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Literary Chic says

The Aleppo Codex was interesting. | didn't find it asriveting as my coworker did. It was the history of a
missing sacred text for Syrian Jews. While the author was very good, | just didn't enjoy the materia. If you
have a penchant for Jewish history, thisis definitely a must read.

Wendy says

Nooit gedacht dat een boek over een boek zo boeiend kon zijn! De auteur gaat op zoek naar het verhaal
achter de Aleppo-codex en de verdwenen bladzijden daaruit, en doet dit op een indrukwekkende manier. Je
leert het belang van De Kroon (zoals de codex ook wordt genoemd) kennen, en je krijgt inzicht in de joodse
gemeenschap en de geschiedenis van het boek (voor zover die te achterhalen valt). Erg boeiend geschreven,
het leest bijna als een -zij het dan waargebeurde- detective.

Emma says

Do you like agood mystery? Do you like “serious’ books about things that actually happened? Do you have
lots of commuting time? Well, these are three reasons you have to listen to this book!

| decided to teach myself Biblical Hebrew afew decades ago, with the desire to see what the text did actually
say, cleansed from all adaptations to Western tastes. This, plus my fascination for anything bookish, made
this book really intriguing to me. | had no idea | was actually plunging into areal mystery, still not
completely resolved, and going for areally fascinating ride.

The author was just as unsuspecting when he started researching on the topic. He trandates very well how
things evolved, how one thing led him to another, deeper at each step into nothing less than an international
nest of ...

my full review is here:
http://wordsandpeace.com/2012/10/08/2...

Diana Bar shaw says

| enjoyed reading about the Aleppo Codex itself and its history, | also enjoyed reading about the Jewish
community that lived in Aleppo. However, | didn't quite believe the solution of the "mystery" of what
happened to the codex, and the investigation |eaves more questions than answers.



Rabbi says

The book read well, like anovel. It had the feel of being well-researched but | always find real mysteries
leaving me with more questions than answers. For those in the know about the Israeli academic scene, this
book will also open up one's eyes to the underworld of some of the star players who are deceased.

Jan Rice says

This book is about an ancient and near-perfect transcription of the Hebrew bible from a thousand years ago;
in the twelfth century Maimonides relied on it. It was spirited out of Jerusalem after the catastrophe of the
first crusade, landed in Cairo and eventually in Aleppo. It remained in Aleppo for six centuries, where it
became the treasure of the ancient Jewish community there--a community that predated both Christianity and
Islam. There the book became known as the Crown of Aleppo. Then, as the fortunes of that community
declined under the dominant Muslim culture, especially with the changes wrought by modernity, the Crown
eventually became more of atalisman to be hidden and protected than a source of study. That remained its
status until the end of the Aleppo Jewish community in its home environs.

This book is ajournalistic whodunit about how the book came to be the property of the new state of Israel
rather than of the Aleppo Jews who emigrated to Isragl or elsewhere, and, further, how it ended up short 200
pages from the first five books of the bible--the most important part. The officia story, or, rather, the ones
officials stick to, is that part of the Crown went missing after rioting that followed the UN vote that created
the state of Isragl. Friedman's investigative efforts support ancother version. His findings suggest that in the
book was seen whole, or nearly so--more than once--in the interim before the book ended up in amuseum in
Israel, and that, ironically, the Aleppo codex remained intact for centuriesin the lands of Islam and was
decimated only after landing in the hands of those who were supposed to protect it.

| went to see the movie The Post because of another book |'ve just finished, The Race Beat: The Press, the
Civil Rights Struggle, and the Awakening of a Nation. But the movie surprised me by speaking to this book
in the part at the end where Nixon is shown to have confused his own interests and his own status with those
of the country. That reminded me what Matti Friedman writes about particular founders of Isragl in their
roles as both visionary political leaders and scholars: "For these men, the good of Israel, the good of science,
and their own professional prestige were often inextricably muddled; (such men didn't hesitate) to use the
government's power to pursue aims that often conflated the three." Then too, in those early years,
Eurocentrism still reigned supreme.

Along the way Friedman weaves together ancient and modern history. He tells us about the history of the
Codex--the Crown of Aleppo--over the centuries and also about the personages protected the book during the
riots and those who helped extricate the book from Aleppo in the 1950s as the community there was
extinguished. He tells us about that community, what it was like, and also how, with the increasing
involvement of Europeansin the Mideast, some Jaws experienced social mobility. In context, that constituted
uppitiness, or not knowing their place. The process of change in how the Aleppo Jewish community was
seen morphed and accel erated after the events of 1948, eventually incorporating the entire community and



ending in their being driven out.

But the heart of this book is the whodunit. The book is perfectly serviceable as such. More than that, it'swon
awards, according to the book's Wikipedia page. It'sjust that | prefer aliterary mystery or theological
detective work.

Here's a photo by Ardon Bar Hama of one page of the Codex, taken from the Wikipedia page, originaly
from the Yad Yitzhak Ben Zvi Ingtitute:

Maggie Anton says

The Aleppo Codex is athousand year old manuscript originally created to help Jews properly read the Torah.
For the six hundred years prior to 1947, it resided in a synagogue in the Syrian town of Aleppo. In theriots
following the vote to create the State of Israel, however, its secure home was breached and the book thought
to be destroyed. The good news is that this priceless ancient book actually survived the riots and this books
tells us how.

The bad news is that the most important parts of this book, including the entire Pentatuch portion [Genesis
through Deuteronomy], went missing. Friedman takes us on an exciting, educational, and ultimately
depressing hunt for those missing pages. It isindeed a page-turner but [spoiler alert], the mystery of those
missing pagesis never solved, although fingers are pointed at convincing targets, the very folks one would
hope would never stoop to steal such an important piece of Jewish heritage.

Maggie Anton

Dale says

Thisstory comesto lifein the audiobook.

Published by Highbridge in 2012.
Performed by Smon Vance.
Duration: 7 hours, 27 minutes.

"The story of this book...should come as no surprise to any who have read it."

I'm going to be brutally honest here. | picked up this audiobook on alark. | thought it sounded like it was
going to be interesting but | have alittle pile of audiobooks and this one was quickly heading to the bottom
of the pile because | was having a serious case of buyer's remorse. It looked like atedious bit of history and |
was imagining adry, boring lecture about an old book. | literally decided to listen to it just to get it out of the
pile so | wouldn't have to dread listening to it any longer.

Happily, | was very wrong about this book.



Inits roughest outline this is indeed a book about avery old book but it is much more than that. The story of
the Aleppo Codex istold by Matti Friedman, an Isragli journalist through a variety of angles. Sometimesit is
amystery. Sometimesit istold as oral history. Sometimes the Codex itself is the prism used to look at
Jewish history under colonia European rule or under Muslim rulein Medieval times or to look at the
centrality of the Hebrew Bible, especialy the Torah (the first five books) to the Jewish people throughout
history.

The Aleppo Codex is the most perfect copy of the Hebrew Bible that was written by hand. It is not fancy, but
itisprecise and neat and it was created a thousand years ago. Over the centuriesit has traveled here and
there, surviving the sack of Jerusalem in one of the Crusades, re-surfacing in Egypt to be consulted by the
famed Jewish scholar Maimonides and eventually working its way to the Jewish community in Aleppo,
Syria. The Aleppo Jews treasured it and locked it away until an anti-lsragli riot broke out in Aleppo in 1947
and the Codex was scattered around the ruins of the synagogue in which it was stored. By the late 1950s the
Codex was working its way to Israel and eventually to the Shrine of the Book where it sits on display.

Except, of course, for the fact that is not really there - at least not all of it...

Read more at: http://dwdsreviews.blogspot.com/2012/ ...

Jim Leffert says

Journalist Friedman peels away much myth and misinformation to tell the eventful and in many waystragic
true story of the People of the Book's most cherished physical book--the more than 1000 year old Aleppo
Codex. This handwritten 10th century codex preserves the authoritative Masoretic version of the 24 books of
Jewish Bible on parchment, in clear calligraphy, with vowel and cantillation markings and scholarly
annotations.

The Codex, produced by Aaron Ben Asher and colleagues in Tiberias, found its way from Tiberias to
Jerusalem, where it was eventually plundered by the Crusaders when they captured the city around 1100.
Egyptian Jews ransomed the Codex and brought it to Fustat, near Cairo. There, Maimonides utilized it as the
source for hiswritings on the proper cantillation for the public Torah readings that are a key part of the cycle
of Jewish communal worship. The Codex remained in Maimonides descendants' possession in Egypt until
the late 14th century, when one of these descendants relocated to Aleppo in Syria.

Aaron ben Asher and his colleagues intended the codex to be aresource for rabbis and scholars but for the
next six centuries, the Aleppo Jews treated it like a holy relic. They locked it away in an underground
chamber beneath their synagogue, as a talisman that had the power to protect them from persecution and
other calamities. Because the Aleppo Jews believed that disaster would befall them if they let the Codex out
of their hands, they resisted attempts by prominent Zionistsin the 1940’ s to bring it back to Palestine. In
addition they forbade scholars from reproducing it. At thistime, the Aleppo community was under threat
because of Syrian nationalism and opposition to Zionism. Alas, at the time that Israel became a state, an anti-
Jewish riot led to the gutting of the main synagogue in Aleppo and the Codex was believed burned.

At this point, what happened exactly to the Codex is atangled and murky story. The Codex actually
survived—in fact, the Aleppo Jews had kept it hidden and eventualy it was smuggled into Israel. There,
Israeli president Yitzhak Ben-Zvi and his quasi-governmental Ben-Zvi Institute took possession of it, despite
an outcry and an unsuccessful lawsuit from Aleppo emigrés, who insisted that it belonged to them. However,



more than 1/3 of the Codex’ s pages mysteriously turned up missing.

Friedman makes an impressive effort and succeeds to some degree in getting to the bottom of what actually
happened. Did greedy and/or superstitious Aleppo Jews pillage pages or whole sections from the Codex? Is
skullduggery on the part of the Israel’ s government and establishment--supposed rescuers and keepers of the
Codex--to blame? Eventually, we get a partial answer to these questions and more, including revelations of a
cover-up and informed speculation that points the finger at particular parties. It's not a pretty story, or a
simple one, and it constitutes a chapter in the larger story of arrogance on the part the 1950’s and 1960’ s
Israeli government elites.

Despite efforts on his part to inject dramainto the tale, Friedman manages to make the account of his
investigations somewhat of a slog. Friedman the investigator is more of a virtuoso than Friedman the writer,
with his cumulative “just the facts, ma am” style of reportage. Only at the very end, as he sums up the tale,
does Friedman let loose with an eloquent cri de coeur on behalf of this priceless but ill-treated cultural,
religious, and scholarly treasure.

Brina says

| givethisbook a3.5. The Aleppo Codex isa 1000 year old manuscript written by Ahron ben Asher that is
considered the most complete version of the Jewish people ever penned. For nearly 1000 years scholars
studied the work and guarded it closely. After 1947 pages went missing. Friedman's work was to investigate
those who were present at the time of the theft to find out where the missing pages are today.

Thereason why | didn't give this book a higher review is because of the writing. Friedman is ajournalist and
it shows. Most of the book iswritten like news articles and reads fast. He interviewed many members of the
Aleppo community but instead of penning their oral histories for the most part we are left with sound bites.
Thus, the book reads like afast paced whodunit as opposed to a definitive history of the Crown of Aleppo.
So who took the missing pages? We are left with an unsolved mystery. | guess thisis another reason for my
lower review. | was hoping for Friedman or an assistant to crack the case. He did not. Asfew as 5 or as many
as 200 out of 500 pages are missing from the Crown of Aleppo. | will have to read a book on the Jews of that
city to actually read about the community's history, and | am open for suggestions.

Ariela says

| thoroughly enjoyed reading about this most interesting ancient and important book! What a fascinating
history- | am surprised it is not more well-known. It was not anovel, but | don't think a person could've made
up anything more interesting or twisted than this story! Well done Matti Friedman for his thorough research.

M elissa Service says

| wanted to like this book, | really did, but | don't. The author is ajournalist and many of the chapters are
deadening facts and details thrown on the page, and by the end of the novel, | didn't walk away with an
answer to the "mystery." While some of it wasintriguing, | had to force myself to continue reading to the
end...which is sad because | love reading non-fiction and Biblical type books. Not my cup of tea, but maybe



it will beyours.

L ena says

The Aleppo Codex is athousand year old manuscript originally created to help Jews properly interpret their
religious texts. For the six hundred years prior to 1947, it resided in a synagogue in the Syrian town of
Aleppo. In theriots following the vote to create the State of Israel, however, its secure home was breached
and the book thought to be destroyed.

The good news isthat this priceless ancient book actually survived the riots. Today, 60% of it isin the hands
of the Israeli government. When he first started writing about the Codex, journalist Matti Friedman was
under the common impression that the missing 40% was destroyed in theriot fires. But as he began looking
into the history of the Codex in more depth, he discovered a story much more convoluted and sinister.

In this book, Friedman traces the path the Codex took from its original grotto to its current home. Along the
way, he considers which of the men in its path may not have cared for it as well asthey should have and the
battle for its ownership between the Aleppo Jews and the new government of Israel.

Thisisacompelling book, rich in historical detail and fascinating discussions about how a dispersed people
retain their traditions. It is also atragedy, one in which aliterary work of art designed to teach humans how
to behave falls victim to the very impulses it was written to prevent.

Judie says

Weread of at least three victims as we follow Matti Friedman's quest to learn the facts behind the Crown of
Aleppo, aversion of the Hebrew Bible written before 1000 CE.

When Friedman first seesit displayed in a secluded room at Israel’ s National Museum in Jerusalem, he
learns that very few of the pages are original. He sets off to learn more about it and finds much more than he
anticipated.

The book, considered by Maimonides, who lived in the twelfth century and considered, even today, to be one
of the most important Jewish scholarsin history, to be the best Codex of the Hebrew Bible available, had
been stored and guarded in a synagogue in Aleppo, Syria, for more than athousand years. The day after the
United Nations voted to grant statehood to Israel in 1947, the Arabs in many Arab countries, including Syria,
attacked the Jewish people and institutions, some of whom were in those countries since the destruction of
the Second Temple in 70 CE. The synagogue where the Crown was protected was set afire and the Crown
was thought to have been burnt.

Thetruth, as discovered by Friedman, was that much of it had been rescued and smuggled into Israel afew
years later. What happened to it there made it the second victim.

The Syrian Jews, along with hundreds of thousands of the Jews in other Arab countries fled for their lives,
taking only what they could wear or smuggle out with them. Jewelry and books were the main items. The
Jewsin charge of the Isragli government, as well as many of the residents, considered the Jews from the
Arab countriesto be inferior and treated them poorly. They took the Crown and many of the books, saying
they would be returned later on or they could protect them better than the Arabic Jews (who had protected
them just fine for more than a millennium) . Many of them were not returned to their original owners. Those
Jews were the second victims.



Thethird victim was the public, including scholars, who was not given access to look at or study this
important document for decades. By that time, it was not in the same condition it had been when it was
brought into the country.

Matti Friedman used hisjournalistic training and skillsto find out about the Crown and its journey. He
traveled to several countries to speak to people who had direct knowledge and was told some truth but also a
lot of lies and distortions. Many of them were contradictory. At the end the book, he presents his theory of
the codex’ sjourney.

THE ALEPPO CODEX reads like a mystery with victims, history, red herrings, and the search for the truth.
It tells the story of the history of the Syrian Jews, especialy those from Aleppo, aswell as that of the Codex.
The reader feels his frustration as he tries to interview people who don’t want to talk to him, don’t want to
tell him the truth, or no longer remember the truth. Despite that, he keeps looking until he is satisfied he has
solved the mystery. He distinguishes between the quotes that were questionable and those that he knows
were accurate by the judicious use of quotation marks. It's very well-written and includes a list of the many
of the people involved. Overall, an excellent, informative read.

K says

My original brilliant review was lost due to post-storm internet issues, so hereis afar less brilliant synopsis.

Thetitular Aleppo Codex refersto what is probably the closest thing we have to an original bible. Writtenin
960, it includes the 24 books of the Hebrew bible with guiding notes on words that are written one way and
read another or other ambiguities. Since its completion in 960, the Codex traveled around, was used by
Maimonides, and eventually found its home for 600-something yearsin the Jewish community of Aleppo
where it was ferocioudly guarded. Sadly, this precious book disappeared in the Aleppo riots of 1947 where it
was rumored to have been burnt. Although the Codex eventually resurfaced in the state of Israd, its purity
was tainted by both murky dealings and significant sections that mysteriously went missing. Friedman, a
determined journalist and researcher, wrote this non-fiction book describing his attempts to get to the bottom
of the various mysteries around what happened to the Codex since 1947. Although Friedman could not
provide conclusive answersto all of the questions, he managed to accumulate an unprecedented amount of
evidence and information relating to the dark lacunae around the Codex.

Some of thereviews | read led me to expect athriller which would immediately rope mein and keep me
hanging on every word. Well, not exactly. This book was a bit of a dlow burn for me as Friedman provided
background and set up the situation. Although I've been more of a non-fiction fan lately, thisis where fiction
has the upper hand; an author who's sticking to the truth can't really make a story more gripping than it is.
With that said, from about halfway in my curiosity began to intensify and | did find myself quickly turning
the pages to see what | would learn next.

The other advantage of fiction isthat it can provide a sense of closure that's not always possiblein reality.
While | closed the book feeling like I knew awhole lot more about the Codex than | had previously, and
even feeling like | could make some educated and distinctly plausible guesses about what had happened to it,
none of uswill ever realy know which can feel abit frustrating after all that investigation.

Thisisasolid four-star read, though. I'm always happy when | find a book that manages to be both highly
readable and not a waste of time. The topic was meaningful to me as a Jew with a sense of history. While not
five stars, this short book didn't take up alot of reading time and left me feeling glad I'd read it.






