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El verano llegaasu finy laescritora Erica Falck vuelve al trabajo tras |a baja de maternidad. Ahoraletocaa
su compariero, el comisario Patrik Hedstrém, tomarse un tiempo libre para ocuparse de la pequefia M aja.
Pero & crimen no descansa nunca, ni siquiera en latranquila ciudad de Fjéllbacka, y cuando dos adolescentes
descubren el cadaver de Erik Frankel, Patrik compaginara el cuidado de su hija con su interés por €l

asesinato de este historiador especializado en la Segunda Guerra Mundial .Mientras tanto, Erika hace un
sorprendente hallazgo: los diarios de su madre Elsy, con quien tuvo unarelacién dificil, junto con una
antigua medalla nazi. Pero |o més inquietante es que, poco antes de la muerte del historiador, Erika habiaido
a su casa para obtener més informacién sobre la medalla. ¢Es posible que su visita desencadenara los
aconteci mientos que condujeron a su muerte?
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Nada EL Shabrawi says

Thomas says

Babuoioy?a: OO0

To T2uro BiIBA?0 NG OEIP?C LOL YANKE KAl TO KAA?TEPO U?2XPI OTIYU?C. H uTt?0e0n ?XEl Ia THO
TIPOOWTIK? &1 70TACN, A@PO? EUTAKETAL 2UE0A N UNT?PA TNE TPWIAYWV?0TPIAC. Ta KEPZAALO TIOU
oladpapat?fovtal atn Al ?pKEIa ToL B' MayK 200U LoV @VNKOV 181a2tepd vl a@?povTa, TP7A0
TIOU €01 PTWYX? OE IOTOPIK? OTOIXE?A. MIO AETITOU?PELD TIOU POV ?PECE TOA? VAL 2TI N

CLYYPA P0G P?XVEL €07 TOUC GTI?POVC VIO TO ETTPUEVO PBIBA?0, 0@O? Lo CLOTAVEN TOV Kp?oTiav Kal
10 BIBA?0 TOL YP?PEl («H yopyva»). Av dev ?xete dlaf?oel Lackberg, pmope?te K2AAI0TO va
EEKIV?OETE ATI? AUT?.

Jeanette says

I'm generous giving thisa 3. Closer to a 2.5 star because these novels (Lackberg series) are not as much
crime or mystery genre anymore as they are continuing character minutiatracts. The read is 40% character
triviathat is basically unrelated whimsy and only on a super wide tangent from any fact or semi-involved
relationship that has anything to do with the plot or outcome of the "mystery". A run on sentence but that's
what is going on more and more with each progressive Lackberg novel. | doubt | will read anymore. The
people are ok, but not al that bright and frankly, also tedious and a bit small minded, IMHO. And at the
same time the main 4 or 5 characters have a so become pure stereotypes. It has a dumbing down result that
just kills any entertainment value for me.

Alex says

I'm not really sure why I'm still reading these, but | guess they're predictably enjoyable? I'm always really
into the mysteries, and you pretty much know it's going to unfold really slowly.

Still, they are uncomfortably sexist sometimes, even though Lackberg seems to be making an effort to sort of
drag that discussion into her story. But, like, Patrik will do things like go on an accidental two-hour errand
run, while leaving the baby with Erica even though she's now working and he's on paternity leave, and then
Ericawill be pissed at him...but then it's fine? Like, he doesn't really get it? And eventually she's like, "Oh, |
overreacted”. Um, excuse me, you didn't overreact; you had atotally normal reaction of a person whois
entitled to do work like a human without your husband (who is supposed to be the main caretaker at this
point) suddenly giving you the kid.



Lackberg sort of, maybe, wraps this up towards the end, but it still doesn't FEEL that good to me. These
books are feminist-y with a patriarchal twist, and that's always been SUPER weird and conflicting to me (|
feel thisway about most Scandinavian crime fiction though), but that will definitely not stop me from
reading the next one.

Stacia says

Thisjust wasn't avery good book.

Some parts of it were okay: | didn't know that much about Sweden during the Second World War, so that bit
of the story line was interesting.

One problem with atranslated work isthat it's hard to know where to assign blame for the book's faults
regarding language. Was the original in as desperate need of editing, or is the trandator responsible for the
language that really needed to be tightened up?

But many of the flaws in this book must be laid at the feet of the author. First of al: If the mother didn't want
to have kids, why in the world did she end up having two of them when she was almost 40? That makes
absolutely no sense to me.

Another huge problem is the insanely precocious daughter of the main couple in the series. Having just
reached her first birthday, she's characterized very much as atoddler instead. Her development is at least a
year above what it's supposed to be, and now that there are two more babies on the way, | think | might just
give up on this series. | already had to read two way-too-long birth scenesin this book; there's no way | can
sit through two more of them, plus two more precocious children characters.

Hannie says

Het duurde lang voordat ik echt in het verhaal zat. Veel langer dan bij de voorgaande delen. Daarom heb ik
het boek drie sterren gegeven. Als het boek me vanaf het begin meer had gegrepen, had ik het vier sterren
gegeven. Want het verhaal van Erica’ s moeder is erg interessant en verklaart een hoop. Daarom is het wel
een belangrijk boek in de serie. Ondanks dat dit boek me ietstegenviel, ben ik toch wel benieuwd naar het
volgende deel. Al gaik nu eerst wat anders lezen.

Anna says

To BIBA?0 avT? Al N TIUTICN TEPITTZTEIA TOU M2TPIK KAl TNEG Ep?KA 0T PLEAUTIXKA, ?TIOU UZAAOV
7A01 Ol K?TOLKO? TNE ?2X0LVV KOA? KPUUUAO LUCTIK? TIOL ?pX0VTOIL OTO Q¢ U200 aTT? AV0UC. A@o?
O€ K?Tolo OTIYU? 0 2010¢ 0 M2AUTEPYK (ATIOAQUOTIK?TATOC O AUT? TO BIBA?0) avapwtl?tal T
?X0ULV TI?0€1 Ol K?TOIKOI TNC PIEAUTI?KA KOl OKOTVOULV 0 Va¢ Tov ?AAo!!! (Tnv ?pa Tov TpIv
apX?0€l 1 oe1p? 0 MN2IPIK £2XE THPASEXTE? 2TI L0 HE KAOTI?C TRONA?TWY £2XE AOX0ANBE?.... va

MTwWG oTNV TEPITIZTEL aUT? N Ep7Ka B?El APKET? TO XEPKI TNG OTA YEYOV?TA, ?TIOV CUV?TECE N



AIK? TN¢ 2peLva yia TN UNT?pa TNG KAT? T XPVid ToL 20U Mayk?opiov MoA?UoU va TaVT?(eTal YE
TO B7U0Ta - Y?POL, TIAIKO? @?A01 TNC UNT?P0C TNC TIOL QAVETAL VO KP?BOUV Va @oBep? LUOTIK?.

Ma 1p?tn @op? - 0 MPAUTEPYK TO AVTIHETWIT?(El JlAOKEDAOTIK?, VOU W TOV Ay?rod G€ aLT? 10
BIBA?0 TOV KANUAO - YVETAL EKTOQ? TTUATOC - TN?0V UPALOTA €V B TIPOKOAE? eVI?rwon! Kal
K?TOL EKE? TO HLOT?PIO apPX?El va AVETAl.

IMa ?o00v¢ £?Xav EEveP?0El TIOL OTA TEAELTA?U BIBA?0 N Ep?Ka £72X€E THO OeLTEPE?0V P7A0 AW TNG
Y2WWNong tng K?pneg tng, TA?0V 2XEl ETnOTPAPEl KAVOVIK? TN dp?01, UE Tov M2TPpIK va TEPLoP?ETaAl
OTO OTT?TL, 2X0VTa¢ 20e1a TTP?INTAC (B?Ba10 TO ?XEl OK?0El KUTIOOEC OP?C VIO VO CUHMET ?XEL
oTNV 7pEuva, THP?0 HE TO HWP? OTO T?MO TOU EYKAUATOC). O M?PTIV aVOAAUBVEL LEYAA?TEPO PPAO
KOl €NVOI CUPTIB?0TATOC, N M70VAA, N KAIVO?PIA AOTUVOUIK?C O VETAL PUOAIOAOVIK? KAI EATI?2(W
VO OUVEX?0€l VO ELPAV?LETOI OTIC ETIAUEVEG TEPITIATEIEG - BPBata N AKUTEPYK dev auvnB?(el va
OKOTVEl 7A0UC TOUC OTUVOUIKO?C, 0 N?OUTIO TO KVEL, ?pa eV KIVOLVE?OLE! !

AT? TNV 2AAN, HOUL @AVETAI TIOA? EVOIAE?POV TIOU 200 OTE? TN GEIP? TV PIBA?WY HaBa VW TN
OXPOVN 1OTOP70 TWV B?PELLV XWPV, TA KOIVWVIK? TOUG TPOBAZUATA KOl TO B2UOTO TIOU TOUG
ATOOXOAOV. MO TP?OEIYUA, 1 YOVIK? DELA, TIOU TNV T 7PVOUV OPEC KAl YUVA XKEC, TO {ELY?PL
YK?0 YUVOIK TIOU OTIOKT? TI1O?, AAA? KO N @AOEEV?0 €L OTE? TA VA AQ?POVTA TP ?TAEL P
87uata.

2TO OUYKEKPIUVO BIBA?0 YVETOI AvO@OP? OTO 20 TIHYK 2010 TIPAELO, OTN B0 TOU QUVT?C YAVVNOE
OAA? KOOI OTNV 0870 ay?rm, ToL N ?2pvnNao? TG METAUOPPVEL TOLC avep?rmoug. Nou?{w 2t e€val ar?
o A?ya BIBA?0 TIOL ?XW dlAB?0€l 2Mou AUT?C Ol dINY?0€1C YVOVTAl ATr? yuvaXKd, Kol H7Alota are?
MO UNT?p0 KAl Ol OTIIK ?2¢ YWV G TNC ?X0UV TIOA? HeY?A0 eVvala@?pov. O1 veovallOTIK?¢ Opyav?0ElG
EU@av2ovTal Kal aTo ?pyo0 TNG AKUTEPYK, KATAJIK2LOVT?¢ TEC ATIA? TEPIYP?POVTAC TT2C (o 200VTal
(dNAad? dev Xpel 2Lovial TRAA? A Q).

eVIK?, VOU?{w ?T1 G€ GX 70N UE TO TIPONYOUEVA BIBA?0 TNC, OLT? €Al TIO ?PLO, OAA?
€EAKOAOULBE? VO €V AU PO. XWP?G VA ?XEL TOV TIOAITIK? AY0 KOI VO O0OKE? VTOVN KOIVLVIK?
KPITIK? UE TO AIEPBAPUAVO KUKA?UATO, 00KOAOULBE? TO IK? TNC OP7UO, HE TNV a@ANoN va €Al
OTOAQLOTIK? (B0 UTIOPO?0E VA eval B?Rala Kol 100 GeA?DEC IKP?TEPO ATE? TIG 600+ TIOL KPAT?EL)
KOl EUKOAOSI 2Baatn. Av N APKUTEPYK BEWPE?TAL KAOOIK? ZKOVAIVAB? cuyypa@?0¢, TO TO? AT? TN
Ieppov?a Ba ?tav Jia KaA? ETnAoy? yia 2rolov 87Ael va dlaB?oel va BiIA?0 tng.

Aditi says

“ One day you will do things for me that you hate. That is what it meansto be family.”

----Jonathan Safran Foer

Camilla Lackberg, the international bestselling author, is back with her new Nordic noir, The Hidden Child
which isthe fifth book in her popular crime thriller series, Fjéllbacka. This book welcomes the well admired
protagonist, Patrik Hedstrém, who is on afour month paternity leave for his 1 year old daughter whereas his
popular crime writer wife, Ericais back to writing novels but sheis distracted by sight of her mother's
journals and lingering mystery behind a Nazi medal found among the belongings of her mother, soon



followed by the murder of the historian whom Erica had sought help for that medal's history right before his
tragic death.

Synopsis:

Crimewriter Erica Falck is shocked to discover a Nazi medal among her |ate mother's possessions. Haunted
by a childhood of neglect, she resolvesto dig deep into her family's past and finally uncover the reasons why.

Her inquiries lead her to the home of aretired history teacher. He was among her mother's circle of friends
during the Second World War but her questions are met with bizarre and evasive answers. Two days later he
meets a violent death. Detective Patrik Hedstrom, Erica's husband, is on paternity leave but soon becomes
embroiled in the murder investigation. Who would kill so ruthlessly to bury secrets so old?

Reluctantly Erica must read her mother's wartime diaries. But within the pagesis a painful revelation about
Erica's past. Could what little knowledge she has be enough to endanger her husband and newborn baby?
The dark past is coming to light, and no one will escape the truth of how they came to be...

Patrik is on leave for his daughter Maja and he can't stop himself from disturbing his wife, Ericawho is back
to writing novelsin the very comfort of their home. But on the very first day of hisleave, Patrik is stumbled
upon a crime scene where the dead body of an old historian has been found by his colleagues, and little did
Patrik knew that Erica had sought help, not very long time ago, from the same historian about an old Nazi
war medal that she found among her |ate mother's belongings. Together Patrik and Erica embark upon a
forgotten path taking them back in time through Erica's mother's journals that narrate the period when the
world war |1 is coming to an end, in order to find the connection of her mother and her friendsin Sweden in
the war. Eventually the history beginsto unravel right in front of their eyes when the hidden secrets surface
up about ayoung and naive couple who got caught up between love and war.

The book held me from the very first chapter till the very last line of the book, although | must say, the book
ended with abang(l mean literally! )- acliffhanger hinting to the next book in the series. The book opens a
bit slow and all the while it felt like there's no point of stretching such a good story for so long by
withholding the secret which finally became very obvious midway through the story. Anyhow, what allured
me to stick to this book is the way the author narrates the whole story, bit-by-bit, piece-by-piece in aforward
motion, where there were no wrong turns to mislead me into another theory of what has actually happened in
Erica's mother's past.

The writing style is flawless, with a captivating narrative style. The prose is evocative since most of the time
it brings up the past despite of the clean slate kind of situation. The importance of having family is closely
observed in this story thus leaving the readers with afeeling of longing for their families. Moreover, the
author captures the aura of the war and how war affects the bonds of the familiesif someone from that
family becomes a prisoner of the war and how war can bring people together and they destroy those newly
formed bonds, all these themes are delicately depicted into this story.

The mystery doesn't play any games with the minds of readers, yet the author takes alot of time to unravd it,
by giving each and every character a proper presence in this puzzle, | meanit'slike every one adds up to this
mystery. The atmosphere that the author setsin to this story lineisthick in suspense and gives a chilling
feeling while reading it and the very essence of evil, since the best part of this story isthe careful postmortem
of darkness underlying during the era of war.



The characters are strongly developed, with lots of back story so that the readers are able to contemplate with
each and every one of her charactersin this book. The demeanor reflected in each people of thissmall city in
Sweden isimpressive, where all the families have their own story to tell. The main characters are devel oped
with the pace of the mystery. The author here simply played with the minds of the readersin her own way,
thus reproducing a brilliant masterpiece. And | promise, there are some characters in the book which are
going to stay with you long after the end of the story.

The author gives avivid picture of Fjéllbacka, where the story is set, given the fact that the descriptionsin
the book are very detailed and with such intricacy the plot has been laid out, that it feels like the reader is
himself watching the crime scenes unfolding right in front of his eyes. Moreover, the author strikingly
captures the cold and the gray backdrop of yet another amazing city in the world, Fjallbacka, that comes
alive with the story.

Since thisisthe third book that | read in this series, the first being not so memorable for me, but surprisingly
this book stands out in the mellow, which being a bit tedious yet maintains that old charm of being intriguing
and intense both at the same time.

Verdict: Nordic noir at its best and Camilla knows how to device a page turning thriller with a flavor of
history and a deathly murder plot.

Heba says
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Nikoleta says

Qpa?a vapén, otnv TOPE?A TO BIPA?0 YVETOI AY0 UTIOTOVIK? 2UWC TO KAE?CIO TNE 1OTOP70C
EAAI UTT?POXO, dLVAT? KAl UE ATAOT.




Barbara says

In Fjalbacka, Sweden two teens break into the house of Erik Frankel, an elderly man who collects Nazi
memorabilia. They're shocked to discover his badly decomposed body. Coincidentally true crime writer
Erica Falck, looking through belongings of her deceased mother, Elsy, finds some diaries and a Nazi medal.
Thus starts a dual investigation - the police ook into Erik's death and Erica searches for information about
her mother.

The story alternates between the present-day and the 1940s (during World War 11), when some Swedes aided
the resistance in Nazi-occupied Norway. The mysteries in the book multiply when a woman with
Alzheimer's diseaseis killed and Elsy's friends are curioudly reluctant to talk about Elsy with her daughter,
Erica.

The book has plenty of interesting characters, including Nazi sympathizers, Nazi hunters, a motley crew of
detectives, a cute child, and a stray dog that helps its new owner find romance. | found the characters more
interesting than the mystery at the heart of the story, which turned out to be fairly ordinary and foreshadowed
by the book'stitle. Also, once the mystery was resolved the explanation was too long and drawn out.

The book does provide some interesting insight into Sweden's role in WWII and the fate of Scandinavian
prisoners of war. Overall, an okay book.

Y ou can follow my reviews at http://reviewsbybarbsaffer.blogspot.com/

Ema says

| was an avid reader of detective novelsin high school, but | haven't tried this genre for quite awhile. |
decided to leave the classics aside and dive into unknown territories, those of the modern writers of detective
fiction. My first try (apart from Stieg Larsson) was the Scandinavian Camilla L &ckberg, who turned out to be
abig disappointment. Another reason not to fall prey again to agood rating and a promising synopsis.

If you brace yourself and read this book nonetheless, be ready for an epidemic of pregnant women, cups of
coffee at every page and hour of the day, domestic scenes that are boring as hell - which | soon started to
skip - and a detective investigation that is diluted and just as tastel ess as a watery cocktail.

| was indecisive between Jo Nesbg, Boris Akunin and Camilla Lackberg and in the end | chose her - what a
waste of time! | finished this 600 pages book in no time though, because | skipped more than half of it. For
the most part, The Hidden Child is abad quality soap opera, with a detective story that is shredded into tiny
dlices interspersed with boring accounts of domestic life. You could read this novel in the worst conditions
imaginable and still keep track of the plot.

This kind of books, along with the Sandra Brown type and the most recent vampire literature, are - for me -
an explanation for the fact that some people are still reading. | don't want to offend anyone, but I'm afraid
that, if such easy-type novels would cease to exist, the number of readers would reduce drastically. Try to
also read some novels that challenge your brain and teach you something. Don't make this kind of books
your only connection to the literature world.



Alex says

The Hidden Child is easily the strongest entry in Lackberg's canon to date, and thisis largely attributable to
the fact that in this novel she has a masterful handle on just about all of her characters. Ericais not sidelined
for the first time since The Ice Princess, and Mellberg, now that we've accepted that he doesn't do any actual
work, is clearly being groomed into alovably reformed "middle aged” man in his sixties. First you throw
him a dog, and the rest will follow.

The crime hereisfairly simple, but the reasoning behind it - and the expertly tied parallel story, the strongest
L&ckberg has ever written - is compelling and the cast of suspects and loved ones are well readlised. There are
times when it seems like sentiment is being dlathered over the page, but thisis the sort of emotional response
that is more than forgivable five books into a series; it's practically expected.

The Hidden Child is a successful novel because it isintelligent, interesting, and at least alittle melancholy. If
you'd given up on this series after the excesses of The Gallows Bird/The Sranger, you might want to
reconsider. Thisis very good small town crime fiction indeed.

LENA TRAK says

Amazing book!
Another favourite from Camilla Lackberg! | just cannot get enough of her writing! Her thrillers are right up
my alley! This one includes flashbacks from the dark days of WW2 which is another reason why | loved it! |

think this one along with The stonecutter are my 2 favourites! Don't missit!

"Because people who refused to love had nothing to lose"

Katia Petsali says

4/5aT? TEP?UEVA TO K?TI TPATIAVW TIOU deV 7pBe! Kata T AN KOA?, X10?2U0p OTA OWOT?
ONUE?, XEIPIOU?G AETHD BgU?Tv PE SEEIOTEXV T, UE KOPPAOE TIPOC TO T7A0C...




