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From Reader Review Ender's Shadow: Command School for online
ebook

Melanie Winter says

| read this because we started watching Ender's Game while at Kelly & Matt's. We didn't finish the movie
but I liked what | saw. While perusing some audio books at the library for my car trip to SC | found this and
thought it might be good. | started the trip with aromance, couldn't stand it, and then started the audio for
thisone and it was great. They had a cast of voices and each person who read the book was fantastic. It really
passed the time quickly as | drove. Once | got home | continued reading on my e-book (which Mary had just
given me, coincidentally, with a bunch of other e-books). | liked this book, and actually think | liked it better
as audio than to read.

StoryTeller Shannon says

This tale focuses on one of Ender's eventual lieutenants, Bean, who grows up in the slums and is eventually
singled out for his brilliant mind at an incredibly young age. Bean takes a non traditional approach to dealing
with the dums as well as Battle Schooal.

It's anice angle on Bean which wasn't covered in the first Orson Scott Card novel. The artwork is grittier
especially in the slum sections of the tale.

The script was by Mike Carey with a number of artists including Sebastian Fiumana and Giulia Brusco.
Orson Scott Card was the Creative and Executive Director for this project.

CHARACTERS/DIALOGUE: B plusto A minus; STORY/PLOTTING: B; ARTWORK
PRESENTATION: B; BEAN FOCUS: B plus; WHEN READ: early August 2012; OVERALL
GRADE: B toB plus.

C. Bellasays

This book is excelent,wonderfull and engaging

Rocky Sunico says

Still an interesting visual interpretation of the book. Not perfectly happy with how they recreated the battles,
but it works | suppose. Still nice how they made sure to include alot of dialog from the original book.

| did like the art a bit more now compared to Battle School even though it was the same artist. The
representation of Ender here was much closer to how | imagined him compared to Ender's Game Battle
School and Command School.



Magila says

Another solid installment. There were afew nice connections between this comic and the Ender's Game
comics, but there were also afew elements of the plot that went underdevel oped. That's my major ding.

| really enjoyed the end of this book, and hope that Marvel decides to pursue the rest of the Shadow series.
The story arch would lend itself to agraphic novel adaptation. 1'd definitely pick up any additional ones that
are created.

*xx%x Just remember if you read this without reading the book that it models the storyline (containing the
second half) and it is therefore a short, picture-laden spoiler!

Victoria says

That was fun! Ender's Shadow might be my favourite book of the two series, and it was neat to see it
recreated in graphic novel format.

That said, I'm not sure this second volume translates as well as the first,

Ender's Shadow: Battle School. Too many characters, too many plot threads, and where it was still easy to
follow in volume 1, I'm not convinced that this one would be clear to someone who hadn't already read the
novel(s).

Jonathan Dor sey says

Jonathan Dorsey

Period 4

4/13/14

Review of Ender’s Shadow: Command School

The graphic novel Ender’s Shadow: Command School (written by Orson Scott Card) is a science fiction
graphic novel taking place in the near future, perhaps 100 years from now. In this society, Earth was attacked
by aliens called “Formics’ and humans barely managed to repel their attacks and defend Earth. In order to
stop another invasion, the government formed “battle schools’ that taught gifted kids how to strategize and
fight. Ender’s Shadow takes place partially in battle school and partially in the next step up to battle school,
or command school, focusing the story around an extremely intelligent kid named Bean. Asthetitle
suggests, Bean isin “Ender’s shadow,” as Ender isthe older and more famous prodigy that battle school
produced. This novel revolves around the conflict as Bean tries to adapt to hisinferior role and learn to fight
the Formics alongside Ender.

Ender’ s Shadow: Command School is an unique novel that is noteworthy for being the sequel to the
infamous Ender’ s Game because Ender’ s Shadow follows the same plot as its predecessor, only from a
different point of view.

Ender’ s Shadow: Command School withholds the good reputation that Ender’s Game set in place. Ender’s
Game set the standard quite high, and its sequel was performed to par. For example, Ender’ s Shadow



elaborates on the conflict that its predecessor first put into place. Towards the beginning of the novel, when
Beanisoriginally assigned to Ender’s army, it reads, “ ‘Knowing what to do with the soldiersin your
command is easy. It's getting them to do it that’s hard. Why should any soldier want to follow alittle
pinprick like you?” Thiswas Ender’s response to Bean asking to command atoon of soldiersin Ender’s
army. Ender and Bean are the two smartest studentsin battle school, and both were assigned to the same
army. However, despite his younger age, Bean is the smarter student, but Ender is the better commander.
Each has conflicting ideas about what course of action isright, yet Ender always comes out on top dueto his
favor among the other students. In this case, Ender embarrassed Bean in front of their whole army in order to
maintain control over the little rebel that was Bean. Also, Ender’ s Shadow has the breathtaking plot twists
that its predecessor had, such as when we find out that the simulations command school runs weren't
actually simulations, but real-time fighting. Bean realizes this towards the end of the novel when he says, “

Y ou gave yourself away, Colonel. When the ships respond to our ordersin the simulator. There’' s no time
lag.’ ” Thiswholetime, Ender’s army thought they were just preparing for the war when in reality they were
fighting the Formics with real soldiers, light years away. However, Bean is the only student who realized this
at thetime.

Just as Ender’ s Shadow conform to the intricate plot Ender’s Game set in place, so does it withhold the
standard of art that Ender’s Game first showed. For example, when Bean isin command school in Ender’s
army once again, they have to run simulations to prepare themselves for the eventual war with the Formics.
These simulations depict possible battles that could occur with the Formics. During one of these simulations,
the artists use a unique style of drawing that | have rarely seen before in graphic novels. In order to represent
the tight situations that the army isin, they draw panelsinside of panels, with frames of dark tones to convey
the stressful situation. The simulation itself shows a grid superimposed onto a purple and black background
designed to represent outer space. Asthe novel putsit, “ * The simulators allow you to deploy virtual fleets by
means of verbal commands or text imput. The computers will enact any maneuvers you ask for.” ”Each
student in the army has a holographic screen from which they command their "virtual” troops). In order to
depict such a high tech area, the artists also use complicated architecture that shows layers upon layers of
purple control floors, from which the students operate. The command schooal itself islocated on an asteroid
called Eros. Inside Eros is a network of alien architecture (asis used to be a Formic base).

In conclusion, | do recommend that you read this book because the combination of intricate plot twists and
artistic elements make this graphic novel unlike any other | have read before.

**Ender’ s Shadow: Command School does not have page numbers**

Rob says

| really love this graphic novel, The art and the story made this awesome book come alive, Thisis a Good
Read. P.S. If you have not ever read a comic book This entire "enderverse" series would be a great place to
try one. Books are great but sometimes comics are fun too, You seein aglance at a picture what may take
the author pages to describe, Comic move right in to the story. They are the next best thing to seeing your
favorite books on the big screen. Y es some stuff gets edited out but redlly if it was al the same we would not
be addicted to reading the book. Give your self atreat check out a Graphic novel every now and then.




Katy says

| personally loved Bean ever since Ender's Game. And this book really, "grows" the character, to wherein
the first book, you really didn't think of him asimportant as he really is. But, because of this book, it shows
the reader of how important thislittle boy is.

Quinton Baran says

A fitting conclusion to the complementary book Ender's Shadow. The art and style of the characters was
immersive and enjoyable. The devel oping relationships between the main charactersis also great.

fennie says

another great installment in this series - i really can't wait to get my hands on the next one. i do wonder if the
writers/artists will be able to pull it off since what isto come isn't as exciting as what happened in battle and
command school.

sincei read this right after reading 'ender's game: command school’, i noticed immediately that the artwork
was grittier, which transates well with the gist of the story. bean's story has a rawness to it because of his
background; heis brilliant, but he has much to prove because he is so small and it takes awhile for peopleto
truly respect him. ender's game is more about action and loneliness while bean's story has a horror to it,
especially when it comesto achilles and his daysin rotterdam. i also have an added level of respect for bean
because he doesn't spill the beans (no pun intended) about the game/war being real to the other commanders
- he'sonly delaying the inevitable, but at least while they're battling, they don't have it on their consciences
like he does.

i didn't remember alot that happened with sister carlotta and figuring out that he was nikolai's brother, but i
loved reading it in this format. when the book comesto aclosei really do want a happy ending for bean and
the delphiki family, even though i know there's more dramathat will ensue.

Jimmy Corvan says

Best comic of the series, thusfar. For the fist time, the addition of art really added to the story as Fiumara's
beautifully portrayed the 'ssmulator’ in Command School. Actually seeing what Card had in mind while
writing about Command School was certainly atreat!

OneFutureLibrarian says

Thisisthe graphic novel adaptation of abook that tells a story that's parallel to the second half of Ender's
Game (anovel) or Ender's Game, Volume 2: Command School (agraphic novel). It istold from the
perspective of one of Ender's lieutenants, Bean.



And because of the way that this book (and the one that came before it, Ender's Shadow: Battle School) casts
light to certain aspects of the "main" story of Ender, | would suggest you not read these Shadow-books
before reading the complete story arc of Ender's Game (a book) or both Ender's Game, Volume 1: Battle
School and Ender's Game, Volume 2: Command School (graphic novels).

Also, becauseit is hard to think of these two books as separate stories, rather than parts of a bigger story, I'll
write the same thing for both of the books. And unlike Ender's Game, | haven't read the Ender's Shadow
novel (s) and therefore have nothing to compare the stories with, other than that of Ender's Game itself.
Weéll, then, to the actual review. | liked to read the story from another perspective, (view spoiler)

| aso liked to know more about Bean's past and how he got to the Battle School. (view spoiler)

Now, the reveal in Command School of what Bean realises before anyone else would work better if it hadn't
been "spoiled” already by having read the Ender's Game, but it is still an interesting read and (view spoiler)

In any case, if you like the Ender universe, thisis definitely worth reading. Just not before completing the
Ender's game first.

Austin says

Great art, atruly satisfying compliment to the Ender's game novel series. | downloaded these to my ipad, and
it was almost exactly how | had envisioned the settings and people in my head. The covers of these books
dont do them justice, the art inside is much, much better, in my opinion. | was very excited by this series, as
Ender's Game and Speaker for the Dead have been some of my absolute favorite stories for years now. Bean
isaBAD ASS!

47Time says

The events seen in Ender's Command School series are seen with focus on Bean, the one who is considered
Ender's alternative, and the teacher's thoughts and teaching methods. This offers brand new perspectives on
the story and more insight into what determined the teacher's to act the way they do.

Bean goes through many hardships and challenges while in Ender's Dragon Army, but each one improves
him as a soldier and then aleader. The sister who cared for him finds that he has a brother in battle school.
They were aready getting along very well. Achilles gets assigned to Bean's army and still holds a grudge

against Bean. Bean forces him to confess to his murders before being sent to command school.

More challenges await in command school, but the virtual reunion with Ender astheir |eader raises their
spirits. (view spoiler)




