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Now available for the first time in North America, Huongs first novel is abrilliantly spun tale of ayoung
woman who marries her professor because she so admires hisidealism. When he sells out everything he
believesin order to support her, her love goes. Only when they are both beyond illusions can they try again
for areal relationship. Deeply lyrical and wholly believable, this early novel isilluminated by the haunting
language and unflinching honesty that have led critics to hail Huong.
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From Reader Review Beyond Illusionsfor online ebook

Am says

criticism of idealism, political and personal. Rich imagery, wisdom and gentle judgment.

Alison says

Great book and author.

Nguyén Trang says

L?2n ?2u ?2c truy?n ndy t6i ch? ?2c ??7?c kho?ng 5 trang thi bu?n ndn khéng ??c ti?p 7. H6m qua c? g?ng
??2¢ 17 vi tdi ghét d? dang va c?ng mu?n m? rng géc ??7c xem sao. Vath?t s?, ?2c xong toi cang kinh t?m.
Truy?n lam t6i nh?t?i ti?u thuy? 3 xu thué 200vnd/ngay ch? nha hang xém th? h?c ¢c?p 1-2 gi 20, th?i téi
??7c m? th? cd th?. L2 vi?t d?nh dang |? ?? cuing cac th? 107 ng?? chan ng?t. Anw, ¢6 khac lacd H??ng llc
nao c?ng nhét vao m?m nhan vt nh?ng tri?t ly, khi?n cu?n nay khong ?ang 1 xu.

Th? nao? Truy?n ki?u |1én &n nh?ng k? khéng ly t?2ng 20ng ??n. anw chinh b?n than 12 vi2t 17 c?c k? gi?
t?0, mb ph?m, c?rich, r?ti?n. Ghé t?m nh?t [a17 bénh v?c 1 con phd ph?ch. Nhan vt Linh ghé t?m ch?ng
vi ly t?2ng b? ngodi trong khi cd tath? t?trong ra, th?i t? b?n ch?t. Lo? ?an baham danh nén sau 1 172n g?p
ng?? n? ti?ng ?a badm theo, b? gia 7inh minh, 20i b? b?v?n?kia. R? t? ??y tr?2t dai theo nh?ng phu hoat?
nh?ng ng?? ?an éng khac. Lo?i vo 7?20 ??2c 7?2y ma ??7c téng b?c, b?o0 v?. Th2 kinh t?m h?t s?c.

Tuy nhién c?ng ph?i khen la c6 H??ng ?2t t?a ?? sach nhi?u cu?n hay vai ravam?m mép ¢b nhi?u ch? khéng
th??ng, tuy c?ng khdng ki?t xut gi.

| ss says

novel tentang poalitik, cinta, idealisme, penghianatan, perselingkuhan, sangat menyentuh

Nick says

Thetitlesaysit al. Thisisanovel that captures the changing of an erain a nation’s history—that moment
when Viet Nam shifted gears from strict Marxism to economic, but not political, reform. The common goals,
and the camaraderie of war and victory disappeared, except when they serve as a defense to prosecution. The
brave new world of the Revolution is a system of favors, bribes, and tattlers, where crime is forgiven on the
basis of decades-old heroism, where honest marriages are shattered and sham ones thrive. Into this shifting
landscape stumbl e the journalist Nguyen, his schoolteacher wife Linh—neither education nor, especially, the
news are exempt from political malfeasance—and their daughter. Linh discovers that Nguyen, whose
romanticism she once idolized, now writes to serve the system. She loses respect for him and moves out,
only to entangle herself in aromance that is more pure in appearance but infinitely more corrupt. No oneis



unscarred, even their daughter. Nothing remainsto rely on, not even human relations. As Nguyen asks the
editor of the newspaper, who has asked to write one more cosmetic piece, the most corrupt of them all:
"Thank you for trusting me, but now 1'd like to ask you a question; Has it ever occurred to you that this kind
o trust does me no honor?' For Duong Thu Huong, modern Viet Nam is a society in which, as at the end of
Romeo and Juliet, al are punished, asin the final words of the Prince of Verona. Except that in “Beyond
Illusions’ the love of the charactersis not destroyed by death but instead by living.

John says

Couldn't finish. Either poorly written or poorly translated.

Mark says

divorce, breakup, infidelity and integrity... read all about. very good writing

Ann Tonks says

A great combination of poetry and palitics. A story of love in the time of communism. A story of truth and
betrayl of husbands and lovers. Of children and colleagues. And arich picture of Hanoi post the war. En
informative and moving read.

Bonnie Jeanne says

Beyond Illusions : A Novel by Duong Thu Huong (2002)

Pascal says

Roman inspiré d'une réalité bien présente du monde communiste vietnamien. Doit on faire des concessions
au systéme et vivre une vie plus facile ou bien lever latéte quitte a tout abandonner et vivre une vie de
misére. Le destin de cette femme, qui décide de faire passer avant tout ses idéaux est bouleversant.

Tuyen Tran says

S?1?ng ghép ki |? vatha v? gi?atinh yéu va chinh tr?.

Cu?n sé&ch ???c hoan thanh trong giai 20?n Vietnam v?ath?ng nht b7 nh?ng t??ng ?ai m?. V2 D??ng Thu
H?7ng thi ch? ?? 26 lam?t ?0 v?ng, c?ng nh? tinh yéu c?acd Linh 27 v Nguyén va Tr?n Ph??ng sau nay.
V7 Linh, ng?? ?an 6ng cd yéu lam? t??ng ?ai nh?ng vi m?2u sinh, Nguyén ph?c tung cd gu?ng méy ch? ??



??gi?d?. Ng??2 ph?n?b? 2 khi 21?2u khi?n ¢6 yéu ?akhdng con, ¢b tim ?2n m2t t??ng ?ai khac nh?ng nd
con lam?t t?2ng ?ai gi? d? h?n. Linh [anh?ng ng??i dan lanh, ngay th?ng vatéc gi? coi nh?ng t??ng 2ai m?i
trong ch? ??xah?2 m?i, c61?, lanh?c s? Tron Ph??2ng?

Khdng néi v? n?i dung chinh tr?, DTH lam?t cy bat ??c s?c hi?m ¢ c?av? ngh? Vietnam.

Shanti says

waktu bacaini kayaknya nie cewek keukeuh banget dengan pendiriannya, sampe kasian liat suaminya. yang
lebih bikin ga suka adal ah ketika dia dengan naifnya berselingkuh dengan seorang komposer dan percaya
begitu gja ke komposer yang adalah seorang playboy itu. begitulah cintayang buta, diagabisaliat culasnya
hati sang komposer, bahkan setelah istri komposer itu mendatanginya, dia masih tetap saja memaafkan
komposer itu. samapai pada akhirnya dia melihat dan mendengar sendiri pidato komposer yang diangkat
menajdi orang penting. baru dia sadar kemunafikan yang selamaini ditampilkan komposer itu.

buku ini lebih menggambarkan tentang kemuniafikan yang harus dijalani di sana. bahkan ada cerita dimana
secara terang-terangan seorang pemimpin redaks meminta suami linh yang bernama nguyen untuk membuat
ceritayang indah mengenai seorang petinggi partai agar dia dapat lepas dari jeratan hukum. dari keadaan itu
dapat dilihat bahwa perspun menjadi menjadi alat penguasa untuk dapat memutarbalikkan keadaan.

Endah says

Aku baca edisi Indonesia (Indonesiatera, 2004)

Linh Nguy?n says

Hoan thanh vao n?m 1986, trong nh?ng ngay con ? Vit Nam, con hit th? b2u khéng khi c?a 7?2t n?2c 2?7
th?ng nht, b?u khéng khi c?aly t??ng c?ng s?n ma D??ng Thu H??ng coi n6 la 20 vng vavi von nd b?ng
m?t cau chuy?n tinh yéu khéo |éo.

Th? 22m D??ng Thu H??ng 22t bt vit 1aldc maxah? vn con qué nhi?u t?2ng th?n, nh?ng thanh nhén
ma ch? ?? d?ng |én nh?m m? dan. H? ??p pha ?inh chua, bai béac tén gido nhng ??2ng th? s?n sinh nh?ng 6ng
th?n m? d? 20an h™n bao gi? h?t. H? 2?2 ng??2 dan s?ng v n6 h?nh phac trong ?ém ?en; nh2ng m?t khi m2t
tr? 1én, pho t?2ng hi?n nguyén hinh m?t c?c 72t sé m?c meo ??72c t6 v? nhoe nhoét, d?? anh n?ng con ng??
s?v?m?ng v cu?c 7. Vat? 72y h? s?ng trong ??ang?c.

Linhlam? cd gai 72 di?n cho ng?? dan ?ang tin vao ly t??ng ?6. Linh chinh tr?c, h?t 1ong v7?i ly t??ng s?ng
ngay th?ng ?y vakhdng bao gi? bit ??2n khoan nh??ng. Linh la nhan vt chinh, cu?c ?2 ¢d th?ng tr2m xuyén
su?t cau chuy?n. T? m?t ¢6 g 6m th?n t??ng ?? s?ng cho t?i 1Uc nh?n rand ch? 1a 20 v?ng macd ph? b??c
guan?u mu?n t?n ta.

Nguyén latinh yéu ??u c?a Linh. Nguyén uyén bac va ngay th?ng. V?anh? ng?? yéu, v?anh? ng?? cha?a
m?t, vah?n c?, Nguyén lath?n t??ng c?a Linh. Linh yéu Nguyén say ??m b?ng t? ¢? nh?ng gi m? ng?? ph?
n? cd th?. Nh?ng ph? n? ?2n v ?an dng b?ng ?i?u gi, h? s?ra? n?2u khdng con 7?2u ?y.

Nguyén lanhabdo, v? cu?c s?ng ??c than anh ¢é th? g?m banh mi tr? ¢?m makién ?2nh v ly t?2ng. Cho
?n khi ¢?? Linh, anh khong th? vi?t nh?ng bai bao khdng bao gi? ??7c duy?t. Vav? m?t ph?n batri thong



minh s?n c6, anh diing né ?? vi2t béo 140 |?y 1ong ¢c?p trén. Ch?ng bao 1&u anh giau cb.
Linhnh?nra?i?2u ?y. L7n 22utién th™n t??ng trong cb s?p ??. C6 b? anh 7.

Tr?n Ph?2ng lam? nh2c s? 24.¢6 v?. Ong taco téi nh?ng b? viii d?p. C? cu?c 22 Ph??ng tim m? cach 2?1én
cao trong xa h?i, khéng t? m?t th? 20?n nao. Nh?ng 26 c?ng lam?t ly t?2ng. Khéng nh?ng th? con ???c b?c
b? nh?ng c? ch?val? ndi ng?t ngao c?angh? s?. 7i?2u 26 khi?n Linh nhanh chéng xiéu 1ong. Linh b?t ch?p
t?t ¢? ?? ngo? tinh v Ph??2ng.

Bén c?nh hai ng?? ?an 6ng nay, con m? ng?? n?7asi mé Linh. H?n lam? ngh? s? th?c th?. M2t h?as? s?ng
v?ng m?ng, ng?u h?ng, ph?t ?ng 1€ nh?ng rt t?nh tdo. N2u hai ng?? ?an 6ng kiasi mé Linh vamu?n co 7?2
cO. Thi "Ph? ?ng 1€" ch? mu?n ¢6 1am ¢?m h?ng v? tranh cho minh. V?y 1a ?2.

Nguyén yéu Linh vi b? Linh khinh th?2ng. Anh ¢?n ph? yéu c6, ?? soi vao c6 matrdm |2 ph?n nhan cach
ngay th?ng c?aminh. Ph??ng yéu Linh vi &ng bit minh khong x?ng v Linh. Ong nu?i ti?c tu?i tr? b?ra
cho m?t cu?c hdn nhan vi danh vong. Ong ¢n tim ? Linh th? 6ng ch?a bao gi? cé, latinh yéu. Co th? néi hai
ng?? ?an éng ?y ??2ul?2c trong ?0 v2ng mu?n tim |7 thodt. Ch? cd Pht 7ng 1€ yéu Linh vi ?2ngi?n Linh la
Linh. Hay 22 v Ph2 ?ng |€ thi Linh [angh? thu? c?ah™.

Nh?v?y, Linh tr2 quaha m?i tinh vacu? cung Linh ?4b? 20 v?ng. C6 ?7ng gi?ath?c t? mas?ng vayéu.
Nh?ng m? tinh th? bac?aLinhlaai. Co ph? v Ph?2t ?ng |é khéng, c6 h?nh phic khong, ¢6 ly t?2ng khdng.
Khong ai bi?t. T6i khdng bi?t.

Best Tawornwaranon says




