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Mac D knows the score. He's not ashamed of being gay, it would just make his professional situation
complicated. Aslong as amajor league hockey career is still a possibility, he'll play along with their "Don't
Ask, Don't Tell" policy and ignore the homophobic hazing ritual s passed off as team bonding.

He doesn't look at his teammates, doesn't allow himself to even consider an attraction. Ever. But when a
trade brings anew player with a bad reputation to his AAA minor league team, Mac realizes that his
curiosity may get the better of him after all.
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V says

HFN, HEA ?
So, what happened next??

Nik says

I don't know what this book is about but I'm planning on reading it for the title alone.

Jeff Erno says

Thisisashort story about two professional minor-league hockey players who both happen to be gay and by
coincidence end up as roommates. Although it seems obvious to Mac that Fritzy and he are attracted to each
other, Mac is determined to keep their relationship platonic and professional. When the couple finally find
themselves alone together, Fritzy propositions Mac, and they do the nasty.

I'm al for fun, no-strings-attached erotica. | like hot, steamy sex scenes. | like masculine men. Blah blah
blah. But what really annoyed the hell out of me about this story is the way the author had to add so many
jibes about gay guys who didn't happen to be masculine jocks, insinuating that they are in some way inferior.

At one point in the story the author states, "The gay boys he had encountered before Fritzy seemed like a
different species. They were fae and cliche, totally embracing the cultural identity they were told came along
with sexual preference.”

SERIOUSLY !

Excuse me, but nobody gave me an instruction manual on the requirements of being afag. | didn't play with
Barbie dolls as akid and sing show tunes as a teenager because society taught me to do so. | wasn't recruited
into the homosexual lifestyle. | am who | am, whether some jock with two brain cellslikesit or not.

That kind of blatant heterosexism really annoyed me. The writing was actually quite good, and the sex was
hot, but that attitude and underlying (well, actually not underlying--more like blatant)condescension toward
gay guyswho aren't masculine enough, really peeved me, and it made it very difficult for meto even go on
reading the story. Had it not been so short, | know I'd have never finished it.

Gigi says

| read this one because it was the short pre-quel to How to Quit Playing Hockey, Fritz and Mac's meeting.



Shelby P says

| decided to read this book solely based on the title. With atitle like that | was expecting smutty goodness
but was disappointed. Thetitle sucked assin abig way. Yesthereis cock in the book but it wasn't very good
cock.

| didn't like Mac and | was surprised that he was an anal virgin asit was put in the book. | didn't like the
name Fritzy either. Did this get me excited to read the guys full story? Nope. Who gives bad cock a second
chance?

Arthur says

4.5 stars

It'sanice, sweet book. Mac is not virgin to girls but he isto man. Simply because he's never met anyone he
likes. HE's not into clubbing, musical, or other things that young gay men 'suppose' to like. He's very much
into sport, particularly hockey. So, when he meet Fritz, he's happy and scared at the same time.

| love reading a book when gay man choose to be different from other gay men. No, | don't talk about being
feminine/masculine type. I'm talking about their behaviors. Sometimes we get into the idea that gay men
should behave this way or that way, at the same time when we look down upon 'societal norms'--without
realizing that we're falling into a same trap.

Would be much better if there's epilogue or another chapter about how they deal with other team members.
Perhaps a sequel ?

Fangtasia says

Good effort at building the characters, they come across as real and no-nonsense. The setting for themis
good, too, and about what you would expect for such a violent sport.

Though | did like both Mac and Fritzy and could empathize with their behavior, it still left me feeling a bit
hollow. Theway it all played out felt coerced in some way. Mind you, the sex was 'out of thisworld' hot, and
I chuckled atime or two at their competitiveness. Then the end was so unexpected and pulled me up short

right as | was getting into the story.

It did not help that every time | read "Fritzy" on the page, in my mind | kept hearing Joan Cusack's voice
calling for "Festy" in the Addams Family Values movie.

Still, ashort, sweet, sometimes funny read. And it's free!

Thetitle? No idea why, except to make sure everyone into M/M read it.



Chrissays

3.5 stars. Good short m/m story about a deeply closeted minor league hockey player who survives by
keeping his head down and blending in... until the new guy on the team hits on him. With a bit more proofing
and aless abrupt ending, this would have been a 4.5 star read.

Reread: | should've refreshed my memory and reread this before reading How To Quit Playing Hockey ...

JustJen " Miss Conduct" says

| loved this story! 4 1/2 stars. There were afew typos, but, overall, it was very well written. Asif hockey
players weren't hot enough! | loved the build up and banter between Fritzy and Mac and could easily picture
these guys together. | didn't like the rather abrupt ending, however. | really wished it were longer.

Hannah says

| picked up this short freebie mostly for the title, but | ended up enjoying it more than | expected. IsaK.'s
writing is smart and funny and has anice flow to it. | just wish the editing were a bit better. Most of the
editing problems are just minor typos, but there are alot of them. There is one instance where the author
wrote "preference,” when | can only assume from the context she meant "preface." Editing issues aside, the
whole story isworth reading for this one sentence:

Someone had told him once that homophobia was just believing that gay men were going to
treat you the way you treated women.

That made me want to stand up and cheer. It's so true.

Anyway, the story isvery simple. Closeted gay hockey player meets closeted gay hockey player, and they
get it on. A few reviewers have said the ending was too abrupt, but | actually thought it fit the tone of the
story well. | don't feel the need to know exactly what happens next. They're big boys; they'll figure it out.

Bubbles Hunty Honest & Direct Opinions says

A very enjoyable free story. | of course want to see more. Like after they get together.

And did | missthe cock? There was a bunch of man penis but where was da cock?



ETA: OMG just saw what hockey players look like

Yeah, it just got hotter, in my head at least

Ami says

35dars

Since | read this prequel AFTER | read How To Quit Playing Hockey, it becomes only a"nice" introduction
to Mac and Fritz. It doesn't have the complete self-journey that the sequel have (then again, the sequel isa
full-length novel, this one is only a short one). However, it's interesting to see that in this prequel, Fritz is the
one approaching Mac. In the sequel, Fritz comes on as slightly the passive one -- the one that keeps his
thoughtsinside, even if he acts more lively around Mac.

Yes, | know | keep comparing the two books, | am sorry for that. Individually, this short story is agood one
to read, if you want to know how Mac and Fritz come together :)

Extra0.5 stars for the title alone. SMART marketing plan :p

Nikyta *Miss For getful* says

| absolutely adored this book. It was sweet, sexy and cute. Mac was just so adorable, IMO. And Fritzy was
totally delicious. Fritzy's last words to Mac just about made me melt, it was so sweet. Loved the banter
between Mac and Fritzy and the fact that it revolves around hockey. Totally wished it had been longer
because | could not get enough of these two!

P.S. Thistitle made me crack up

Bev says

Thisisavery short prequel novella about Mac and Fritzy from 'How to Quit Playing Hockey'.

It was redlly nice to see how they got together in thefirst place, and | was very surprised that it was Fritzy
who took the initiative and took the game to Mac....Mac was amale virgin....aaah!

Heather C says

Thiswas hot!!! Who can resist aman-virgin!! Would love to know the rest of Mac and Fritzy's story.






