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In thisthrilling and candid memoir, world record-holding and controversial Big Wave surfer Garrett
McNamar a chronicles his emotional quest to ridethe most for midable waves on earth.

Garrett McNamara—affectionately known as GMac—set the world record for the sport, surfing a seventy-
eight-foot wave in Nazaré, Portugal in 2011, arecord he smashed two years later at the same break.
Propelled by the challenge and promise of bigger, more difficult waves, this adrenaline-fueled loner and
polarizing figure travel s the globe to ride the most dangerous swells the oceans have to offer, from calving
glaciersto hurricane swells.

But what motivates McNamara to go to such extremes—to risk everything for one thrilling ride? Is riding
giant waves the ultimate exercise in control or surrender?

Personal and emotional, readers will know GMac as never before, seeing for the first time the personal
alongside the professional in an exciting, intimate look at what drives this inventive, iconoclastic man.
Surfing awesome giantsisn't just thrill seeking, he explains—it’'s about vanquishing fears and defeating
obstacles past and present. Surfers and non-surfers alike will embrace McNamara' s story—as they have
William Finnegan’s Barbarian Days—for an intimate look at the enigmatic pursuit of riding waves, big and
small.

Ilustrated with sixteen pages of color photos, Hound of the Seais arecord of perseverance, passion, and
healing. Thoughtful, suspenseful, and spiritually profound, McNamara reveal s the beautiful soul of surfing
through the eyes of one of its most daring and devoted disciples.
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Jesaca says

Being aweak swimmer, suffice to say surfing is completely foreign to me. However, | still remember the
first time | saw that photo on the cover. | had goosebumps. Garrett's life is a surprisingly interesting read. A
true cast of characters.

His passion for surfing is obvious and contagious. Perhapsit's time to craft my own blueprint and take
swimming lessons!

Deborah | deiosepius says

Thisisthe story of Garrett McNamara, a surfer from Hawaii who holds a Guinness record for surfing the
worlds largest wave. Thiswave, incidentally, is off Nazare, Portugal and the events surrounding that wave
are avery exciting section at the end of the book.

Autobiography or Biography? Not sure; the main author is clearly McNammara, and his voice is so strong
and individualistic that the book very much feels like a straightforward person telling you about themselves,
there are no literary flourishes. Thereis a co-author given, though not one | had heard of (and, perhaps more
importantly, not one | can get GR to accept, so; my apologies co-author, if you exist) .

For about the first hundred pages, thisis the story of how McNamara and his brother grew up. Thiswas very
much the 60's - 70's hippy, commune era and their growing up was very unusual by today's standards. This
part isinteresting though after awhile | started getting impatient to get back to the ocean. | think that awhole
book could be written about this era and that it was trimmed down to anecdotes that the author felt hel ped
shape the core of who isis. This part also suffered alittle from continuity problems (more on that latter) and

| personally cringed at the childish animal cruelty stores that the author.authors seem to find amusing and
endearing.

When we reached Hawaii it became fascinating!

Personally, | am not asurfer. | did one lesson on my 30th birthday, | nearly killed myself with my own board
and the two students next to me were lucky to escape un-maimed. | don't even know anyone who surfs. What
| am is an ocean addict, anything marine fascinates me and it is very hard to find books which capture the
joy, fascination, awe and sheer blood pounding amazement of the oceans and seas. This visceral response to
the ocean seems to be very much afeature for surfers though, so | enjoyed this book on that level.

Hawaii of the 70's? 80's? was fascinating to read about, the surf culture was unique in so many ways and |
loved reading about the surrounds in which McNamara became a pro-surfer. The culture and the place were
clearly abig part in shaping him and | really enjoyed the blunt, uncompromising way in which he describes
himself and his journey to becoming who heistoday. He did some pretty dumb and pretty unconscious
things but | certainly respect the way he owns them without excuses and then evolves his own mindfulness
and goes hisown way . The point in hislife in which he looks around at who and where he is, decides
consciously what he wants it to be and then gives anything to following that goal isinspirational. He does



that at the stage when most people just accept that there lifeiswhat it is and give up their dreams. | loved
that he did change it around and became a pro surfer of large waves much older than more pro surfers seem
to makeit.

Now of the ocean; the deep understanding of how waves work, how all the factors including the wind and
the shore line shapes them and the sea beneath them affects the wave show an ongoing obsession with the
ocean and it's moods, the very thing | like to read about but which israrely written. Also, the deep respect for
the oceans that produce waves and which are untamed and often unpredictable comes through in the writing
quite beautifully. The lyrical descriptions of the waves and barrels are everything that made me start keeping
an eye out for books by/about surfers.

The negatives of this book are in the writing style which is often, very often, totally disorganised: It chops
and changes alot time wise, so that much of the time we can lose track of on ongoing narrative. We often
don't know what year we are reading about and that actually bothered me more in the childhood section
(whereit islikely the author himself isn't certain) than in the later part of the book. Aswell as what year,
there seems a strong tendency to mix the timeline up, so as a continuous narrative it often fails. Thereisone
section where as a surfer McNamara goes to Tahiti, then he describes a surfing experience that happened
years before (I think) then we skipped to present day, then to a different location....

It seems that we follow the authors personal experiences of the waves, sites and individualsin away that isa
linear experience for him, which on the whole does not impair the strengths of the book but may leave some
readers adrift. | was able to largely gloss over timeline or location confusion and concentrate on the actual
surfing experiences, which are beautifully described, the wipe-outs which are terrifying exciting and as the
cover says. Wild.

PS. | seem to have got the budget version, while the online description mentioned colour photos, mine had
only afew, well chosen black and whites.

Nate Hawthorne says

Snow days are good for something. | enjoyed this book. Not sureit is as good as other memoirs that | have
read about other sport/extreme athletes. | do like to learn about how other people get from birth to
accomplishment. | have always had a more than passing interest in surfing, so the whole thing was pretty
interesting. Probably the most lack luster 4 star review | have ever written.

Gregory Lamb says

McNamara's surf memoir isaworthy read if only for the fact that he was the first to conquer surfing a 100 ft
wave. Thiswork chronicles McNamaras life from childhood through the present.

With respect to non-fiction memoirs written by prominent personalities from the surfing world, | makeit a
point to read them all. Unlike other athletic pursuits, surfersrarely take time to write about their sport.
"Hound of the Sea" is a story written by a surfer for surfers. Thetitleis areference to the author's Celtic
surname meaning "hound of the sea".



Unlike Finnegan's "Barbarian Days" and Duane's " Caught Inside," McNamara's story doesn't come across as
aliterary, colorful, masterpiece of prose. Nearly all the chapters are 5-6 pages long that address specific
milestones or memorable moments in the author's life. The first 77 pages seemed pretty unremarkable at
first, but later it was clear how the early non-surfing years of the author's life gave shape to hislifegoa "To
Keep Surfing".

What | really enjoyed about reading this book was the honesty and mater of fact transparency the author so
humbly offersto anyone interested in really knowing what it isto walk in his shoes (or more appropriately
hisflip flops). Among the elite few who've ever surfed "Jaws," "Teahupo'o," "Mavericks," or "Cortes Bank"
to name a handful of big wave spots, at one point or another, these surfers al discover that what they doin
the water islike living in afish bowl. The chapter titled "Incident at Cortes Bank” is one example of how the
opinions of non-witnesses and media could really crush a person's spirit. This was areally important passage
and I'm glad McNamara chose to includeit.

What | didn't enjoy reading about was the cavalier attitude toward including marijuana and other drugsin the
surfing lifestyle. True asit may have been for McNamara, it is sad and disappointing to be reminded that not
every surfer (even those who are tremendously accomplished) is a clean living, serious athlete.

In the end, what worked for me as an admirer of Garrett McNamara was the "blue print" he developed to
become the kind of serious big wave rider who isworthy of historical recognition. In the realm where
McNamara operates (riding enormous killer waves), one cannot imagine how these surfers are able to keep
fear in check. In hiswords, brief and concise, on page 219, McNamara says, "Fear is something we create,
because we're stuck in the past or envisioning the future. If we stay in the present there is no fear." Coming
from a man who'd endured the physical trauma of having his body tortured from the thousands of pounds per
sguare inch and being pounded on reefs countless times, there is no question that Mr. McNamara has the
credibility to speak to fear.

McNamaras work is atestimony that even a crooked path can lead to greatness if one remains humble and
sticks to their "blue print."

Russ Adcox says

My brother-in-law bought it in an airport and loaned it to me afterward. A quick easy read about atopic I'm
not all that interested in--surfing. However, | found the story of McNamara really engaging. His childhood
fascinated me. Coming from a straight-laced Southern culture with parents who made sure we followed all
the rules, descriptions of his childhood with his nomadic parents was alittle surreal. The later part of the
book wasn't as interesting to me because it got more into his surfing career and described stuff (waves,
surfing terms) for which | have no context. But there's some good stuff in there about fear. Also, short-
chapters and a quick pace to the story keep me going.

Marisa Fernandes says

Garrett Mc Namara néo é s6 quem surfou aguela onda gigante na Nazaré, é também e acima de tudo o vivo
exemplo de que nunca é tarde para se recomecar, para se mudar de vida e fazer diferente, fazer melhor.



Ao longo de "Lobo do Mar", Mc Namara d&nos a conhecer a sua histéria de vida meio atribulada, levada
muitas vezes ao limite por uma certa inconsciéncia, despreocupacao e auséncia de regras. A dada altura,
decide mudar completamente de rumo, vendo no surf umaforma de vida e concretizacgo. E € assim que, em
busca de uma grande onda, chega a Nazaré em 2011 e surfa uma onda de quase 24 metros, entrando para o
Guiness e tornando a vila mundial mente conhecida.

A partir dai a suavida mudou. A da Nazaré também por causa das ondas gigantes que ai se formam a dada
atura do ano, atraindo inimeros surfistas de todo o mundo e contribuindo, por suavez, para o crescente
desenvolvimento da economialocal.

Uma das partes que mais gostei neste livro foi aguela gue Mc Namara dedicou afalar da sua chegada a
Nazaré e do modo como a sua relagio com a regifo se desenvolveu. E muito bonito ler alguém que ndo é
portugués, mas que tem Portugal no coracdo, falar tdo bem do nosso pais e reconhecer-lhe um valor que
habitual mente os nacionais ndo sentem... Vale a penal

Olga Vannucci says

From childhood unconventional
To wave heights monumental.

Nicholas Barisone says

Thisisahumble, heartfelt account of Garrett's life and a must read. Its up there with Barbarian Days, which
isone of the best complements | can give.

M ar smannix says

Great inspirational story about a young boy raised essentially feral, who clawed his way up and out.
Insider's ook at the big wave surfing community.

Mark Casner says

Excellent biography.
Guy from dysfunctional family background spins a great tale.
His brother, World of surfing, journey of life.

Rui says

Uma biografia escrita de forma simples, do que me parece ser um homem simples na assungdo genéricado
modo de viver avida com os outros. Apés a leitura desta biografia, fiquei com aimagem de um homem que



sobreviveu a muita coisa na sua vida e que por diversas vezes poderiater corrido mal, mesmo muito mal e
gue por um mero acaso se dedicou ao surf e se tornou um dos grandes do surf mundial, muito respeitado,
sobretudo gracas a surfada da maior onda no canhéo da Nazaré. Lobo do mar parece-me um titulo apropriado
para esta biografia, pois é 1a que o Garrett se sente bem, como refere vérias vezes nesta histéria.

Rachel says

Even though surfing has become more mainstream over time, the name Garrett McNamara might not ring a
bell like, say, Kelly Slater or Bethany Hamilton. But what if | told you G-Mac has surfed world-record-
breaking, massive waves- and lived to tell the tale? Thisis his story, but before he could make the Guinness
Book of World Records or put the monster waves of Nazaré, Portugal on the map, he had an unusual
childhood as the son of two wayfaring hippies. The opposite of helicopter parenting, McNamara grew up
with virtually no rulesin liberal communes and on the road with his "Gitana" mother. Eventually, he makes
it to Hawaii, where the saltwater getsin his blood and his surfing career is born. Over the years, McNamara
attempts to balance fellow islanders, family, sponsors, women, and waves as he his place in the world: which
is smack-dab in the lineup for the biggest waves he can find. See Pipeline, Teahupo'o, Peahi (aka Jaws),
Cortes Bank, and Nazaré through McNamara's eyes and find out how one surfer's unlikely journey spans a
fast-evolving sport that continues to grow and morph today. McNamara's story will challenge the way you
see the ocean and shed light on a surfer'slife... who knows, the book might even stoke you up to get on a
board!

Kat says

**%| voluntarily reviewed an Advanced Reader's Copy of this book for my honest review & | thank the
publishers Harper Collins NZ***

Considering | hardly ever pick biographical bookswhen | was given the catalogue for reviews from
#HarperCollinsNZ the first thing that grabbed my eye was the cover, as a keen photographer it just drew me
in to look closer, that #wave, its like #epic (I am channeling my latent #surferchick vibe, can you tell)

I LOVE the sea, having been born on the East Coast of England, and then moving to NZ and also living even
nearer the sea (200m away) | then lived on the coast of Queensland for 3 years, and now | am back in
Invercargill, and drive to Bluff twice aday and | do enjoy the ever-changing view of the sea. My goal isto
get back to living with a #seaview again soon.

| have always wanted to learn to surf (and | decided to add it to my bucket list after reading this book) OK |
doubt I will ride waves as big as Garrett does, but the thing is I've been glued to this book, and it is not just
because it's about #surfing, because althoughit is, it is also about striving for your #dreams #goals and the

main lesson | got from reading this book is that you #neverquit.

It was atruly inspirational read, at first, the book had my eyebrows raised, his childhood is like off the scale
opposite to myself and my husband's, | couldn't imagine how he and his brothers did not fall foul of a sticky
end. BUT | do think his unusual upbringing had something to do with the way he looks at life.

Hetalks candidly about hislife, the highs and lows, the pages were full of stories that showed his Passion,



commitment, friendship, loyalty and honesty. He lives for the moment, for all the possihilities, to pursue
your dreams no matter they be big or small.

Quote: Fear is a choice, something we manufacture in our in our minds. When we think about
the past or the future we become afraid. We're afraid because we remember when something
bad happened before and we're scared it's going to happen again. If we are in the moment and
enjoying the moment and making the best of the moment, thereis no fear.

I think the one thing | will take from reading this book is that even when everything was going wrong, he
still carried on... this has had an effect on me, So | will keep picking myself up as life throws its spannersin
my life, smile and enjoy the journey down thisroad called life.

Claudia Ribeiro says

Inspirational is an understatement.
What an awesome and uplifting book. ??

Angela says

I think | was looking for something alittle more literary, ala"Barbarian Days." Instead, this was atoo-long
account of McNamara's bizarre nomadic upbringing and his (boring) movesin the surfing world. Hisvoiceis
leaden and repetitive, and | lost interest halfway through but powered on.




