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Berfin Kanat says

William Beckford Allah seni n'apmas?n, cok mu di?indin bunlar? yazmak icin. Kabus gérmeme sebep olan
nadir kitaplardan birisi herhalde. Her anlamda doyumsuz birisi olan Vathek adl? halifenin tirli sagmal %klar
(korkung ttrden) yap?p cehenneme bilet kazanmas™?n hikayesi. Binbir Gece Masallar?n? okumad?m ama
benzedi? sdyleniyor, 0 zaman masallar? okumayay?m te?ekkirler. ?aka bir yana cehennem tasvirleri, cinler,
gulyabaniler, Msliman cliceler derken baya etkileyici bir kitap olu?mu?. Borgesa gére edebiyattaki ilk
hakiki kotucul cehennem Vathek de geciyor. Ak mi bilemem ama fazlas?yla gercekei oldu?u kesin. Bu arada
0n s6zi kitab?n kendisinden daha glizel olabilir, Murat Belge'ye te?ekkirler. Gotik edebiyat merakl ?s?
herkese sf 6n soz icin Aeti?im Yay?nlar? bask?s?n? tavsiye ederim. Okuyunca yazar?n Vathek'teki trli
¢?g™l?klar? hangi hissiyatla yazd???n? da anl ?yorsunuz.

Kay?p R?ht?m says

“Vay haline, bilmemesi gerekeni bilmek isteyenin ve giictini a?an bir i?e giri?en gozu pek ki?inin.”

William Beckford, yarat?c?s?n?n koydu?u s?n?rlar? karanl %k giiclerin pe?ine takAarak ihlal eden ve Y eralt?
Ate? Saray? na ula?abilmek icin halk?na deh?et sacan Abbasi soyunun dokuzuncu halifesi Vathek’in
y?k?ma stiriikleni 2ini kaleme ald???nda daha yirmi bir ya??ndayd?. Ustelik ti¢ giin iki gece icerisinde
Frans?zca olarak yazd??? Vathek, barnd?rd??? estetikler aras? ?0lenle nice yazarlara 7?2k tutan bir kaynak
gorevi gordll. Borges, L ovecraft, Mallarmé, Edgar Allan Poe ve dahaniceleri Vathek’in oryantal
??2mar kI ???n?n grotesk bir kotultk anlay???na donu?mesine tankl X ettiler ve igine daldklar? bu gotik
“Arap Masal ?’ na duyduklar? hayranl ??? her frsatta dile getirdiler.

“ Beckford, Do?u’ ya olan dii?kinl G?tnde yaln?z kalm??t?r. Gotik gelene?e ve genel olarak Avrupai
ya?ant?ya daha yak?n olan di?er yazarlar ise Walpol€' u daha sad?k bir bicimde takip etmekten
ho?nutturlar,” der Lovecraft, “ Edebiyatta Do?ailstii Korku” isimli makale serisinde. ?te Vathek’i bu denli
blyuleyici ve 6nemli bir eser yapan da Beckford' un bu yaln?zl??? olmu?tur.

Asl?nda her ?ey Antoine Galland' ?n 18. ylizy?A?n ba??nda yapt??? Binbir Gece Masallar? gevirisiyle ba?lar.
Avrupa edebiyat?na girecek oryantal konular ve karakterler ag?s?ndan adeta bir hayat ce?mesi gorevi

ba??ndan itibaren masals? 6zUni belli eder okuyucuya. Vathek’i okurken Binbir Gece Masallar? n?n biraz
uzunca bir k?sm?n? okuyormu? gibi hissetti?Zimi soyleyebilirim fakat yine de elimdeki kitab?n bir roman
oldu?unun dafark?na varmak miumkindi. Beckford, ?ehrazat’ a ?ahriyar’ ?n kar??s?nda bir giin daha hayatta
kalabilsin diye hediye etmi2tir sanki Vathek'i, fakat ?ehriyar’ ?n bu biraz fazla uzatm?? masaldan
s?k?abilece?ini akl?na getirmemi2tir.

Beckford’ un gergek yetene?inin ortaya ¢kt ??? k?sm?n Do?u’ya ait betimlemeler oldu?unu da sdylemem
gerekir. Kitab?na konu etti? topraklara hi¢ ayak basmam?? ve Do?u hakk?nda bildi? her ?eyi ara?t?rmalar?
sayesinde 6?renmi? bir yazara gore anlatt??? manzaralar oldukga canl? ve hayal guicuiniin geniAi?ini yans?t?r
nitelikte. Bunun en guizel 6rne?ini ise Do?u ihti?am?n? ve [Uksuinl -biraz abart?? olsa da- aktarabilmek icin
yaratt??? Be? Duyu Saray? d?r bence.



Bol kepgeden sunulan bitiin bu oryantal manzaran?n ortas?na kiiglk kara bir leke olarak dii?en Gotik
unsurlar ise bana gore bu kitab?n tad? tuzu olan k?s?m. Masals? anlat?m?n getirdi?i hafif mizahla birle?en
Urpertici baz? detaylar bu ilging kar??t1%k sayesinde daha da 6n plana ¢?k?yor. Bu ylizden de kitaba ak?
kar?2t?r?c? ve gercekten de tuhaf bir atmosferin hakim oldu?unu sdylemek mumkin. Bir sayfa énce korkung
cirkinli?ini okuyup hem Urperip hem de tiksindi7iniz Hintli karakterini bir sayfa sonra dertop olup kendini
tekmeleterek yuvarlan?rken buluncainsan ne hissedece?ini ?a??rabiliyor pek tabii. Ancak bir kag sahne
sonraVathek’ in gile oynaya onlarca cocu?u kurban etmeye kalk??mas?n? okuyunca Urpermeye kald???n?z
yerden devam edebiliyorsunuz.

Cok ?ey bilmesine ra?men hep daha fazlas™? 6?renmek isteyen Vathek karanl 2k guiclerin oyunlar?na ag?k
hale gelecek ve servetiyle saray?ndan ¢cok daha fazlas?? kaybedecektir. Goklerin sr?naermek icin
yapt?rd??? Babil Kules benzeri kule de onu dinin ¢ekti? s?n?r?n Gtesine gotirecek bir ¢7k?? noktas? olur.
S?’nrda elinde tutmak icin bekleyen provokator karakter ise Hintli’dir. Hintli’ nin Vathek'in akl ?na girmeye
ba?ad??? andan itibaren kitab?n ba??nda gérdu?imaiz tum giizelliklerin yerini yava? yava? cirkinli?in
almaya ba?ad???n? fark ederiz. Balland?ra balland?ra betimlenen do?unun tim zevk ve gosteri?i, yerini
karanl??a, mide buland?r?c? ve Urkutiict sahnelere b?rakmaya ba?lar.

Fakat okuyucunun tizerinde korkung bir etki b?rakan Hintli’ den ayn? oranda biiyUlenir Vathek. Bu girkin
elcinin Vathek’ e vaat etti? Yeralt? Ate? Saray? vetim zenginlikler halihaz?rda Vathek’in elinde olandan
fazlas? de?ildir, hatta onun zenginliklerinin yan?nda soniik bile kalan “harikalar” d?r. Amabu vaatler as”nda
sadece bahanedir. Ciinki geng hikiimdar? bu denli yoldan ¢?karan iki U¢ biylt obje de?il, bilinmeyenin ve
yasakl? olan?n cazibesidir. Kendisine yiklenen sorumluluktan ne pahas?na olursa olsun kurtulup ba?ka bir
hayat? ya?ama istedi?dir. Bundand? ki Vathek asl?nda bu masal ”n icerisindeki gergek kotii ve gotik
karakter de?ildir bence. Ba?lang?ctan itibaren ?eytani bir kétlluk anlay??? yoktur. Ars?zI??? ve yasakl?
olana duydu?u ?ehvet onu kitab?n sonunda donii?ti?l canavar haline getirir.

Jorge Luis Borges, “ Beckford' ?n Yeralt? Ate?i Saray?, edebiyat?n ilk korkung cehennemidir. Hat?rlad???m
kadar?yla da Vathek’ ten 6nce yaz?Ilm?? hichir eserin 'tekinsiz oldu?u sdylenemez,” diyerek Vathek’in
merak ve h?rs?n kollar?nda stiriiklendi?i cehennemi lay???yla betimlemi? olur.

Kitab?n belki de en ¢cok 6vgl alan k?sm? olan cehennem bolimi anlat?m itibariyle de kitab?n genelinden
farkl?d?r. Vathek giderek hedefine yakla??rken biz de kitaba bolca yedirilmi? olan kara mizah dgelerinin
kademeli olarak azald???n? fark ederiz. Kag”n?maz sona yakla?t?k¢a masals?2 2k yava?ca kaybolur ve yerini
Bat?? anlamda yaz2Am?? bir roman?n kapan?? sahnesine b?rak?r. Bu sayede okuyucu art?k iAerin
ciddile?mekte oldu?unun ay?rt?navarabilir. Art?k Vathek icin cezaland?r2ma, okuyucular icin de dersama
vakti gelmitir.

Velhas?, 7thaki Yay?nlar? etiketiyle elime gegen Vathek, bana tizerine di?inecek pek cok ?ey veren zengin
bir kitapt?. H?zl? yaz2Amas?n?n getirdi? bir tak?m aksakl %klar ve geci ?tirmeler olsa da bunlar™ kitaptan
al?nacak zevki baltalayacak kadar biyuik sorunlar oldu?unu diinmuyorum. Kitab?n sonunda yer aan,
Selcuk Aylar ve Yank? Enki imzal ? sonszi i se mutlaka okumal 2s?n?z.

Unutmadan, Vathek’i okumaya hala niyetliyseniz tavsiyem tek oturu?ta okuman?z olacakt?r. Vathek’i
Do?u’ nun di?er unutulmu? despotlarn?n yan?na géndermeden dnce, umudunuz el verdikge merak?n ve
bilginin biyusinden ¢Zkmaman?z dile?yle.

- Beyza TA?DELEN
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

Vathek, William Beckford, Edited with an introduction by Roger Lonsdale, London: Oxford university press,
1970=1349, 187 Pages
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Paul says

There is a story behind my purchasing this book. | occasionally bid on book lots at the local auction house.
Recently | bid on abox of books which looked rather interesting. | managed to transpose the numbers and



ended up with a different box of books, most of which | didn’t want. However there were seven folio society
book from the late 1950s and early 1960s, which | have kept (sending the others back to auction). Thiswas
one of the folio society books.

I knew little about Vathek or William Beckford before this. It has been classified as a Gothic novel and was
written in the 1780s. Byron cited it as a source and Keats certainly was influenced by Beckford's
descriptions of the underworld. Lovecraft and Poe were also influenced as have been other writersin the
fantasy genre.

There isatouch of the Arabian Nights about this and it is set somewhere in the Middle East. It concerns
wealthy potentate Caliph Vathek and his exceptionally cruel and evil mother Carathis. Vathek is fabulously
wealthy, haslots of eunuchs, lots of wives, loves the pleasures of the flesh, has built a Babel like tower and is
also thirsty for knowledge. The story is based around Islam and involves genies, djinn and even The Prophet
putting in his views from heaven. Vathek desires more wealth and more power and that is where the “fun”
begins. We have mysterious strangers, lots of acts of cruelty and immorality, magic artifacts and talismans,
sacrifice (of children), pursuit of glory, feasting, pride and ajourney to find treasure and fortune. The last
twenty pages with the descriptions of hell are quite fun when everyone gets what they deserve.

These days the story isfairly unremarkable, although there are some unusual flourishes; it was originally
written in French. It is effectively a pact with the devil novel; just set in an Islamic context. There are aso
some comic turns. The characters are predictable and rather flat and after atime the descriptions of even
more fabulous wealth, debauchery and cruelty just become boring. Asawhole it didn’'t really work for me,
but there are al so other issues which revolve around Beckford himself.

Beckford was wealthy, very wealthy (inherited) and his income at the time was over£100,000 a year, which
was afabulous amount at the time. In later life he was a bit of arecluse and spent way too much money on
pointless building projects. He wrote Vathek in his early twenties whilst in France. The reasons for leaving
England are not entirely clear. It seems he was conducting an affair with a boy eight years his junior
(William Courtenay, son of an aristocrat) . The boy’s uncle found out and advertised it in a newspaper.
Beckford and his wife |eft the country for awhile and he wrote Vathek whilst in France. Beckford continued
to be noted for eccentricity and there are lots of stories about goings on at hishome. All thisis of little
relevancereally. What is of relevance is the source of his wealth; the dave trade and plantations in Jamaica.
Byron, whilst appreciating Vathek made some rather acerbic comments about Beckford’ s wealth. | am left
with apicture of aman wasting large amounts of money of ornate buildings whilst the sources of hiswealth
suffer thousands of miles away. It left a bad taste.

Jack says

Postmodernism has nothing on Vathek. An absolutely bizarre Gothic tale, rich in Orientalism and deviltry.
Y ou may think that the modern era has corned the market in strange, difficult texts, but there istruly nothing
new under the sun. Vathek is stranger than strange.

Jayaprakash Satyamurthy says

| seem to have embarked on a re-exploration of the gothic genre. After finishing are-read of The Castle Of
Otranto by Horace Walpole a couple of days back, Last night | finished Vathek by William Beckford, a
novel which also stems from the trend for Orientalist fiction which played upon the exoticism of an imagined
Arabic setting, largely inspired by translations of The Thousand And One Nights.



It's the story of the Caliph Vathek, a sensualist and seeker of knowledge whose quest for novelty leads him
into the snares of adiabolical plot. Promised the jewels and talismans of the pre-Adamic kings, he embarks
on an inverted pilgrim's progress with a suitable ending.

Vathek was written in a burst of inspiration over the course of roughly three days. It shows. There are many
holesin the plot, which is episodic and frequently seemsto loseitself in byways. Vathek is depicted as
having the power to strike down his foes with alook from one of his eyes when angered; yet he never uses
this power at any point in this book. As mentioned above, he is portrayed as a seeker of knowledge; yet, his
chief mativations in the course of the novel are greed and lust. We are suddenly informed that he has a
brother more than two-thirds of the way through the story. At a certain point, asif realising he could meander
about forever, Beckford visibly reinsin his plot and forces a conclusion.

But these cavils are beside the point; styleisthe measure of Beckford's success here, and this novel has style
in excess, weaving a sustained caval cade of visions that must also be the result of its rapid, intense
composition. The lush, sybaritic Palaces of the Senses, the many depictions of lavish banquets, the darkly
comedic scenes of sorcerous doings by Vathek's mother Carathis and her minions, various scenes of Vathek's
villainy and blasphemy and finally the portrayal of the devil and hell itself are all rendered with afine eye for
arresting, original detail. A vein of dark humour, occasionally tending to farce, runs through the story, giving
us permission not take it all much more seriously than Beckford seemsto have.

Stela says

| used to recall, with appalled amusement, the words of aformer colleague of mine, who was dyly intrigued
(and very proud of his cleverness) that anyone could read dead writers. What can | say? Y ou don't usually
argue with fools, whose minds are relaxed. Moreover, ignorance has many faces, and some of them arereally
funny even if in an involuntary way.

On the other hand though, maybe because there are strange points where ineptitude and intelligence seem to
cross (not always clear whether for the benefit of one or for the decline of the other), Eugene lonesco was
convinced that literature of the past is already unreadable, because time dusts it irremediably.

This may be untrue for masterpieces (even if | have to ask myself who still reads Cervantes, Dante, Homer,
etc., since | know many a so-called intellectual who didn't and who won't) but it definitely holds some truth
for lessillustrious works, like "V ahtek".

It goes without saying that Beckford is a gifted writer. Hisimagination is glorious, his descriptions powerful.
For the 17th century, | mean. For amodern reader, it is not always easy to trust his plot with the tension he
undoubtedly intended, to overlook his naive representation of good and evil, histoo loaded imagination, his
too conceptual characters, histoo evident morale.

Overdl, "The History of Caliph Vathek" looks like an oversized "1001 Nights" story - interesting in the
beginning but increasingly boring towards the end (and | have to confess | browsed the final pages). A
curiosity for gothic literature lovers and for philologists. Never an essential reading, however.




Matthieu says

Underground palaces! Concealed didacticism! Homosexual indiscretions!

Henry Avila says

Caliph Vathek isthe ruler in Baghdad and its large Empire, in the Middle East and Africa...Grandson of the
illustrious Harun a -Rashid.Of the Arabian Nights fame(thisisfiction, folks, with only avery vague
resemblance to areal man, so don't bother to look him up on Wikipedia). Being the Sth century,the Caliph
has absolute power.Also an evil eye, deadly when angered.As alot of his poor victims discovered too late.
Nobody looks at Vathek's fearsome eye, when the Caliph isin avery bad mood,for long... ..Five palaces he
has built for his many amusements.Full of histoys.A tower to reach the heavensis erected.Just for Vathek
,50 he can study the distant stars. Tallest in the world,at great expense.Most nights looking up at the
mysterious dark sky and becomes a capable astronomer, the royal man.The people suffer because of the very
high taxes.Still the Caliph spends money at atremendous rate.His subjects hate him but keep their tongues
quiet.Too many have been butchered not to.The easily bored Vathek has a new bright city,Samarah, on the
desert,also built.His numerous wives fail to make him happy.Things change when a stranger arrives. This
man maybe the ugliest on Earth | But he has unknown, great, demonic powers.Given a fabulous saber,with
carved words on it,that are different every day, by the stranger from India,Giaour(infidel).But can't be
read,by the tyrant, the languages are unintelligible .VVathek mother,Princess Carathis practices black

magi ¢c.She has committed worst crimes than her spoiled son,yes that's possible. Trouble begins when they
can't locate the eerie Indian.At last the stranger,Giaour, appears,and tells Caliph Vathek, to kill afew of his
peoplefifty children( he survivestheriots). The Sovereign of the World, will be richly rewarded with
unlimited wealth, in the ruins of the mournful city, Istakar,(Persepolis)destroyed by Alexander the Great,in
330 B.C.Everyone feelsrelief asthe Ruler leaves for the dead, ancient Persian capital .Wishing he'd never
come back.Picking up an Emir's willing young daughter,Nouronihar, on the way.His nature demands it.With
an enchanting moon shining down on his caravan. A Genie materializes and strongly advises the evil one.
Not to go further as Vathek nears the deserted, lonely city and to flee.The Caliph makes his decision. I've
read alot of weird books, but thisis one of the... weirdest.....you've been warned.....

Bill Kerwin says

An odd book, and not a completely successful one. | cannot deny it awealth of ironic observation and an
elegant style, but | believe the author indulges his hobbies and obsessions--his Orientalism, his ephebophilia,
his loathing of his mother and other termagants--to an extent that distorts this tale of sensuality, pride and
and destruction instead of informing and enriching it.

The last twenty pages or so, however, that relate Prince Vathek's damnation in the underground realm of the
angel Eblis, are powerful and memorable, and very influential on the development of the gothic sensibility in
writers as different as Poe and Hawthorne. All readers who care about the development of literature should
read these last twenty pages, but in my opinion they could just as well skip most of the rest.




peiman-mir5 rezakhani says

PINRVIN NN VIR VINR VIRV 007V NRVINRVIIN?VIN NN V7R N7 N7
PIVIR? N VXN P VVIIR VNN VIR V3707 VN N D00IN 07X0007R 370700 V7R 70N 70N 70?

PRI NN IIINR VIR NI VIR IR IR P?VIIINR VI VXN N DIINR VIR IR 20070 0077077
PINVINRN IR NNV VIV NRNRVIINRINRNVINNNVN VIR INRNRINRINYN?

VXNV N, VXTI VI N VIR VTN NI NN VN VN NI NIRRT NV
VXNV IR VN P?VIIIN VNN VNN DVIINR VNN PN TR NN NIV

PO22X7770 D277 2770 270 D777 7777 N 7N 7N D777 77777

Nickolasthe Kid says
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Paul says

Vathek was Caliph in the area of approximately present-day Iraqg, at some unknown time in the past. He was
generally afair person, but woe unto him who got Vathek angry. He lived in an immense castle, with the
absolute finest of everything. One day, avery strange, and very ugly, man stood before histhrone. He had a
hideous laugh, but didn’t speak. He showed Vathek all manner of rare and exotic items, including sabers



inscribed in an unknown language, inscriptions which kept changing from day to day. The stranger was
thrown in prison for his unwillingness to speak. The next morning, finding the stranger gone, Vathek totally
blows his top.

Finding himself outside the castle, at the foot of the nearby mountains, Vathek hears a voice coming out of a
huge crevasse. It isthe stranger, called a giaour, who promises Vathek all the powers of heaven in exchange
for the blood of fifty young boys. Vathek provides the boys, through the guise of a sporting competition, then
the giaour reneges on its part of the deal. When the people, especialy the parents, understand what’s
happened, Vathek has to get back to the castle and lock the doors, until the anger subsides.

Later, Vathek commands the creation of agreat caravan to a place called Rocnabad, home of famous springs.
For various reasons, he needs to get away from the castle for awhile. Thisis going to be the biggest, and
grandest, caravan ever. On the journey, the caravan is attacked by wild animals, with a number of casualties.
Vathek, his wives and senior advisers, can no longer be carried the rest of the way, because of lack of
personnel, but actually have to walk to Rocnabad.

At Rocnabad, there is a castle as big or bigger than the one that Vathek left behind. He meets ayoung
woman named Nouronihar, who he wants as one of hiswives (as Caliph, what Vathek wants, Vathek gets).
Sheis promised to a man named Gulchenrouz. The lovers drink a potion that will make them look dead for
several days, then, theideaisthat they go and live somewhere else, away from Vathek.

Thisisone of the very few novels set in the world of the Arabian Nights, aworld of eunuchs, slaves and
harem girls. It was first published over 200 years ago (in the 1780s), so the style of writing is very different
than what is normal for amodern reader. Therefore, it will take some patience on the part of the reader. If
you can find a copy, it istime, and money, very well spent.

Duane says

Thisis an 18th century Gothic novel written by an English author, but written in the French language. It's
about an Arabian sultan who makes a deal with the devil, which almost never ends well. That's an odd mix of
tags, but thisis an odd story. It reminds me a bit of Castle Otranto, but more violent. Just not my cup of tea.




