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From Reader Review Harpist in the Wind for online ebook

sarah says

Thisreview isfor the trilogy, which | just finished!

As| read the books | kept wondering why the plot (prose? storytelling?) was so opaque. It was done
beautifully so, but | definitely had a hard time tracking what was going on. So the book became an exercise
in wondering what the purpose of the opacity was. It was very enjoyable, though. | thought that it would be a
fairly standard young male hero goes on a quest story, but book two obviously upended that notion, which |
appreciated. | wished that Raederle and Lyra had kissed.

Kat Hooper says

There are some fantasy epics that all literature professors, and most normal people, would consider essential
reading for any well-educated person — J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Lewis Carroll, etc. So, yeah, | read
those along time ago. But beyond that, there's not much fantasy literature that's essential reading. So, for a
long time, | didn't read any. In my drive to be educated, | stuck to the classics (which are classic because
they're great literature, usually). But one day, maybe 15 years ago, PatriciaMcKillip's RIDDLE-MASTER
fell into my hands. | can't remember exactly when, and | can't remember how. | can't even remember enough
tot... Read More: http://www .fantasyliterature.com/revi...

Kristina says

“The shape-changers melted out of the trees, flew after him. For awhile he raced ahead of them in ablinding
surge of speed toward the distant green mountain. But as the sun set, they began to catch up with him. They
were of a nameless shape. Their wings gathered gold and red from the sunset; their eyes and talons were of
flame” (132). Harpist in the Wind the last book in the Riddle-Master trilogy, is a satisfying conclusion.
Patricia McKillip keeps readersin suspense until the very end of the book; Morgon struggles with riddles
and how to master his power in order to end the war while you, the reader, growls in frustration.

The wizards, loosed from the Founder’ s power, are gathering in the ancient ruins of the wizards' school in
Lungold. Raederle and Morgon travel there to meet with them and to help them fight against their old foe.
Raederle, still fearful of the temptation of her shape-changer’s heritage, refuses to shape change into other
forms that would make their passage across the land safer and quicker. While the other two books prepared
the charactersfor battle, in this book the battles begin. Morgon is fighting two enemies—Ghisteslwchlohm
and the shape-changers. He as yet does not understand the nature of the battle nor does he understand why
the High One has remained silent all thistime. While he is till hiding from the shape-changers and trying to
find their place in this power struggle, heis also wary of Y rth, aLungold wizard who is accompanying he
and Raederle on their desperate journey across the land.

I’ ve read this book so many times you’d think |I'd remember who is who and what the battle is ultimately
about. | always forget though—probably because McKillip weaves the plot so expertly around riddles and
myths and characters who are much more complicated than they seem—and almost all of the characters are



complicated and full of deep, dark mysteries. Because thisisthe last book, riddles are answered, the true
nature of shape-changers are seen, and the power of the realm isfinally settled. Thereis acertain sadnessin
this book, because endings are never as exciting and fresh as beginnings, but Harpist inthe Wind isa
dramatic conclusion to this wonderful trilogy.

If you prefer your fantasies to be less philosophical and poetic with the emphasis on magical deeds and
swords, then you may want to skip this series. Stripped bare of its harping and star-bearing swords, it’sthe
story of knowing yourself and trusting yourself; of love that endures despite betrayals and hardships. All
three books are lovely and well-written and should be considered classics of the fantasy genre, or any genre.
My editions al include a*“People and Places’ glossary at the back (very helpful) and a map drawn by the
author of the (nameless) realm (also very helpful).

Amanda K espohl says

I have a confession to make. | actually tried to read Patricia McKillip's Riddle-Master trilogy once before
and failed. Despite the glorious things | had heard about the books, | got lost in a maze of odd names and
confused about who was who, and | stopped reading about 20-some pages in due to an information overload.
But | promised myself that I'd come back to it one day, because some of the things I'd been told about the
books made them sound like a story that should not be missed.

To say that I'mreally glad that | did is an understatement. Once | learned to focus on the important things
and allow the story to tell me which details were important, things went much more smoothly. All the place
names and peopl e that were mentioned slid off my mind like beads of water while | fixated on the main
character, Morgon of Hed, his funny, brawling family, and his high-tempered friend, Prince Rood of An.
And of course, once | realized that there was aromance in this book, | was hooked. (I'm a sucker like that.)

Asthe story unfolds, we learn that Morgon is the Prince of Hed, atiny, inconsequential farming kingdom
where very little happens of note. That is, until Morgon decides to challenge aghost in the land of Anto a
riddle match. When his sister finds the crown he won under his bed, Morgon discovers that he's stirred up a
hornet's nest by quietly winning a contest so many men have died trying their hand at. He also discovers that
the crown was not the only prize for besting the ghost: King Mathom of An also promised his daughter,
Princess Raederle, to whoever beat the ghost's riddle game. Raederele is the sister of Morgon's friend, Rood.
Morgon has known and admired Raederle for some time, and he's quite smitten with her. With visions of a
beautiful, amber-eyed redhead dancing in his mind, he sets out from Hed with the intention of coming
forward with the crown and seeking Raederle's hand.

As much as Morgon would have been perfectly content to take his princess back to Hed and return to
farming, making beer, and bickering with his siblings, the universe has other plans for him. No sooner does
he leave hislittle island than do strange enemies come out of the woodwork, endangering not only Morgon,
but those he loves best. In fighting and fleeing his foes, Morgon finds himself faced with a host of riddles
even he can't answer that all seem to revolve around the mark of the three stars that has been on his face
since birth. Those stars seem to mark him for a destiny that is larger than life, one set in place thousands of
years before he was born. He must either give in to it or perish, even if embracing his destiny means giving
up al of the things he holds most dear.

The journey Morgon undertakes makes this Patricia McKillip's most traditional fantasy novel yet, asit has



the quest structure and some of the familiar high fantasy archetypes. However, what elevates it and makes it
extraordinary is her rich, imaginative world, filled with golden horned vesta bounding through the snows,
land-rulers who are bonded to their lands such that they share an empathy with the earth itself, and odd,
beautiful magic, where even the gentlest harping may hold great power. Once | started traveling with
Morgon into these other lands, | couldn't have put the book down if I'd tried. Each new place held such
marvelsthat | couldn't wait to see where he went to next or who he would meet. There is no doubting after
you read this book that Patricia McKillip'simagination is a national treasure.

The characters are another strong draw. Morgon, himself, is a sympathetic and flawed hero. He is not
entirely willing to be sucked into the role of alegendary hero, but when duty calls, he has enough honor to
step up. He'sakind, gentle man and a good brother, and relies on wit and intuition rather than pure brawn.
And it also speaks well of him that he respects his lady love. Even though he has won the right to marry her
by winning the riddle match, it is never Morgon's intention to show up and claim her like lottery winnings.
No, Morgon'sfirst through is to ask her if she would be willing to marry him, and then and only then will he
take her back to Hed.

Raederle, herself, is absent from the first book, but takes on a very nontraditional role in the second book.
And that's the other thing that is so spectacular about these books. Thisfair princessis not sitting somewhere
knitting booties for her future offspring while the hero does all the work. Raederle is an active heroinein the
story herself, afiery, spirited, independent, strong-willed woman who knows what she wants and goes after
it. After al, Morgon is not the only one with adestiny here!

| could go on about how beautifully McKillip handles Raederl€'s interactions with Morgon, keeping a
legendary tone to the story, but also with athread of realism and relatability, but | don't want to get too
spoilery. Sufficeit to say that thisis not your typical fantasy story, though it's every bit as lovely and magical
as you would hope it to be.

Even without Morgon and Raederle earning gold stars for awesomeness, there's awhole host of supporting
characters who shine in these books. Deth, the High One's harpist, is an intriguing riddle of a man who kept
me on my toes throughout the books. King Har of Osterland, Danan Isig, Astrin Y mris, the Morgol, and
Mathom of An also earned my respect and devotion in their time on the pages. | loved every one of them like
they were old friends and anytime any of them had cause to grieve, | wanted to wade into the story and hug
them.

And did | mention how beautifully McKillip writes? Y ou've heard me wax on about this before, if you've
read some of my other reviews of her books. Still, it cannot be said enough: this woman has a poet's soul and
anovelist's mind. Her words glitter and glint on the page, filling your mind with gorgeous, dream-like
images. When describing a character's impatience, we are told that she feelsthat "even the dead of An, their
bones plaited with grass roots, must be drumming their fingersin their graves." This book isfilled with
gorgeous passages that make me want to hang up my keyboard and stop pretending like | can share the name
"writer" with someone like McKillip.

In the end, as the pieces of the story came together, | could clearly see what McKillip had been building to
from the beginning. Even the small patches where | doubted, thinking she was meandering a bit, snapped
into focus as crucial moments that shaped the ending. In other books by this author, I've had to spend time
mulling the rightness of the ending, wondering if the plot points truly lined up in the direction she had
chosen. Usually, | come around to appreciate it, though | sometimes find myself wishing that things had
played out alittle differently here and there. Thistime, | didn't even have to think about it. | felt the rightness
in the story, even though parts of it broke my heart.



Ultimately, these books will resonate in my memory as some of the best I've ever read. So, to put it mildly,
I'd recommend them. To put it less mildly, why are you still sitting here reading this review? Quick, order
your copy nhow! And then come back and tell me how much you loved it! :)

Beth says

Ariddleisatale so familiar you no longer seeit; it's simply there, like the air you breathe, the ancient
names of Kings echoing in the corners of your house, the sunlight in the corner of your eye; until one day
you look at it and something shapel ess, voiceless in you opens a third eye and seesit as you have never seen
it before. Then you are left with the knowl edge of the namel ess question in you, and the tale that is no longer
meaningless but the one thing in the world that has meaning any more. (Heir of Seaand Fire)

| cannot review the books in this series individually because they've come to form one achingly beautiful
tapestry for me, one epic story broken up into three parts. In away, | can't review them at all because every
detail 1'd want to comment on constitutes a spoiler. | will say instead that it's been along time since I've read
aseriesthis brilliant and brave, this grand in scale, this heartwarming and heartbreakingly sad. Thisisan
epic and simultaneously intimate story, one that is so perfect it makes me catch my breath in awe.

The story takes turns | could never have foreseen and yet | should have foreseen them because they are so
organic to the story that the book never could have progressed any other way. The language is poetry
breathing through prose, elegant and lyrical, and it manages to capture the things that seemingly cannot be
put into words.

The grandeur of this series, the emotional intimacy, the thematic perfection, is something relatively
matchless, | think, in the field of classic high fantasy. | cannot understand why this seriesis out of print. | can
only say that if you find the books anywhere, grab them. They're worth it.

Jim says

| was a bit disappointed with this book. A bit too much mysticism & | wanted to kick some of the main
characters afew times. My wife liked it alot, better than the other two. It certainly, FINALLY, answers the
myriad of questions that have been raised & comes to a resounding conclusion, but it wasn't blood thirsty
enough & idolizes the idea of 'doing no harm'.

Let me explain. It's not blood thirsty enough because our hero has put up with alot & thisisasword &
sorcery book. The hero feelstoo guilty at every death. Come on! He's been chased, had friends & family
threatened & people tortured & murdered. Grow apair & take afew heads with satisfaction, dude! But no,
he hasto whine about it. Ugh. It's one reason | generally prefer this sort of fantasy written by a guy. Women
writers too often don't get behind the idea of vengeance, although when they do, they can be too mean. |
think it's the way we're wired.

Theidyllic idea of doing no harm by being an herbivore that vegetates in the snow, basically retreatsinto
Limbo, doesn't do much for me, although it is certainly more humane & better in the long run. Still, this
along with some similar devices stretched the story out & made me impatient.



It's possible that | was just frustrated a bit because this book couldn't top the first two & | really wanted it to.
Both of them were new & fantastic in many ways & this one didn't have any really unique kick to it, but I'd
built my expectations too high. Oh well, it's amust-read & you can make up your own mind. If you read the
first two, you HAVE to read this one.

Lisa (Harmonybites) says

Thisisthethird and final part of the Riddle-Master Trilogy, and you should definitely read the two earlier
booksfirgt, thisis definitely no standalone, you should really think of it as one novel in three parts. The first
book, The Riddle-Master of Hed belongsto the title character, Morgon of Hed, Riddle-master and Farmer-
Prince who finds the most challenging riddle of al is his own identity and destiny. The next book is the story
of Raederlie, Morgon's love who in Heir of Sea and Fire goes in search of him and finds out much about her
own identity and powers.

Now in Harpist of the Wind they're together trying to find out what has happened to the "High One" the
"sustainer of the land-law of the realm"” that ties the rulers to an awareness of their lands. Despite the
multiplying of mysteriesin the books, by the end of this one they're al tied up neatly--and with afairly
unpredictable but logical twist. I'd also say that Mckillip develops her world deftly--like most high fantasy it
definitely has a medieval European fedl, but it feelsit's own place. Even minor characters are well-drawn,
and the style is smooth and the narrative flows well.

It'sagood read. Not agreat read. | read thistrilogy because it was recommended on the " Seven-League
Shelf" of the "cream" of fantasy. | don't think it rates as among the best in the genre I've read. | wouldn't
place this with others on the list such as The Gormengheist Trilogy, Lord of the Rings, The Once and Future
King, Carroll's Alice books. | don't consider it extraordinary in style, nor did it move meto tears or laughter
nor did | find it gasp-worthy. But entertaining? Y es, certainly. And some have told me that McKillip's best
book isn't thistrilogy but The Forgotten Beasts of Eld. I'd certainly be interested in trying that someday after
reading these.

Kathleen says

| listened to the series opener (The Riddle-Master of Hed) and Harpist in the Wind (this book), skipping
book 2 because it sounded like filler and many reviews stated that the story became more gripping in book 3.
| found that to be true, also. | cried towards the end. | was able to predict some of what happened, but
McKillip didn't employ al the normal tropes (only some of them). The plot and mythosis not terribly
complex, but asalistener | had to pay attention and replay several scenes.

Riddles (questions about history and destiny) occur throughout the series, and those unanswered questions
bedeviled me. But they were FINALLY and FULLY addressed as the story reached a resounding conclusion.

McKillip writes quite well, but WHY do authors feel the need to protect bloodthirsty, vicious, inhuman
psychos?? Baby killers? Why didn't Morgon kill the villains???? Now they will probably just escape and kill

millions. Again.

The audio narration by Simon Prebble was not bad, but nor did it enhance the story. | could barely hear a



difference between voices for the wizard Ohm and Deth, for example.

Aswith many fantasies, invented names for characters and places are hard to differentiate and remember via
audio (An, Aum, Ohm, El, Iff, Nun, Tel, Tor, Hed, Har, Rood, Rork, Ymris, Yrth, etc) so | referred to a
VERY helpful website: https://wizzley.com/riddle-master/

lan Mathers says

I think when | was younger | found the way the end of this one played out just alittle deflationary, but now |
think it's really amazing. | keep going back to the line from the previous book, "they were promised a man of
peace”, and what it's revealed to mean, in terms of who said it, who "they" were, who made the promise, and
who it's said to. | apologize if these reviews have become just impossibly cryptic, but 1. | don't want to spoil
any part of these really wonderful books for anyone 2. | actually love this series too much to really write
coherently about it? Thisis an ending that is fully worth all thetime | put into the first book as a magic- and
mystery-loving teenager. These books redlly are, astheinitial subtitle putsit, about "the end of an era". By
the end the world of the High Oneis profoundly changed, and so are all the characters we've been reading
about. Fittingly enough for awriter of her calibre and sensibility, McKillip doesn't half-ass that the way so
many fantasy series do; she's no doubt aware of how humanitisfor all of usto want more stories with these
people and/or in this place, but thisis the story. Sometimes things end, and it doesn't make them less
wonderful.

Jeffrey says

A magical series, one of the best fantasy seriesthat | have read. Thisthird volumeisagreat read. | have re-
read these three books many times and | think they hold up remarkably well. This concluding volumeis
especially good end because it answers all of theriddles.

Timeless fantasy from a master

Onefinemess says

There'salot to recommend about this book - and alot to get nit picky about, if you have a hunger for nits.
Maybe with salt.

The world has both the classic sense of ...whimsy (?) (that word kind of demands italics, doesn't it?) that you
just don't seein fantasy anymore (or at least | haven't seen in years) paired with a sense of eternal foreboding
(those pesky bad guys...aways locked up, never killed) and some of the weird evasiveness that you seein
modern works like the Mal azan stuff - sometimes shit just happens and we don't or can't know why.

It reminds me most of something like LIoyd Alexander's High King series - or at least of my memory of that
series..| haven't read it in twenty years. There's an inexperienced country boy stumbling into destiny and

power and all that. CHECK.

There's also what seems like a strong female character - she even had the whole second book mostly to



herself who doesn't let the MC push her around (although he keeps trying...which is, | guess, trueto
nature...), and has her own hoary, ancient powers and Shit To Deal With (although we don't get much of that
in this book, since it's from Morgon's perspective again).

The foreshadowing is thicker than Portland drivers in the sun this time around. If you haven't figured out
who the High Oneis by now, McKillip is going to beat you over the head with it so much you'll wonder how
Morgon can be so dumb about it. Although, technically he almost realizes it a couple of times then forces
himself not to realize it?

Dumb. Sorry, there's no way around that.

The magic system is both interesting and lawless. Like, it's one of those where shit can just happen
unpredictably (to the reader anyway)...I guess more of the classics were like that, but I'm spoiled on Jordan,
Sanderson and even Butcher and their fairly ordered magic systems that work enhance the experience instead
of just deux-ex-fucking all thetime. This series has aton of "why did the magic do that?'moments where
you just have to roll with it. Might not bother some people, but it bothers me alittle.

THREE AND A HALF STARS

Solid 70s/80s fantasy.

Jenny says

Thisisthe perfect end to the series. | feel satisfied with the answersto the riddles, and the ending is
beautiful, especialy Chapter 15, the second to last chapter of the novel. McKillip maintains the mystery
throughout most of the novel but provides answers before the reader goes crazy with not knowing. Even after
the riddles are pretty much al resolved, the book comes to a nice closing, not too drawn out or anticlimactic.
Asaseries, | fully enjoyed Riddle-Master. | went on ajourney with Morgon, trying like he does to answer
the riddles of his destiny and of the past, present, and future of the High One's realm. The story is complex,
but even when | felt most confused while reading, | was still enthralled by McKillip's prose and by the
characters. Morgon's transformation from the Prince of Hed into the Star-Bearer iswell done. It's subtle and
realistic but striking by the end of the series. Deth is a great character, and | loved meeting the other wizards
in this book. There could be an entire series just about them: Nun the pigherder, Aloil the poet, Talies the
historian, Ghisteslwchlohm the Founder, Y rth the harpist...

I recommend this series to fantasy lovers. The books aren't long, but the stories are complex, so you might
take your time with them, but they're well worth it. | plan to reread them one day now that | have the
answers. It will be interesting to go back and see how everything really fits together. I'm curious now about
what other riddles McKillip has woven into stories.

Jennifer Freitag says

PatriciaMcKillip is pretty nearly as good as Rosemary Sutcliff in wringing my heart. This was afantastic
conclusion to her Riddle-Master trilogy, cutting deeply, bitter-sweet, full of beautiful prose and a powerful
plot. My library would be sorely lacking without this trilogy.



?Ruth? says

Thisis aseries of books that plunges you straight in at the deep end. During the first few chapters of book
one, | felt almost like | had missed reading an introduction or a prologue somewhere.... but with the help of a
map and the glossary of characters at the end of the book, everything soon started to slot into place.
However, thisis not a simple tale — the basic concept is unusual, woven into a story which includes
sorcerers, shape-shifters, spirit-wraiths and immortals.

My most lasting impression is of the author’ s prose, which is so poetic | found myself reading paragraphs
over again just to savour the beauty of her descriptive passages— one of my favourite lines:

“The clouds, softly shaped by the wind, rested on the silence.”

Michaela says

i don't know why but for some reason i got into parts 1 and 2 more than thisfinal part of the trilogy. can't put
my finger on it ... too much? too complex? just not the right time / mood?

beautifully written as always, of course, and the world created by mckillip isamarvel.

Katie says

So | do likethe story thistold, but | think I'm sticking with the feeling that the writing just was a bit lost on
me.

| did, however, have to stay up until | finished thislast night, which says something!

Luke Burrage says

Good end to agood series.

Full review on my podcast, SFBRP episode #374.

Isaac Clarke says
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Kevin Michaelis says

After discovering this trilogy more than 2 decades past, | have read the: "Harpist in the Wind," almost once a
year. Mostly for the purely symbolic way Ms. McKillip has woven events of riddlery like unto prophecy, and
how those events shape and bind upon the Starbearer an unimaginable outcome, foreshadowing the coming
of the High One. Surely there is much in these novels that is delightful, powerfully awesome fantasy! There
isaso realism in the symbolism so captivating and relational to our own journey to the highest destiny al of
us have the potential, so fearful to accept, to receive and ultimately to achieve. | feel Ms. McKillip's
masterful storytelling becomes like unto our own story of our own journey unto the High One, the One who
has bound all power unto Himself and binds upon those who love Him, that same power. Power, which evil
craves passionately, only to use selfishly, destructively, and seeks to tear from each of us completely, all
such bindings of His power. It makes of this fictional work of Patricia A. McKillip, potentially Messianic.
Until each of us bravely climbs up to that one and only Name, to that one and only Way, we will ever climb
atower of knowledge, but never be able to come to a knowledge of the truth.

Ryan Middlebrook says

The conclusion of the Riddle-Master series finds Morgon and Raederle struggling to find the mysterious
High One and the reason for the war that has spread across the realm. The quests begins simply enough as
they head for the ancient wizard' s city of Lungold. This book, like the other two, has amost al of its action
take place on the way to destinations instead of at them. Morgon and his bride-to-be struggle on the journey
and have their characters developed. They fal into traps, escape, get to Lungold, where they fal into atrap,
escape, head to another destination, fall into atrap, escape...| think you get the idea. The main riddles of the
book, if not the series, are who is the High One, who are the Earth Masters, and what does one have to do
with the other? These questions have needed to be answered for along time, and when they finally are, it
amost really doesn’t matter.

Patricia McKillip’' s writing is quite good. She describes details and emotions with a power to draw the reader
into imagery. The effect is such that — like the illusion that the wizards of this book so often create —thereis
anillusion that this story has more of a plot than it actually does. Thankfully, in the final third of Harpist, the
main plot isfinally revealed, and yet when it is, there’ s not really any moreto it than what one kind of



expects. The motivations behind the final reveal and what all the characters are fighting about are basically
left to the idea that power corrupts. It's vague, but at least the writing was nice.

There are moments of real emotion in the book. Raederle’s character is continually the touchstone for any
strength this series has found. | have read many reviews that claim that thisisthat reader’s all time favorite
series. My only conclusion is that they have connected with these charactersin their brief moments of
genuine insight. Each of them, especially Deth the harpist, have the potential to be major fantasy characters,
but at the end of the day, plot helps flesh characters out, and these books were lacking in it. Florid prose does
not a series make.

The Riddle-Master Trilogy had many good ideas and characters — even though their fullness didn’t quite pan
out. There was enough here that | would be willing to try more from this author. If you read this series, you
may not be disappointed, but there's also plenty of other fantasy out there you should hit first.

5.5 out of 10 stars

Red Eagle's Legacy




