination of how the senses work together. Goldstein shows readers how seemingly simple
experiences are actually extremely complex mechanisms and examines both the psychophysical and
physiological underpinnings of perception. All material is presented in away students find interesting and
easy to follow. The book's visually dynamic presentation includes numerous color plates that are presented
as visual topic essays. In addition, more than 50 hands-on demonstrations illustrate perceptual experiences.
All are simple enough for studentsto do and are seamlesdly integrated into the flow of the text.
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Ree says

Okay, | didn't actually read the entire book, since | only needed some chapters as exam preparation and there
really was no time for me to revise any extra content. But having said that, | really wouldn't have minded
reading more. For one, the topic interest me (always helpful), and for the other, this was very well written,
structured and presented. The authors explained stuff with the intention of actually explaining it and not to
sound al high and mighty and academically superior. Also explanations were as long as necessary and as
short as possible and after reading you felt that you just learned something (and not that someone threw a
bulk of words at you that you now need to consult wikipedia about to form into a coherent thought - maybe |
just had no luck with textbooks so far). This book was fun and even funny at times. And | wish all the other
stuff | haveto read for college was more likeiit.

Amani Bryant says

It's atextbook.

Désir ée Blondin-White says

Had to read for Sensation and Perception. Only read 60% (hoping to finish in my freetime, or by taking part
two of the course). | personally found it interesting because there are some explanations for various
neurological conditions and conditions that affect the senses, and you can read about many hypotheses and
theories behind sensory perception, which can lead to a greater understanding of how your body functions
and also about the physical world around us. | found this textbook to be a good follow-up to reading Oliver
Sacks case studies (Island of the Colourblind; An Anthropologist on Mars; Man Who Mistook His Wife For
A Hat) and getting a more technical explanation for certain phenomena. If you can get passed the
unimaginative, dry astoast, tedious writing style found in most textbooks (including this one), and have the
luxury of supplementing the denser, more technical explanations by watching videos or by reading related
articles online, you'rein for afascinating read (and probably a better grade). | hope your prof's presentation
style is less monotonous than mine was and | hope you can put your knowledge to improving yourself,
cultivating a more understanding professional/personal attitude by understanding different experiences of the
world around us, and come up with fantastic magic tricks for your next dinner party (and tell me all about it!)

Dorothy W. says

I'm taking psychology perception and thisis my classtext. Every week for our forum discussion we have to
write about a perception. It's amazing how perception and sensation are tied to biology. Great book!




Chrissy says

| actually didn't like this textbook. It was poorly organized and made too many assumptions of prior
knowledge about its readership. Very dense, not user-friendly, but at least | learned alot by rewriting notes
in my own words...

Fatemeh says
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Chantal says

The most enjoyable moment of reading this textbook was when | realised | was done withit. If it wasn't an
e-book, I'd have burnt it by now. Content-wise the book is not that bad, it's just that the physiology of [insert
any subject matter] is not really my thing.

L=VI says

Read for PSY C 267

Almost entirely are-hash of PSY C 275 (Biopsychology) from last semester, so | was lucky. Half of the book
is only about vision, because we know the most about it. We ran out of time in my class to really ook into
anything else other than the beginnings of hearing, so | can only vouch for about half the content in the book,
but it was so much easier to understand than my last textbook. My teacher this semester explained things a
lot better but the book was easier to follow too. Most of the content overlapped but it was explained with
more continuity, so especially where the structures were concerned, things made so much more sense this
semester. But we also went into detail about how we perceive thingsin the brain, which PSY C 275 doesn't.
It'sreally cool to have some of theillusions our brains see explained, or how certain effects in images are
created. | didn't even mind reading this textbook, but that said it's not really something I can sit down and
burn through awhole chapter at once (they're between 20-30 pages on average), but | was forced to because
of the timeline of summer courses. Definitely something you want to have time to read and think over in bits
and pieces.

Elari says

Something a neuroscientist on vacation would read.

Edit: I'm changing the rating from three to four stars because of the references to Beatles songsin the
epilogue. However trivial it may be, the rush of yay outbal anced the boredom brought about by chapters 5 to
8. Never underestimate the power of music.



Cary Ssays

A decent textbook on the whole. Certain concepts were very poorly explained or incomplete. And arguably
the most irritating part of the book was the near constant referencing of figures that were not on the same
page as their explanations. Very difficult material. I'd highly recommend a more user-friendly textbook on
this topic!

Miao says

Good as atext book and explain the stuff quite clear.

Westcoast_girl says

| think this book would have been really good when it first came out, but 36 years later it's become a bit of a
mess.

Y ou can see where new research has been pasted into the old text, and the coverage of it doesn't really fit
with the flow of the chapters. There are some things that are covered in depth, such as optical illusions and
Gestalt principles, and other things that are barely covered at all, such as the neurology of each sense. An
extraordinary amount of text focuses on describing the experiments that found out new information about the
senses, and not as much time actually reviewing that information or looking at its applications and
implications.

But perhaps my biggest issue was that though the book claimsto look at "sensation and perception,” the
majority of it coversvision. 10 of the 15 chapterslook at vision. While some of these chapters claim to be an
overview of ageneral topic using vision as an example, they are, in redlity, only looking at that topic through
the lens of vision. While so much attention is given to vision, there are some senses that are barely touched at
al and othersthat are never even mentioned. Proprioception, interoception, and other "newer" senses receive
no mention (well, proprioception receives a definition but no coverage) and al the cutaneous senses and
chemical senses are crammed into 2 chapters at the end.

| believe thistextbook is still being used since it's what has aways been used, but | think it's time this book
were either rewritten or replaced.

Katie says

Blah, Blah, text book. Good information about sensation and perception and intriguing for those of uswho
are fascinated by human behavior. | guess | wastired of seeing no books on my currently reading list.




grass_harp says

| read this for one of my coursesin college as exam preparation and enjoyed it alot. Especially the many
examples helped me to understand the various concepts.

Linnea says

Great book on the basic principles of neuroscience-, psychology- and biology of perception. An interesting
and comprehensive book, perfect for people studying or working with perception. The information presented
is applicable in awide range of disciplines, such as perception psychology, neuroscience, biology, computer
science, human-computer interaction design, auditory environment design and so on.




