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From Reader Review Diva for online ebook

J.P. says

Thisisthe second opportunity I've taken to read Delacorta's Diva. The first was after the first time I'd
watched the movie of the same name. The second was after the second time I'd watched the movie and
gotten to meet Wilhelmina Wiggins Fernandez at the foreign film festival here in Lexington (she now
teaches specia ed kids here in Lexington and spoke at the showing).

The book itself is enjoyable, but what | think | like even more are the changes that were made to turn the
book into the movie - one of my most favorite movies. And while reading it, | inevitably have the ariafrom
LaWally (it opens the movie http://youtu.be/2hsmoo97CV A) stuck in my head. Divais agood book, but it is
awonderful (IMHO great) movie.

Mandy says

Started reading in rebellion while waiting for appointment to start at the Genius bar (they were late by
10mins).

Many more plot twists than the movie, but in the end afantasy of the Paris underworld & infatuation with a
star that both have the best possible endings and so, unbelievable & unrealistic but still afun read. One super
creepy thing that's not entirely clear in the movie: Albais 13 in the book so her relationship w Gorodish is
that of an inappropriate & unrealistically willing Lolitato Gorodish's less salacious Humperdink.

Jim says

very stylish, as you would think from the movie. The movie might be somewhat better though it's been thirty
years -- | was an impressionable teen and was swept away with its style. | suspect this was written when the
author was at USC. The plotting is very tight and though somewhat suspect, keeps things moving enjoyably
enough to outmaneuver any uncharitable questions. interesting how easily corruption and innocence coexist
in this book...

Andrew says

| was overjoyed to find this book secondhand because Divais one of my favourite movies and | have fond
memories of it as one of thefirst 'foreign’ film | saw. From memory, the plot is aimost identical in the book,
with just adlight diversion towards the end when it all kicks off. The prose is short and sharp, the plot
intricate yet smple. | would describe it as a perfect crime novel which has made me want to see the movie
all over again.




Tfitoby says

| recently saw the movie version of this book and switched it off half way through, not because it was bad
but because | was so excited by the style and content that | simply had to read the book first. It arrived today
and | devoured it in no time.

It'salight, fun, read; an enjoyable update of the hard-boiled style in to what | can only agree with othersis
quite similar to French New Wave but from the 80's instead of the 60's. The content is al pulp crime staples;
underworld figures, innocent men caught up in something unwholesome, murder as a matter of courseand in
the figures of Able and Gorodish you have the beginnings of a great pair of crooks who would go on to star
in several other novels. | think somebody else mentioned Charles Willeford in their review and from my
experience of hiswork that seems to be quite accurate. Light, enjoyable with a dark undertone. Only
Delacortarefrains from inflicting the existentially downbest ending on his light breeze of a story.

A brief note on the lead pair from this series; he is an older man, aformer concert pianist (echoing the
protagonist from Shoot the Piano Player, afavourite David Goodis novel of mine and highly popular in
France, made in to a French New Wave film by Truffaut) who admits early in this book to having previously
taken nude photos of underage girls (an anti-hero who is an admitted paedophile????) Whilst sheisa 13 year
old in ahurry to grow up and be 'loved' as awoman should be by her man, she is atalented thief aware of the
machinations of those around her but seemingly quite innocent of the ways of the underworld.

I'm sure this kind of partnership will unsettle alot of people but there's something about the matter of fact,
unseedy way that Delacortawrites their relationship that seems to make it acceptable; there's no sex for
example, he makes a point of rebuffing her advances throughout and he tries his best to care for her in his
own way.

Whilst thiswasn't asincredible as | had hoped it would be, it did provide me hope that the series will grow
and | might be lucky enough to enjoy the later books even more.

Davidg says

Warning: The Alba series of books centre on the relationship between a 13 year old girl who is frequently
described in sexual terms and aman in his late 30s. Although it is made clear that no sexual intercourse
occurs, their sharing of beds and nudity is unsettling to the modern reader. However, the fact that Albais
more mature than most 18 year olds makesit possible to enjoy the stories despite the qualms asit hard to
believe that the character described isreally only 13. | suspect that Delacorta only gives her the age of 13 just
to shock, he could easily have made her 15 ( the age of consent in much of Europe) without changing
anything else.

Having got that out of the way, Divais afun read as anyone who watched the film will know. The amoral
nature of the 'heroes’ is great fun and the comeuppance for the baddies is very satisfying. Compared to the
other books in the series, the secondary characters and plots are very well drawn. The noirish plot is good
fun.




Michael says

| won't rate this book as | bailed on it after four pages.

The author seems to think that paedophiliais hip and cool, but | don't. Maybe he just put this element in to
shock, in which case it worked too well for me.

David Tate says

The most famous of the "Alba and Gorodish" novels of Delacorta, thanks to the excellent 1979 film of the
same name. It has more plot than most of those novels, without sacrificing the somewhat surreal bohemian
style of the others. It's hard not to like Jules, the "young man with an old name", who becomes infatuated
with the opera singer Cynthia Hawkins.

Stylish, tantalizing, at times breathless and at other times contemplative. Not atimeless classic, but an
awfully good book.

Rich Gamble says

The source material for the visually stunning 1981 French film of the same name, Divais an interesting but
not essential companion given the films lack of emphasis on narrative. The clearest difference here is that
Albathe 13 year old nymphette is here a blonde French girl rather than a Vietnamese orphan while other plot
points were rightly streamlined and omitted from the movie. On its own Diva stands up as a quick, sleek
crime read. Forgotten by many thisisthefirst in a series of six translated books which probably got lost
between readers of popular fiction gravitating toward big 500 page tomes and serious readers that would be
put off by itslack of literary aspirations. If you approach thiswith an open mind it makes for an interesting
euro curio and afun way to spend afew hours.

Christopher says

Thisisthe book that French film director Jean-Jacques Beineix adapted into his marvelous 1981 masterpiece
of the same name, a movie which marked both his feature debut and the start of what was retroactively
labeled as the "cinéma du look," a grouping of films noteworthy for their beautiful visuals. Who can forget
the breathtaking aria from Catalani’s “LaWally” that opens the film (https.//youtu.be/mTLFITIX6IE)? |
remember, the first time | watched the movie, being blown away by the combination of a police-thriller story
and lush art-film aesthetics. So | was curious to know the source material .

Unfortunately, while Delacorta's book is an entertaining enough read, it has none of what makes the movie
so specia. Somehow, without Beineix's flourishes, the plot coincidences feel stale. It's afunctional thriller.
No more; no less.




Jonathan says

SpOi|er*********SpOi|er*********3p0i|er*******

Thiswas an interesting read, especialy if you have seen the movie. For me, the changes that were made for
the film make the story more interestingamd more believable. | can't see the affair with the Diva, and the
motivations presented in the book don't ring true. It is better to not present them and have audience wonder
than to give things that ring false.

Steve says

Like everyone else here, gonna do the movie (which | saw when it wasfirst released, and still remember as a
fun romp). Yes, aquick read, and fun. Plot holes here and there. And really, it is quite superficial about opera
and Classical music. A lot of name dropping, but that is about as deep asit gets (the author'swifeisa
classical musician).

Maybe it is a European thing, but | find it quite creepy that the lead femaleis 13 going on 14, and has quite
an adult attitudes towards sex. Well, at |east the 40'ish lead male (who she islove with, despite their age
difference, of course!) is gentleman enough not to want to take her until she turns 14!

Quick read and the plot rolls along quite quickly. I'll probably ook for some of the other booksin this series.
And rewatch the film (which does have some differences, from what | remember).

Linda Barlow says

Good story, very poor writing. Rarely can | say the movie was better, but definitely in this case.

GeorgeK. says

MIKP? 0GTUVOUIK? HLBIOT?pNUa TOU dlaB?ETAI LOVOPO?@ U200 GE BUO-TPEIC 7PEC. Z'AUT? TO
BiBAlap?KI Baoc?leTal N OU?UTAN YOAALK? TOV?0 TOL 1981, TNV OTI0?0 K?1ola oTIyU? 6a KateR?0w
Kal Ba dw.



Eal to p?to BIPA?0 [ag OE1p?G UE ?PWEG TOV TIP?NV TIAV?0TA KAl VUV KOUTIVad?p0 Zepl
MK?2pOVTIC KOl TNV SEKATPI?X POV TPOCTATEL ZUEVH TOU PAUTI, TIOL OTI? UIKP? ?XEl APECT OTO VA
KA?BEl avTIKEAUEVA ATT? oy d1? Kal TOPTOP?AIA aTr? VTPEC TIOL BOUTI?ONKAV aTI? TNV OUOP@ ? TNC.
TNV I0TOP?0 PO, BA UTAEXTOV UE VAV A?TPN TNG 2MEPOC KA EEWTEPIK? LTTPAANAO IAG
OlOKOYPA@PK?G ETAIPE0C, A Ha?pr coTpVo dlEBVo?C O2uUng, vav BaactAl? tou Mapliolo? otov
TOU?0 TOU EUTIOP?0L AEUK?C OOPK?C KOl OKANPV VAPKWIIKY, Vav dlE@BapUNV0 AOTUVOULK?
OlELBLVVT? KAl dUO KAG?TEG, IO OXETIK? LE TNV 0OTPVO, TNV NT?2BA, KAl (A OXETIK? JUE TIC
BPwOBdOVAEI?C TOU BACIAL? TOU EYKAZUATOC.

H ag@ynon €val ToA? wpa?d, KIVUATOYPa@ K? 00 PAeyd, TA TPAUATA YVOVTal TIOA? yp2yopa Kdl
0 CLUYYPOP?U G OEV OTIITOA?El TIOAA?C TIPOT?0EIC VIO VO TEL AUT? TIOU B7AEL, 2TV oAV va ?BAET
TaIv?o dp?ong Kal ?x1 va dt2Bada BiPA?0. PuOIK? dev UTI?PXEL B700C OTNV 1OTOP?0 KAl TOUG
XOPOKT?PEC, OAA? OKOTL?G TOUL BIBA?0L a1 va SlOOKED?TEL VIO ANEC 7PEC TOV AVOW?20TH LE Hid
eValO@?poLOn KAl EUX?PIOTN OCTUVOUIK? TEPITI?TELD.

STO EAANVIK? 2XEl KUKAO@OP?oel PAA0 a BIBA?0 Tou NteAak?pta (PevdVupo Tou EABETO?
ouyypa@?a Daniel Odier), pe 2pweg TPAI TOUC 2P KO PAUTI, L€ TOV T?2TA0 A?AQ, OT? TIC EKO?0EIG
AIBAN. Oa PZwva 10 Bpw Kol oUT?.

Joshua says

A quick, fun read that | have been meaning to get to for years. | remember seeing the 1981 movie made from
the book (Diva) and enjoying it as avery stylized mystery that reminded me alot of something a French
Michael Mann would have made. Then | found this on the bookshelf after the kid woke me up at 2AM the
other day.

Thisisthefirst of afour books: Diva, Nana, Lola, and Lunathat feature Gorodish - a professional criminal in
his 40s - and his 13 year-old ingenue partner Alba. The plot isinteresting and fast-paced, and it reminds me
of the pulp fiction books I inhale (Jim Thompson, Charles Willeford, Jim Tulley, etc.) save that they take
place in Parisin the 1970s and are a departure in setting and style from what is usually identified as a
typically American genre.

I'm looking forward to the other books...




