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Map out your idea and finish your story in 7 stages!

This book will show writers how to develop their ideas into a finished novel by working through itin 7
stages, while learning how to mapping out their story's progress and structure so they can evaluate and
improve their work. It teaches writersto visualize their story's progress with a story map that helps them see
al the different components of their story, where these components are going, and, perhaps most
importantly, what's missing.

The book simplifies Aristotle's elements of good writing (a.k.a. that each story should have a beginning, a
middle and an end) into easily applicable concepts that will help writersimprove their craft. The author helps
readers strengthen their work by teaching them how to focus on one aspect of their story at atime, including
forming stories and devel oping ideas, building strong structures, creating vibrant characters, and structuring
scenes and transitions. Thought-provoking questions help writers more objectively assess their story's
strengths and weaknesses so they may write the story they want to tell.
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Biblio Curious says

A good introduction to writer's craft. It covers the basic aspects of writing fiction in various styles: novels,
screenplays or theatre scripts.

I'd recommend this for its fool proof style. It's a compass that covers each stage of writing with exercises and
methods for examining your work.

Tomigirl44 says

Wonder ful

The author did a great job laying out the steps and providing thought provoking, helpful questions to ask
while crafting one's story. | look,forward to reading more of this author and re reading this book.

Toni M.Ed. says

Great lucid help for the Christian writer.

Carolyn James says

The Writer's Compass is a comprehensive book promising to walk you through the stages of writing your
novel from the first ideato sending it to a publisher. Overall there were some good parts, but it wasn't what |
was looking for. TWC asked alot of questions to the writer to make sure you are being as comprehensive as
you can be, but | wouldn’t useit to look back and forth to between every single stage of the writing process.
Instead | took it as a book that offered some good tidbits of advice that | could work into pieces | was already
in the process of completing. Dodd's style just wasn’t on the same wave length is me. There are only so
many dream boards awriting studio can have. Overall it wasn't awaste of time, but didn’t help me much in
the improvement of my writing or direction of my pieces.

Rose says

Nancy Ellen Dodd has awonderful approach to writing using the seven step formulain "The Writer's
Compass'. Her approach to writing uses an easy to follow structure with several visual cues and questionsin
away that's organized and engaging - choosing to blend techniques such as mindmapping and plotting
details in tables with the different facets of one's story (characterization, plot, etc.) She also gives helpful
suggestions and draws from her own experience and education in the explanation of the many ways to



approach crafting a story, even down to the level of drawing from your own creative well. The questions
she's provided in thiswork gave me many opportunities to delve into my stories in more detail, and she
writes in an encouraging, yet practical way throughout the work.

Thiswill go on my shelf of most helpful writing books for sure.

D.H. Hanni says

Learned alot of waysto help me think more about my writing especialy as| get ready for NaNoWriMo.
Won't know if it was useful stuff until well after but I'm feeling really confident based on what | read. This
book is good for people who like a more structured approach to writing or who are desiring to become more
structured and organized in their writing.

Jeffrey Cahhal says

Great book

Bought this book for her class on Writer’'s Digest University, but have to say that | really enjoyed it. | did
feel that some points (or steps) were alittle on the brief-side, but as with most books on writing, most of it
we have see and heard already elsewhere. The book iswell presented and organized logically.

J M says

This book combines the collaborative efforts of a multitude of writers and workshops dealing specifically
with screenwriting. Hence, it's sort of a cliff-notes to writing your first draft, along with the elements you
need to keep the re-write process going. However, it's also presented in an almost maternal, or nurturing
manner to help the budding writer get through the road blocks leading to living the writers life.

I have read many screenwriting books, taken courses, and attended workshops, and Dodd has managed to
include everything | learnt from all of them, while noting any parallel termsthat just drive you crazy.

From starting, to setting, to mapping (not outlining - which blocks the creative flow), to character
development, to dialogue, through to the Hero's Journey and character arch's - this book coversit in acrazy
user-friendly manner.

Ive seen other people review it as mediocre, and it may be because it opens with setting up awriters lifestyle,
which | personally needed, but know others who did not. If you want to jump right in start at chapter 2. Make
sure you answer the questions along the way. When you get stuck it will pull you out of the writers block -->
The culmination of which by the way concludes the basis of what you learn in a screenwriting MFA, though
minus the group feedback which is essential to writing.

Reading this book will give you abroad basis, and if you read other books in screenwriting after it, you will
understand it better based on what you've already learnt.



K. Counihan says

The Whole How to Write a Book Demystified

The whole process explained in plain English. Especially good for those that are stuck at a certain point in
the writing process. Just look up in table of contents what you are stuck on and review it. Very useful book. |
found solutionsin this book that were not in my other 300 writing books.

Scott says

I have very mixed feelings about this book on the craft of writing. | love the idea of the 7 stages and the ways
to diagram/pictorialize the structure of the story. But | couldn't rate it higher than just aLIKE and I'm not
sure why.

Andrea Judy says

Some good tidbits but it didn't seem to say anything new or helpful enough to warrant a home on my
permanent bookcase.

Natalia says

This book no doubt has alot of valuable information. The author covers both classic and modern approaches
to creative writing and provides a step-by-step formulafor crafting a story.

It wasn't clear to me when purchasing this book that the writer was, predominantly, a scriptwriter. This
influenced the tone of the book immensely and made the concepts less accessible/ useful to a novel writer.
Thefirst few chapters, also, wereirritatingly introspective with lots of information about the author's own
journey. There was a great deal of pep talk scattered throughout. | can see that this would be excellent for
some, but | personally found it distracting.

Nancy Dodd mentions, several times, that her process can and should be adapted to suit the reader's own
needs. However, her approach was far too rigid and formulaic for me. The exercises sometimes felt drawn
out and forced.

| have no doubt that the advice given is sound and well researched. Personally, however, it didn't suit me. |
made it to chapter 7 before giving up so my review is, perhaps, unfair. | will amend it if, in the future, |
finish the book and feel differently about it.




ThisisAlli says

Especially good for those with a M S already!

Cari says

If you've never heard any writing advice and have never ever read any other book on writing, you'll find The
Writer’ s Compass moderately helpful. If you have read el sewhere or even so much as passed by the open
door of aclassroom where awriting course was being held, this book is completely worthless. Trust me: you
aready know more than Nancy Ellen Dodd offers. Save your money and your time.

Before | delve into my passionate dislike of this book, let me speak of the good.
The cover is awesome, and I’ m a sucker for pretty covers. The designer was fantastic.

| liked the visual representation of a story map that breaks down the parts of a story like one might diagram a
sentence. There are several of these, but my favorite isthe first one, which she givesin several stages that
begin with the basics and grows to include other elements of a story. Size restrictions of the physical book
crowd the graph and accompanying text, making me wish afull page had been dedicated to the final product.
Not Dodd's fault, of course, but | thought I'd throw it out there.

The End. Of the good parts, anyway. Settle in, people, because thisis along one.

The Writer's Compass doesn’'t even qualify as Fiction Writing 101. It’s extremely basic and there’ s nothing
here that isn’t available el sewhere with more in-depth info. (See: The Elements of Style, The Art of War for
Writers, The Forest for the Trees: An Editor’s Advice to Writer's, The First Five Pages, and even Chuck
Wendig'sblog.) Dodd tries to hit the magjor points but her analysisis shallow, leaving the unlearned writer to
stumble through the trials of plot, structure, character development, etc. with the dawning realization that
none are as easy as she presents with such simplicity. Writing is hard, and she forgets that part.

Repetition. Repetition, repetition, repetition. Two-thirds of this book is padding; remove all the instances
where she repeats herself and the book would transform into a pamphlet and not a particularly thick one.
Over and over again she gives the same idea, the same suggestion, and—most insulting—she didn’'t even
bother to change the wording more than aminimal amount. These are absolutely unnecessary reiteration of
points that should’ ve been made once and then |eft alone.

One instance stands out so much | wrote down the page numbers specifically for this review: page 88,
second paragraph, and page 89, third paragraph. Both of these discuss developing your story’sideas and
returning to a questionnaire at the end of every stage to answer the questions anew. Dodd changes afew
words (for instance: “reflect” becomes “refing”) and flips a few sentences around, but she' s saying the exact
same thing. This example smacked me in the face because the paragraphs are directly opposite each other on
the pages, but throughout the book multiple ideas are presented multiple times with nearly identical wording.

Dear Nancy Ellen Dodd: we're not stupid and reiterating something ten times is overkill. We're dead after
thefirst fivetimes; let it go.



Another reviewer mentioned Dodd' s “maternal” and “nurturing” style of writing. Seriously? My mother
never spoke to mein amanner that implied | was a particularly stupid child and then tried to passit off as
“nurturing.” In fact, she never spoke to me likethat at all, recognizing the basic intelligence of her children.
Dodd forgets one of the “rules’ of writing: assume your audience is composed of intelligent people as
opposed to morons.

At one point, Dodd breaks down each genre and gives atable for comparison. Since she’s juggling fiction
writing in various forms, thisis agreat idea, but she screws it up so badly the pages are worthless. Did you
know that a novel has less white space on the page than a screenplay? Or that a short story is shorter than a
novel? (If you answered “no, | didn’t know that” to the second question, you're anidiot.) | wish | was
kidding or exaggerating, but I'm not. Those are the exact facts she gives, asif they’ re gems reserved for the
dite.

Really? | mean, really? Where the hell was her editor?

When | read a new book on writing, | mark pages that contain something new, an approach | hadn’t thought
of, afact | didn’t know or asuggestion | had never heard, and fresh twists on old ideas. A writer never stops
learning and never stops honing her craft, but not once did | mark a page in The Writer's Compass because
Dodd was offering something new. That’s not to say | didn’t tag multiple pages: ones that are so awful |
wanted to remember them for this review. The task drained my entire supply of pink sticky notes.

And finally, on amore personal note:

Lady, | don't care about your consulting jobs, your spiritual life, or your obsession with 5x8 index cards.
One mention is fine, but when you choose to tell me twenty times, | get atad irritated. Thisisn’t about you,
so hush and get to the writing.

Don't just skip this one; run away as fast as you can. Y ou're better off learning these tools viatrial and error
through writing than from this worthless book.

Subj ect900 says

As someone who knows NOTHING about fiction writing, | found this book very helpful in getting the basics
down.




