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From Reader Review Lyra's Oxford for online ebook

Andrew says

Thisisastrange little book, basically a beautifully bound short story set in the world of "His Dark Materials'
and amongst the sleeping spires of Oxford, Lyra's Oxford that is.

The book | will admit was picked up on my travels and at afraction of the cost (I would have baulked at the
idea of paying what it was listed at) anyway the book really isjust a short story however there is a sub-text
"everything has a story to tell" which helps put ainteresting twist to the book. The introduction or possibly
explanation of the book hints at this but its not till you find the further hints buried in the book do you fully
redliseit.

I think itsanice little addition - i would not call it atwist but it gives the book an extra depth the story alone
| feel lacks. This book (along with "Once Upon atile in the north™) are side pieces to the original trilogy but
they do give depth and character to that world. So if you are afan | would highly recommend these books.

Luka Pgji? says

I'd enjoy reading Pullman's grocery list, so my rating isn't to be trusted at all here.

Carmen de la Rosa says

Terminé de leer La Materia Oscura (quizas mejor conocido como latrilogia de La Brudjula Dorada) al inicio
de este afo, justamente el dia de hoy me entere de esta serie de relatos por o que me puse aleerlos al
instante, ambientada en la casa de Lyra después de sus vigjes en Oxford. El libro es pequefio y est4
bellamente empaguetado, con maravillosos grabados y un mapade Lyra en Oxford. También incluye un
folleto de cruceros, paginas de la guia de Baedecker a Oxford, unatarjeta postal de Mary Malone, y un
epigrafe de eso sugiere que Oxford es un lugar donde "las ventanas se abren a otros mundos’.

Su ritmo es lento como si fuera el principio de una novela, aungue las cosas aqui también suceden
rapidamente, finalmente, y de manera un tanto satisfactoria, |o que significa que la escritura es maravill osa,
pero en realidad no sucede mucho.

La historia comienza con Lyra Silvertongue y su daemon Pantalaimon viendo una bandada de pgjaros de la
cual emerge el daemon de alguien. Este le dice a Lyra que necesita encontrar un alquimistalocal y Lyra
decide ayudarlo. Eso sucede, y hay una cierta reflexion sobre la naturaleza compleja del significado.

Como una corta historia, no puede garantizar cinco estrellas, pero € libro es genial, y volver atras de una
manera tan elegante, jfue estupendo! Todaviatengo que leer la historia corta que escribié, Once Upon a
Time in the North. jjLo necesito!!




mark monday says

"Everything means something," Lyra said severely. "We just have to find out how to read it."

Lyrathelittle liar is back in full force. she getsto use her special power of super-lying at least twice, soit's
clear that despite the amazing and horrible and life-changing adventures of the preceding trilogy, some
things will never change. awitch and an alchemist cameo, and naturally her daemon Pantalaimon remains by
her side. al iswell in Golden Compass Land, at least for this reader. things are actually especialy well, now
that | know the author is working on a couple follow-up books that promise to be elephantine in size and
scope. yay for elephantine! and yay for little liars and adorable little daemons who are quite handy at
sneaking up on other daemons and quickly grabbing them so that Lyra can do some impromptu interrogation.

yay for Philip Pullman too. hereally isthe best. it's great how a slim children's book like this oneis able to
cast such an all-encompassing spell on its reader so quickly. the combination of idiosyncratic heroine and
perfectly chosen details of her Oxford world all worked out just right. plus some sweet bonuses such as a
map and snippets of a catalog, a guidebook, a postcard, etc. overall thiswas atrifle, but such an appealing
one.

oh and the moral of the tale: see first paragraph.

Jayson says

(B) 74% | More than Satisfactory
Notes: Accomplishesits purpose asasolid ‘bonus’ story, but istoo thin, both figuratively and literally, to be
anything more.

Shovelmonkeyl says

Phillip Pullman lite. Treat either as an amuse bouche for those who are yet to read His Dark Materials but
want alittle hint of the tone and content of the sub-oxfordian world of little girls and their daemons or, for
those au fait with the excellent His Dark Materias trilogy thisis alittle unexpected extra.

A short story complete with pages of ephemera and published to look alittle like an old skool Baedecker
guide, the look of the thing is perhaps more of ajoy than the short story but, as you can read the whole story
in under half an hour, it's a pleasant thing to find.

Katie Lumsden says

A very enjoyable addition to His Dark Materials. | do love that world.




Magdalena says

Lyra's Oxford isalovely addition to His Dark Materials trilogy. Neat and fast-paced it's another great
adventure for Lyra and Pan. A must-read for Pullman's fans.

Trish says

Another lavishly beautiful book by Philip Pullman. Again, thislittle volume s cloth-bound and contains a
number of illustrations aong with these:

The story takes place 2 years after the end of the trilogy His Dark Materials and tells of Lyrawatching a
flock of starlings when they suddenly attack a witch's daemon (it has to be awitch's daemon becauseit is
aone). She saves the daemon and then lets him persuade her to find a man who supposedly can help him
save hiswitch, who isill. The man they seek is supposed to be able to help because heisthe last alchemist.
There is quite a bit of atreasure hunt and even afight, followed by arelevation. Because everything has
meaning according to Lyra.

| won't say any more of the plot as that would give away too much (it is only a short story after all). Suffice it
to say that | was delighted to be back in this world one more time (I won't count the new trilogy as that takes
place before Lyrastime). Lyrawas vivid as usual and in perfect sync with Pantalaimon. The story had
several layers, anicetwist, aswell as the usual wonderful feeling about it.

Not to mention the slight promise (at least | read it that way) that thereis still a connection between the
worlds of the multiverse.

Stacey (prettybooks) says

| loved being back in Lyra s Oxford (*wavesto an early appearance of Malcolm*) but it'salittle pricey for
such ateeny-tiny book!

“Everything has a meaning, if only we could read it.”

Duane says

The setting is Oxford University about two years after the end of His Dark Materia strilogy. It's avery short
story about Lyra Silvertongue, and hardly satisfies the multitude of fans patiently waiting for Pullman's
follow up novel to his successful trilogy. Maybe this year or next he says.



Antonio says

Lyray Pantalaimon estén de vuelta en su Oxford natal con una hueva aventura, con brujas, alquimistasy
por supuesto Daimonions.

Me gusto esta pequefia historia, pero tiene €l problema, de que deja mas preguntas que respuestas, es como €l
primer episodio de una serie, que sabes que podriallegar a gustarte mucho, porque tiene las cosas queti te
gustan, pero, por ser solo €l principio quedas algo perdido en latramay quieres saber mas, mucho més.

Asi me encantaria que Pullman desarrollara mas esta historia, y que sacaramas libros con Lyra, Will y los
Daimonions

Si quieres saber més sobre latrilogiaoriginal de La Materia Oscura, puedes ver mis resefias
Luces del norte agui

La Daga aqui

EL Catalejo lacado aqui

Maciek says

Lyra's Oxford is asmall publication, a short story essentially, which can be easily read in one sitting. It is
after the events of His Dark Materials trilogy and features the familiar duo of Lyra Silvertongue and her
daemon, Pantalaimon. Both are stationed at Oxford, when awitch's daemon arrives, begging Lyrato help
him find a person who's unknown to her...

To say more would spoil the book, sinceit is so very short. And that's my complain. Whileit is certainly
enjoyable, and Pullman's writing is as good as it was in His Dark Materials, it's just a short story. Obviously
not as massive in scope asthe trilogy, it isjust a pleasant teaser of alarger book which Pullman has been
writing for some time now, called The Book of Dust. It was fun seeing Lyra and Pan again, as they reminded
me of their adventuresin Northern Lights, and | hope to meet them again one day. Bonus features of this
slim volume are pretty cool: A postcard from Mary Malone, a map of Oxford and even a cruise brochure.
But the story itself is like a bonus chapter which is sometimes included in novels; a preview of next in the
series, or anew book by the author. And thisis exactly it: a preview of things to come, hopefully soon.

madisson ? says

"everything has a meaning, if only we could read it"

i miss thisworld and these books so much, i'm definitely going to have to reread the his dark materials
trilogy as soon as possible.



Veronique says

" Everything means something”

| wondered how Lyrawould come across after the events of the first trilogy and her being two years ol der.
Asit happens, sheis till so easy to follow. Pantalaimon too and his chasen form...

Nice short story that tintillates the reader while promising the hint of the future, especially with all the extra
features in the book, such as maps, postcards, ads, etc. I'll keep thisin mind when reading Pullman’s Book
of Dust trilogy, in case there are indeed clues :0)

Rhys Thomas says

| found this little delight in a charity shop the other day and read it on my commute today (it’s quite short). |
loved the Dark Materials trilogy, and have a specia affinity with Northern Lights because | bought it after
quitting my job at British Gas (I walked out and didn’t go back) before taking it to the roof garden café of
David Morgans where | stayed reading it until 8 o’ clock at night.

| started reading this story and it didn’t take me long to remember how magical the first books were. | read
the originals over ten years ago now and the memories flooded back. It was great to be back in Lyraand
Pan’s company, if only briefly. Future story ideas are alluded to, though if Pullman wants to create a
universe mythosin the H.P. Lovecraft/Neil Gaiman style then he'll have to write faster! The Book Of Dust
sounds awesome, but when will it come out?

This episode, though, deals with Lyra. The main story in the book is entitled Lyra and the Birds. It starts with
Lyrawatching aflock of birds from which emerges someone’ s daemon. The daemon tells Lyrathat it needs
tofind alocal achemist and Lyradecidesto help. It'savery short story so | can’t really say much more
without giving away plot points but it is very rich. Asusual thereis the mix of old magics and new sciences
that worked so well in thetrilogy and, as | said earlier, the hints at future stories are tantalising.

Added to all thisisthe beautiful presentation of the book. Bound in red cloth, it comes with afoldout map,
postcards and adverts from Lyra' s universe; thisis more an experience than a book. Lovely.

David Schaafsma says

"Everything means something,” Lyra said severely. "Wejust have to find out how to read it."

| finished His Dark Materials (maybe better known as The Golden Compass trilogy) this summer for the
second time and finally turned to this short story sequel, set in Lyra' s home after her travels, Oxford. The
book is small, and packaged beautifully, with wonderful engravings and a map of Lyra's Oxford. It also
includes a cruise brochure, pages from Baedecker's guide to Oxford, apost card from Mary Malone, and an
epigraph from that suggests that Oxford is a place where “windows open up to other worlds.”



The story is entitled Lyra’' s Oxford but the subtitle within is, and on every page, appears, “Lyraand the
Birds,” which made me think that this story just might be the opening of this big book that he says heis
writing, The Book of Dust, set in the Gold Compass world.The pace of it issow asif it were the beginning
of anovel, though things here also happen quickly, finally, and somewhat satisfyingly, which isto say the
writing iswonderful but not very much actually happens.

The story begins with Lyra Silvertongue and her daemon Pantalaimon watching a flock of birds from which
emerges someone’' s daemon. The daemon tells Lyrathat it needsto find alocal achemist and Lyra decides
to help. That happens, and there is some reflection on the complex nature of meaning.

Asastory it may not warrant four stars, but the package is cool, and to go backin such an elegant way, yay. |
still have to read the short story prequel he wrote, Once Upon a Time in the North. More!!

Kirstine says

Isthere such athing as literary roots? If so, this seriesis part of mine.

This particular story is an easy, short and very enjoyableread - that is, if you've formerly enjoyed His Dark
Materials books (and why wouldn't you have? they're fantastic).

Perhaps this short story (novella?) isn't deserving of 4 starsin itself, but it filled me with nostalgic longing
and | was reminded of the immense love | have for this series and how much it still means to me. We forget
these things sometimes, because other books happen and time with them, but this was a great reminder of a
world | - if | have any - keep in my soul.

Obsidian says

Thiswas way too short! | wanted it to be much longer than it was. We get to catch up with Lyrawho is now
at Oxford studying. She and Pan (remember Pan?) get caught up in a plot that ends with them winning the
day.

Honestly the book was just a hice sneak peek at what Lyra has been up to since "The Amber Spyglass.” It's
been | think two years since the events of that book and Lyraislearning how to read the alethiometer. What |
did like was this sounds like something that will come into play | think in some later stories. We find out that
there are some special friends keeping an eye on Lyrawhich | got akick out of while reading. | read that
Pullman is planning to put out more stories from His Dark Materials series.

I wish | could have downloaded the illustrations in this book. They were beautiful. My Kindle did a great job
of allowing meto blow up certain things and | got to take alook at Lyra's Oxford.

We also get some excerpts at the end of things mentioned throughout the other books (His Dark Materials
#1-#3) too.

| am still salty that Lyra and Will cannot be together. Serioudly. Still salty.



Susanna - Censored by GoodReads says

What isthereisvery charming (and hints of future events, eh?) but the volumeis so thinit's hard to rate it
higher.




