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"A massive brain trauma robbed fashionable young Louise of the shallow currency she'd banked on all her
life, and the resulting struggle is a page-turner in which a person's very soul deepens before your eyes.
Louise: Amended rewards a reader's time—a must read."—Mary Karr
A beautiful young woman from Kansas is about to embark on the life of her dreams—California! Glossy
journalism! French boyfriend!—only to suffer a brain bleed that collapses the right side of her body, leaving
her with double vision, facial paralysis, and a dragging foot. An unflinching, wise, and darkly funny portrait
of sudden disability and painstaking recovery, the memoir presents not only Louise's perspective, but also
the reaction of her loved ones—we see, in fictional interludes, what it must have been like for Louise's
boyfriend to bathe her, or for her mother to apply lipstick to her nearly immobile mouth. Challenging the
notion that one person's tragedy is a single person's story, Louise: Amended depicts a dismantling—and
rebirth—of an entire family.
At age twenty-two, Louise Krug suffered a brain bleed and underwent an emergency craniotomy that
disrupted her ability to walk, see, and move half her face. Now, six years later, Louise has astounded doctors
and loved ones by recovering not only much of her vision and mobility, but a ferocious spirit and enviable
grace. She currently lives with her husband Nick and daughter Olive in Lawrence, Kansas, where she's a
PhD candidate and teacher.
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From Reader Review Louise: Amended for online ebook

Joann(san diego shutterbug) says

First read giveaway winner.
this book was a very easy read it was very inspirational. She goes from a newspaper reporter of sorts to this
woman who has to rebuild her phsyical life. She basically had to learn basic things all over again. You could
tell by the way the author wrote it, that she went through a major bout with depression. She showed us how
something that changed her life forever ended up working in her favor. She met a great guy that looked
beyond her lack of physical abilities and showed her that he wasnt lying to her when when he said she
looked beautiful. He saw what was inside. her family showed her they were never going to leave her side for
one min. She made her disabilites into abilities. great book to share to inspire people to prove them they can
do something if they really wanted to. great book. would read it again.

Laura says

*Goodreads First-to-Read Winner Copy of the Uncorrected Proof*

It is times like this that I really wish Goodreads had a half-star option, because I'd really like to give this
book 3.5 stars.

Louise: Amended is the memoir of Louise Krug, who at the age of 22 suffered a brain bleed, or a cavernous
angioma. The blood put pressure on her brain stem, which caused her to have difficulty with some motor
functions, as well as facial paralysis and double vision.

While it is billed as a memoir, Louise: Amended does have a certain amount of fiction to it, as the author
writes from the point of view of all her family members. This constantly shifting point of view was what
really didn't work for me about this book. I like stark prose, but the writing was so stark it leaned towards
superficial. Louise gives us her own story, using first person pronouns, and then suddenly we're thrown into
her mother or boyfriend in the third person. While not confusing, the shifts were obvious since she uses the
character's first name at the beginning of almost every sentence about them, it was jarring to say the least and
I just couldn't get into it.

Since the point of view shifted so much, it was hard to really build a relationship with any of the characters.
Louise is self-admittedly shallow at the beginning, yet by the end I didn't really feel she had come all that far.
More than half the book is about her bemoaning the state of her life and the loss of her looks and boyfriend.
This might have been interesting coming from her and hearing her internal thoughts on it, but all of this is
seen by other people and I found myself just as frustrated with her as they were. Things finally perk up for
her when she meets her husband, yet we see very little of him and the book ends without developing him
much at all.

For a memoir about struggling with sudden physical limitations, there is very little material about her
recovery process. This aspect was not the main focus of the book, but I thought a little more wouldn't have
hurt.

Overall, I like the concept of this book. Trying to show how tragedy impacts the entire family and not just



the individual is a difficult feat. In the end though, it just didn't fully work for me. Somewhere between the
constantly shifting focus and the numerous mentions of how young and pretty and blonde she used to be,
Louise just didn't quite manage to reel me in.

Emily says

~3.5
A quick and interesting read. The back and forth between 1st/2nd/3rd person was odd but I think a good
choice because you got to see everyone's point of view on her life. Yeah the author seemed like an asshole
but it doesn't take away from what was going on with her and knowing that she's at least in recovery and still
progressing is a good thing to see because honestly let's be real we all would be assholes if this happened to
us too so I can't fault her for having problems. I wish her success.

Megan Wohler says

I too have experienced a brain condition upset and had surgery for each mass. I met Louise locally and after
meeting her decided to read her story. I'm too writing my story/testimony. I considered writing in her style of
writing from different 'character's' perspectives, but I don't think I could appropriately explain how someone
else must have felt in response to my circumstance. A few times I threw my book across the room because I
think having gone to my surgeon and hospital she would have had a much better experience and better
results. I'm glad she recorded and shared her story. Although mine will be longer, I hope that my book is
received just as well. :)

Helen Crow says

The author is my friend and neighbor, so I felt a duty to read her book. I fell in love with her Amazon
author's page video, but I let the book sit on my bedside table for a year before I finally started reading. I
thought it would be depressing. I was so wrong!

My review for Amazon:
AGAINST ALL ODDS, I WAS CHARMED BY THIS STORY.
It is a very skilled author, indeed, who can tell a tale of ongoing difficulties — some dreary, some horrifying
— in a way that made me look forward to getting back to this book to read more and more. Somehow, it isn’t
sad. That’s magic in the hands of a master. Tough stuff is balanced in perfect measure with lighter points and
with frank perspectives from multiple points of view. Forthright and fair, the author gives herself no breaks. I
admire that. The book is utterly “readable” with interesting and inspiring points made in short vignettes. I
loved that style for this story. I appreciated being given moments to take a breath between points and
perspectives, time to absorb, time to think. I loved (love) the book so much that I thought of reading it again
right away, but instead I came back to Amazon to look for more by this author.

It is satisfying to note that I am not alone. Publishers Weekly named Louise's dear book one of the 20 Best
Nonfiction Books of 2012: https://best-books.publishersweekly.c...



Cassandra Carico says

Imagine that you wake up one day, go on about your usual business, but then you are struck with a
debilitating brain condition. One half of your body goes numb, and you are unable to use it. That is what
happened to the author of this story, Louise Krug.

Krug is able to take the perspective of the characters mostly closely involved in her life during the onset of
this tragic brain condition. She writes each segment from one of these people’s perspectives: hers, her
boyfriend, mom, dad, or brother. Each person tells of how the onset, surgery, and recovery effect them. They
tell of guilt, sadness, hope, and a myriad of other emotions.

Switching between so many characters, one might guess this would be a difficult book to follow. However,
the author is able to do this in an effective matter without causing confusion. In fact, this book is a truly easy
and quick read, though the topic is less that simple.

Sharon Jones says

This is a sad tale of an illness that robs a beautiful young girl of the one thing that seems to matter to her
most: her looks. It tears apart her life and she is left to deal with facing life as a much different person.
It gives the views of several people, including the main character, on her recovery which is a long hard road.
I don't believe anyone could know what they would do in these circumstances and even though I thought the
girl was a little too self-centered, she was young and had everything going from her. She was robbed of this
and was very, very bitter. I can see why she was bitter and the intense physical therapy and operations she
had to endure would challenge any of us.
It was depressing to read this book because of the suffering she was going through but I think it also gives
the reader some insight to how difficult the challenges are for people who become disabled and the intense
fight they have to enter into even for a smile!
The writing did not flow smoothly and was quite jerky at times but this, too, helped see the fight in clarity
and without a lot of words.

Joanne Clarke Gunter says

I liked the story of this short memoir fine, another of the many memoirs about brain injury and the extreme
difficulties in recovering from it, plus we get the uncaring and distant boyfriend in this one. But writing in
the third person never works because it is annoying and childish. Much of this book is written in the third
person as in: "Louise eats slowly, moving the leaves to her mouth with her one good hand, not talking,
concentrating." Louise is the author of this book (the leaves are artichoke leaves)and there are many many
sentences stating Louise does this and Louise does that. The author also frequently uses the same writing
style when discussing her mother (Janet) and father (Warner). This is annoying. Thankfully, the book is very
short.



Catherine Eves says

One of the more beautiful looking books I've read, the designer did an incredible job incorporating the
certain "yellowness" of this story. More like a novella, this memoir can be read quickly because the story so
interesting, the writing smart and lucid.

Louise fails to acknowledge her privilege, however, and I feel bad for saying that, but I think it's an
important point. It is ultimately off-putting. Louise can be self-centered and unreasonable, understandably so,
but therefore mostly unlikeable. I get that though, how can others like you if you don't like yourself?

Fernando Pérez Pérez says

It's good if you are particularly interested in that kind of story: struggling to get better from an illness. The
writing is decent, but you need good writing or a sharp approach to make most kind of topics interesting. I'm
glad she managed to get better, but if you are interested in brain damage and memoir or autobiographical
fiction, go for Jose Cardoso Pires (great Portuguese writer, also translated into Spanish, not yet into English)
De Profundis, for instance. That's a very good book on the topic.

Story of Choice says

I read Louise: Amended in one swift sitting. Brief chapters keep Krug's story moving and provide her
narrative with an appropriate sense of fragmentation. The author serves her text with shifts in perspective:
first-person voice conveys self-consciousness and control while third-person alludes to dissociation and
helplessness. The initial switch confused me, but formatting absent in the uncorrected proof may provide the
finished publication with transition. Overall, the author's mostly natural voice and consistent pacing do
justice to her dramatic experience, making Louise: Amended a quick, gratifying read.

Lori says

I won this book on Good reads giveaways. a good read about Louise who had to have a craniotomy after a
massive brain injury. she is left paralyzed on the left side of her face and part of her body. it is a very long
time recuperating. a very frustrating road to recovery.won't give away anymore plot. but give this lady a
cheer for her honest account of her journey after brain surgery. a brave lady.

Laura Dalton Wilson says

At times, every single person on this book annoyed me and angered me. Except for Nick. So great to know
there are genuine loving people out there. I cannot imagine what Louise went through, God bless her.



Jessica Bang says

(I got this as a First Reads book.)

As much as I admired the content of the memoir and the author's strength and perseverance, I didn't really
like how the book was written. The book jumped from first-person to third-person, and although I was fine
with the first-person parts, I felt awkward with really believing the parts where the book was in third-person
because I suddenly felt like I was reading fiction.

I was however very glad with the author's courage to share her personal story, and I was very, very happy
that she was able to find Nick, and continue life with a positive outlook and a beautiful family. The memoir
was definitely not emotionally riveting, but it was very real. The author chronicles her tough times in a
straightforward and honest way, that although you may initially pity her, you will end up respecting her.

Tory says

This awkwardly jumps back and forth from first-person to third-person speculation, and Louise was not
really a very likeable person overall. It took her so long to stop moping around and finally get on with her
life, and then the book ended without enough redemption. She finally gets rid of her terrible boyfriend and
then moans about missing him, even though he was a POS. Then when her future husband shows up,
AGAIN the book just ends.


