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M. says

Arabic/English Review
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*****

I have to admit that I have a particular weakness for books with the name of a city in the title, and I have to
admit that I have a particular weakness as well for Alexandria; the magical cosmopolitan city, Alexandria of
the thirties and the forties that embraced all races, religions, and nationalities. That's why this book had been
always near the top of my to-read list, and that's also why there was some disappointment while reading and
after finishing it, it was almost inevitable after this kind of high expectations. The novel is not bad actually,
but I was probably looking for something different.

The novel takes place during the second world war, it revolves mainly around Sheikh Magd, who's
compelled to move from the country to Alexandria, we see the great city with his, and his wife's, eyes with
emphasis on the poor and marginalized people, their districts and conditions that literary works discussing
this period don't often focus on. The novel is rich with the news headlines of this historical period, that say a
lot about life then. Most of the narration used spiritual style that I didn't like much though I'm sure many
would, I can't deny as well being irritated with some cliches and repeated themes specially in the relationship
between Muslims and Christians in Egypt.

It's an entertaining panorama overall for Alexandria and its streets, for its people, for friendship and love, and
for the world war; its raids, twists, and poor soldiers, the fuel of war everywhere throughout the entire history
of mankind.

Marwa says
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Sue says

The story of Egypt, let alone Alexandria, during WWII was a great unknown to me. Happily Meguid's book
has provided plenty of historical information while also providing a story of the city's inhabitants that opens
up that history. He chooses Sheik Magd al-Din and his friend Dimyan as the center of the novel. The Sheik is
a devout Muslim who has memorized the Quran. He has been forced to leave his country village due to an
inter family feud and killings and came with his wife and daughter to Alexandria. Dimyan is a Copt living in
Alexandria who will become Magd al-Din's daily companion and friend.

As the novel begins, the war is beginning in Europe and The mood in Alexandria is removed from all that
though there is awareness and some worry. What we see in this novel is truly a city without sleep. Some
quarter is always stirring, especially with people moving through from all over the middle East, escaping
from Europe, traveling within Egypt. Alexandria was filled with so many people of differing beliefs who
very often tried to live together and succeeded. We see them in their daily activities, practicing their faiths,
dealing with their fears. Humans in a cosmopolitan city, an Egyptian city.

Highly recommended for those who read historical fiction with a strong history content.

Rating 4.5

Bodour Bahliwah says
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