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Sometimes the best day of your life is the one you never saw coming.

Joe Cohen has devoted the past two years of his life to one thing: the care and feeding of Kade Bosa. His
partner in their PI business, roommate, and best friend, Kade is everything to Joe, even if their relationship
falls short of what Joe desires most. But he won’t push. Kade has suffered a rough road, and Joe’s pretty sure
he’s the only thing holding Kade together.

Estranged from his own family, Joe knows the value of desperately holding on to someone dear, but he never
expected his present and past to collide just as Kade’s is doing the same. Now they’ve stumbled across
evidence that could change their lives: the impact of Kade’s tragic past, their job partnership, and any future
Joe might allow himself to wish for….
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From Reader Review Kairos for online ebook

Jennifer?Pher? says

**Audio**

I'm adding a star. I still pretty much feel the same way as I did when I originally read this but I don't like my
rating so I am bumping it up.

The "estrangement" still feels off. I didn't understand what the last phone call with the ex was about and I am
normally not one of the people who need all the supporting characters to have their own story but I do want
Declan to have his.

I still feel like there is more story to be told and I'd love to read it.

BWT (Belen) says

This was a pleasure to listen to. I really enjoy Michael Fell's narration. Good character voices (and
kudos on the female character voices - really well done!), his pacing was terrific, and he brought the
characters and the book to life.

Kairos centers around Private Investigator partners Joe and Kade who are semi-struggling to make their
business solvent in Chicago. When circumstances surrounding a favor go sideways, Joe and Kade find
themselves protecting a witness and very much needing to get out of town. The tone of the story changes
midway and becomes a homecoming for Joe, who left California two (almost three) years ago and hasn't
contacted his family since.

Told in Mary Calmes signature style with Joe's single, first person POV I loved what Michael Fell did to
showcase Joe's feelings and Kade's growly jealousy. The romance between Joe and Kade is part of the larger
plot, and while their passion doesn't really ignite until quite a ways through, for those who love Mary
Calmes' writing and her formula for suspense and romance this definitely hits a sweet spot.

For my full book review click here.

This review has been cross-posted at Gay Book Reviews.

Mwanamali says

Calmes is fond of her angsty leading men. They may be mired in a ridiculous lack of self-awareness like my
least favourite of her couples, Ian and Miro, from the Knots series. Or they could be apart due to a heaping
hunk of misunderstanding. Remember Stefan and Rand? Somehow though, through the human relatability of
her outrageous characters, we can’t help but love them. They may not be as unique as Jackson and Raphael



but we still root for them with all of our hearts. (I’m still holding out for something full length about Luc and
Mace, don’t judge me.) But while our protagonists here Joe and Kade are just as lovable as a Calmes shaped
teddy bear full of gooey goodness- the plot that holds their story together is a whole lot comparably flimsier.

Joe is madly in love with Kade. Kade is his light, his love, his insides. But Kade is also his roommate, his
best friend and his private investigator partner. I think this is where my expectations were waylaid. I saw P.I
and immediately thought I would be getting some kind of mysterious sinister plot where a dramatic near-
fatal misadventure would bring our main characters together.

It started out that way anyway. Joe and Kade were on a stakeout with a car Kade had stolen from Joe’s
obnoxious ex-boyfriend, Evan. But perhaps that’s a misjudgement as Evan reminded me of the
misunderstood billionaire trope our queen Calmes is very fond of. Remember Aaron Sutter?
Kade and Joe are staking out a person named Declan. They had been sent on an errand by Kade’s former
police mentor, Vaughn, who wanted the boy. In the midst of all this, we’re hurriedly thrown into the
backstory of Joe and Evan’s relationship, why Kade used to be a cop and how he became Joe’s partner and
the reason why Joe is relegated to unrequited love victim in their love story.

The action then explodes in the fireball fury of a matchstick caught in a storm. Burns brightly then fizzles out
in an instant. The guns were only mentioned twice.

This is in no way to mean that the book is bad. But that Kairos feels a bit off kilter. To me. When the premise
laid out was that the ghosts of demons past would be forcing Joe to confront his feelings and maybe make
Kade realise he was loved all along, the story wasn’t so.

It was a feel good story about love, loss, family and reconciliation.
It was about forgiving yourself.
It was about doing whatever you can to help the people you love.

This book isn’t the Sam and Jory type blockbuster or the Ian and Miro type ball buster. It is the
aforementioned feel good gooeyness of Mary Calmes. I was only sad it ended so abru

Karen says

3.5 stars rounded down because still no 1/2 stars here on GR.

 Holy Hell! What is it about me and this book...

In the world of Mary Calmes stories I sadly have to admit this one is not at the top of my list but in a effort to
be fair when I saw that it was out in audio book format I was helpless to resist and needed to give it another
try...now, on the down side the narrator was not one of the usual suspects...I've gotten use to my Mary
Calmes books being narrated by Greg Tremblay, Tristan James or Sean Crisden...not that there haven't been
other narrators...there have, it's just been a while. So I freely admit I did take a moment to pause when I saw
that Michael Fell was the narrator, but I decided that since I've listened to other audio books narrated by him
and had no complaints I needed to not be snobbish about this and give the man a chance so I did and given
that my rating for this went from 3 stars to 3.5 stars, I'd say that Mr. Fell held his own on this one.



However, overall my feelings about the story haven't changed so again I'm not into re-inventing the wheel so
I'm going to steal from my original review as to what wasn't working for me...

it was ok but that connection that I usually feel and just the overall fun of reading a new Mary
Calmes book wasn't there. Try as I might I never quite felt the connection between Kade and
Joe and honestly neither of these men struck me as being overly dynamic or alpha...for me
there just wasn't a Sam Kage or an Ian Doyle, no Trevan Bean, Ceaton Mercer or Darius
Hawhtorne...dammit!!!! Where was my ober alpha male!!! Because I'm telling you neither
Kade or Joe filled that role for me

...and...

Along with the lack of connection between the MCs that happened for me there were parts of
the storyline that just weren't working for me. The biggest thing being Joe's reasons for leaving
his family...it just wasn't convincing for me which created a bit of a domino effect in regard to
why Joe and Kade were such good friends. Along with this was the fact that Kade knew that his
so called friend and mentor Vaughn who was also a precinct captain did shady things and yet
he idolized him anyway? Sorry, I don't get that much less that fact that he basically made a
conscious decision to ignore this. Somehow no matter how hard I tried 2 + 2 was just not
adding up to 4...maybe more like 3.5.

And while the things that didn't work for me the first time still weren't working now...the things that worked
the first time, well they're working every bit as good now as they did then...things like...the fact that...

in true Mary Calmes fashion I could not totally resist her writing prowess because irregardless
of how I felt about the overall story, she drew me in with her mom's...there was Joe's mom...I
adored her...ok, I can totally relate to her. She had a very dry sense of humor and used it
frequently to deal with situations...

"You could maybe tell other people what is going on in your head now and then."
"But I'm telling you now."
"But did you tell him?"
"Shouldn't he know after this many years?"
"Mom--"
"I can't be married to a stupid man, dear. What would people say?"
"You don't give a good god--"
"That was sarcasm, sweetheart. Do they not have that in Chicago?"

It's that mom instinct...you see someone who needs to be loved and sheltered from the world
and it's just instinct to want to do what the world has failed to do for that person so far. This is
one of my favorite things about Mary Calmes books not only are the characters bigger than life
but there's often at least one or more character who brings things like 'mom love' to the story in
such an overwhelmingly big way. Nothing gives me a warm fuzzy like that moment in a Mary
Calmes book when a character...in this case Joe's mom sweeps in takes one look at another
character...and in this case it was Kade and Declan and just instinctively knows that they need
'mom love' and in this book there was two of them there was Joe's mom and Donatella Gallo
who was his family's housekeeper and cook.

So maybe not my favorite Mary Calmes story but still a pleasant enough read that I'm sure I'll be revisiting it
at some point in the future and I'm also pretty sure that at some point I'll be reading a book and going...'Oh, I



remember that. That happened or that person was from the book 'Kairos' because when it comes to Mary
Calmes that seems to be just the way the world rolls.

*************************
An audio book of 'Kairos' was graciously provided by the publisher in exchange for an honest review.

Joyfully Jay says

A Joyfully Jay review.

4.5 stars

This book is classic Mary Calmes. Engaging characters, a plot that is slightly over the top at times, and two
men who love each other fiercely. There’s a reason I’ve been a long time reader of this author, and this book
showcases why. However, this book felt a little too familiar, and that gave me pause.

I’m going to unpack that last thing first and get it out of the way. So the friends to lovers storyline here, and
the characters themselves, felt very much like some of Calmes previous books. There were very familiar
elements to both aspects that essentially pulled me out of the story as I remembered other characters and
other stories. That worked against the book a bit, because I had to remind myself at first to engage with Joe,
Kade, and their story, and get my mind off others.

That being said, there was a lot I enjoyed about this book. There’s the sort of ridiculous plot that can only
happen in a Calmes book. There’s something in the way she writes, for me, that just makes me jump in and
go with it. Joe and Kade walk into a somewhat horrifying situation and it’s the man they rescue that of
course has all the answers to Kade’s biggest shame. And that, in and of itself, is righted easily with a well
placed call. It’s unbelievable, sure, in the frame of reality. But the author makes it work, and I was rooting
for things to be resolved easily.

Read Kris’ review in its entirety here.

Jenni Lea says

No need for a blurb. I'll be reading this one regardless.

Wendy says

I am not a big fan of short stories to be honest, but if there is one author, I would gladly make an exception
for, it's Mary !! I don't care how long it is, I will read whatever she writes down ;)



This short story, kind of reminded me of a mix, between the  "Marshals" and the "A Matter of Time" series.
There was no "Jory" type in this one, but Joe did give off that "everyone likes me" and "I will fix your life"
vibe ;)

It's also a "partners/ friends to lovers" story, which is why it reminded me the "Marshalls" series.

Joe and Kade are best friends, roommates and partners as private investigators. They have been close for
years now, and all this time Joe has been crushing on Kade... big time.

What was different about this story, is that neither of them was straight. Joe is gay and Kade is bi, so there
was no straight guy crushing :P

Joe is convinced though, that Kade is not attracted to him. So he has resigned himself to just love Kade
secretly. Being close and being his best friend is gonna have to be enough.....until maybe one day, Kade will
look at him the same way

I really enjoyed this one. I was pulled into it ,from the very first page. It was OTT and unbelievable at times,
which is what made it a "Mary Calmes" story, and also why I loved it so much. For some reason her "writing
formula", just works for me. It never fails to make me happy !!

I always recommend Mary !! ;)

My reviews are posted on DirtyBooksObsession

CrabbyPatty says

Joe and Kade are Private Investigator partners and roommates in Chicago, and Joe is bigly in love/lust with
Kade.

I had tumbled into the trap of friendship that longed to be more, and he had moved forward to
best friend, to work partner, to roommate, then taken not one more step. I was at the finish line,
ready to gift him with my heart, and he went on a detour to get laid.

Calmes does a beautiful job of portraying Joe's anguish at wanting Kade so much, but knowing he can't act



upon it for fear of losing his friendship with him. And Joe realizes he is the cornerstone of Kade's
reconstructed life without his family and his career and fears what will happen if they aren't together, even
just as friends.

In a detail packed first chapter, we learn why Kade is no longer a cop, along with a myriad of details and
background. All the flashbacks, asides, memories, and recollections are a bit convoluted, but once the plot
gets into gear, it is gripping. We meet Declan, a witness to the crime and conspiracy that can clear Kade's
name, and then everyone goes on the run.

On the run to ... California to Joe's Tuscan-like family villa on their hugely successful vineyard. And
suddenly, all the drama and suspense in Chicago is over ... nothing to see here folks, move along and the plot
moves into Joe's family dynamics. This sudden juxtaposition did not work for me personally, but I liked how
Joe and Kade finally figure out their relationship and OMG the sex is seriously hawt. Declan is an interesting
character and Joe's mother Nora is a wonderfully nurturing "Jory-eseque" character whom everyone adores
and reveres.

The first part of Kairos is in the 4.5 star range for me, while the second half is around 3 stars, so my rating is
3.5 stars. I realize that other readers may not feel the abrupt change-of-focus is a deal breaker (as I did) and
rate Kairos quite differently.

I received an ARC from Dreamspinner Press in exchange for an honest review.
Review also posted at Gay Book Reviews - check it out!

Susan says

This was my first audiobook by narrator Michael Fell. And while I liked his regular voice, he sometimes
made Kade sound like he had to go to the bathroom real quick.

I liked Michael Fell's 'telling voice' more. He had a nice cadence and I quickly got used to him. I also liked
the voice he did for Joe and for several other people. But Kade.... he made him sound so constipated... It was
a shame because the voices he did for other people were nice and enjoyable.

I'm definitely going to check out more of Michael Fell's audiobooks, because I really liked his narration
overall.

-------------------
Original review:

When I started this book I immediately noticed that these guys were so like Ian and Miro. And that’s not a
complaint at all. I love the whole partners-falling-in-love setup, so I will read anything Mary decides to write
about it. But I do have to say while I really loved this, there was too much story for this novella. It all felt
rushed and I just wanted more.

Joe and Kade are partners in the PI business. At the start of this story we immediately learn that Joe has been
head over heels for Kade for quite some time. Kade is bi, but takes everyone to bed except Joe. Kade is
different around Joe and trusts him implicitly (sound familiar?).



There are some things in Kade’s past which are now coming back to haunt him. So that’s why Kade decides
they go hide at Joe’s parents' winery, after picking up a witness and bringing him along. But Joe hasn’t
talked to his parents in 2 years when the news about him being gay wasn't received with hugs and kisses...

The romance was not front center in this one, but since both MCs were present for the entire story, that never
bothered me. I actually liked this entire story. Joe, Kade, the romance, the family times, Declan, who they
took with them, all of it. But….. it was just so rushed! There were so many things going on but not enough
time to finish up with everything properly. I was quite disappointed in the way Kade’s past was resolved.

But this was still a pure Mary and I do love (almost) anything Mary writes. I just wish she’d have made this a
bigger book. These guys needed it.

But hey, PI partners falling in love Mary style.

------------------------------

An ARC of Kairos was generously provided by the publisher in exchange for an honest review.

This review has been cross-posted at Gay Book Reviews.

Karla says

3 stars!

I had mix feelings about this one somethings I liked and some I didn’t. The MC were great I enjoyed their
banter but it was frustrating to see how clueless they were of their feelings. Also with everything going on I
felt a bit overwhelming I wished if focused more on the relationship. There were cute and sweet moments
add to that some suspense. Overall an enjoyable read just left me wanting more.

BWT (Belen) says

I'm sure many, as I did, will draw parallels between Joe and Kade and how reminiscent they are of the
partnership and UST between Miro and Ian from Calmes' Marshals series.

Kairos is about Joe and Kade - two Private Investigators in Chicago. Joe spends most of his energy on taking
care of his partner Kade, an ex-police officer, who's had a pretty hard road to travel.

He was a knight in shining armor; it was just a bit dented and tarnished in spots.

The two live together, work together, but aren't together romantically (even though Joe carries a big, flaming
torch for Kade).



The stupidity and futility of my situation never ceased to make me groan inside. If my life was a
television show, I would have left the room, it was so painfully awkward.

When circumstances surrounding a favor go sideways, Joe and Kade find themselves protecting a witness
and very much needing to get out of town. The shake up is enough to jump start confession time and get all
the cards on the table between the two men, their families, and the world.

I wasn’t some great paragon of virtue by any stretch of the imagination, I was a rock in this
instance, and I would never, ever turn on my friend. I couldn’t. It wasn’t in me. I would, in fact,
be more, be everything; I was ready, willing, and able to be whatever he needed or wanted.
For however long it took him to heal from this, I’d be the one he could safely put his faith in.

Told again in Mary Calmes signature style with a single, first person, POV - our narrator is Joe, with his
abundant feelings for Kade fairly dripping off the page, but on the whole the message of the story it seemed
to me was more about coming to terms with your past and working through to get to your happy on the other
side.

There is some closure of everyone's pasts - but I was a bit disappointed that right when that closure is
happening the story ends. I wanted more. In this case, an epilogue, or some set up to let me know this might
become a series would have worked really well.

“I’m about to get big-time closure on my life, no reason you can’t too.”

All in all, there was a lot I enjoyed about the story, but nothing as much as I loved Declan, a secondary
character. I loved him so much and I want to know what happens to him, I want his happy ending...I just
want his story PRONTO please!

I would like to note for some that the romance between Joe and Kade is only a part of the larger plot, and
passion doesn't really ignite until quite a ways through, but for those who love Mary Calmes' writing, and
her formula for suspense and romance, this definitely hits a sweet spot.

“I just feel like I won the lottery with you, ya know? I got a best friend and now a lover. The
hell did I do to deserve that?”
Reaching out, I put a hand on his cheek. “You’re a good man, Kade.”
“Yeah, well, only you think so.”
I sighed deeply.
“But you’re the one who matters.”
I could have died happy right there.

3.5 stars rounded up for Declan.

For my audio review click here.



Advanced Review Galley copy of Kairos provided by Dreamspinner Press in exchange of an honest review.

This review has been cross-posted at Gay Book Reviews.

Elise ✘ a.k.a Ryder's Pet ✘ says

??????*Wanted more depth*??????

If you know me, you then know I have a hate-like relationship with  Mary Calmes , so it's not a surprised
that I struggled a little bit with this one. I do however, love possessive men. But I also love them to be alpha
male with the capital A. And dominant. The guys here was just possessive over each other. So the book
wasn't bad per se, but it not something to write home about.

The stupidity and futility of my situation never ceased to make me groan inside. If my life
was a television show, I would have left the room, it was so painfully awkward.

There's so little depth that it's just something you read to pass the time. But that's not to say it's not a cute,
fast forward story. Because it is. I smiled quite a bit throughout the book. It just wasn't enough for me.
Though I did want more about the future of the main characters  Joseph ‘Joe’ ‘Joey’ Cohen (30? 32?) and
his partner in their PI (private investigators) business, roommate, and best friend Kade ‘K’ Zachariah Bosa
(28? 30?). Who of course reminded me of Ian and Miro from  Marshals  series.

I had tumbled into the trap of friendship that longed to be more, and he had moved forward
to best friend, to work partner, to roommate, then taken not one more step. I was at the finish
line, ready to gift him with my heart, and he went on a detour to get laid.

Other characters:
? Evan Blake Pope, son of Desmond Blake Pope, Joe's ex. Stupid rich.
? Declan Kemp (20), a witness of a murder related to Kade. A cute young boy who has been through hell.
? Leland Vaughn, 4th District Commander who used Kade. A fucker.
? Debra Loring, works at WMMB in Chicago, the journalist who brakes Kade, Vaughn and Delcan's story.
Seems cool and interested in getting the truth out.
? Eleanor ‘Nora’ Cohen, Joe's mom and Saul Cohen, Joe’s father. Turned out to be awesome parents.
? Brennan ‘Bren’ Cohen (35? 36?) and Sayre Cohen, Joe's brothers.

He was a knight in shining armor; it was just a bit dented and tarnished in spots.

Quick basic facts:
Genre: - (Adult) Contemporary Romance (M/M).
Series: - Standalone.
Love triangle? - (view spoiler)
Cheating? - (view spoiler)
HEA? - (view spoiler)



Favorite character? - Kade ‘K’ Zachariah Bosa.
Would I read more by this author/or of series? - Sure.
Would I recommend this book/series? - Sure.
Will I read this again in the future? - Probably not.
Rating - 2.5 stars.

Renée says

~3.5 stars~

The Marshals series is one of my favorites by Calmes, and this book is a bit reminiscent of Book 1.

Joe and Kade are Private Investigator partners. They work together and are roommates as well. Joe has been
harboring a big ol' crush on his bisexual partner since he laid eyes on him, but Kade goes through sexual
partners more frequently than underwear and doesn't seem the "commitment" type. And Joe definitely
doesn't want to ruin his friendship with the man.

Mary packed a lot into this one. Joe and Kade's respective histories played an integral role to the unfolding of
the story. And both needed some closure in some key areas.

Thankfully, both men get their personal resolution in an overlapping way with each other, making it ideal
that they're each there to support the other as the events take place.

Calmes uses the "kairos" theme in multiple ways. She starts the book with the definition - "a time when
conditions are right for the accomplishment of a crucial action: the opportune and decisive moment". This
theme is demonstrated in the way their historical paths converge. It's also the name of Joe's family's business.
(My friend, Ele, said it's a Greek word having to do with the weather, but shrugs.)

The insta-love that Calmes is famous for made more sense in this story, since our MCs knew each other for
years, and Joe clearly had feelings for a while. I won't spoil Kade's take on that - you'll have to read it for
yourself.

A dose of eyebrow waggles by 3% made me fall right into the Calmes comfort. There are peacoats and guns,
but not quite as much *We're gonna die now* that is ever-present in so many other stories.

My biggest niggle was the way in which Joe severed ties with his family years ago. It was pretty shaky and
didn't make a lot of logical sense, nor was the reason his family stayed out of contact for these years. Not
very believable.

Calmes lovers will like this a lot! And can we take a moment to admire that cover again? Gorgeous!

Jennifer?Pher? says

Hmmm...that was, well, it was Mary and it had all the ingredients but something was missing. Maybe it had
too many ingredients?



I think it was just too much for such a small book. It felt like all the wonderful ideas for a book but not
enough time fleshing any of them out. Does that make sense? It at times read a little like an outline. Know
this, see this, go here, feel this.

I totally did not get Joe. I just feel like I missed a whole lot in regards to how he ended up in Chicago. His
"estrangement" was also, well, I didn't like it. I was not pleased by this part of the story. So much wasted
time in my opinion.

I dunno, I liked it. I think I expected the bad guy to come back or something exciting to happen with that part
of the story. I had to keep reminding myself these guys weren't law enforcement so they wouldn't care about
the crime part like some of our other guys, it was not easy. Also, what happened with the ex?

It's almost like there were two separate books happening here and it kind of read that way.

Maybe I should read it again. I feel a little lost.
-------
Give this to me now!!!

Kairos (καιρ?ς) is an Ancient Greek word meaning the right, critical or opportune moment. The ancient
Greeks had two words for time: chronos (χρ?νος) and kairos. While the former refers to chronological or
sequential time, the latter signifies a proper or opportune time for action.

~Mindy Lynn~ says

3.75 Stars!

I am not a fan of short stories and the only time I am willing to pick one up and read it is when it's done by
an author I read a lot of. Which was obviously the case for this book. I love me some MC. She has been a
favorite of mine for a long time so I knew I had to read it. Boy for this to be a shorty she sure did pack in a
lot of story. The trope of partners to lovers is a trope I love. This one reminded me of Miro and Ian. It had a
similar vibe but totally different stories with completely different backgrounds so don't get it twisted y'all.
LOL

These boys are best friends, roommates, and partners in their PI business. They are close, but not close
enough if Joe has anything to say about it. For him he wishes he Kade could be a lot closer in the biblical
sense. Joe has been harboring feelings for Kade for so long that it's become hard to be alone with the man
without wanting to climb him like a monkey. Joe's words not mine. LOL
Kade has some serious possessive tendencies when it comes to Joe though. Especially when his ex Evan is
mentioned. Boy goes a bit nutty and gets all growly. It was hot. LOL

Both men are obviously wanting the other and are completely oblivious to it as well. It was a bit of a downer
that both men didn't get their aha moment until the near end of the book. I wanted to see more of them
together since they finally got there. But nope. We get it and soon it's over. Is this a standalone? Or is there a
possibility of getting more of these two in future books? Yes, plural. LOL

Things were pretty much wrapped up too perfectly for my liking. Things were also a bit OTT, but if your a



fan of MC you know this is how she roles. Your love it or don't. I happen to love it even if I sometimes roll
my eyes at it. LOL

Happy reading dolls! xx


