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April (Aprilius Maximus) says

If you ever have the chance to read this book, DO IT. It is so, so, so, so important and so full of harsh truths
that don't get discussed enough. Courtney Summersis a hero for writing this.

Kelly (and the Book Boar) says

Find all of my reviews at: http://52bookminimum.blogspot.com/

“We'rethekind of popular that parents like to pretend doesn’t exist so they can sleep at night, and we're
the kind of popular that makes our peers unable to sleep at night. Everyone hates us, but they're afraid of
ustoo.”

Regina Geerge has always been a member of the “ Fearsome Fivesome.” She and her besties rule the school
under the watchful eye of the resident queen bee, Rizze Anna. . .

They have spent their high school years torturing not only the unfortunate uncool, but also their own kind . . .

When rumors start circulating about Regina sexing up Anna’s boyfriend at a kegger, Reginafinds herself on
theouts. BIGTIME.. . .

This book scared the crap out of me. It seemed so. . . possible. There' s no doubt in my mind that bullying to
this extreme happensin real life al of the time, and there are constantly reports of the powers-that-be
overlooking all warning signs (like someone painting “WHORE" across alocker), or downplaying the
severity of the potential outcome. | was almost sure this book was going to end one of two ways. Either this.

orthis. ..

| mean, what other choice does a person who isridiculed al day every day really have? And the scariest part
is? When girls grow up into women and think they’ ve left all the drama of high school behind them, they
will confront these same nasty ass bitchestime and time again . . .



It'stime to stop. Stop letting your daughters hate on other girls. Stop doing it yourself. Stop blaming
everything on someone else and actually do something to make a change. Just stop.

Reynje says

I thought this book was going to burn ahole in my stomach.

Even now, when | think about it | feel avisceral surge of anxiety; it triggers a physical response that echoes
the rapid heartbest and shortness of breath that accompanied the reading.

I mean this as a compliment to Summers' writing. The ability to elicit such an intense and provocative
reaction is, | think, testament to her skill. Some Girls Areis amost relentlessly harrowing in its portrayal of
bullying and abuse, accentuated by Regina s acerbic voice and Summers' razor-sharp instinct for pacing and
dialogue.

Thisisan unsettling and compelling story. The tension escalates rapidly as the stakes increase, and the novel
(literally) doesn’t pull punches — to the point when beginning each chapter was accompanied by a mental
flinch. It's not always easy to read, but it is hard to put down.

What delineates Some Girls Are from other novels I’ ve read about high school bullying is the perspective.
Through Regina, we experience the viewpoint of someone who is both victim and perpetrator, someone who
is subjected to physical and psychological bullying, and also inflictsit. Taking this further, not only does
Regina exhibit mean girl tendencies, but a part of her relishes them. Even as she becomes fully cognizant of
how far-reaching and destructive her actions are, she is also aware that on another level, she takes a vicious
pleasure in enacting them.

Thisis an uncomfortable position to be in asareader. It would be easy to categorise all who carry out this
kind of torment as morally reprehensible villains. But Some Girls Are muddies thisidea by examining the
complex cycle of manipulation and abuse of power amongst the characters. The lines here are not clearly
drawn; not al of those culpable are devoid of sympathetic — or at least, understandable — elements. Some
Girls Are goes some way to explaining how such a deeply messed up dynamic is perpetuated — feeding off
insecurity and intimidation, cultivated to exert control —without attempting to justify it. | don’t believe the
novel asks us to defend Regina, but to acknowledge that these situations are rarely black and white. We're
not asked to excuse her actions, but to consider the context of them, to recognise how guilt, abuse and
emotionally damaging relationships impact the way she responds to threatening situations.

As such, Some Girls Are challenges the common perception of the high school ‘mean girl’ — often presented
as little more than a caricature of evil —with a confronting level of physical and emotional cruelty entangled
with “friendship” and the ever-shifting hierarchy within cligues. To deny that girls are capable of thiskind of
behaviour does a disservice to those who have experienced it, and for that reason | believe thisis abrave
novel, insisting that we face a disturbing reality.

Considering the circumstances, buying into Michael’ s ability to accept Reginais abig ask of readers, and |
understand why some would struggle with how this particular plot line develops. I'm okay with this element



of the story —in addition to fuelling the conflict in the final chapters of the novel | think it provides an
interesting counter-balance to Kara' s consuming hatred and inability to let go. (And maybe I’ m naive but |
want to believe that people are as capable of forgiveness as they are of torture).

| feel that the ending is left largely open to interpretation. Personally, | don’t see this as the end of Regina's
story, but rather as the beginning of long, hard road. We don’'t know what choices she will make once she
leaves those stairs. Even the weaving together of hands is a tentative, fragile thing. A diver of hope, not a
life-preserver thrown into the sea of carnage. Summers offers a reprieve from the harrowing climax in
suggesting that Regina has options, a chance to alter her course. But she doesn’t explicitly spell out what lies
beyond the final page.. that isleft up to you.

I'm pretty sure | need an antacid right now.

Katrina Passick Lumsden says

Thisis going to be atough review because | don't normally rate anything written by Courtney Summers this
low. When | first started reading, | thought | was really going to enjoy this one. It starts off well enough, with
Summers distinctively gritty writing showing us aworld of teenage drugs, alcohol, and sex that quickly
explodes into adlightly terrifying assault. | think my biggest gripe is that this story never really slows down.
The bullies are a bit over-the-top, almost to the point of being cartoon villains, and | spent a couple of hours
watching them basically rip Regina Afton apart. If you've ever seen the movie Crank, that's the best example
| can give of how this book's pacing feels. It's just one emotional upheaval after another until the reader is
nearly desensitized to the entire thing, but worn down by just how much negativity and vilenessis rolling off
the characters.

And then the book just ends. Just like that. There aren't really any epiphanies, | don't think anyone learned
any lessons at al....

Wait, | know how to describe why I'm disappointed; it was too draining while not providing nearly enough
emotional payoff at the end. It felt pointless. | don't like reading things that feel pointless.

Lola says

Someone please order my heart to be quiet. It won't listen to me.

| feel sotired. It'slike reading this book took all my strength and left me with a melancholic sentiment.
| shakeit off.

Thereyou go. | fedl better already.

Liar. How can someone just go on with their lives after they’ ve read Some Girls Are and not give it a second
thought? It's so impossible | can’t even imagine an alternative universe where such thing is fathomable.

Regina used to be aterror. But then she went to a party and Anna’ s — the monster queen — boyfriend tried to



rape her. Everyone thinks they had sex, and that they both wanted it.

Wrong. Wrong. Wrong. Y et, no one believes Regina when she cries RAPE. Now, she hasto deal with
bullies at every corner of her school’s hallways.

It'sastrange feeling to be in the body of abully being bullied. We don’t know what to think of the
character... Should we sympathize? Should we do our best to understand her or hope for her destruction
instead?

Some Girls Areisreminiscent of Courtney Summers' s All the Rage. It explorestheidea of telling the
truth but having no one believe us. It's not only frustrating but also gut-wrenchingly sad.

This book takes some unexpected turns.
Instead of standing there and taking all the hatred in, Regina acts. She revolts against her assailers. At one
point, we even go as far as asking ourselvesif Reginais any better than Anna, the one orchestrating the

attacks.

She'savery flawed character. She challenges us into debating if she deserves what’s happening to her or
not. | love how it raises plural ethical questions.

Talking about the book calms me. | just want to warn interested readers that it’s not for the faint of heart and
that it will possibly make you cry.

It'sarisk you'll have to take.
But it'sworth it.
Because Courtney Summers

never

disappoints.

BD | Blog | Youtube | Twitter | Instagram | Google+ | Bloglovin

Alienor [0 French Frowner [ says

??1'm going to use a Joker card here.??

Hmm sorry - not this one.

Thisis better.



This no-rating is bugging me. Let's give it a 4. Because | CAN, duh.

Indeed, while the writing was flawless and the book literally unputdownable, I'm not sure how | feel about
the treatment of the issue of bullying. Call me ababy girl, but | never, ever, saw people acting like that.
Never. To befrank, | was so disturbed that | asked some good friends of mine - who attended different high-
schools than me - and the fact is, if of course, unfortunately, | have witnessed bullying actions during my
school days, there are some scenes here that | wasn't able to fucking imagine : (view spoiler). That was too
much for me. And if in amessed-up way, | can understand why Kara and Regina act like this, Annathe
super villain was afreaking alien to me. | don't get it. So take my opinion with a grain of salt, because|'m
maybe just alucky baby girl. 'm serious.

The second thing that disturbed me can be sum up with this question : WHERE. THE. FUCK. ARE. THE.
ADULTS? | mean, | get that alot of ill things can happen without any witnesses, but | was a teenager, |
worked in ahigh-school, and | can't understand how no adult takes action. Never. Where are the parents?
The school staff?

Finally, the ending was too rushed for my taste - after al this angst, ending so rapidly was just... anticlimatic.
Don't get fooled, | honestly think that this book is really good and painfully necessary. The fact that | don't
get it is perhaps the point here, because it leads me to think about the issue of bullying and to ask myself if |

was particularly lucky or just fucking blind. | don't know, and that'swhat bothers me the most.

O Special thanksto the awesome Chelsea for the Birthday Gift v [0

KatheL says

Actual rating: 3,5 stars

Maybe it's unfair to do this review right now, given the emotional place | am. But | need to take everything

out of my chest. Fhistay-be-ahorrible-contused-review though:

Beginning to that you-know-which part of the book:

| @most couldn't read this. | almost threw up alot of times. My friends and my family always say that one of
the worst things about meisthat | have a happy bubble and | love my happy bubble and this book
WANTED TO DISTURB MY HAPPY BUBBLE. Thething is: if someone comes to you, bruised, crying
and says someone just tried to rape you, what do you do? Y ou tell her not to tell your other friends and not to
say athing to the police, and the girl, freaked out, just accepts it and spends the weekend in a dark space. On
Monday, what happens? Y ou 'stea’ her friends and you tell them the girl slept with Annas boyfriend (this
boyfriend tried to rape the girl) and these supposed friends don't believe that the girl was almost raped. |
introduce you to Kara, the 'you' person in this situation. And she freaked me out. | couldn't assimilate the
fact that someone would actually do this to another person. But then, we meet, meet Anna, and Regina, the



girl who was almost raped, better. And oh, boy.

"Hallowell High:

You're either someone or you're not.

| was someone. | was Regina Afton. | wasAnna Morrison'sbest friend. These weren't small things,
and despite what you may think, at the time they were worth keeping my mouth shut for."

Meet Regina Afton. She was Annas best friend since forever, but then she 'deeps with Donnie, the guy
Anna'wanted', and Anna casts her out socially and because she's queen of the school, everyone gives Regina
the cold shoulder aswell. Annais someone who | didn't feel athing for. My main problems, for avery long
time in this book, were Regina and Kara. Why Regina, you say? The victim here? Before she was left out,
Regina used to do everything Annasaid. If Anna asked Reginato make Liz'slife ahell just for the fun of it,
Reginawould do it. That's why she doesn't have anyone in school who feels compassion towards her. She
did incredibly bad things to alot of people. That left me very sad. | used to have bad friends who would
abuse me academically, asking me to do their homework and passing answers during tests. But never to do
anyone harm, and | would never do it aswell, even if, at the time, | was petrified of them. (thisonly lasted a
half year, though, when | let go of them and tried to be friends with other people.) Regina did these stuff for
years, and she ruined lives. Now she's confused, she's scared, she wants redemption, she's angry at her old
friends. All of them ugly sides, you know? | don't even know how to explain, | just... reading this was
making me nauseated because | couldn't imagine people like Kara and Anna, that keep, the whole book,
trying to make Regina 'pay' for having 'slept’ with Donnie when she was actually almost raped. Anna, her
supposed best friend. Kara, wanting to - desperately - be friends with Anna seeing what she does. Why
would everyone want that? And Regina, unfortunately, was paying for what she did all those yearsin the
most horrifying way possible. That'swhy, in a point, thisbook is, indeed, horrifying.

Where where Regina's parents? And her teachers? - They just weren't there. Thiswas... yeah, it was
mind blowing as well.

Where and who isour heroin this? | introduce you to two people, Michael, and Regina after kind of 50%
of the book. Both Regina's are completely different people and this one wasn't perfect, but was mature, in a
sort of way. While'old' Regina was a mess of sadness, confusion, rage, indecision, this one made me
extremely proud in a specific scene and was dealing with stuff with her head high.(view spoiler) And
Michael isjust... an amazing character. He lost his mom awhile ago, and he was one of the kids that Regina
used to bother - in lack of a stronger word. Still, he is with Regina the whole book. Y es, she changes, but he
does aswell. And | thought him to be kind, strong, and extremely real. My absolute favorite from start to
finish.

| can't tell you not to read this because... it is good. It makes you stronger and it opens your eyesto a
situation | had never seen before. | just wasn't... prepared? | would say this was a kick to my stomach but
seeing | only finished this ten minutes ago, it's still too fresh. This book is disturbing in alearning kind of
way. It left me scared and with huge bruises on my bubble, you know? At the same time | know there are
horrible people out there, it still pains me to read a story like this one. What if someone reads this and
identifies? Just... you know? | would never reread this, but | would never un-read it. It's a strange feeling but
afeeling only Courtney Summers can bring out on me, this amazing writer that keep us hooked from the
start. (didn't | finish thisin one afternoon, after all?) Thisis my third book from her and I'll definitely keep
going, because she makes me feel. And that's one surprising and amazing thing.

“I wonder if, even after all of this, he under stands how fragile good things arein my hands and how
many times they've been taken away from me.”



Tatiana says

As seen on The Readventurer

What amean, ugly, venomous, relentlessly cruel book thisis! | almost developed some ulcer myself just by
being in the main character's head.

The "mean girls' novels are not something that interests me very much in YA lit. Ever since Before | Fal |
feel mildly dissatisfied in how such stories generally unfold. In Before | Fall, for instance, | thought there
was alot of humanizing and excusing of mean girls going on, with not enough of owning up to their actions
and atoning. Some Girls Are is more pleasing in that respect.

Regina, one of the school's meanest mean girls, ends up to be the target of her friends (or frenemies) wrath
and finally tastes her own medicine. The treatment of her isvile, but hey, who cares, she was distributing the
same sort of punishments just afew days ago. She deserves everything that's coming her way, right?

Hm, maybe. | won't lie, seeing an ex-mean girl suffer was pretty awesome. At first. But once you get to
know Regina allittle better, you can't help to fedl horrified for her. And it's not only about the abuse (the
beatings, humiliation, almost rapes) - she gives back almost as much of it as she takes. It's more about her
inner world. Her mind, constantly fixated on fighting back, on guilt, on memories of being a part of agroup
of so-called friends who can sguash you in minutes, on pressures of always hating and being hated. It'san
awful way to think. It's a damaging way to live.

| can't say | enjoyed this novel. Y ou can't enjoy a punch to your gut that thisbook is. But | did appreciateit. |
appreciated that this novel doesn't make excuses for Regina and forces readers to forgive her. There are some
thingsin life that can't be easily forgotten and fixed with an | am sorry. But something more important
happens here - amean girl breaks out of the circle of hate and violence and maybe becomes a dightly more
aware person. She has to continue carrying the burden of her past actions though. No easy fixes here.

may [ says

gosh dammit this book is mean. i feel like the ending was REALLY rushed but hey i can't giveit lessthan 5
stars anyways

book #3 in the buddy and reread CS binge with poop U

im literally incapable to read anything beyond her books atm




Flannery says

[total bitches (hide spoiler)]

M ar ga says

Actual Rating: 4.5/5 stars

THISWAS SO SO GOOD. What a brilliant, emotional and evil novel!

| just.. The ending felt really rushed to me. | was like, THAT WASIT?? | had the same sentiments with ALL
THE RAGE and | wonder if Courtney Summers really write these open-minded conclusions? Can't wait to

read more from her, though! Thanks for the rec, Chelseal

Full review to be posted on the blog.

karen says

some folks...

thiswas my first book for the readventurer challenge. this was catie's recommendation for me, and i really
liked it - yay! i had just finished reading Thisis Not a Test, so i was glad to read another book by this author,
even though this was more of arealistic YA book, and i tend to skew to the dystopian/horror side of the YA
field.

this book is about a girl named reginawho is nearly raped by her best friend/queen bee anna's boyfriend at a
party. they are both part of a super-toxic cligue at the school, untouchably popular, who go out of their way
to destroy the lives of others. because annais so unstable, regina does not mention the assault, but rumors get
out, and she finds herself ostracized and forced into a climate of bullying and intimidation tactics that would
do credit to adictator of asmall country.

bullying is still a serious problem in the high school environment (and here on goodreads - come on girls -
you should love every book unconditionally! think of teh authors!!) and thisis one of those important books
that show that no one isimmune to the terror that bored and clever teenage girls can inflict.

it isnot afun read, there will be plenty of wincing, but is arealy good book to slap into the hands of a
teenager. actions have consequences. maybe not right away, but teen girls are fickle, and anyone can be
made atarget at any point.

these are the hard-partying kids; jeanette lurches up from out of nowhere looking like a guaranteed good
time. strung out. i can never tell when she's over the party; the party's usually all over her. some people have
pointed out that their behavior stretches belief, but i disagree. this sounds exactly like the parties of my high
school experience, even though i went to very few. i didn't drink and i didn't drive, and i preferred hosting
smaller, more intimate, ummm plant-based gatherings in the safety of my own home, where i could control



the atmosphere and the music and could be the good hostess with the making of english-muffin pizzas and
whatnot. no one ever threw up at one of my parties. this makes me either a successful or grossly unsuccessful
hostess, depending on your priorities.but these kids are drinking heavily and popping pills, and coming out of
their haze just long enough to torture each other with the dirt they have acquired , or fabricated, on each
other.

the only thing i didn't like were the seeming inconsistencies of reginas character. i mean, i know that that age
isaperiod of transitions, "i'm aboy and i'm aman" (yeah, i can quote pre-1980 alice cooper lyrics until the
cows come home - try me) but it still bothered me. while i understand how a young girl could be lured into
the popular crowd, and once there, could be compelled to perform acts of cruelty with the mob mentality and
all that, it isthe rest of it that bothers me. she seemsto have two sidesto her: the side that is incredibly

scared and passive, and just takes her punishment, and the side of her that rebels and lashes out with all the
creative cruelty she has learned at the hands of anna, who is a true redheaded sociopath. and she wobbles
between these two impulses, which makes her character unpredictable, and therefore difficult to sympathize
with or get behind. her latent violence is pretty terrifying - this girl could snap at and second.

aquick psathat will probably come back to haunt me: what happened to her at the party, the thing that set off
the chain of events, was bad, but not the worst. alittle self-defense? maybe carry a knife? aknife you know
how to use - don't go into thisal fumbly. al i know isthat a knife saved me from a similar situation when i
was 17.just - be smart, ladies. no one's going to come to your rescue except you.

things that strain my belief:

(view spoiler)

so, i know all that sounds likei didn't like it, but they are just things that made me alittle angry reading this
book. but this book should make you angry. bullying is stupid. my high school was too small to really
contain thiskind of thing, so whenever i read about it, it is like aforeign country to me. but it happens. alot.
and it istruly stupid. stop bullying, dummies!

the end.

Kristi says

Three words: (some girls are) very very mean



| really wish | could write an intellectual, well thought out, comprehensive review, that could do an
exceptional book justice. Because if abook ever deserved that type of review it would be Some Girls Are.

| honestly don’t know how Courtney doesit. How can she write a character that is a bitch, in all essence of
the word.... and make me like her.... feel sorry for her even! | should hate her, hate all that she stands for, for
al those hitches in high school that thought they were.... well that’ s another story for a different day.

That’swho Reginais- abitch, and yet, | empathized with her. | felt sorry for her. | found myself nodding in
agreement, with her conniving plans to get back at the girls that were making her life aliving hell. Who
brainwashed me into feeling thisway... Courtney Summers did, that’ s who. She manipulated me with her
words! She used her amazing talent to deconstruct my view of something that had always been black and
white, bitch and non-bitch and made it... GRAY! How dare you!? Now |I’'m wondering... do bitches have
feelings too....? Do bitches deserve second chances. Do bitches deserve the sweetest guy on the planet?

Speaking of sweetest guys on the planet.... was anyone el se feeling that tension between those two, or was it
just me. I know it couldn’t possibly be just me... but | just wanted to scream..KISSHER ALREADY! | know
you hate her, but give her abig ole’ | hate you kiss!

| really wanted to do intellectual, but it s obviously not happening.

Serioudly though... | can’t say enough good things about this book. Courtney has avery distinct style, and |
really enjoy reading her books. She has great characterization, the plot isjust insane... when you think these

girls couldn’t be more mean, well they can and they Are.

| could not put this book down, and yet.. it was hard to read. | literally picked it up hoping to get afew
chaptersin and ended up reading the whol e thing through.

Theredlistic portrayal of these girlsis absolutely disturbing, in agrossly addicting way. Y ou don’t want to
see what horrible things they do next... yet you do. How isthat possible... am | just a masochist like that?

And here raise my glass... to Courtney Summers... the queen of mean. Not that I'm saying Courtney is
mean, sheisin fact very sweet, but damn, she knows how to write some mean ass girls!

I’m ready for book three, NOW.

Chelsea [ Peril Pleasel]l says

My heartbeat slows to nothing and then, when I'm sure I'm dead, it thumps once. Twice. Three times.
Steady and even. I'm still here. | get to ten beats and then it beats faster-twenty, faster, thirty, faster, forty.
Do something do something do something.

Explosive.
Mind-blowing.
Intense.

Evil.
Awesome.



Just.....just. Wow. And, yaknow, | had never even read a book by this author two weeks ago and now |
like...worship her. Every word has gravity to it. Every sentenceisadlap in the face. Each page is more
shocking than the last. And it's all so damn simple. There's no grand use of metaphors shoved down our
throats and there aren't poetic verses on every other page....no. It's al about the build-up. She builds these
simple, every day moments and builds and builds and builds and then all of a sudden you can't breathe and
you're frantically reading the pages trying to see what happens next and then Boom. It's so fucking simple.
But that's Courtney Summers, I've come to find: She'sthe silent killer.

He'sasbad asme, and Kara'sasbad as me, and I'm as bad as Anna, who killed all the things that
wer e good about me befor e they got the chance to do any good.

| was so excited to write this review and now I'm at aloss for words. How in the world can | do this book
justice? It's not like we've never seen the mean girl act before-petty lies, jealousies, fights, and, ultimately, a
big misunderstanding. But thisis so different. And it doesn't seem like it should be, ya know? We're in this
girl's head, Regind's, and she used to be best friend to the queen bee. What an honor. But then one fateful
night at a party, best friend Anna's scumbag boyfriend decides he wants to get handsy with Regina-violently
handsy. | am going to rape you if you don't say yes, handsy. So when a narrowly avoided escape from a
tragic event becomes a vicious, nasty rumor gone wrong, Regina finds herself on the outside of the fearsome
five....and their newest target.

We'rethekind of popular that parentsliketo pretend doesn't exist so they can seep at night, and
we'rethekind of popular that makes our peersunableto sleep at night.

Think about this amoment, will you? Top of the food chain. Four years of torturing those less than you,
those that are afraid of you when you pass them in the halls...and then reverse that completely. All of a
sudden you're afraid to turn the wrong corner and see the wrong people. Every time you turn around you're
getting pushed down the stairs, locked in closets, your things are getting ruined repeatedly-and you never
know when the prank will go too far and you won't be able to recover from it.

When I'm done, | feel empty, but only for a second. Because | get it; | do. | get why Anna was my best
friend. Why | couldn't be friendswith Liz and why | couldn't save her and why | couldn't eat. Why
Kara hatesme. Why Michael can't bearound me. Karalost theweight. It didn't matter. Same school,
same teacher s, same classmates, same friends. No chance.

| absolutely ADORED this story. It was SO fun to be on the other side of the token, to be on theinside of a
former mean girl's head. We got to see the vicious side of wanting cold, calculated revenge. Sheisn't some
girl they are just now deciding to start hazing, she was actually a part of that group-so she knows all the
tricks....and sheisn't afraid to use them when they shove too hard. And thisiswhat | loved so much: She
wasn't afraid to be a bitch. She wasn't afraid to fight dirty. And | wanted her to. | wanted to see her scrape
and claw and rip their hair out. | became immediately engrossed and invigorated when she would 'push back’
and show those bitches what she's really made of ....she's no delicate flower-that's for certain. | don't know
what that says about me, either.

In high school, you don't get to change. You only get to walk variations of the same lines everyone has
already drawn for you.
So | should just make the best of it.

I think my favorite part of this story, though, was Michael. Everything to do with Michael, | was a mess. Not
only because he was a sudden love interest, though | loved that as well, but because of how the mighty had



fallen. Michael-the new kid from years ago who's reputation she ruined. Michael-the loner who doesn't care
what people think of him. Micheal-the kid who is now an outcast and sits alone at lunch in the back of the
cafeteria. Michael...the only friend she might have.

And | think that's what made this such afinely layered story. Reginawas so mean to others because Anna
TOLD her to be, and now that she's on the outside looking in, she has no one to turn to. It was so beyond
fascinating to be inside her head and to see how she handled being invisible to everyone socially and to be on
the receiving end of vicious rumors and threats. | loved seeing her progression from indifference to fighting
back to utter obsession over what's being said and how she can exact revenge on anyone and everyone that
wrongs her. But, even morethan that, | loved seeing that vulnerable girl who was sensitive and just
wanted a friend.

Hell, | loved Michael. Big shocker there-Summers creates the coolest guys. And Michael didn't make it easy.
| loved that, too. Some days he didn't even let her sit at the table. But here's the kicker-he was always there
for her. He was a silent defender and friend when she was humiliated or hurt in front of the whole school, he
showed up when she needed him most....but he couldn't fully give himself to her. She was cruel, vindictive,
and judgemental without even knowing him, so he wasn't about to fall for her act just because she was
lonely...but what if it wasn't an act at all? What if she really and truly enjoyed his company? And, worst of
all, what would she do when her sudden interest in him explodes in colorful fireworks on the fearsome five's
radar? What would she do to protect him? It nearly tore my heart out of my chest.

Some people will never give up on their lack of belief in you. I'm used to that feeling, but for thefirst
timeever, it hurts.

Lastly, | have to say this: This book was so epic that |. Never. Once. Checked. To see what percentage | was
at. NEVER. It was so engrossing, addicting, and mind-boggling that | didn't even think while | read! |
always check because I'm always ready for the next book I'm going to read. But not this one-My mind was
fully immersed in the story and nothing else mattered. | loved our main character so much it was a visceral,
deep feeling and her life became my life and....well, you get the picture.

Venomous, tortuous, and pulse-pounding, this subtle book sneaks up on you and sinksiit's claws into your
soul. | swear, if you pick this up, you won't be putting it down any time soon-1 started it at lunch on Sunday,
just wanting to get a sneak peek, and | was HOOKED. Dinner plans??? L ets rush 'em, because this book was
all | could think about. The Oscars? Who needs 'em!! | am READING AN EXCELLENT BOOK that has
taken over my body. | don't know why 1'd never read anything by Courtney Summers before, but after Thisis
Not a Test and now this one, | will forever be afan. | can't get enough and | will shove her booksin other
people's faces like a deranged drug pusher from now until the end of time-1've succeeded with afew of my
friends....now onto the rest of them.

For more of my reviews, please visit:
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5 brutal, menacing, tortuous, evil-little-bitch stars

Seriously. | AM SO STOKED AND EXCITED TOWRITE THISREVIEW IT
ROOOOOOOOCKSSS!!! »

(Review tomorrow!!!)

Kristin (KC) - Traveling Sister says

*5 Stars*
| need a Tum.
Because that was some serious high school insanity.

Some Girls Are...mean, and genuinely effed up—and this story is a solid testament to that. But it'salso a
very realistic portrayal of the ugly side of high school, and, more specifically, the vicious cycle of bullying.

I’m gonna go ahead and five-star this book for the simple reason that | could NOT put it down. The
GENIUS writing style is what made this one shine, for me: compelling and raw, edgy and intense--|
swallowed it up whole.

Hallowell High: You're either someone or your not.

Meet Regina: A popular high school senior whose social status entirely plummets after only asingle party.
Regina goes from bully to bullied overnight, as she finds herself walking the footsteps of those she’s hurt in
the past...

And it'saliving nightmare.

Regina’ s pain was so palpable, | could literally taste the bitterness that was spewed upon her, and feel the
sharp sting of rejection from her peers. Her character was flawed, and there were many times | didn't like
her.

But she was also afraid ... so afraid, she allowed the opinions of othersto define her.

| really felt for Regina, and | appreciated the fact that her character didn't improve within a chapter or two,
but instead evolved at a slow, believable pace. | still wouldn't say she's“cured” from all her demons, and
that’ s what brought this story to life ... the fact that its occurrences mimicked “life”, and tended to stray from
thetypical fictional YA-formula



It's not very often an author can throw out terms such as “we're the kind of popular that makes our peers
unableto sleep at night” , and not elicit adramatic eyerall...

BUT, this story is written in such away where you can tell the author gets it. She knows how ridiculous and
dangerous this behavior is, and yet she makes no excuses. She’ s not afraid to embarrass her heroine; not
hesitant to put her in the wrong. It never felt like we were getting a“prettied” up version for the sake of a
morally-sound story. We don’'t have to admire this narrator, but we' re damn sure gonna get arealistic
portrayal of her shortcomings...and | really loved that.

He came here quiet — not shy, but removed, aboveit all. Like he just didn't care about us.

The romancein this story is gentle and young, but its value touched me. Michael is alonely outcast who has
been thoroughly drenched in false accusations. He hates the girl who sparked these lies—Regina. But as
these two form an unlikely relationship, Reginafinds there' salot to learn about herself in the process.

I'n high school, you don’t get to change. You only get to walk variations of the same lines
everyone has already drawn for you.

I can see why some readers may have been left unsatisfied with this story’s ending, but | thought it was
perfect! I'm astrong believer in less-is-more, and | find that an overkill ending tends to weaken the story’s
power.

In this case, | was given enough finality to feel the story was complete, but was still left to wonder about the
characters alittle--and that’ s what keeps me in their world.

A captivating read!

Book Stats:

? Genre/Category: Young Adult

? Romance: Y oung, complicated love

? Characters. Cameto life. Flawed and unpredictable.

? Plot: Bully turnsto *bullied* overnight and experiences a harsh reality.
? Writing: Phenomenal. Polished. Redlistic dialogue.

? POV: 1st Person: Heroine

? Cliffhanger: None. Standalone

Trudi says

Elaine: (on boys giving wedgies) Boys are sick.
Jerry: What do girls do?
Elaine: We just tease someone 'til they develop an eating disorder.~Seinfeld

There can be something so vicious and primal about the way young women torment and bully each other. It's
tribal and unrelenting and it disturbs me to my very core because | have three young nieces, one of who ison



the cusp of tweendom. And right now | can't decide what would be worse - to have them grow up to be the
bullies? Or the bullied?

All | can think of to do isto support their parentsin any way | can, and stand vigilant to all warning signs
and distress signals of it going either way (and pray that they will each find a neutral safety zone that falls
outside the worst of the predator/prey relationships they are sure to confront).

Meet Regina Afton. Sheis at the very top of her high school's food chain, orchestrating feeding frenzies and
character nations on awhim. But all that's about to change when after a drunken party it gets out that
Regina had sex with her best friend's boyfriend. It doesn't matter that thisisalie. It doesn't matter that the
boyfriend in fact tried to rape Regina. All that mattersiswhat her "friends" are willing to believe.

Suddenly, Reginais enemy number one, being targeted as "dut" and "whore" in aruthless, protracted
campaign that only gets worse with each passing day. Summers paints a brutish portrait of the redlities of
bullying that left me squirming and feeling sick to my stomach.

Point of note: thisis hardcore realistic fiction. There are no punches pulled here. If you are sensitive in any
way to teen profanity, sexual content, alcohol consumption or drug abuse, then this book is probably not for
you. However, if you are seeking out a well-written, emotional, honest book about the dark side of bullying
amongst girls, then please read this. Then after you read it, recommend it to all the young women that you
know.

For sure this book is dark. For sure there are scenes that are very difficult to read. However, as Reginafights
for her survival, there is aso hope and humor as she moves closer to uncovering her greatest strengths (and

weaknesses).

Courtney Summers is an author to watch.

Deanna says

2.5 Stardl

| came across this book the other day while browsing Audible. The description caught my eye and before |
knew it, | had pressed that button and it was ready to go.

I was pulled in immediately. From the description, | knew it was going to involve alot of bullying, but |
don’t think | realized just how much it would affect me.

Regina Afton was once a part of the “ Fearsome Fivesome”. However, an incident at a high school party
changes everything for Regina. At school the following Monday morning not only is she shunned from the
group, she becomes the sole target of their hatred along with some of the other students. Students Regina
herself hadn’t been very kind too. In fact, she’ d been downright vicious to some of them. Shetriesto explain
herself but no one will listen and the bullying goes from bad to worse. Some people think sheisfinally
getting what she deserves.

Thiswas one of the first times | used “chipmunk speed” as what was happening was really starting to get to
me but | couldn’t stop listening. | would love to think these things don't happen but | know this stuff goes



on....so | stuck it out. I've read some pretty violent books over the years and it’ s not like this one was
extremely violent (although there were afew difficult scenes) but the emotional torment was just so hard to
take... it was brutal. | really didn’t fedl like there was any downtime... time to come up for air.

The book definitely kept me engaged. I’ m trying not to give anything away so | apologize for being vague,
but it was very overwhelming for me. However, there was no way | was going to stop reading... | HAD to
know how things would play out. And then after another really intense scene ...it just ends. Which in one
way | think is good because not everything in life iswrapped up in a pretty bow. But on the other hand, it
wasjust like.... that'sit?

The book iswell-written and | do see what the author was trying to get across... and there can never be too
much awareness of these issues. However, for me, it was so overwhelming. But I’ ve seen many positive
reviews from readers who thought it was a great read...so | think it'sacase of “it’s not you, it'sme”.

Aj the Ravenous Reader says

Courtney Summers sure doesn’t waste her time. When she writes stories, she means business and she’ s all
about the serious dirty business, I'm telling you. Some Girls Are for meis her darkest, grittiest novel yet,
even scarier than her zombie duology.

Some Girls Areisastory of girl who was once a part of the “Fearsome Fivesome” composed of girlswho
are so mean and so effed up, they scared the crap out of me. | couldn’t imagine what it would be like in the
shoes of Reginawho gets kicked out of this elite group because of a horrible experience twisted and
manipulated into something untrue. Now the bully becomes the bullied as Regina now becomes the main
subject of the school’s elite gang’ s evil schemes.

My heart was beating so hard from page one because despite Regina s flawed character, she still earned my
empathy and | was worried for her every day she went to school. | was cheering for her on her attemptsto
retaliate and many times | felt this twisted and creepy sort of satisfaction when she gets even.

I’m just not too happy about the ending. I’'m sure the author is simply trying to keep it real and | get that
storieslike this don't end in happily ever afters but | just wish there were better resolutions on the gazillion
conflictsin the story but specifically on this very seriousissue which | thought wasn’t very well addressed.
But | guessthe story isjust trying to align its conclusion to the main theme of the story. Some girls are mean,
some girls are effed up and some girls are practically evil, nothing one can do about it. *sighs*

Catie says

Wow. Well, | can't say that this was enjoyable. It made me feel uncomfortable, disgusted, and horrified. The
ending, while maybe a bit hopeful, was pretty bleak. But still | say, Wow. Thisis an extremely unflinching,
harsh look at the twisted dynamics of teenage girl “friendship,” and a much more comprehensive picture of
the mean-girl psyche than other one-note portrayals I’ ve seen.

Regina Afton is the betato Anna Morrison’s alphain Hallowell High. She’ s been the messenger, the
lookout, the tormentor, the bully. She's ruined the socia lives of friends and enemies alike, all on the whim



of Anna. But when she finds herself the subject of vicious rumors, Anna cuts her out, and she becomes the
target.

It would have been easy to paint Regina as the unwitting accomplice, or the mean girl with a squishy soft
heart of gold trapped inside, but the author never lets that happen. She challenges the reader with Regina's
rage, her spines, and her cowardice. Reginais a damaged girl, who really doesn’t know how to deal with her
tormentors except through violence and revenge. 1t would also have been easy to write off Reginaasa
complete bitch, unworthy of sympathy, but that never happens either. Thisis a story about guilt and
forgiveness, and about coming to terms with the ugly things that you have done.

It was extremely hard to watch Reginafall right into Anna’s hands, to be outwitted time and again. But it
was her lack of flair that also gave me hope for her. I'm not sure that | believed, at the end, that Reginawas
going to be okay, or that the romance was even a healthy one. This book never takes the easy road; there’' s no
neat and pretty ending for these characters. | really respect Ms. Summers for writing it that way. It ringstrue,
however difficult it isto read.

Perfect Musical Pairing

Taylor Swift —Mean

| fedl like thisis exactly how mean girls are typicaly portrayed: oversimplified characters who exist to be
torn down for everyone's enjoyment (and what does that say about us?). So, thisisn’t a pairing that fits right
aongside its book; it's more like a contrast pairing. Listening to this song just makes me realize how
complex and thought-provoking Some Girls Arereally is. Thissong, in al its simplicity, makes me like the
book even more, and | say that that makes it about perfect.

Also seen on The Readventurer.

Emily May says

I'll get the small amount of negative out of the way first. This book was faultless right up until the very last
minute where | felt the ending was pulled together rather hurriedly and just ended up being quite a weak
conclusion to adeeply emotional and, at times, horrifying novel. It's the only bad thing | have to say about
this book and | was still |eft feeling certain that | would read Cracked Up to Be and Fall for Anything.

The story in many ways reminded me alot of Speak. Both novels were written excellently with characters
you could relate to and believe in; and they also both dealt with fal se accusations and the ostracisation of a
girl by her friends and high school classmates. Speak is very specifically about agirl afraid to talk about her
ordeal, and the tagline to Some Girls Are is " Sometimesit's better to keep your mouth shut”, so the themes
are similar. What was different was that where the protagonist of Speak became an outcast, Regina from this
book was completely destroyed by a series of horrendous physical and mental attacks by those she had
previously considered friends.

It was amuch more dramatic story than Speak which gave it the edge to make it that much better a book. |
was completely unable to stop reading, | cared deeply about Regina and what the outcome of al this bullying



would be for her. | also adored Michael, | didn't foresee him becoming such alovable character but he
continually surprised me.

I don't know whether this book is a particularly accurate representation of relationships and fall-outsin high
schooal... | had some awful experience with bullying but | can honestly say | don't ever recall there being
anything of this calibre. Then again, maybe | chose not to see this kind of thing. Either way, the book was so
full of raw emotion and sadness and forgiveness. It's about the importance of learning to say sorry. Don't
mistake this for another cheesy high school drama- it is so so much more!




