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Lutie always wanted a pet ghost—but the devil’sin the details.

The Sarrazins have aways stood apart from the rest of their Bayou-born neighbors. Almost as far as they
prefer to stand from each other. Blessed—or cursed—with the uncanny ability to see beyond the spectral
plane, Aurie hasraised his children, Sol, Baz, and L utie, in the tradition of the traiteur, finding wayward
spirits and using his special gift to release them along Deadroads into the afterworld. The family, however,
fractured by their clashing egos, drifted apart, scattered high and low across the continent.

But tragedy serves to bring them together. When Aurie, while investigating a series of ghastly (and ghostly)
murders, is himself killed by adevil, Sol, EMT by day and traiteur by night, Baz, atraveling musician with a
truly spiritual voice, and Lutie, combating her eerie visions with antipsychotics, are thrown headlong into a
world of gory sprites, brilliant angels, and nefarious demons—small potatoes compared to reconciling their
familial differences.
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From Reader Review Deadroadsfor online ebook

Cor ner ofmadness says

| really enjoyed this paranormal/urban fantasy. It opensin Cajun country in Louisianawith siblings, L uetta
“Lutie” and Basile “Baz” Sarrazin. Lutie wantsto capture a ghost, like her mother Mirielle has. Her father,
Aurie, and older brother, Beausoliel ‘Sal’, are le traiteurs, faith healers that can see and send ghosts along the
deadroads to wherever it is ghosts go. (Well at this point, Sol isstill just ayoung man so he's not really
doing it yet). Lutie can see ghosts too, but middle child, Baz cannot. However, when Baz sings, ghosts come
from all over to hear him sing. Lutie tries to use this help catch a ghost, failing spectacularly. It seemsto be
the final straw, forever changing the family. Mirielle shuts Baz up in his room, even though Dad and Sol are
gone with no e.t.a. for returning and she takes L utie and flees.

The story fast forwards to Sol’ s adulthood. (The story will use al three siblings' povs but the first few
chaptersare al Sol and Baz, mostly Sol). After his mother abandoned them, their father burned down their
house and they traveled the country, doing what they could to help send ghosts across. There was an ill-fated
attempt to free a bound ghost. Fortunetellers, real ones, bind a ghost to useit for information and Aurie
accidentally caused the woman' s death freeing the ghost. He went to jail, leaving teenaged Sol to raise his
younger brother, and forbade Sol from ever trying to do that (which of course adult Sol isn’t going to listen
to). He also forbade Baz from singing unlessin a car (where ghosts couldn’t keep up). Sol knows that there
ismore to hisfather’ s fears for Baz when he sings but doesn’t know what (It’'s actually really cool but |
won’'t spoil that).

Sal is now aparamedic and in a crumbling relationship because he keeps going out to help the ghosts and
isn’t good at keeping in touch with his girlfriend, Robbie. He's excellent at hisjob, even using his traiteur
powersto hold soulsin until a patient can be stabilized and saved if possible. Thisworld comes apart when
he investigates a series of bludgeoning deaths on arail line and finds his father’s corpse. Aurie's ghost warns
him away from this. It wasn't just a ghost who killed him but adevil. Sal, of course, will not let this go.

He informs Baz about their father’' s death. Unlike Sol who isintelligent and closed off, Baz isall openness
and charm. He was never great in school but he lives for music. Heis a professional musician floating from
band to band to session work as afiddler. He couch surfs with friends and lovers so not much on the stable
home life. However, learning his father is dead, Baz triesto find their long lost sister in away he knows Sol
wouldn’t approve of (later we learn what he did and I’m with Sol on that one). He finds Lutie in Canada with
an adoptive family. Their mother had suicided years before.

Baz finds Lutie to be hard and wary. She’s not ready to reconnect with her brothers but her family gives her
agentle push. Lutie agreesto drive Baz back to the Denver areawhere Sol is before going back to college.
Lutie has ulterior motives. She still wants Baz' s help to catch a ghost. Soon al three of them are enmeshed in
trying to avenge their father and stop the killer ghost and the devil controlling it.

The story slowly unfolds. | wish | could think of a better word than slow since it implies it was boring or
plodding and it’s neither. Thisis more about dysfunctional family ties than anything else. All three siblings
are interesting, faceted and flawed. | liked Baz the best but it’s easy to like the charming ones. | will say that
there are alot of French phrasesin this (as Cauns do speak French mixed with English and vice versa) and
many of those phrases are not translated. That might bother some people (not me).

The ending is good. The twists in this were also good. | didn’t see them coming a mile away which often



happens. The ending is also rather bittersweet. It wraps up the novel yet could lead to ancther story with the
siblings. | did check and so far thisis the author’s only book. | do hope she writes more.

One thing though is the cover seemed abit off (and who knows how much input the author has). We have
the villain ghost and Baz and Sol only. Lutieis nowhere around (which is a shame since she has a pivotal
rolein the end). For that matter Sol looks jowly and Baz is thick when he's described in the book time and
again astall, willowy, graceful. Ah well, it'saminor thing.

Katja says

| enjoyed this book and can see the author writing more with the same characters. So I'm writing a summary
of the book so | can look back and see what happened in this one.

M'man: the mother. | forgot her real name. From French-Canada. She is afortune-teller. She ends up killing
herself when Lutieis (about) 9.

Fortune-tellers usually capture aghost in order to tell fortunes. Traiteurs think thisis evil and drives fortune-
tellersinsane. However, M'man had told Aurie she didn't have a ghost, she just was faking it.

When she finds out L utie knows (and Baz overhears), she deserts the family, taking Lutie with her.

Aurie: thefather. A "traiteur”, what Bayou people call someone who can see ghosts and guide them onto the
deadroad and out of thisworld. He ends up getting killed by the malevolent ghost, Lewis.

When Aurie find the females gone, he tells his two boys M'man is evil, burns down the house, moves them
to CO, and never speaks of the women again. He becomes a hard-drinker and ended up jailed for 4-5 years.
Sal: the oldest son. Trained by Aurieto be atraiteur. Works asan EMT. Dating & living with Robbie, but
never tells her about his work/ability as atraiteur. Has afalling out with Aurie (before he dies), not sure why.
Ended up having to essentially raise Baz when their dad was drinking and in jail. Ends with Robbie having
left him.

Baz: the middle child. The only one that can't see ghosts (but does seem to be able to sense them when
they're around). An amazing singer, but told by Aurie early in hislife he should never sing, so he plays the
fiddle. His singing attracts angels and demons, which are way worse than ghosts, cause humans cannot
understand them. Baz drifts around from band to band and sugar mamato sugar mama. He ends up heading
back up to Canada with Lutie.

When M'man took off with Lutie, she left Baz alone in the house (while Aurie & Sol were away for an
unknown amount of time). When Aurie & Sol return, they find Baz hiding in the cupboard, having been
there for days, as he could somewhat sense a presence, but unlike the rest of hisfamily, cannot see ghosts.
Lutie: youngest. Her mom takes her up to Canada, when she leaves the rest of the family. After her mom
kills herself, Lutieis placed with aloving foster family that she considers her family by the time sheisan
adult. Growing up, sheis put on medication and in therapy to deal with the "things she sees'. She ends up
binding Lewis to her (without her brothers knowing) and going back to Canadato finish college (taking Baz
with her).

The 3 siblings end up together, and there isalot of family stuff to work through (some of it they deal with,
some of it they don't). They start out looking into the malevolent ghost, Lewis, because he killed their dad.
They find out he is bound to a demon. Possibly the same demon that Baz was hiding from as a child
(although the other two don't know anything about that). The demon wants Baz to sing for an angel to come,
cause the demon wants to fight the angel and has no way of calling it. The siblings need to get rid of Lewis
and the demon. In trying to do so, L utie realizes she can't do what Sol (and Aurie) do. She tries to send
Lewisto the deadroad and somehow sends Sol on it too. In trying to bring him back, she wounds the demon
by unbinding Lewis from him and binding Lewisto herself.



Baz also wants to bring Sol back. So he sings to call the attention of the angel to ask to get his brother back
and is successful. There's something about the demon, too. There's actually 3 of them (Sol meets another one
on the deadroad). | think the one that has been the main onein this book is killed at the end (I think).

Mieneke says

Raobin Riopelle's Deadroads was an inordinate amount of fun. There was plenty of creepiness and conflicted
emotions and relationship difficulties between the characters, but on finishing the book what remained was
the sheer enjoyment | got out of reading the book. Featuring afamily of traiteurs — essentially ghost
whisperers — the story is built upon its protagonists. They are what make this novel so enjoyable. Deadroads
portrays the tension of being of two worldsin several different layers. There's the obvious one —being able
to see ghosts or not — but there is also Lutie's being suddenly confronted with her birth family, while having
been raised in avery different foster family. Lastly there is the difference between the Cajun heritage on their
father's side and the Acadian heritage on their mother's side.

The first sibling we meet isthe youngest, Lutie. First seen in aflashback in which she exposes her mother's
secret bonding of a ghost, after which her mother takes her and leaves her husband and sons behind, Lutieis
very much the outsider of the three. The only girl, raised away from her brothers up in Canada, she'sa
traumati sed young woman when we next see her. Her struggle with her abilities to see ghosts and the
attendant ramifications was fascinating. Her foster parents have her take anti-psychotics so she won't see the
ghosts, yet Lutie feelsthat thisis not the solution. She can't square the different schools of thought regarding
ghosts her parents adhered to; her father finding the binding of ghosts amoral and dangerous and her mother
seeing it asthe only way to be safe from other ghosts. Lutie has alot of anger due to feeling abandoned by
her entire family and this unprocessed anger plays alarge role in how her gift manifests.

The brother directly above her is the sunny Baz. Charming, musically gifted and a bit of arolling stone, he's
the only one of the three unable to see ghosts. Baz is the middle child turned baby brother and he's had a
rough time growing up. There are secrets to him only revealed towards the ending of the story that made my
heart bleed for him. Baz has a huge heart and as a true middle child is the peacemaker of the family. Baz
grows alot over the course of the novel, finally coming into his own and feeling asif he might become his
brother's equal instead of his responsibility.

Sal isthe eldest and my favourite of the three. His desperate sense of responsibility and duty, to Baz, to his
job, and to the ghosts he sees wandering lost, gets in the way of his own happiness, as he's often AWOL
without notice and with calling his girlfriend. Y et the fact that he loves her deeply is never in doubt. Sol is
the proverbia still water that runs deep and he doesn't show his emotions very well nor does he ask and
accept help very easily. He seems super put-together on the outside, yet from hisinternal dialogue the reader
learns how much he doubts himself and how much his self-assurance is a sham. | loved the interactions
between Sol and Baz — and later Lucy —there is a genuine bond there, but not an easy one and the sometimes
(not so) gentle ribbing between the brothers conveyed their relationship beautifully. Like Baz, Sol grows a
lot over the course of the novel, but he's very much from done.

Most of the story is set in the present day with several flashbacks interspersed throughout the narrative,
showing us what exactly happened all those years ago when Lutie was seven. And what happened in
between. The flashbacks are powerful passages, with especially Baz's main flashback wringing my heart and
being really creepy aswell. Riopelle's writing is assured and proved a smooth read. | especially liked the way
she used language nuances to convey the differences between the siblings. First of all thereisthe Cajun



element with Sol speaking it far better than Baz and L utie not speaking it at all. Then there is the distinction
being made between Cajun Franglish and Acadian French, not to mention the difference between American
English and Canadian English. | love the fact that both boys talk about distances in miles, while Lutie thinks
in kilometres. That sort of detail makes the narrative even better to me.

As | mentioned before, Deadroads was entertaining, its mystery compelling, but it was also far more
emotionally complex than I'd expected. From the synopsis I'd expected an interesting setting and a cool
supernatural mystery plot, what | got was a study of what it means to be between worlds, both literally and
figuratively, and how hard it is to (re-)connect to those we love, when those we love can also hurt us the
most. | loved the Sarrazin siblings and | truly hope Riopelle will return to them in the future, as their story
doesn't feel over, evenif thisstory arcisand | really want to spend more time with them. If you enjoy
supernatural fantasy and a good ghost story then Robin Riopelle's debut Deadroads should suit you to atee.

This book was provided for review by the author.

Donna says

Satisfyingly spooky. | liked this one. Exceptional audio narration, it felt authentic and drew me effortlessly
into the story.

Linda Poitevin says

Deadroadsis Riopelle's debut novel and it'safar cry from your usual fantasy/horror. | keep finding myself

wanting to call it aslow read--not because of alack of suspense, because there's plenty of that, but because
of itsrichly nuanced language and tightly woven characters. Y ou can't rush this one without missing out on
both critical details and overall experience.

Centred around three main characters, all siblings, the story is as much about a coming to terms with

personal demons and past ghosts asiit is about dealing with the physical kinds. The story struggles a bit to get
going, but once it findsiits stride, you find yourself tugged along much asif you're caught in a deceptively
gentle river current that keeps picking up speed, heading for rapids you know are there but can't quite see
coming.

All'in dl, avivid, languorous, chilling tale of the supernatural. Recommended for fans of dark fantasy and
horror, especialy if you enjoy amore literary approach to your fiction.

One note of caution to prospective readers. Riopelle employs aliberal use of French words and expressions,
particularly in the opening of the book (the characters are from the Bayou). For the non-French speaker, this
could be both distracting and off-putting, but if you're willing to give up actual meaning in favor of tone, you
should be okay. And the story really will be worth the effort.

Katy says

Book | nfo: Genre: Urban Fantasy/Dark Fantasy



Reading Level: Adult
Recommended for: Fans of dark fantasy, horror, beautiful writing

Book Available: April-2-2013 March 17, 2014 for Kindle
Trigger Warnings: murder

My Thoughts: The characters from this story are from Louisiana, and some of the dialogue is donein Cajun,
French and Acadian, and/or in a proper Louisiana bayou dialect, which isreally neat, eveniif | didn't
necessarily understand everything the characters were saying in those sections. However, | did recognize the
word pattern, and | have the Sookie Stackhouse books to thank for that. Funny, that.

Riopelle does a great job with characterization. Her characters are really vivid, created with broad strokes,
but enough details to bring them to life for the reader. The writing was likewise vivid, beautiful. | sat with
my eyes wide open, just drinking them in. A redlly talented author, and one whose upcoming works | will
definitely be watching for. Y es, this amazing book is her debut novel, and what adebut! | literally forced

myself to read it as lowly as possible, to absorb the words, the cadence, the whole thing.

I have this listed as dark fantasy, because it's not quite horror, but... without going into spoilers, don't expect
ahappy ending. Thisis dark fantasy, but so beautifully done. | highly recommend this book if you like dark
fantasy. This book is scheduled for rel ease on Apri-2-2013 March 27, 2014 (Please note: obviously the
release was delayed, much to my dismay, but finally you can read this amazing book yourself!) from Night
Shade books, so definitely be on the lookout for it.

Disclosure: | received an e-galley from Night Shade Books via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.
All opinions are my own.

Synopsis: Lutie always wanted a pet ghost—but the devil’ sin the details.

The Sarrazins have aways stood apart from the rest of their Bayou-born neighbors. Almost as far apart as
they prefer to stand from each other. Blessed—or cursed—with the uncanny ability to see beyond the
spectral plain, Aurie hasraised his children, Sol, Baz, and L utie, in the tradition of the traiteur, finding
wayward spirits and using his special gift to rel ease them along Deadroads into the afterworld. The family,
however, fractured by their clashing egos, drifted apart, scattered high and low across the continent.

But tragedy serves to bring them together. When Aurie, while investigating a series of ghastly (and ghostly)
murders, is himself killed by adevil, Sol, EMT by day and traiteur by night, Baz, a travelling musician with
atruly spiritual voice, and Lutie, combating her eerie visions with antipsychotics, are thrown headlong into a
world of gory spirits, brilliant angels, and nefarious demons—small potatoes compared to reconciling their
familial differences.

From the L ouisiana swamps to the snowfields of the north and everywhere in between, Deadroads summons
you onto a mysterious trail of paranormal proportions.

Bibliotropic says

(Full review here: http://bibliotropic.net/2014/07/15/de...)

Raobin Riopelle has been added to my personal list of authors to keep an eye on, because between her writing



style and her ability to weave a good, dark, subtle story, I’ m pretty much guaranteed some creepy
entertainment. If you're in the mood for a good horror/urban fantasy blend, then Deadroads is the novel you
should be reaching for.

April Steenburgh says

They are, perhaps, not your typical family- Lutie, her brothers Baz and Sol, their ghost-hiding mother and
ghost-catching traiteur father. But when L utie decides she wants to catch herself a ghost, just like her mother,
and enlists her brother Baz who can sing so that both the living and the dead pay attention to help her, she
shatters the casual strangeness of their lives.

Taken away from home by her mother, it takes many years and the death of their father for Lutie to run into
her brothers again. An angry ghost stalks the rail yards of the west, drawing the attention of Sol who has
taken up at least part of hisfather’s ghost-catching and settling trade. As stubborn as heisto try and fight it
out alone, it will take all three siblings, who have grown into three independent and alienated adults, working
together to settle this ghost and the demon riding its back.

Dead Roads isrich is bayou lore- it swelters with the south even when the story is staggering its way through
cold Colorado nights. It is much more than a ghost story, and far richer than the usual far horror
fantasy/fiction has to offer. Even asit is doing its best to make you jump at every little creek of your house in
the night it rings with a respect for the dead- we don’t have casual ghost hunters here. Sol is areluctant
doctor to the dead, awonderful paralléel to hisday job asan EMT. The family trade of traiteur is aduty, not a
hobby, and the author communicates that well to the reader.

It took alittle to get moving, and there was some disjointed movement from POV to POV as the book
started, but that did not take from my interest in the story or my desire to see what was going to happen next.
I think my biggest concern was the sheer amount of French worked into the dialog- not just aword here and
there but oft times full sentences. It did add to the atmosphere, but at the cost of comprehension. As areader
it pulled me from the story as | struggled to work out what was being said. Again, not enough to deter me
from reading, but enough for me to notice and become frustrated now and again.

Overal, afantastic, atmospheric read. | thoroughly enjoyed the characters and watching them move through
awonderfully unique and delightfully creepy plot. Recommended.

Sandy L u says

Raobin Riopelle artfully interwove suspense and the supernatural to create a compelling Southern Gothic tale
that captures the complex dynamics of an alienated and damaged family. Quietly electrifying, thisliterary
equivalent of counterpoint in music is alternately told in each of three siblings’ voice, offering psychological
insights into their unique reactions to the fateful childhood incident that tore their family apart and how their
subsequent stunted growth into adulthood forever marred their relationships with each other and with the
world.

Haunting, atmospheric, and heartbreaking, Deadroads is as much about devils as The Road is about the
apocalypse. Even though they struggle with actual ghosts, what the Sarrazin siblings are truly wrestling with



are the metaphoric ghosts of their past. Y ou will find the stoic, repressed, and precocious big brother Sal, the
restless, charismatic and vivacious man-child Baz, and the stubborn, reticent yet resilient little sister Lutie
equally irresistible. Readers of genre and literary fiction alike will be enticed and enthralled. Deadroads may
also particularly appeal to fans of Supernatural and Six Feet Under.

Meeker says

What abrilliant, slow, rich, tight read! It was sparse without being bleak. The characters were complex and
damaged, yet not hopeless or desperate. The landscape was lonely, but not barren. | really appreciate
charactersthat get completely beat up and still keep on their mission. The more they endure, the further past
the point of no return they get. Thisiswhat | loved about Smilla (of Smilla's Sense of Snow) and in some
respects this book has a similar determined quality, but it is so much better! The author really knows how to
tell a story without unnecessary frills, and | look forward to reading more of her work.

Natalie says

| enjoyed this book enormously. | had trouble putting it down--hence my late night the morning before | have
to be on the road by six. The main characters are my new heroes, with al their strengths and defects, as real
as anybody | know. The story is exciting, compelling, scary, and fun, and the writing is superb. | hope the
author writes another book with these characters--1 have to know what happens next.

Burgoo says

Sometimes a book can really surprise you. | expected Dead Roads to be afairly straightforward urban
fantasy story, with abit of Cajun flair. What | got was so much more than that.

The story is centered on three siblings: brothers Sol and Baz, and their estranged sister Lutie. Sol, who has
followed his father on the path of the traiteur, is investigating suspicious deaths along arailroad line in the
Great Plains. We learn that a particularly vengeful ghost is responsible for the deaths, and that only by all
three siblings working together will this ghost (and the small demon controlling it) be vanquished.

What follows isagritty ghost hunt, as the siblings travel aong the railways to investigate and battle with the
ghost. It must be said that the ghosts of Dead Roads are not what you might expect. They are angry bitter
badasses who can easily do physical damage to a person. Closely bound, as afortune teller might do, they
can cause insanity and death. Even proximity to alarge number of ghosts can make someone physically ill.

What really makes Dead Roads work so well is the characters. Riopelle creates three strong central
characters, and clearly establishes the relationships between them. The reunion of the siblingsis at the
emotional center of the book. | found this unexpected, and surprisingly moving. While the brothers have
grown up together, their sister was taken from them at an early age, and only blurry memories remained.

Dead Roadsis a strong assured first novel. Its emotional depth is quite surprising given how you may
perceive the book in terms of how it fitsin genre. I’'m looking forward to reading future efforts by Riopelle.



Ann says

Beautifully crafted, with imaginative descriptions that *amost* made me want to stop and re-read the
sentences and savor the imagery. But the author has made me care too deeply about the fractured Sarrazin
family to linger - the danger is so visceral, thereis so much at stake, that | can't pause. | have to know what
choices they will make, what they will learn, what will become of them.

| don't read alot of dark fantasy/supernatural suspense, but thisfelt so believable that | was drawn
completely in. The language, the settings, the mythology were all woven together perfectly. But above all, it
was Sol and Baz and L utie who dug their way into my heart and kept me spellbound.

Eden Royce says

| enjoyed Riopell€ s adept way of creating atmosphere and crafting broken, yet believable characters. | love
when horror takes on settings that are atypical of the genre. The main characters of this story are from the
LouisianaBayou and | loved that milieu and that Riopelle has an amazing command of dialogue in several
languages. Cajun, French and Acadian are featured in the tale and are not italicized or explained, which |
found this refreshing and made me more involved in the story. However, | can see some readers not
comfortable with Riopelle’ s choice in doing so.

Also engaging was the matter-of-fact way many of the characterstalk to and about ghosts. They are a part of
their world, treated as fixtures instead of anomalies. Deadroads also has a slow reveal of the central mystery
that | enjoyed. However, it's the kind of book that takes a bit of time to get to the final conflict and that may
be off-putting to some readers. But it is engrossing, mysterious, and, at times, heart-breaking.

Angélique (M apleBooks) says

MapleBooks.ca: Speculative Fiction Book reviews

Like most couples, the Sarrazins have a few disagreements. Asrarely seen though, they mainly argue about
ghosts: Aurie, the father, sends ghost on their way to whatever is next, whereas his wife Mireille believes
ghosts make good pets. Unfortunately, the conflict will escalate into the sudden departure of the mother and
result in the separation of their three children.

Fast-forward thirteen years later: Aurieisfound dead by arailroad, skull cracked open, hand frozenin a
gesture that his eldest son, Sol, will interpret as an attempted incantation. The gruesome murder has alife-
changing impact on Sol and his younger brother: while the former sets his mind on reconnecting with his
father’ s knowledge to make sense of his death, Baz decides to seek out their younger sister so he could share
the sad news. One commits himself to a crime investigation, the other divesinto the family past.

The investigation certainly draws some originality from the presence of ghosts: the Sarrazins can see ghosts
and it is enough to make them look guilty. But actually, Sol has no clue of what heis after. An all too human
seria killer or an actual ghost? Or maybe a devil? | found it particularly interesting that although the crime



seemed clearly related to ghostsin some ways, Sol has no evidence of who/what he’ s facing for along time
in the book. We slowly discover about “le p’tit diable” — as Sol calls him — as we explore the world of the
drifters around the railroad and gather information from the fearful inhabitants of the area. Later, it gets even
more interesting when the murderer turns to the children, bringing a sense of danger and urgency that is
really exciting!

However, the most interesting aspect of Deadroads is the family story. In 1992, the three children were split
between mother and father. Cut off from each other, they grew up convinced that the other were happier.
Both side were persuaded that the missing parent was evil. Asaresult, when Sol, Baz and Lutie finally mest,
they hold alot of prejudices and resentment towards one another, even though they are curious to get
acquainted and fill in the blanks from their family history. They aso have one major issue in common: they
suffer from seeing ghosts, legacy of their parents, the poisoned chalice that unites them despite themselves.

“There was only one reason to gather ghosts and lull them into a dream state: so you could
catch one.

Mireille had had hers, tucked inside, only let out when her mother had loosened the bindings
that kept it there. A kept ghost was enormously helpful in telling the fortunes of others, the
very best of the psychics and fortunetellers always had one, but Lutie knew it was dangerous,
her mother told her that repeatedly. It was why they had left Papa and the boys, because Aurie
wouldn’t have approved.”

It's quite pleasant that Deadroads solely focuses on the siblings. It becomes a fascinating portrait of how a
family legacy can marginalize you. The separation made the siblings feel alone, different and hopeless, and
the novel shows how reconnecting with your kin isaway to heal. Sol and Lutie also carry on their parents
disagreement about how to deal with ghosts and both have to reflect on this all over again. | really enjoyed
the idea that to overcome danger as a group, the siblings would overcome their parents’ discord.

Besides, | truly loved how the investigation and the reconnection fed and hel ped one another. For more than
adecade, Sol and Baz lived together, their personality shaped to get on the best they could, like an old
couple. Lutie comes and shatters this fragile balance: she challenges Sol’ s authority and encourages Baz to
speak for himself. She doesn’t follow orders and she takes initiatives. Actualy, | found that Sol and Lutie
looked like each other very much and it made me smile to see them puzzled at this. Doesn't it happen in
every family? It was great to see them slowly discover the hopes, fears and weaknesses behind the facade of
the others.

Altogether, | fell in love with the Sarrazins. The investigation is surely engaging but the story of the siblings
took all my interest: it was just so moving and Sol, Baz and Lutie felt really authentic (ghosts set aside). |
loved reading about the siblings reuniting and healing themsel ves together, and how they found away to do
better and go further than their parents did, al the while carrying on the




