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From Reader Review A German Requiem for online ebook

Nigeyb says

With ‘A German Requiem’ Philip Kerr has saved the best until last, at least in terms of the original Berlin
Trilogy (‘March Violets /'The Pale Criminal’/* A German Requiem’). Ten years after this origina trilogy
Philip Kerr returned to the character and, in 2006, started to write more Bernie Glnther books. At the time of
writing this review in 2016, there are currently 11 Bernhard Gunther books.

‘A German Requiem’ is superb. Echoes of the 1949 British film noir classic 'The Third Man' directed by
Carol Reed are all over this book, including afew explicit references to casting and filming a scene. A
book/film double bill of ‘A German Requiem’ and 'The Third Man’ would be awonderful combination.

Aswith the first two books, it’ s the period detail that really elevates ‘A German Requiem’ and the legacy of
Nazism, and the dawn of Cold War international intrigue and espionage, are cleverly and dramatically
evoked.

Since we last caught up with Bernie, in 1938, he' s got married, reluctantly been employed by the SS, and
been a Russian POW lucky to escape with hislife. ‘A German Requiem’ isset in 1947. Most of the action in
‘A German Requiem’ takes place in Vienna where nothing is quite what it seems. Ostensibly Bernie isthere
on amurder investigation but he is soon thrown into a complex, murky world populated by duplicitous
Russians, Austrians, Germans, and Americans. The less you know about the plot the better, but suffice to say
‘A German Requiem’ isthe most dramatic and surprising book in thetrilogy. I’ m also pleased to say that the
rampant misogyny of the first two books is far more reigned in here, and Bernie emerges as a more rounded,
likeable and humane individual, which augers well for the rest of the series.

Asastand alone book ‘A German Requiem’ isagreat read, and would still be for areader with no prior
knowledge of Bernie Ginther, however it's when taken as awhole that the achievement of the ‘Berlin Noir:
March Violets/ The Pale Criminal / A German Requiem’ trilogy becomes apparent. Read together they form
awonderful tale that coverstherise and fall of the Third Reich which brings home the day to day realities of
life for atypical German. Bravo Philip Kerr, abrilliant achievement. | look forward to reading the rest of this
series.

5/5

Cudeyo says

En este tercer libro de la serie Berlin Noir, nos encontramos a Bernie en el Berlin de la postguerra; arrasado
por las bombas, unaisla en medio de territorio soviético, donde el hambrey la enfermedad son los reyes del
mambo. Bernie es contactado por un antiguo comparfiero de la policia para que investigue el misterioso
asesinato de un oficial americano en Viena. Y alla se vaBernie, auna Vienague niega cualquier pasado
comun con Alemania, en la gue gobiernan de forma "comunal" 10s aliados, especialmente Estados Unidosy
URSS. Y esque e comienzo de la guerrafriaes ya patente; hay un nuevo enemigo, y ya se sabe "los
enemigos de mi enemigo son mis amigos'.



Unavez mas la ambientacion del libro es increiblemente realista. Describe perfectamente €l ambiente
desolador, donde todos son supervivientes en un mundo que acaba de salir de unaguerray teme entrar en
otra, y nada es |o que parece.

Jim Mullin says

Thisisthe third book in the Philip Kerr “Bernie Gunther” acclaimed series; and the best so far. To date the
series takes place in pre WW2, during WW2 and shortly after WW2 Germany. The books makesit very
interesting with regards to day to day life of the Germans coping with victory, defeat, chaos, holocaust guilt.
Asfar asthe “mystery/thriller the plot in this book was the top of the three.

Diana Babii says

Not my personal preference.

James says

Another excellent entry in the Bernie Gunther series —#3, set mostly in post WWII Austria.

With every page | was deeply impressed with the late Philip Kerr’'s ability not only to redistically set his
story in the world that existed in 1947, but to get the reader invested in characters who were, at a minimum,
witness to unspeakabl e barbarism, if not actual participants.

Mark says

to start this book finishes Philip Kerrs Berlin Noir trilogy and while the story startsin Berlin 1947, acity
under siege by the communist threat, most of it playsin Vienna. So | would label thislast book more Vienna
Noir than anything.

This whole book was guided by my internal soundtrack of Orson Welles The third man mostly by Anton
Karas who played the famous theme on the zither. Which is perhaps not that odd when you consider the
story told in this novel and the amount both have in common and not just the same era. Fitting that Kerr lets
his book end on amovie set for the same movie.

Bernie Gunther in his post-WWII Berlin finds live violent and difficult after escaping from a Russian
Prisoner-of -war-camp. His wife does everything to survive and he has some difficulty with that. It is good
that his private detective work sends him of to Viennawhere he is asked to prove his former colleague's
innocence. Viennalike Berlin isadivided city in which the Russians al'so have arather large foothold. In this
ancient town thereis awhole world of darkness filled by prostitution, black markets, spy-craft and murder.
Bernie has to find his way through this maze of deception and is often not sure on whose side he is working
and why. And of course the old Nazis have been beaten but are they really down and out?



This book is about the shadowy underbelly of the WWII and how the various parties were dividing the
remnants of the Nazi Empire in al its knowledge and resources. Scarily enough the choices made were more
often than not so morally sound as we would like to be. Bernie is as always on nobody's side but busy with
surviving but not at any cost.

A good book written about the postwar cruelty that existed in Europe after WWII, and the shadows that were
at work to build anew world. For anybody who expected the world to become a better place after the
gruesome excesses of WWII abit of unwanted insight in the real world.

A well written book and Kerr did a much better job than in his last attempt where his sexual politics were
poor to terrible. In this book he does a much better job and also explained the world after the war which is at
no time pretty and does not excuse it.

This book isless of a detective story and far more a spy story and as such Viennawas the right place to set
thetae.

I remembered with this book why | liked the Bernie Gunther stories and can only conclude that with his later
books he did Bernie justice, as does this one.

David Lowther says

A German Requiem is the third Bernie Giinther story and was part of Philip Kerr'strilogy Berlin Nair. It's
the second time I've read it and | was not disappointed. Bernie finds himself in Vienna, employed by the
Russians to find out who murdered an American captain. Accused of the murder is Bernie's old colleague
Becker whom our hero remembers with no fondness at all. However, he needs the money and becomes
involved a plot which, despite its twists and turns, unfolds brilliantly with surprise climax.

The narrative ends against the background of the filming of The Third Man, the best ever British movie. The
author captures the dark wet feel of Viennain 1948 where nobody isto be trusted in a city jointly under the
control of the victorious alies. Bernie quickly finds thisto be true and he appears to be constantly under the
threat of violence or imprisonment.

Asusual Gunther, who narrates the adventure, is cynical but not so much asin later novels. Here he appears
to suffer from the collective war guilt that most Germans experienced in the years after the war.

A German Regquiem isavery fine and exciting tale.

David Lowther. Author of The Blue Pencil, Liberating Belsen, Two Families at War and The Summer of '39,
al published by Sacristy Press.

Ed says

Pl Bernie Gunther of post-war Berlin is a Marlowe-type shamus. Lots of Chandler metaphors, quips, and
atmosphere. The hard-boiled element isthere. Bernie goesto Vienna where he tangles with the Y anks, Brits,
"Ivans', French, and Austrians. Shifty alliances and twists drive the plot. Great, intelligent read with first-
rate writing. A must for any Pl genre fans.



Shari says

Itis1947. Berlin is divided up between the four powers, Russia, England, France, and America. The
emphasisisto clean up the country, find the war criminals and bring them to trial, and to clarify and attempt
to bring afunctional sense of government at work to the region. Thiswould be easier if the powers that be
could work together. Each of the four powers has several of their own departments working at odds with
each other as well as working at odds with those of the other powers.

Gunther has been sought out by afriend of Emil Becker's (a character in THE PALE CRIMINAL) to go to
Vienna and try to find the truth of a murder of an American undercover officer whose death has been laid at
Becker's door. Awaiting trial -- atribunal, in fact -- Becker thinks that Gunther is the man who can get to the
truth. And what Gunther findsin Viennais amorass of untruths, the murky environs of too many people
playing too many games.

What Kerr does so beautifully is show usthis very tangle of conflicting intentions from contrary powers. The
search for German war criminalsis on and those very war criminals have faked their deaths and are now
working for the Russians and the Americans under new names 'legitimately.’ The turbulence of post-war
attempts to clear things up and get a semblance of order in place allows for all sorts of misrepresentations of
the truth. Clarity is the one thing that cannot be found, and the massive disruptions of daily life make the
Hitler years ook like good order.

Kerr always gives concise Author's Notes at the ends of his stories to explain where the implications of his
stories are found. His historic conscience is obvious and he also tells us how the particular details of each
story have managed (or not) to work out in the present day. Too much of the brutality of those years made
the truth impossible to determine in far too many cases. Gunther might even find the answers he islooking
for, but that doesn't necessarily mean that all endswell. | think that is what gives his Gunther series so much
power. The mystery of espionage, 'top secret,’ and 'confidentiality’ too often mean that the answers are never
found even though it might be implied that they cannot be shared with the public. Perhaps definitive answers
simply do not exist. War. We always pretend that it is an answer -- but no one ever realy wins now, do we?

Mal Warwick says

It's1947. Berlin is a shambles. The meager amount of food available is rationed, leaving the surviving
German population on the verge of starvation while the occupying forces eat their fill. The city is sharply
divided between the eastern, Soviet-occupied zone and the rest governed by the three Western Allies. In the
western zone, German women known as “chocoladies’ sell sex for food, cigarettes, and alcohol. In the east,
rape by Russian soldiersis nearly inescapable. As Bernie Gunther reflects, “ These days, if you are a German
you spend your time in Purgatory before you die, in earthly suffering for all your country’ s unpunished and
unrepented sins, until the day when, with the aid of the prayers of the Powers—or three of them,
anyway—Germany isfinally purified. For now we livein fear. Mostly it isfear of the Ivans, matched only
by the almost universal dread of venereal disease, which has become something of an epidemic, although
both afflictions are generally held to be synonymous.”

Berlin in the wake of World War 11



These are the conditions under which former Berlin homicide detective Bernie Gunther and his wife Kirsten
stagger from day to day. Though she was a schoolteacher in the past, she now works as awaitressin an
American bar open only to servicemen. Because she frequently arrives home late he suspects she is slegping
with an American officer to obtain the coffee, butter, and chocolate that’ s obviously from the American PX.
To flee the unpleasantness, Bernie accepts a strange and lucrative job offered by a colonel in the Soviet
MV D (precursor to the KGB), he agrees to accept it even though it will require him to travel to far-off
Viennaand probably spend along time there.

A treacherous assignment in post-War Vienna

On the surface, the job appears straightforward. A German black marketer, one of Berni€'s colleagues years
earlier on the murder squad, has been imprisoned by the Americans on a charge of murdering one of their
officers. But quickly the assignment proves to be anything but smple. As Bernie digs into the details of the
case, he becomes convinced that the man isinnocent of the crime he's charged with, even though he has
done agreat many terrible thingsin hislife. However, attempting to prove that leads Bernie into atangled
affair involving American counter-intelligence, the MV D, the recruitment of German intelligence officers by
the USA, and an organized campaign to protect former SSwar criminals from exposure. Two high-ranking,
real-world Nazi war criminals— Heinrich “ Gestapo” Miller and Arthur Nebe—play crucial rolesin the tale.
Like other novelsin the Bernie Gunther series, Kerr skillfully builds suspense while digging deeply into
Bernie' s complex personality.

Philip Kerr on "collective guilt”

Bernie has a great deal to answer for, having been dragooned from the Berlin homicide squad into the service
of Josef Goebbels and later Heinrich Himmler and commissioned as an SS officer. He had refused to
participate in the mass killing of Jewsin Latvia, been reassigned to the Eastern Front, and was later
imprisoned in a Soviet POW camp, never having stooped to the arrogance and cruelty of those he served
with. But Bernie feels distinctly uneasy whenever he encounters cold, disdainful treatment at the hands of the
Americans he encounters. Although “it is certain that a nation cannot feel collective guilt,” Bernie notes,
“that each man must encounter it personally. Only now did | realize the nature of my own guilt—and perhaps
it was really not much different from that of many others: it wasthat | had not said anything, that | had not
lifted my hand against the Nazis.”

About Philip Kerr
In 1989-91, Philip Kerr wrote the first three novelsin the Bernie Gunther series. A German Reguiem

concluded thetrilogy. Fifteen years later he resumed the series, adding an additional ten novels to date (the
last of which, Greeks Bearing Gifts, is scheduled for publication in 2018).

Melinda says

Book 3 is"Requiem", which takes place after the war, mostly in Vienna. In many waysit is the least sexist
and yet somehow fallsflat to me. Again alot of intricate plotting, but It's not hard to follow. This one moves
right into Dashiell Hammett's namel ess detective, even referring to various of his books again.

Here's a quote that feels to me much like arewrite of the end Sam Spade speech from " The Maltese Falcon”
where he tells the girl why he has to do things the way he does. Thisisfrom "Requiem":

"I'm no knight in shining armour. Just a weather-beaten man in a crumpled overcoat on a street corner with



only agrey idea of something you might aswell go ahead and call Morality. Sure, I'm none too scrupulous
about the things that might benefit my pocket, and | could no more inspire a bunch of young thugsto do
good works than | could stand up and sing a solo in the church choir. But of one thing | was sure. | was
through looking at my fingernails when there were thieves in the store.”

Overal, | guess | don't find Kerr avery good writer. He's sexist and derivative, and while he can do some
good plotting and physical descriptions of places- actually very good-to me, the bad outweighs the good.

HBalikov says

For those of you who are not familiar with Kerr or his P.1., Bernie Gunther, | will provide this background. A
German Reguiem is book three in an ongoing series by Kerr that he started writing about thirty years ago.
The series arc begins before World War Il and continues long after it. Kerr, unlike many other authors, does
not write his storiesin chronological sequence. This placesalot of challenge on him to keep the back
references consistent and Gunther’ s character in line with what he has, at that moment, experienced. Kerr is
up to the task. Whether a police or private investigator, Gunther takes a traditional view of crime and
criminals. This puts him at odds with the Nazis and later with others who see political crime and scapegoats
as more important. He is troubled by injustice and has no “ coping mechanism” that allows him to shrug-off
hisfailures...they eat at his soul. Several things emerge from Kerr’ swriting and | will note only two here:
Firstisthat “his’ Berlin is as much a character in many of the stories as any person; second, he (through
Gunther) attacks evil as assiduoudly as gardener attacks invasive plant species. For all the comparisons to
other “detectives,” this makes him quite different from most writers of detective fiction.

Let us now begin with the fact that this book’ s plot is not centered in Berlin but in Vienna. Berlin has not
fared well post-WW 1. Divided among four countries for administration, little has been done to clear away
the rubble. Prostitution and black-marketing seem the only occupations that can put food on the table.
Gunther having been reunited with his wife sees their relationship eroding with the desperation of everyday
needs. He works for coal to heat their apartment; she encourages U.S. soldiers for access to their PX
foodstuffs. Can this marriage be saved?

This situation is interrupted by an opportunity to make some money by investigating the circumstances of an
old Berlin acquaintance who is now being held for murder in Vienna by the American authorities. Gunther,
with mixed emotions, accepts the job. Kerr’s confident descriptions of:

Berlin (where awoman is found surviving by eating the fungus off the wall of her apartment);

Rail travel in the Soviet zone (where Gunther is set upon by a Russian soldier); and,

Vienna (where, if you have ever seen the movie, The Third Man, everything isfor saleisaworld of spy
Versus spy).

Thisworld is so offensive to Gunther that he can barely carryon. Here is a scene where ataxi-driver attempts
to fix him up with a prostitute:

“He chuckled warmly at the thought of it all. ‘I could arrange something for you, sir. In the back of the car.
For asmall commission of course.’

“| leaned forwards on the seat. | don’t know why | bothered with him. Maybe | just don't like garter-
handlers. Maybe | just didn’t much care for his Trotsky-lookalike face.

“’That would bejust great,’ | said very tough. ‘If it weren't for a Russian table-trap | found in the Ukraine.
Partisans put atension-release trap behind a drawer that they left half-open with a bottle of vodkain there,



just to get your attention. | came along, pulled the drawer, the pressure was released and the grenade
detonated. It took the meat and two vegetables clean off at my belly. | nearly died from loss of blood. And
when finally | came out of the comal nearly died of grief. | tell you if | so much as see abit of plum I'm
liable to go mad with the frustration of it. I’d probably kill the nearest man to me out of plain envy.’

“The drive glanced back over his shoulder. ‘ Sorry,” he said nervously, ‘| didn’t mean to...””

Thisis an example of a grim joke (nothing like this happened to Gunther) that he resorts to in order to cope.
Here is another example of Gunther’s quick retorts:

“(He) smiled thinly, * Some people keep savage dogsto protect me. | have Rainis.’

“’Yes, well | hope he's house-trained.” | took off my hat and wiped my brow with my handkerchief. ‘Me, |
wouldn’t let him past the front door. I’d keep him on a chain in the yard. Where does he think he is?
Treblinka? The bastard couldn’t wait to shoot me...."”

The violence is raw, though not as frequent asin some noirs. The sex isn't very warm, when it occasionally
appears. Kerr’s gift isto make it all believable. Of hisfirst three novels, | think thisis the best. We see some
real growth in the character of Bernie Gunther. Kerr masterfully blends the historical figures with the four-
power intrigue and the mystery. If we don’t have al the clues in advance, neither does Gunther. The ending
islogical and the entire experience (as Nero Wolfe might say) satisfactory.

Giannis says

H Tp?tn TEPITT?TEIO TOL XEP TKONVTEP, HOC PPPOKElI O VA UETATIOAEUIK? BEPOANVO, va BEPOAVO
KOTESTPOUUNVO, ATOUOVWU VO OTI? TOUG ZUMU?X0LE KAl E TOUG KATO?KOUC TOL va {ouv
TANPVOVTOC TO ATIOTP?MAI0 EYKA?UATA TOL O 2rpa&av ol Nad?. O M1?pvi Ba Kata@?pel va
MTIAEXTE? EaV? O€ U200 LTT?BEAT PV0UL 1 OTID?0 B €A1 XOE? DIAPOPETIK? ATT? 2T1 GLV WG, K?TI TIOV
ME EVILE OPIOUVEC POP?C KA PANEC OV PpECE. ALV UTIOP? VA KATAAZEW AV 2TOV «TO@?» ETIAOY?
TOU GLYYPAP?A VA KIVNBE? 0€ dlAPOPETIK? LOVOTI?TIA OTI? TO KAWGGIK? TOU «V0U», GAA? 2youpa
MOV KP?TNOE TO EVAIAQP?POV U?2XPL TIC TEAELTA 7EC OEADEC.

AUT? TIOU OUVEX?LEL VO LNV HOU aP?0El, ENVAL TO TI?00 «T7AEI0C» ENAL 0 XAPOKT?pAC. ATI?0TEVUTO
AOYOWVIK?, Ol YUVO ZKEC VA TIAPTOLV OTA TI2dI 0 TOU, Ol £XOP0? TOU VO TOV «BaLU?(OVV», KOl TO T1O
HEY?A0 OPVNTIK? VIO EPVO ENVAL N €2K0AN A70N ToL Kerr va AapBvel 1?2pog Va yeyov?¢ TO 0TID70
Ba AAA?EEl TA?PWC TNV T?XN TOU TPWTAYWVIOT? Eva1 TIOA? «&EV?pwTo» va CUUBaVEL K?TL
«TUX0?0» TIOV By?Lel aTr? T 0?0KOAN 8701 TOV TPWIAYWVIOT? HO¢. Od TPOTIHO?0d K?TI T1O
PEAAICTIK?, €Q?00V KAl TO YEVIK?TEPO 2POC TwV BIBAZwY ToL Bac?(etal o AANBIV? IOTOPIK?
YEYOV?TO KO TNV TPOYUOTIK?2TNTA. 0¢ VIEVTXKTIB-E£0A00PELT?C PaVT?El EKT?C KAPUOTOG TLV
201V TV BIBAWY...

Kat?ta 7AAd, T(?paod uX?ptota dlaf?2ovTag 10 KAl EKT2UN0O SEVTWCE TIG TDAA?G TIOT?G
TIANPOPOP?EC TIOL LG 2DWOE O CLUYWPOP?20C VIO EKEVN TNV TEP?0d0!

VasilisKalandaridis says



To BEpoA O €1val TANYWUAVO0,00KATEUVO 0XEOV SIOAVUNVO.TO 1810 aKPIB?G E1vVal KI O
BernieMaAAov yi'aut? amodp? atn Bivvn ?1rmou e To SIK? TOU EEXWPIOT? KAl ET?TOVO TPOTIO
Bp?oKel TEAIK? TN A?0n Kal TN A?tpwaon.O Kerr eval pey?Aog u?0Topac.

Richard White says

Wow! What an amazing series. Part historical fiction with agreat protagonist. A must read if your interested
in the inner workings of Nazi Germany. Finally a book from the viewpoint of a German during this troubled
timein history. Best book on this subject hands down.

Dave says

In Kerr's Bernie Gunther series, he successfully tells a historical narrative through the means of a hardboiled
detective with the dark world of 1930's Germany forming almost a hardboiled character of itself. The first
three books of what later became a dozen novels form what is referred to as the Berlin trilogy, tracing
Gunther’ s passage through the 1930’ s into a dark chapter of evil. The second novel |eaves off as
Chamberlain loses hislast chance to stand up to Hitler and hands over athird of Czechoslovakia without a
shot being fired and Kristallnacht , the night of broken glass rages in the German cities. The gates of hell are
about to blow open.

Book three picks up the story many years later in 1947 as the few survivors pick their way through the ruins
of Berlin and the West begins to realize just what they are facing in Soviet occupied Eastern Europe. The
story now is hot just surviving in the face of atotalitarian regime, but of different factions betting on the
outcome. It's still adark dreary world but it’ s different and you really need a scorecard to figure out whose
on your side. And the scars of the past are hard to hide.

There's acomplex murder case that Gunther is hired to investigate. It's in Vienna and the story for the most
part takes place there. In many ways, this part of the story has all the hallmarks of a classic hardboiled
mystery from the explosive violence, the coarseness, the women in the nightclubs, and the late night
rendezvouses. But, it’ s the historical background that elevates this story to something more than just another
murder mystery.

Pamela says

Bernie Gunther takes on an assignment in Vienna, where aformer colleague from the Kripo is facing a death
sentence for the murder of an American soldier. Gunther soon concludes that both his colleague and the
American were involved in shady dealings, maybe the flourishing black market or perhaps some kind of
espionage, but the further he digs, the more loose ends and contradictions he uncovers.

| found this book less enjoyabl e than the previous two in this series (originally atrilogy which Philip Kerr
later extended). Its main strength liesin its skilful use of well-researched period detail, and the depiction of
post-War Viennais fascinating. Likewise the comparison of its decay and ruin with Berlin, the similarities
and differences in the fate of these two great cities being woven brilliantly into the narrative. There are also
clever references to the film industry, Orson Welles and the film "The Third Man'.



However, the plot is rather convoluted, sometimes unnecessarily so, and | found myself thinking at the end
that it was all rather pointless. With the previous books, | quickly became intrigued and then engaged and
then totally engrossed, with this book | read cheerfully to the end without really caring too much what the
solution was.

With Bernie Gunther, | also personally find it's best to read his accounts of his sexual encounters as quickly
as possible and then put them out of my mind - somehow they are more brutal and unpleasant than the scenes
of violence and less easy to accept in the context of the plot. | appreciate that Gunther is an anti-hero figure,
but there'salack of subtlety in this aspect of Kerr's writing that jars with how he demonstrates his skill
elsewhere.

Overall, not abad read and | will definitely continue with the series, but not my favourite.

Chrissa Vasileiou says

To "Teppavik? PXPBien" eval to BiA?0 Tou KAEEL TNV 'TpiAoy?a Touv BepoAvou' Tou Philip Kerr
KOl N 10Top?a 10U dladpapat?(etal to 1947, atn Bivvn. ?xouv TeEp?0el 10 XpVia aTt? TIG
TEAEVUTO 26C TEPITI?TEIEC TOL MTT?pVI TKONTEP, KAl T?200 N dIK? TOL {W? 200 KAl 0 K?0U0¢ 2Twg TOV
PEEPE WC 7PWAC KI EUE?C WG VAW ?0TEC, ?XEI AAAZEEL. O TIPAEUOC ?XEl TEAEL?0EL, 0 X 2TAEP PXEl
NtTNOe? Kal ol ZOPIETIKO? UE TOUG APEPIKAVOUC KVOUV T7p0 KOUUVTO.

Ta 3a0Tep?KIA OEV ONUAVOLV TG OEV 0L ?PECE YEVIK? TO BIPA?0 - ATIA? UOU ?pECE ALY?TEPO
OTITA LTTPAOITIO TIOL X W dlaB?0¢el. Kal dev 10 TEpuEval Mep?ueva va dlaB?0w pe evala@?pov pia
UTI?0e0n TIOL Ba €EEAIGO?TAV OTNV AATPEUVN HOL BI'Vvn, K?TW aTr? EVIEA?C BIOQOPETIK G
OLVOKEG, XWP?C TNV VA{IOTIK? FepUav?a ToU X 2TAEP KAl TOU X2UAEP VT TH QOP? OTO
TIPOOKN10. Kal €2XE TIPYUATI EVOIAQ?p0V VA B0 B?(el KAVE?C TO TT2¢ N PAAOTE TIIV20XUPN KAl
"PYnAop?ta’ Feppav?a PETP?El T?0 TIC TANY?C TNC. 2TG TTVTA, 0 Kerr Tpou ol 2¢El (TAUT?XPova LE
TN HUBIGTOPNHUATIK? TOL dP?0N) KAl TO IGTOPIK? UTI?BAOPO TNC ETIOX?C, KI 2TWC TTAVTA KOB?A0U
WPAIOTOINUAO.

UWC, TO BIPA?0 HOU QANKE K2TIWG... UTEPOEUNVO0. 10 XpA1a YEU?TA KEV? EV01 TIOAA?, 1810 ?TEP
2T0V aUT? 1A KEV? TETYOVTOl £0? KI EKE? 200 OTNV LTI?OEON KOl eV ENVAI TA?PWC AVETITLYUVA. O
MTT?pvI KOUBOA?El GAVT?0UOTO TIOU TIOPOHA/0UV AVWOTO OTOV OVAW?20TH... 200 0T UTT?A0I TI!
BIBA?0 TNC Oe1p?¢, TIOL BV ?X0LV EKOOBE? OTA EAANVIK?, LOBA VOUE TEPIOT?TEPA VIO TNV
OeKOET?0 1938-48. Agv TO 2w Y2EL,OAA? TO EATIZ{w. KI 1] 2010 N 10TOP?0 €AVAL ETT?0N G UTEPIEUVN,
KOl Ba PAeya e Vav TP?TO ?X1 KAl T?00 yonTeLuTIK?. Kolv?g, 8a PAeya TG OTAN? TEPUEVA VO
EETUAIXTE? ETITZAOUC TO KOUB?pl TG UTIPECNC VIO VA W TI YVETAL, OAA? OV £€2X0 KO0 7pegn va
10 EETUAZZ W N 210! Kak? aut?!

MPOCWIIK?, TIOTE?W TG OTT? TO BIBA?0 PAEITE Hia 'OTI?00" TIOL ?XW BPEL 0 7AAA. Zy0UPa Ol
€EEAEEIC TP?XOUV KAl Ol AVOTPOTEG dlad?XovTal N 20 TNV PAAN, AAA? dEV OKEPTAUOLV TO OT?pU
OK?UO Kl 210V OgV £7X0 TO BIBA?0 AVOIYULAO UTPOCT? OV, 21wG PANEC POP?C. ALV E EVOXAO?0E VO
TO 0@P?0W OTNV KPN Vid A0, 21g PAANEC QOP?C. Agv HIE 2TPWYAV TA X 7p10 HOL VO Yup70w yp2yopa
TIC OEA?DEC, V1A VO W TI Ba YVEI TIPAK 2T, 2T PANEC POPC...

AyaT? Tov MTt?pviI TKOVTEP KI Ay Tr? TOV Kerr Kol avoywwp?{w TG 7A0l oG ?X0UUE KOl TIC
ALY?TEPO dLVAT?C CTIYU?C HAC. Mo pva, Yo T?2to1a OTIYU? Eal Kal TO "PXPIeW”. OTwod?rote
X7PNKO vd U700 T LETATOAEUIK? V20 TOU MTT?pVI, GAA? ETT?0NC OTIWOO?TIOTE TA TIPOTIOAEUIK? V70
TOU KOl OUT? TIOU OKOAO?BN0AV TIG ETTPUEVEG OEKAET?EC KOl TIPOL L1 ?2{0OVTal OTa £TT2UEvVa PIRA?a
HOU @VNKaV TIOA? TH O VAl @?pOVTa.



Tfitoby says

This one felt more like a history lesson than a noir thriller, Bernie Gunther basically behaving like atour
guide through post war atrocities than as a German Marlowe.

There's some kind of convoluted plot involving multiple parties with dubious morals and an elastic sense of
who is working with/for whom, there's so much back stabbing and double crossing going on simply serving
as a stream of red herrings and the padding out of the book to it's longer than previous entries page count.

The blurb talks about alegacy of dirt and horror beyond anything Gunther had previously experienced and |
spent the entire novel waiting to be shocked or appalled or horrified or...somebody get me a thesaurus? |
wasn't, and Bernie didn't seem to be. In many ways it had a similar plot to Graham Greene's The Third Man
which was referenced both directly and indirectly multiple times throughout this trip to Vienna but it
replaced the sparse nature with an unwarranted bloatedness and class with a more honest vulgarity and A
German Requiem comes off looking worse for it.

| sure hope the 4th Bernie Gunther installment returnsit to it's previous glory, especially the fun hard boiled
aspect of March Violets or | may not read the rest of the series.

Lynne Premo says

Mysteries have always been one of my favorite forms of historical fiction because of their ability (when well
written) to provide a glimpse of life in another time, place, etc while still being entertaining but not insulting
your intelligence. Kerr does so wonderfully here with post-WW!I1 Berlin/Vienna, dipping in additional
information about the Soviet POW camps, postwar espionage and hypocrisy among the governmental bodies
involved, and the atrocities on all sidesthat came at the end of the war. Because of what happened during the
war, the view of German civilians after peace was declared has been overlooked to alarge extent by all but
academics. Kerr does an admirable job in rectifying that gap via private investigator Bernie Gunther.




