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"The gameiscalled Cutthroat, gentlemen. Quick and vicious...just theway | like it sometimes."

She risked everything to play a man's game in aman's world. Asthe elusive, mysterious Montana Rose, she
was known as the queen of the Mississippi riverboats, a sensual and dangerous Southern beauty who was
willing to gamble everything, even her life, on each cut of the cards.

Intent on calling her bluff, the equally devious and dangerous Michael Tarrington is determined to teach the
fiery lady gambler alesson in seduction. But instead, the rakishly handsome Y ankee finds himself swept into
her world of illusions, treachery, and smoldering passions that threaten to cut Straight for the Heart.
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From Reader Review Straight for the Heart for online ebook

Nic says

| did not enjoy this book. Usually | get lost in Marsha Canham's stories but not this one! There wasn't one
truly likable character anywhere.

Regan Walker says

Great Post Civil War Romancel!

Asfar as|'m concerned, thisis one of Marsha Canham'’s best novels and that's saying something. While my
favorite setting for ahistorical romance might not be the post Civil War South (Mississippi), but because it
was written by Canham, | decided to take a gamble. It was worth it.

Thisisthe story of proud Southerners and Y ankees trying to pick up the pieces after the Civil War. Itisalso
the story of the Courtland family and what the war did to them, and of two beautiful blonde, blue-eyed twin
sisters so alike no one could tell them apart save for the heart-shaped gold lockets they wore with their
individua initials on them. While looking alike, they are so different that one's good heart was like a beacon
while the other's bad heart was selfish...she was bad to the bone.

And, it'sthe story of love, Amanda's and Michadl's, begun on ariverboat, the Mississippi Queen, with high
stakes gambling, and alove that had to wait until the war was over.

Canham'swriting is at its best here...she paints beautiful word pictures, she devel ops deep characters who
make you cry and laugh, and her plot has twists that will make you wished you'd taken notes.

It all comes out right in the end and it is done so well.

LuvGirl says

I don't know what happened but this book was utterly boring. | was expecting alittle more fire from the
heroine. She only had a mouth when it came to the hero but her personality was dull to say the least. Nothing
like the heroine in, The Pride of Lionswhich | loved. The hero aso didn't do anything for me. Just aplain old
run of the mill hero in pursuit of the heroine the moment they met. Nothing special to swoon over. The
heroine's twin was a more interesting character than her. She was made out to be evil but she was more
realistic than miss perfect. | gave up before the end but if i can't get into the characters and the story by 40%
then something is seriously wrong.

Elaine says



Another keeper from Marsha Canham! | love her books! This one takes place after the Civil War. In order to
save her home, Amanda decides to try her luck at Riverboat gambling under the name Montana Rose. Her
father was well known as a gambler and his favorite past-time at home isteaching his children how to mark
decks and gamble.

Marsha's books are full of intrigue and witty dialogue.

Here are afew of my favorite quotes:
"Miz Amanda married wid a Y ankee? Lordy, Lordy. hell done must've froze when none of us was watchin'."

The change that came over her face was subtle and fascinating, and Tarrington realized at once what she was
doing and why she was doing it. It was like watching a chameleon slowly shift colors to adapt to its
surroundings. She was going to adapt, she was going to give him the performance she assumed he wanted,
and in that moment he knew, with hisingrained aversion to defiance of any kind, that as soon as she thought
to outmaneuver him with that I-dare-you-to-make-me-feel-anything look, there could be but one outcome.
Up until that moment, he's had every intention of letting her have the bed alone and undisturbed tonight.
Until that moment he had been fully prepared to wait until they were both better adjusted to the
circumstances.

A victim of few surprises, Michael Tarrington suddenly found his arms filled with a woman who was kissing
him with enough passion to erase any noble thoughts he might have had about teaching her alesson and
leaving her to a cold bed. There was nothing noble in the swift hard rise of his flesh. Nothing vaguely
compromising in the way his arms went around her and pulled her close so she could feel the solid thickness
of hisarousal.

Cindy Woods says

Didn't like

I had such a difficult time reading this book without gritted teeth | aimost didn't finish. | couldnt stand the
heroine, Amber, with all her whining and sorrow for all they lost post Civil War....and her opinion that the
engdlavement of humans was better so th st they could be cared for....ugh! What absolute rot! Her Southern
belle pride made meill, and her sad stories about hunger and the Orange she gave her little girl after her so-
called sacrifice....bah! For every awful story she could recall of her degradation during the war and post war
hundreds of them came to mind of men and women whose lives were forced to endure under their forced
captivity and genocide by the plantation owners. | just could not get into the storyline here. Canham writes
very well, but this one was ruined for me by the attempt to gain sympathy for this poor Southern flower
forced into alife of awhorish-looking card sharp. | have three stars for every other aspect of this book....It
was a stretch to do so. My conscience at rating it that highly is strained.

Diane says

Great book! Takes place in the south after the civil war. Lots of twists and turns, suspense, murder,



gambling. The heroine is a mild mannered widow in her families eyes, but goes by the alias of Montana Rose
gambling on the Missippi Queen taking gentlemen's money.

Lady Claire, Marchioness of Fancy Pants says

Excellent western fare!

Natalya says

Exciting plot, with lots of twists but realistic. Great historic romance. The dialogue with quality quick
repartee. Tarrington is one of best romance heroes | have met. Characters so real, make mistakes, both male
and female insight, and very likable. A quality romance read.

M skychick says

Oh my god, there was so much angst in this book! Too much. It's like there had to be an earthquake, then a
famine, then awar, because just one disaster wasn't enough. And so many villains and villainesses.

| did not care for thisbook at all. Unfortunately, | took it on vacation as my book to read when the plane took
off and landed, when my Kindle had to be shut off, or | would not have finished it.

L. (Vacation All | Ever Wanted) says

I'm being generous with two stars as the hero of this book was just on the edge of being disliked by me.




