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Bel says

| enjoyed this book, it was an interesting read and through personal anecdotes and insightful speculation and
conclusions, Colin Wilson establishes early on in the book that he knows what he is talking about. The
amount of people introduced was slightly overwhelming but considering how many cases were discussed
that's to be expected.

Read if you are interested in the establishment of the FBI's Behavioura Science Unit and the agents and
cases which made it successful.

I will be reading more by Colin Wilson, this book also has introduced me to the works by Robert Ressler
(former FBI agent) , John Douglas (former FBI agent), David Reichert (former sheriff), the true crime writer
Sondra London as well as'A report on the Violent Male' by A.E. Van Vogt who with this particular work
seems to have inspired the insights of Colin Wilson.

Sharon says

This book wasreally intresting, | liked it's approch to the subject, and found it very enjoyable.

Tessa says

Thisbook isaredly interesting look into many different serial killers. Insight is given into their
backgrounds, including possible motives, as well as explanations as to why they may have become such
heartless killers.

Ria says

It's not so much enjoyable asit is absorbing.
It'swritten in a detailed narrative style that doesn't skimp on the grisly details but also doesn't come off as
clinical.

There are certain sections that needed a quick reread of something light and not so fraught with evil
intentions.

Sandy says

good but no match for John Douglas.



Shin Toyotomi says

By read their histories of serial killers, we can know their twisted minds by abusing, childhood, etc. To know
how to educate, we have to know these abnormal cases. And we know it isimpossible to say these cases are
only rare or by psychopath. These cases teach us the border normal and abnormal.

Sawyer X says

The book is reasonably exhaustive. It includes many offenders with in-depth details of their crimes. It also
outlines the formation of the BSU (Behavioral Sciences Unit) of the FBI with some interesting anecdotes.
The book leaned heavily into sexua crimes.

For me, the book lacked the analysis of psychopathy within the realm of serial killing. Also, the book could
not fully commit to either providing the gruesome details of the (undoubtedly horrible) crimes or whether to
hold back. In some cases, it does the former, in some the latter, with no apparent distinction. Furthermore,
and not to harp on the book too much, | missed the sense of the flow in the book. It felt at times as that it
serves as telling the story of founding the BSU, outlining their successes, and at timesthat it ismerely a
reference to various serial killing crimes.

Still, despite it all, the book is solid for gleaning more into the world of both seria killing and the catching of
seria killers. The information about the BSU was fascinating, and the analysis of the motives and history of
each seria killer wasfit.

Dahoon says

AWFUL! This book isbasicaly theft. All it doesis retell what former FBI agent Robert Ressler writesin his
book on his research on serial killers. Nothing is new in this. it just tells what the he has read in other books
on the subject like Resser's. It should be banned for copyright abuse.

amanda says

i always hope for more out of these kinds of books than i end up getting but this book was especialy weird.
from thetitle, the introduction, and like, maybe the first four or five chaptersi was really expecting a history
of serial killer investigations/the development of the technique/or maybe like, a breakdown of the way that
modern law enforcement agencies conduct their investigations. and that's what i got for the first four or five
chapters. i was particularly happy about wilson's comment that he didn't want to discuss the grisly details etc.

of course, what this book ended up as was a constant discussion of the grisly details (of course--anyone who
writes this much about serial killersis going to go into the grisly details, this should be expected by this
point) but also into the bizarre. as for the first complaint, that's really nothing new--it was just like every
other book about serial killers. the crime, the details, the profile. i've read it a hundred times before and it's a



little trite but nothing unbelievably bad. it got a bit disorganized and dragged towards the end but again, that
happens. i fedl like wilson puts a little too much weight on the accuracy and usefulness of profiling,
considering numerous articles and books about it since (and even other profilers ripping each other to
shreds).

however, as for the second complaint... i don't pick up thiskind of book expecting to read about the author's
fetish for women's underwear (like thiswas seriously brought up in a chapter in which he discussed how he
could relate to a particular seria killer who also had an underwear fetish?!). and in another chapter, in which
he discussed another serial killer, who is engaged to afriend of his (also atrue crime writer) who claimsto
have been possessed by a demonic force and the author is like, "yeah, it could be true. i mean, i've seen alot
of shit."

... NO.

Catster says

Woah. This book gave me nightmares, turns out there's not alot of scarier stuff than actual serial killers.

Will read more True Crimel




