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Society’ s most capable housekeeper, Eleanora Quinton, has a problem. Not only does a dead body fall right
into the middle of her mistress sball and her son get kidnapped by nefarious spies for Napoleon, but the only
person who can help her also forces her to face her most secret fears. A spy himself, Nathan Black pullsthe
infallible housekeeper into a cyclone of espionage, intrigue and danger. But the last thing Eleanora expects
when the dead body hits the floor is love with the son of a duke.
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K ebby Shropshire says

Kind of silly

The author's writing style didn't flow smoothly. | had to read some sentences a couple of times to make sense
of them.

Basically the heroine was a housekeeper who had a son - the result of her being raped. The hero worked for
the War Office. He was the illegitimate son of a duke.

The whole family was loving and supportive, which was nice. But there was a lot of silliness about the hero's
brother and his wife - both also worked for the WO. They had been more or less forced to marry to be
effective spies, and they carried on pretending they hated each other when they actually werein love. Very
tiresome.

Sheila says

View of theton from below stairs

Wonderful characters who sometimes have feet of clay. Norawas refreshing in her efficacy and strength,
running a household and brave enough to reach for love.

Tracy Emro says

Thisbook was ok - | didn't loveit and | wouldn't read it again. But it wasn't horrible either - it was just easy
to put down.

| found Nora's character a bit unbelievable - everyone in the peerage knew her? Really? Just to clarify -
everyone in the peerage knew Nora - the housekeeper. Sorry - that is unbelievable to me.

Nathan was a great hero - but | think he fell in love way too quickly. In fact both of them did.

The entire story was not very cohesive - there was alot left unsaid - that frankly should have been said (
about Alec & Sarah and the duke & duchess and even Nathan's mother or how Nora got promoted to
housekeeper, etc) And it was wordy - don't misunderstand not badly written - just too many words at times
example: "He stuck hisfinger in her face and waited for her to push up her fallen cap so she could see it.
"Stay" Hetreated her rather like one would a furry companion of the canine variety". Ok so he waited until
she looked up and stuck his finger in her face and told her to stay - like adog | don't know why but | found
this annoying.



| don't know if will read the rest of the series - | haven't ruled out the possibility - but it will only beif | have
nothing else to read.

Tonileg says

Historical English romance with a housekeeper to arich titled family finds love and a made-family with the
bastard son of a Duke that works for the War Ministry.

Miss Eleanora Quinton is very observant, she has to bein order to be the best housekeeper possible so that is
why Mr. Nathan Black and the Duchess (his step-mother) is working hard to distract her while they are
getting their spy mission done.

There are death threats, kidnapping, actual murder and some pretty dressesin this story as well as the subject
of rape that is delicately treated and probably quite common at that time.

Not the usual fluff historical romance because we see the hard working people that deal everyday with the
rich elite, but have a much more difficult life.

259 pages and kindle freebie

2 stars

Debra says

Excellent

Love this book full of twists and turns my first book by you but not my last. | wish you continue success and
| fully enjoy this book. Readers a must read you will be happy you did. DH from New Y ork City

Nicky Marriott says

Unexpectedly Good Read!

This story was a surprisingly enjoyable read.
Noraand Nathan story is quite an inspiration to al of uswith less than perfect backgrounds!
In many waysit is very obvious, but with some beautifully crafted, unexpected subtleties

Georgia says

Review can also be found in Chill and read

Society’ s most capable housekeeper, the infallible Miss Eleanora Quinton, has a problem. Not only does a
dead body fall right into the middle of her mistress's ball and her son gets kidnapped, the only person who
can help her also forces her to face her most crippling fears.

The heroin is awoman that has suffered alot, away from her family, serving her aunt’s family and now a



house in London for more than 10 years now. She is known to the house and her maids as strict and infallible
and sheistreated with respect. Turns out she is known to her mistress's peers.

The story starts with amurder during aball. A mystery kind of book that evolvesto a historical romance.
The beginning is very promising and the reader expectsto find areally good plot and a couple of twists just
around the corner. As amatter of fact, the story line is a good one, even though one would not expect that
housekeepers get noticed by the peerage, but yet again, thisis fiction we are talking about. It could continue
really good and turn to avery interesting book, if it wasn’t written in ahurry... At least thisiswhat sums up.

It isan easy read. The hero, Nathan, isareal hero in the book and is described as that. He is displayed to be
thoughtful and caring, apart from being a spy and a brave man. His actions are up to the formed character.
The heroine, Nora, is awoman that rarely smiles. Sheis running her staff on afirm hand. Somehow, these
two fell in love quickly enough to get married in-spite of the common logic.

The story evolves surprisingly fast. All obstacles come clear miraculously. There should be some more
development on the action/spy scenes. They would provide that special touch to make the book something
more than a purely love story. There is room for improving and addressing awider audience. Y et again, this
is up to the author to take into account.

The book was provided as a prize of the "Big Summer Reading Giveaway" hosted by the author.

Pam I|. says

The humorous scenes and situations made for a quick, fun read.

?lrena ? says

The beginning was promising. It started as a humorous historical mystery/romance. | hope the humorous part
was intentional. The murder and its aftermath are actually really entertaining with all those stampeding
women. | honestly thought | would likeit.

Elenora Quinton, a housekeeper everyone knows (serioudly, it is said exactly like that), gets dragged into a
dangerous world of spying when someone gets killed in the middle of aball. Then we meet Nathan Black's
family - al spies, of course. | don't think I've ever read about more incompetent spies.

The story might have been quite good if it hadn't had unbelievable characters and their unbelievable actions.
I had this feeling that all the characters and whatever they are doing is just splashed randomly throughout the
book.

| hope the next couple has a better story with better editing.

Juli says

Actualy, | had the audiobook. Enjoyed the story very much and Miss Rachael Beresford's narration. If The



only thing that made me wonder was the inclusion of the heroine and other female characters with the work
of the war office (historically, that is) but ... this did nothing to detract from my enjoyment. In fact, I'd say it's
been one of my favorite historical romance reads (er, listens) in awhile. | look forward to delving into more
of her series!

Beth says

Quitewsell written

Its quite good especially when the humorous situations occur. In the midst of spies, traitors, and ballroom
assassination we get fat ladies and overturned plants. Norais the perfect housekeeper who was raped and has
ayoung son. She meets Nathan who is the illegitimate son of a Duke and his family are spies. Of course it
involved traitors and Napoleon, nasty bars, bottles of champagne knocking out peers.

Its serious but fun. Itsthe first of the series and since one spy is missing we can continue.

Quinn Fforde says

A little too intense for me but entertaining

Sue says

2.5, the story was just to simplein it's action scenes, everything just worked out and to quickly... the
kidnapping was solved and resolved to quickly. Thetie to heroine at times strong and then other timesiit just
melted away...at one point you felt she was the center point and suddenly she wasn't. That was the most
frustrating part. | know this series has connected stories, so the overall "plot" needed to stretch. But to be
frank, abit more angst, fear and suspense wouldn't have hurt this book in the least. The kidnapping and their
own abduction was to easily resolved.

Written like a novella but actually too long, if that makes any sense. I'll continue becauseit'srareto get a
decent spy novel out of the historical period. But | will say there are far better ones out there, a decent free
read.

Why didn't | pan it? Pretty much because | do like a spy plot and the characters are very likable.

Becca says

Didn't finish and not going to. Fair warning, rant and spoilers ahead:

This book isfree at the kindle store. Looking at the summary and some people comments | figure |l giveita
try. The plot was good and seemed promising. The beginning was good and interesting up until Norataking
care of Nathan's shot wound in the study.



The main reason | stopped reading was | couldn't stand this author's writing style any longer. The second was
the PG-13 intimate romance. | will focus on the author's writing style. | read the comments beforehand and
thought how bad could it be. | am not one to focus on author's writing while reading. However, it was bad ...
for me ... those who know me, that says a bit. Thisbook isdow and | mean slow. There is more focus on the
romance between Nora and Nathan than the storyline/plot. | understand character devel opment and
relationship development, but come on! There is a person outside the window spying on them and they act
romantic to glance at the person to see who it is. Does Nathan chase after the person after they leave? No!
They stayed there having a make out session because Norawanted to sinceit is her first timekissing a
person willingly. Nathan noted he should be a proper gentleman and be good spy and go after the person, but
no, he indulges Nora for wanting to be kiss. Of course, her son get kidnap during that. Note: Nora has a past
of being raped which result of having a son.

This happens often where | feel like they needed to focus on the problems at hand and take quick action
rather than romance. They take some action then back to romance forgetting what they need to do. Like Alec
(Nathan's brother) leaves/disappears, they figure out who is likely behind the events going on base on things
Nora has heard and parts of her past, but don't understand why or how it isal connected. Nathan and Nora
goes to find out more info at a church only to come back married because of a man watching them and priest
mistakes them for a different couple. They got caught up in suddenly getting married. Instead of looking for
more information or following the guy, they go back to announce their married to their families, and they
celebrate that night forgetting Alec and his wife have disappeared probably heading to Dover that was
heavily hinted before.

| stopped at the next morning following that, which by that point is 80% through the book.

One thing about this author's writing that | found | disliked was how often she would change the third person
view within a chapter. | don't mind changing third person view in books, but she change it within a scene.
For example, she focus on Nora's thoughts and feelings for alittle while. Then continue the scene with
Nathan's or someone else's thoughts and feelings then back. At times, it would make sense and other timesiit
just felt out of place and unnecessary. For example, when the girls took Norato get her cleaned up, the
author focuses on Nathan and Alec just sitting in the library waiting ... and Nathan continually asking, over
and over, Alec how are things with his wife. Because the author does this, things progressed slow and there
were more details on things that could be summed up in a sentence or two instead of one or two long

paragraphs.

I tried. | redlly did. | got through 80% of the book. | wanted to like this book and finish read the book to get a
full opinion of the whole story. However, | got fed up at the lack of progression of storyline/plot through out
the book and the author's writing. This book could have been really good, but it was written poorly. Clearly,

I wouldn't recommend this book.

Victoria says

It isagreat book to read




