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From Reader Review ???????? 5 for online ebook

Paul Spence says

Golden Kamuy is the kind of manga that is hard to dislike. It’s not only beautiful, it also contains a unique
historical fiction story that is both cuttingly realistic and willing to take a few chances. It’s also a food porn
series in disguise. Sure, it’s filled with interesting facts about living off the land in the early 20th century, but
it’s also an exciting adventure series.

Sugimoto and Asirpa’s hunt for the tattooed treasure map has led them to a fishing village on the coast,
where a deranged serial killer lies in wait. Lieutenant Tsurumi and his renegade soldiers are also hot on their
trail, and if he catches up to them it’s guaranteed that there will be hell to pay. Toshizo Hijikata also closes
in, while an old friend shows up with a secret about Asirpa that no one wants to believe–but it just might take
them closer to the gold than ever before…

This isn’t a straight action-adventure; instead it’s filled with interesting facts that could keep you alive
(especially during the time period). It’s also a manga that revels in the culture of the people, their ways of
survival, and by extension its characters. They are realistically rendered in how much they love to eat and
live as well as their attempt to find a massive amount of gold.

The last two volumes of this series were seriously worrying me due to their wonky pace and focus on the
ancillary characters. This volume brings things into better focus with the main trio of characters (Sugimoto,
Asirpa, and the “Escape King”) adding a new twist that makes Aspirpa’s story more personal in regards to
Sugimoto’s world. The narrative gets back on track to find the gold, but also continues to flesh out the bonds
between the characters nicely.

This volume opens with Asirpa and Sugimoto attempting to get some info out of one of the tattooed soldiers
who holds a piece of the map to the gold on his back. The character is strange and at times erotically wishes
for Sugimoto to kill him. It’s one of the weirdest story elements I’ve ever come across (he literally
daydreams of ways Sugimoto could kill him) and ends up evolving into a wickedly good chase scene.

Midway through this volume, a big chunk of the book revolves around Tanigaki surviving the threat of a
sniper associated with the characters chasing Sugimoto for the maps. These scenes are expertly paced and
keep you on the edge of your seat as Tanigaki must first escape a hut they have pinned down with a sniper
and then flee their tracking. The sequence plays out in surprising ways and takes a closer look at the life of a
sniper.

The last chunk of the volume revolves around more of the food porn aspect of the series, focusing on
Sugimoto and Asirpa catching some fish. As is customary with the series we learn all about the fish be it
flavor, their multiple uses, and how big they could get in the early 20th century. This sequence plays out well
because it’s not a distracting clump of factoids but rather actually leads to a major plot development that
ends the book on a satisfying cliffhanger.

It’s subtle, but the weirdo who wants Sugimoto to kill him is somewhat uncomfortable to read. He’s sick (at
one point he chops a guy’s head off) and yet literally gets an erection at one point due to the thought of being
murdered. They blotch that out of course, but this is a subplot that may put some off. I’m not sure how
important this character is to the story–maybe he’s simply a strange fetishist that Noda wanted to
explore–but it doesn’t add much to the narrative. He serves as a weird character you won’t really ever



understand and that ends up being a failing of the writing. He’s almost inhuman in how he acts and maybe
the purpose was to show some people in this world are uncompromisingly strange and unsavable, but it ends
up coming off as a joke for adults more than anything else.

This is the strongest volume since the very first. This volume’s pacing is on point, it never gets bogged down
in facts, and it effectively sets up a new direction for the characters. This is one of the best manga currently
on shelves.

Rakel says

No se qué hacéis con vuestras vidas si no estáis leyendo Golden Kamuy, en serio os lo digo.

Jakub Kvíz says

Golden Kamuy si porad drzi tempo, ikdyz tentokrat se nam dej, s vyjimkou posledni kapitoly, nejak
neposunul.

Pribeh je porad doplnovan zajimavostmi ze zivota Ainu na Hokkaidu, coz me osobne bavi, ale nemusi to bejt
nutne pro kazdyho.

Kazdopadne se tesim na dalsi knihu, protoze “zvrat” v zaveru napovida, ze nas cekaj zajimavy veci.

spacecowboytx says

This is the volume I have been waiting for because the creator Satoru Noda mention that in the fight between
Sugimoto and Henmi he may have just had a boner! Don’t believe me google it. The guys are so attractive in
this series so I totally get it..... this volume is Sugimoto vs serial killer henmi and we find out asirpa’s past
and are also introduced to another character.

Laura says

Continued quality. Some great action, adventure, drama, and comedy in this volume. Also some great plot
development. Really highly recommend this series. Seriously.

Katja says

The anime adaptation that aired this spring covered these chapters (and beyond), so I knew how the story
was going to go but I didn't mind because the manga is so much more information rich compared to the
anime. I understand it's harder to insert so much explanation fluidly into anime, so even if you watch it, the



manga is absolutely worth reading still! I love how extensive research into Ainu culture and living on
Hokkaido has been done for this manga.
The reason I gave this volume 4 stars instead of 5 is that I don't care for the fishing village arc so much and
having similar, unlikely, events of water creatures attacking people felt a bit lazy writing. But that's fairly
minor critique, this is engaging and interesting read, I just enjoyed other volumes a tad more.

As before, the art is great, wildlife and food is extremely detailed and realistic but the characters (or rather,
their faces) are a bit more stylized. Noda manages to mash them together well though.

Rod Brown says

The delightful mix of gory violence, wilderness survival tips, and food porn found in every volume of this
Japanese take on the American Western has truly grown on me. Highly recommended for fans of "The
Outlaw Josey Wales."

Chelsey says

Sometimes I struggle a bit with the sheer number of characters in this, but the art is so good and the Ainu
culture so richly detailed that I continue to get sucked in!

Edric Unsane says

Yet another tromp through historic Japan trying to get their hands on the gold. I am enjoying Golden Kamuy,
but I feel as if the pacing may be too slow.

Arsenic says

L'histoire avance un peu même si on se perd un peu entre toutes ces intrigues. Le retournement de situation à
la fin laisse présager une suite intéressante.

Krista says
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Elenora says

Sugimoto I love youuuu!!!


