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Karen-Leigh says

Love this series. Rereading 2018 - this one adds new characters from history with visits to Caesar's home and
brings back Napoleon.

Michael says

| picked thisfirst one up on awhim just because it looked interested, and it was. Just for pure entertainment,
it was good. Nothing monumental though. | read the second and third for the same reason.

Honza Prchal says

Orthodox theology, unorthodox protagonists, and not all the heroesin Hell are anti-heroes, though it makes
sense. You will learn, despite yourself, about weaponry and God, though mostly through his most devoted
antagonist.

Axslingin says

This book is part of a sci-fi/fantasy series, which isn't generally my cup of tea, but | picked it up at a
Y.M.C.A. book sale without knowing the particulars. Thisis#3 in the series, and unfortunately, if you
missed the first two, there are gapsin the nine short stories in this volume. There isashort forward that gives
agenera overview; the damned arein revolt and are looking to get out of hell, although who's on who's side,
and how they became allies or enemies is something that must have occurred in the earlier volumes. Asa
result, something is missing in the plot line, as the stories are tenuoudly related in some way, and you're |eft
to figure out how.

The story picks up where an angel (just call him Al) isjailed by the devil because, apparently he might know
away out of hell. Itisn't entirely clear, at least not in this volume, but whatever poor Al did landshimin a
cell next to Adolf Hitler in hell's dungeon. Rest easy folks; Hitler is never getting out of hell. For better or for
worse, Che Guevara, one of the leaders of the resistance...decides Al could be an asset and springs him from
jail, apparently without the devil's knowledge. It looks like you can keep your body in hell, sometimes even
better than it was on earth. Good thing for the devil. Y ou need a body to torture, right? How do you rip apart
asoul?

Cheisapopular guy. So popular in fact, that Cecil B. Demille has made him the star of the ultimate movie.
Unfortunately for Che, and co-stars James Dean and Montgomery Cliff, the director ends up being Sam
Peckinpah. In hell. Needless to say, the stars earn their money in a gruesome, painful way, that only
Peckinpah can deliver on. Lifein Hellywood.

Chereturns later, but in the meantime we are introduced to the great Gilgamesh, ruler of Ur, and a sweaty,



muscular brute that can't get off on killing unlessiit's hand to hand combat. Famous authors Robert Howard
(Conan), and H.P. Lovecraft stumble upon Gilgamesh in hell's outback, and Howard's repressed homosexual
tendencies come alive at the sight of the half naked barbarian king. He fights what his loins have already
surrendered to, but damn, that Gilgamesh might just be Conan. Either way...

Hell for Gilgamesh isthat he'slonely and has indigestion (one of the disadvantages of going to hell). He
misses his pal Enkiku, another sweaty, muscle bound brute, and searchs the underworld for him. They're not
gay though; they'rejust pals...

Again, this volume #3 here, and the stories start to get messy. Augustus, Napoleon, Horatio, working the The
Pentagram (isn't that clever?), Dante-part of the story line that obviously was developed earlier in the series.

The more the book moves along, the more hell starts to sound like a communist dictatorship. Napoleon runs
into an old girlfriend at the DMV (you saw that right), and they go out to dinner later at quite a nice place,
not something you would expect in hell. There they meet the obnoxious Atilla the Hun, fresh from his polo
game victory. It's agood thing Atilla and the boys had horses and those clubs in their grips. Things happen in
hell that require alittle skull crushing, and Atillawas just the guy to accommodate.

Then we get to a story with a seeming disconnect. Up to this point, there seemed to be aloose tie with the
stories but when afighter pilot ends up in hell, he is suckered into a series of dogfights with the devil. What a
sucker. The dogfight sequences are fairly entertaining, although if you aren't familiar with the vintage planes
and various airplane parts, you lose out alittle in the descrptions.

The book winds down with a couple of storiesthat go hard with the aliances that have been previously
created, and | found myself losing interest because parts of the story were flat missing. I'm not inclined to go
back and read the first two volumes just to see how they ended up here. The stories weren't bad; they were
just incomplete, and unfortunately, they'll just have to stay that way.

Nancy L aney says
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