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It's the middle of summer in Mirabeau, Texas, but already Garnet Hubbard looks forward to fall -- to
entering seventh grade and becoming a teenager at last. With Opal, her beautiful and popular fourteen-year-
old sister, as her guide, Garnet is sure to have a great year. But everything changes when their mother,
Melanie, packs them up and heads for Nashville, determined to fulfill her lifelong dream of becoming a
country singer. Almost before they know it, Melanie drops the girls at her sister's house in Oklahoma,
assuring them she'll be back just as soon as she's settled in Tennessee. But when a few days turn into a few
weeks and beyond, with no Melanie in sight, the girls begin to realize what has happened.

While Opal soon becomes one of the most popular girls in school, her younger sister struggles. For Garnet,
getting used to her new life means trying to figure out how to have pride in herself when it seems she has
little to offer the world and the odds are stacked against her. With only each other to lean on, Melanie's
"precious gems" must learn to live with the hand they've been dealt and to accept the changing face of their
family.

Set in the early 1960s and beautifully told by D. Anne Love, Semiprecious is a powerful, poignant, and often
funny coming-of-age novel that will stay with readers long after the turn of the final page.
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From Reader Review Semiprecious for online ebook

Edith Wood says

Depressing but catchy... I bought it for my sister but I read it before she even received it.
There is only one word that can describe Opal and Garnet's mother and it isn't flattering. I loved this book
and I gave it to all of my friends to read as well.
This book could pluck any fluffy feathered high tailed bird of their cocky nest and bring them down to earth.
Brilliant but sad: authors have to draw their inspiration from somewhere and I dearly hope that no one had to
ever go through this.
All and all a good book, well written great plot line , unpredictable and unconventional and it is.... beautiful.

Lauren Creighton says

I thought that this book had a great story line to it. It wasn't stuff that I could like guess what is going to
happen next. Garnet and her sister Opal's small town lives change when their mother decides to follow her
dreams. They go from a small town in Texas to a small town in Oklahoma, to live with their Aunt Julia. Still
being in a small town setting, isn't what the girls wanted to start school in. Especially since Opal is starting
high school, and Garnet is beginning jr. high. As for their dad, well he left to go back to work in the gulf on a
boat, so that's why their mother has decided to take on a whole new world; becuase her husband wasn't there
to stop her. As the girls adjust to their new lives they slowly begin to accept the fact that their mother isn't
coming back. Times get tough, and there stuck eating biscuits and sausage for a while. Then as if one tragedy
isn't enough, their dad is in a bad accident and is hospitilized in New Orleans. Well one day Opal gets fed up
and borrows money from her bus driver to buy a train ticket to find her momma in Nashville, Tennessee. She
discovers she is too big for her britches, and soon Aunt Julia takes off after her. When Julia arrives at her
sister's apartment she discovers that the girls money that has been missing has been sent to their mother in
Tennessee; instead of the girls. So Julia and Opal go back home to Oklahoma, and then summer comes. Just
when the girls are starting to adapt to their new home there dad comes and takes them back to Texas.

Jennifer Wardrip says

Reviewed by Sally Kruger, aka "Readingjunky" for TeensReadToo.com

Garnet Hubbard is having a fairly good summer and is even excited about the prospect of entering seventh
grade in the fall. Her life in Mirabeau, Texas, is filled with family and friends. All of that changes overnight.

Self-centered Melanie Hubbard, Garnet's mother, decides to seek her fortune as a country singer in
Nashville. Because Garnet's father works on an oil tanker in the Gulf, Garnet and her sister are dropped off at
Aunt Julia's when their mother runs off. The two girls begin life on their spinster aunt's lonely homestead
outside the dusty Oklahoma town of Willow Flats.

Life in Willow Flats is dull and boring. School starts with pretty, popular Opal fitting right in, while Garnet's
days are filled with teasing and taunting from the locals. News of an accident on the oil tanker and their
father's serious injury creates worry for an already stressed Garnet. And when his disability checks never



seem to arrive, Aunt Julia must resort to selling prized possessions and seeking help from welfare to keep the
girls fed and clothed.

D. Anne Love does a superb job describing Garnet's frustration toward her absent mother, her attempts to fit
in as part of Willow Flats, and the discovery of previously hidden talents and future dreams. Garnet's story
will tug at the heartstrings of anyone who has suffered disappointments from those they love and found the
courage to carry on despite them.

Grace Anderson says

As this book ended, It showed that their mother-daughter relationship was not like any other. Everything
turned out and it showed the mom how much her daughters really cared about her.

Erin Sterling says

2.5 maybe. The book was kind of depressing, although I didn't get into most of the characters very well so it
was less depressing than if I had thought about it more. Garnett is almost thirteen and lives a decent life in
Mirabeau, Texas in the 1960s with her older (popular) sister, dad who is gone much of the time for work, and
a mom who always wanted to be a famous singer and has extreme mood swings. But when her mom decides
to follow her dream of singing in Nashville after a fight with her dad and leaves the girls at their aunt's (who
they've never met) in Oklahoma, her life takes a turn for the worse. And nothing seems to get better. Her dad
gets badly burned and they're forced to stay with their aunt for longer than planned, she can't seem to make
any friends at school, the disability checks don't arrive and they're forced to eat government food, etc. The
only thing that saves Garnett is her art teacher and art.

Savannah Stripling says

This book is about a girl named Garnet, her sister, Opal, and their mother, Melanie. They all lived together
but then one day her mother decided she wanted to pursue her lifelong dream on becoming a singer in
Nashville. So they packed up and their mom dropped them off at her sisters house in Oklahoma telling them
that she would be back after she got settled in Nashville. But days had passed and there was no sign of their
mom. Then weeks passed and weeks turned into forever. Then they realized she wouldn't be back. For her
birthday, she had asked for a guitar so she could sing and do what she was passionate about, but instead she
got a vacuum cleaner. She didn't have friends and unlike her sister, who was the most popular girl in school,
she was a nobody. So she decided to leave for Nashville.

I think this is a good book for classrooms because I feel like a lot of kids have had this happen where there
parents either don't care about them, or they are abandoned by someone or their parents. This is a close to the
heart book and i think it could really relate to people as they go through different things. it also shows that
you should run after your dreams and don't give up.



Rita Soto says

4.5

Paula says

Sisters Opal and Garnet, ages 14 and 12, are uprooted from their home and left with an aunt they barely
know so that their mother can pursue her dream of country music stardom. It's a rough age to live through at
the best of times, and it's made so much more difficult by the abrupt changes they're forced to accept. The
story centers on Garnet, and is told from her point of view, but my favorite part of the book is the sisters'
relationship. It just rang true to me; the sisters deal with their anger and disappointment in different ways,
they bicker and fight, but at heart they understand one another and pull together when they need to.

K.M. Higgins says

It’s a decent book; however, I wasn’t overly impressed with the end and neither was the student I read it
with, so that was a bit of a bummer.

Maya Abiram says

Semiprecious, by D. Anne Love, is an amazing story about friendship and love. She makes her message loud
and clear: True family isn't the people you live with, and it isn't your mother or father. It is just who cares for
you the most. Two sisters, Garnet and Opal Hubbard are being transformed, from their normal happy life in
Mirabeau, Texas, to a rough insecure one in Willow Flats, Oklahoma. Their mother leaves them to become a
country singer in Nashville, and their father is injured, so they must learn to adapt to life with their old-
fashioned Aunt Julia. The sisterly bond between Garnet and Opal is as strong as the characters' personalities
themselves. Semiprecious has everything a book could ask for: drama and romance, sorrow and joy,
prejudice and truth. Semiprecious has 287 pages and costs $6.99.

Love was born in western Tennessee, the eldest of four children. Her favorite hobby was always reading, and
among her favorite authors were Louisa May Alcott and Harper Lee. Her first book was Bess Log's Cabin
Quilt, published in 1995. She currently lives in Texas with her husband.

D. Anne Love has written multiple books including the Puppeteer's Apprentice and Picture Perfect.
Semiprecious is her third book. Love's writing style tends to attract middle and high school girls, since most
of her books are about girls of similar age undergoing difficult times. D. Anne Love's style of writing is
dramatic, but not cliche and cheesy. She incorporates a lot of feelings into her writing so the reader can
almost feel what the character is feeling.

In Semiprecious, D. Anne Love is trying to prove that true family isn't your mother of father. True family is
the group of people who will crawl to the ends of the Earth for you. For example, on the cover, it says
"Sometimes you find family in unexpected places." This means that family can be anywhere. Anyone who
has such a level of care and love is truly part of your family. Aunt Julia only got to meet Opal and Garnet



because their mother, Melanie abandoned them. Even though Melanie is considered closer family to the
girls, Aunt Julia is much closer because she would never abandon them -- no matter what. Another quote is
"I might even miss Aunt Julia even more than my mother," meaning that when Garnet and Opal left Willow
Flats after their father recovered, they missed Aunt Julia even more than when Melanie left them for
Nashville.This is because Melanie was a mother, but she never was family. All she thought of was herself
and her country dream.

I would recommend this book for girls aged 10-14, because there are a couple of concepts such as sexual
abuse and romantic scenes where it may not be appropriate for younger children. At the same time, the
vocabulary is not that complicated, so it would be too easy for anyone over 14.

I think that Semiprecious is one of the most heart-rendering, sweetest books I have ever read, and through
every word, I was entranced. I can say that it certainly was a privilege to have gotten to read Semiprecious.

Kayla says

This was a really good book, because I liked how the author wrote and how she built up the plot/suspense in
the story. I could never tell what was going to happen next.

Kim Waller says

This book was quite strange. In my opinion, the ending was horrible. The last couple of pages were not very
entertaining, and the very last sentence of the book was maybe one of my least favorite endings ever. I just
didn't get it, I was hoping she would have explained more. I was disappointed. But overall, it was an okay
book with detail. The lack of good vocabulary words is also quite sad. But I liked the plot and the way D.
Anne Love payed attention to the detail. Like I am learning in my Englis right now, I loved the way how she
showed and didn't tell. I loved the imagery and figurative language as well. Even though it wasn't one of my
favorites, it was still quite a good book.

Ella Dorman says

The book Semiprecious by D. Anne Love is a book about hardships and how to get through tough situations.
The first main character is Garnet who is a seventh grader with a love for art, but has trouble making friends.
She is somebody that most kids her age could relate to. I loved how her life wasn't perfect just like nobody in
the real world's is. Her sister, Opal, is very popular at her school and loves her sister very much. In this book,
Garnet and Opal's mom leaves them at her sisters house to pursue her music career. She cares much more
about herself than her two daughters and her husband in this book. If we could see what Opal was thinking
about this whole time, that would have made this book even better. The two sisters are basically opposites
and Opal sometimes faked her feelings. It would have been very interesting to be able to see what Opal was
really thinking about. *SPOILER* One theme I noticed in this book is great. Just because your going
through a hard time now does not mean it won't get better. This is something a lot of people could use
sometime in their life. When Melanie (the mom) leaves her kids, they think their life is over and then their
dad is nearly killed buy a bomb, but then school gets better for Garnet. She still can't stand it, but at the end
of the year, their dad is out of the hospital and brings them back home from their aunts house. Even though



their mom never came back, they were happy. They learned that if she did come back, things would never be
the same. Things will get better eventually.

Melanie says

Garnet and Opal are happy in their sheltered existence of small-town Texas. But when their mother decides
to uproot them to travel to Nashville to make a name for herself in music. The girls are not happy, but they
really don't have a choice, do they? They are unceremoniously dropped off at their Aunt Julia's house and
mom doesn't even stay for dinner. Eventually the girls realize that their mother never intended to come back
for them. Even when their father is gravelly injured, the only thing their mother does is to re-route the family
disability checks to her instead of her children.

The girls survive a year at school in Oklahoma, but for Garnet it's just barely. Opal is popular as ever, but
Garnet can't find her place.

The writing in this book is phenomenal. However, the ending of the story left me frustrated. Daddy comes
back, but are they going back to Texas? Or will they stay in Oklahoma? It could have been tied up more
neatly.

Priscilla says

Good book! Garnet and her sister Opal live in Texas with their parents. Dad is often away from work. One
morning, their mom decides she wants to move to Nashville to pursue her singing career. She drops the girls
off at their aunt Julia's house in Oklahoma, promising to be back once she's succeeded. Julia takes the girls
in, but doesn't have the money to care for them. As they begin to settle in and get used to each other, their
father is in an accident. Opal is beautiful and well- liked, she settled in quickly. Garnet isn't as sure and she
struggled with the mean girls in her grade. She finds a place in her art class and with her teacher Paula.

It's a sweet coming of age story. I liked it enough to finish it!


