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Quinn says

45 stars

Dangerous Passion sees author Lisa Marie Rice return to the winning form of her Midnight series. Thisisthe
LMR I know and love.

For someone who suffers the at times overwhelming OCD of needing to read books in order, | have no
regrets at jumping straight to the last book in her Dangerous series. | had it on good authority that she saved
the best 'til last, and that the books in this series were only loosely connected.

When she'son, LMR isamaster at writing steamy to erotic romantic suspense. | love her protective apha
men whose only weakness is revealed in their devotion to their woman. Dangerous Passion is more of the
same, and in the best way.

Drake, though, has a point of difference. He does not sit clearly on the "good guys' side of the fence. In fact,
he has established himself as a powerful force on the wrong side of the law. Although | loved his character
traits, | did have a hard time with the fact that his 'career' was brokering arms to ailmost any group or nation
willing to pay his price.

I think that was al that stopped this from being afive star read for me. That and the fact that artist Grace
Larson didn't seem to care who or what Drake was, as long as drugs weren't involved. That didn't seem to fit
with her character for me, and | couldn't buy it.

That said, those issues didn't come close to spoiling the book for me. It just had so much else to recommend
it - sheer entertainment, for one thing. The action was a so first class - both in and out of the bedroom - and
the epilogue (yay!) wasicing on the cake.

Dina says

OMG, | loved this book! The hero, the heroine, the story, the epilogue - yes, there's avery good and sigh-
worthy epilogue in this book, yay! -, everything was just perfect, IMHO. I'm adevoted LMR fan but, as
much as | enjoyed all her books, only the Midnight series earned 5 stars from me. Well, not anymore!
Dangerous Passion has just made it too. :)

Victor "Drake" Drakovich is a dangerous arms dealer who lives avery secluded life. Dueto his"profession”,
he has alot of enemieswho would be more than happy to end his life in the most violent and painful way, so
he's very careful about not having any weaknesses that could be explored by them. Caring for someone
would be a major weakness because his enemies wouldn't think twice before striking someone he cared for
to get to him, so he doesn't have friends, he has extremely well-paid employees. And he doesn’'t have lovers,
he has sex partners. "Luckily" for him, he also doesn't have afamily, since he doesn't even know where he
was born and had never gotten himself emotionally attached to anyone all hislife. But this solitary life of his
changes when he meets Grace...



Grace Larsenis astruggling artist who's almost (but not quite) as solitary as Drake. She'd like to live to paint
rather than paint to live, and the closest "friend" she hasisthe owner of the art gallery owner where she
exposes her artwork. She doesn't have real friends, she has acquaintances. And, like Drake, she doesn't have
afamily either: her father left when she was nine years old, her mother let herself go after that, and there
were no aunts or uncles or cousins to love her when her mother died. Grace has always felt like amisfit, and
the only thing that she cares about is her art.

And it's her art that brings Drake and Grace together when, one day, he sees her paintings exposed through
the window of the art gallery while stuck in traffic. He's fascinated by the paintings and, in a completely out
of character behavior, goesinto the art gallery to appreciate them more closely. While he's there, Grace
walksin and, bam, in atrue LMR fashion, he falls hard and fast for her. Only, he knows he can never be with
her because that would make her atarget in his enemies eyes. So he leaves the art gallery unnoticed, and
contents himself with buying (anonymously, of course) everything she paints. He also ditches his
bodyguards and "escapes’ from his tightly secure world to watch - okay, stalk - her from the alleyway
outside the art gallery twice a month. This routine goes well for about ayear, but a man full of enemieslike
Drake is bound to be betrayed by one of his employees sooner or later. And when one of his enemies
discovers how obsessed he is with Grace and threatens her life in order to get to him, Drake knowsiit's time
he pulled out all the stops and changed his life forever, for there's no way helll ever let anything bad happen
to her. So he takes her to his private "fortress’ and pretty much stakes his claim, vowing to protect her with
hislife.

Graceisabit shocked at first - seeing people diein front of you, being shot at and amost dying in the
process will do that to anyone - but she senses a connection with, not to mention a strong atraction to, Drake
and knows she can trust him, even though there's no doubt there's something dangerous about him. But, hey,
he'saLMR hero so we all know that he's dangerous to everyone but the heroine. :)

| haveto say, | didn't think Drake was hero material when | met him in Dangerous Lover, where he played a
secondary role. | mean, he wasn't one of the good guys so | just dismissed him and forgot about him. That
shows how clueless | am, LOL, because Drake has become one of my favorite heroes now that | read
Dangerous Passion. He was strong, protective, caring, and he loved Grace so much that | was almost envious
of her.;)

Grace started out as the typical LMR heroine: beautiful, delicate, trusting, sweet and kind. But she got
stronger as the story progressed, and | was pleasantly surprised to see her saving the day in the end. Very
impressive! Kudos to LMR for changing her "formula” and giving us amore (sort of) kick-ass heroine.

Asfor the ending, | confess my eyes were alittle misty (in agood way) when | closed the book. Hormones, |
say! ;) Thiswasthe second LMR book in arow with avery good epilogue, so | guess she paid attention to

her readers "complaints" about the abrupt endingsin her earlier books. Very well done, Ms. Rice!

Allin all, thiswas an excellent read that only made me love LMR's writing more than | already did.

WhiskeyintheJar/Kyraryker says

2.5 stars



Standing in the shadows in the cold of a Manhattan winter or the steamy furnace of a Manhattan
summer for an hour or two a month, without his bodyguards, without any security whatsoever, for a
glimpse of a woman...it was madness.

The beginning of thiswas crazy good. The suspense, danger, and action was gripping. Then the story started
to become the hero constantly talking about how the heroine is not like any other woman and his fantasy of
banging her. We don't get a sex scene until the second half, which shocked me because thisis categorized as
erotica but the constant fantasizing by the hero and then the second half focus on sex more than earn that
category.

| wanted more action because the author wrote it so well. The villain was good, the hero's dark background
was good, and | could even handle the very good girl but,

It had also been clear that she wasn't wearing a bra, because she didn’t need it. Her breasts were perfect as
they were.

No. She's sweet, amazing, no make-up, perfect no-dyed shade hair, amazing artistic talent, etc, etc, but no to
the perfect breasts not needing a brato look "perfect”. | can sustain my disbelief only so far. Really though, |

just couldn't with the perfect all other women are scum heroine, as viewed by the hero.

The sex didn't grip me because | didn't "know" the characters enough. Great first two chapters, though.

Lynsey A says

What can | say about this book? Wow! My favorite from LMR so far. I'veread six of hers. The Dangerous
books and the Midnight series. | know many others love the Midnight series more but this book just touched
me more than the others I've read.

Ever since Drake was introduced in Dangerous Lover he intrigued me. | wasn't sure whether he was a good
guy or abad guy. Turns out he's agood guy doing the only things he could do to survive. Then when he
meets and fallsin love with Grace he truly becomes the good guy, giving up everything for her.

| was touched by his deep love of her painting and | amost cried when Drake thought Grace had left him and
he cried when she returned saying she could never leave him and that she loved him.

The ending was wonderful and the well plotted trap for Rutsoki was perfect. The only thing | wished was
that the traitor in New Y ork was discovered and found. However, Rutsoki was obviously the true villian and

received his due.

It was alovely epilogue and aso brought a sweet feeling to my heart as he picked up hislovely wife and
spun her around after hearing the happy news.

Thiswas such agreat read and | hated that it took me so long to finish it!




Ingie says

3,75 Stars - The man without feelingsfallsin love.
Hot, sweet and safe!

Now, | will dwell on thisagain, | LOVE to read about these alpha males (especially them) and their beloved
women in Lisa Marie Rice romances. Having just finished the Midnight Series (3 fun and steamy novels), |
couldn't resist the temptation and | now have quite quickly read another book by thiswriter. [It's my new
hobby...] She gave me thistime, like before, a novel about the toughest and fiercest warrior and the gentle
warm-hearted woman he "rescues’. The setup is a bit the samein the four books I've read so far. BUT who
cares? Not me, | get exactly what | want. A divinely sexy hero, alovable heroine, alittle adventure and
excitement, romance and true love, and alot of heat and steam.

# Viktor " Drake" Drakovich isaruthlessimmensely rich armsdealer. Barefoot from the slums of
Odessa, through wars and armies to immense power, wealth, and absolutely isolated luxury in NY - one day
he sees some amazing paintingsin agallery.

# Grace Larsen isa beautiful artist with simple needs and a single pleasure - to paint. In ayear, hasa
secret admirer of her art bought all the works she exhibited in the art gallery.

But he has not only bought paintings, he has admired her too ...

Drake smelled her before he saw her. A fresh smell, like spring and sunshine, not a perfume.
Completely out of place in the fumes of midtown Manhattan. Hisfirst thought was, No woman
can live up to that smell.

Asalways, our hero hasatender heart behind all the muscles. As aways bolts his heart (and ¢ ~ k) hard
for the woman he chose. From that day is his life not just about his own needs, weapon, war, fights and
pointless-fast-sex anymore. No, he should take care of, attend to, warm and make love with the lovely
woman heis prepared to diefor. She'll be SAFE; It'shistask. So cute - I'm falling head over heels again!

"Lean against the window. Now"
His voice was low, utter male command.
She obeyed instinctively.

It's gentle about to love and to be loved. It's fast-paced, alot of suspense, some fun (male) thoughts and as
aways quite sexy. I'm a"believer" ~ again. It's addictive - | want more!
| LIKE - (asalways) these stone tough alpha males

Thanks Kathleen, who told me about this book - twicel




Fani *loves angst* says

| really liked thisone but in the end | couldn't really get completely over the fact that the hero isan arms
dealer and that the heroine, after asking him if he was a drug dealer, never questioned him about hisjob
again. He could be in the business of human trafficking for all she cared, and | just couldn't ignore such
naivite in her part.

Other than that, | liked Drake's character, his fierce protectiveness and dominant nature. Although I'm
usually one to complain that some romances confuse lust with love, LMR convinced mein this case that
their relationship was much more than physical.

The suspense was mediocre, which | admit istheway | like it so it doesn't overshadow the romance, the love
scenes sexy but also tasteful, the hero quite yummy. These are reasons enough for me to make me want to
read other books of the same author. | just hope the other books do not deal with such morally dubious
professions.

Julie (jjmachshev) says

"Dangerous Passion" has everything readers expect from Lisa Marie Rice--a hot Alphamale, awoman in
trouble, tense action, and enough sizzling sex to set your fingers on fire. Although | enjoyed this story alot, |
did notice more than a passing resemblance to a previously released story, "Secluded" in Secrets, Vol. 9.

She'samostly naive artist, struggling to make her living in the big city but content with her distance from
others. One day Grace's artworks catch the eye of an anonymous collector who buys up everything she
produces. Then during one visit to the art gallery to drop off her newest works, Grace is kidnapped and her
dealer friend killed. But when they try to use her to force compliance from a stranger in anearby aley, the
stranger saves Grace and gets away...taking Grace with him to his highrise aerie.

Drake has always known he would die violently. He s, after all, the head of abillion-dollar arms empire--
and not all that money was earned legally. He's honed himself into alethal weapon and never takes
chances...until he spots Grace's artwork and sees himself in it. For one year, he's only watched from a
distance; but when his enemies try to snatch Grace, he realizes her life will never be the same. She's his only
weakness, but she's also his only happiness.

It takes talent to make me LIKE aweapons dealer! Drake grew up hard and can only express tenderness with
Grace (silly sigh). She confuses him, attracts him, and completes him and he (in a typical male manner) can't
figure out quite why. WHAT an Alpha. And the sex?! | think my fingers are still smoking! The story does
take place in a compressed timeframe, but that's part of the plot so it didn't bug me. The contrast between the
characters and their natures are a big part of what draws me to Rice's works and this story is no exception.

My only beef isthe story's eerie resemblance to a previously released work. Not that | didn't enjoy the
greatly expanded version, but | would have liked to have known about it before reading "Dangerous
Passion". Lisa Marie Riceis still one of my favorite erotica authors and I'll be anxiously awaiting her next
release.




Auntee says

| really loved this one, maybe more so than other reviewers, since I'm abig fan of LMR. However, | wasa
little concerned if | would 100% fall for the hero, Viktor "Drake" Drakovich, since he was ajust this side of
legal arms dealer--not exactly a hero-worthy occupation! Not to mention that he was probably one of the
most feared, most powerful men in the world, so well versed in the martial arts that his body was alethal
weapon, and didn't 'do’ love. Not sounding too promising there. But 1o and behold, when it came to the
heroine, artist Grace Larsen, the man was a huge softie! In typical LMR fashion, once he got alook at the
lovely Grace, it was 'game on' and he had to have her! But here's the twist--he couldn't have her, for to do so
would put her lifein serious danger. Drake had numerous enemies wanting to bring him down, and to show
any chink in his armor, to show anything he was vulnerable to, would make it easy for those enemies to use
it to destroy (asin kill) him. So Drake had to love from afar (which | found so pitiful), stealing glances at
Grace while hiding in adirty alleyway, spying through the art gallery window...this from the most powerful
man in the world! What kind of alifeisthat, if you can't openly be with the one you (think) you love? What
good is al that power and money if you constantly have to watch your back to see who might have agun
trained on you?

Ms. Rice gives a pretty detailed backstory for Drake, and it's a sad yet remarkable tale. At first | had alittle
trouble figuring out just how old Drake was, for to accomplish so much in hislife (especialy considering his
miserable 'street rat' beginnings) and just from the way she described hislooks, | figured he wasaman in his
forties. Color me surprised when she mentioned he was 34...which seemed to fit better with Grace's 28. But
for al that he lived through, and all he worked for, | kept thinking to myself "God, does he need someoneto
love him." And that's where Grace camein.

Beautiful, kind Grace...talented yet a bit naive, a person who has trouble "fitting" in today's world, kind of a
loner with not many friends...she was just perfect for the equally lonely Drake. | loved the instant connection
to one another that they each felt. | loved the gentle way that Drake seduced her...l loved how they each gave
in to the passion that they both felt...can LMR write a scorching sex scene or what? Oh, the scene in front of
the skyscraper windows...H-O-T!

| loved the action in this one too. Once Drake's enemies knew about his love for Grace, they were bound and
determined to use that against him and bring him down. The reader getsinside of the head of the ruthless,
ambitious man who is plotting to have all that Drake has, and | was anxiously biting my nails, saying "Don't
go in the living room, don't go in the living room..."! The scene where Drake and Grace's lives are in danger
seems right out of amovie (I'm thinking of a scene in "The Godfather"...Michael and Kay in the bedroom),
and Grace getsto prove just how strong of awoman she is--go Grace!

Loved the ending too, where Drake proves just how smart and cunning heis.:) Loved aglimpse into their
happy future too, and | think we may have seen an interesting character who could have his own book one

day.

So, there may have been afew unanswered questions, afew plot holes and some scenes that test your
believability--aren't there any police in NY C and why don't they ever question Drake or Grace? If abuilding
blows up and is on fire, where are the cops and firemen? But this didn't bother me too much, since | try not
to overly think about those things that can ruin an entertaining read!

If you're looking for a romantic escape, thisisit. | loved the tender relationship between Grace and Drake,
loved their fiery, passionate moments, and | loved the transformation of Drake into a man who could



appreciate the world around him. | loved how Grace was able to get him to appreciate the little thingsin life
(snow!) and to show him that's there's hope and beauty in thisworld we livein. And | loved how Drake was
able to show his duschka that he loved her just the way she was, and that Grace had the confidence to be
herself. | hope that somehow LMR revists these characters, and that we can see just how well they are coping
in their new world. This may not be my favorite book by LMR--hard to top Midnight Angel--but it ranks
right up there. 4 1/2 stars.

Kathrynn says

Dangerous Passion had nothing to do with the other two books in this series and is a stand-alone. The plot
was good, but there there was too much repetition of information and fluff to add more pages to the story,
imo. Felt the characters were adequately created and didn't need the reminders of their past lives and harsh
realities. Got it.

Fate and soul-mates would be an excellent theme for this book because there was a strong inexplicable tie
between the two main characters: Grace was a painter and had dreams of Drake before he had a scar
removed from his face; Drake was a self-made gabazillionaire who sold weapons to other countries and the
U.S. Their worldsfinally collide and danger follows them.

Toward the end, the story dragged a bit, the use of "my love" while being shot at seemed out of place and |
was frustrated with how Grace dealt with the loss of her friend early in the story. | still enjoyed the book,
would giveit 3 1/2 starsif | could.

Jane Stewart says

4.5 stars. Totaly enjoyable. Makes me feel good. Alphaarms dealer fallsin love and protects beautiful artist.

STORY BRIEF:

Drake heads up a billion-dollar empire selling weapons to various countries. He livesin afortress of ahome
with bodyguards. One day he sees paintingsin an art gallery window that he can’t resist. He goesinside to
look and meets the artist Grace who takes his breath away. She brings her work to the gallery every other
Tuesday. For the next year, Drake secretly stands in the alley on those days so he can watch her through the
gallery window. He loves her from afar but knows he can’t bring her into hisworld. One of his enemies
learns of his Tuesday visits and hires four men to ambush Drake. One of them grabs Grace and holds agun
to her head. He and Grace are able to get away, and Drake takes her to his home fortress. He later shows her
she can never be free again, because his enemies will always be after her as away to get to Drake.

REVIEWER'S OPINION:

Totally enjoyable. Emotionally fulfilling. Thisis similar to her other books. The same al pha-type warrior
who is so in love with awoman and so turned on by her that * he needs to be hosed down.” The same type of
heroine; gentle, caring, beautiful, brave, and needing protection. It’s easy to read. Every oncein awhilel’m
in the mood for this kind of writing. Makes me feel good. Some of it isalittle over the top —with
exaggerations similar to “I’ ve done this thousands of times ...” and “I’ll kill him if he so much asleavesa
scratch on her.” | like her style and enjoyed this even though there were a few weaknesses described below.



CAUTION MILD SPOILERS:

The weaknesses were: 1. | wanted to see how Drake would uncover and deal with thetraitor in his
organization, but it never happened. 2. Grace' s psychic ability painting his scar felt thrownin and didn’'t go
anywhere. If the author was trying to show a psychic connection between the two she needed to do more
with it than she did. | think the story would have been fine without the psychic part. 3. The hero was a bad
guy, an arms dealer. For some readers that may be a problem. | was ok with it. Not every story needs to be
about perfect do-good heroes.

Thisis not aweakness, but | would have liked seeing more story about what went on between Andrew and
Shota— how Andrew enticed information from Shota. Shotawas so loyal. | wanted to see how someone
could pierce through it.

DATA:

Story length: 310 pages. Swearing language: strong. Sexual language: strong/erotic. Number of sex scenes:
10. Total number of sex scene pages. 34. Setting: New York, S. Caroling, Italy, Sivatu (island in the Pacific).
Copyright: 2009. Genre: erotic romantic suspense.

OTHER BOOKS:
For alist of my reviews of other Lisa Marie Rice books, see my 4.5 star review of “Midnight Man” posted
3/17/09.

Erika says

DNF 55%
By the 10th reference to his past sexua partners, | finally gave up. Lost my enthusiasm which sucks since
thiswas SO promising!! Bummer.

| gaveit 3 stars to be fair to author, because this type of thing doesn't bother most people. |, however, don't
like constant images of the hero having sex with other women.

willaful says

"Feelings kill faster than bullets" goes the old Russian saying, and arms dealer Viktor Drokovich discovers
how very true that can be when he fallsin love at first sight with awork of art and then with its artist, Grace
Larsen. Loving Grace will be aweak spot in his armor that puts him in mortal danger -- and it will be his
ultimate salvation.

Y ou have to be able swallow alot for this story to work. Like that an incredibly powerful arms dealer, who's
killed any number of people, could also be gentled and principled. Like that someone this obsessed --

"The weakness disappeared instantly. Grace needed food. Just the thought of her being uncomfortable --
God, hungry -- in his home was enough to energize him."



"Thiswasawoman in amillion. He should treat her like porcelain, like glass that would shatter at his touch.
He should get down on the floor on his knees asif before an angel."

-- won't eventually turn on the other person when she reveals aflaw. Like that he never seemsto need to
have an orgasm.

But the story flows so smoothly and ultimately has such a nice balanceto it that it really works, despite the
many implausibilities. It's an exciting, romantic, satisfying fantasy.

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

Thiswas aclassy, emotiona romance. | really liked Drake and Grace as a couple. Theidea of lonely people
who drift through life, and find each other, two pieces of a heart coming together aways makes me feel
mushy and sentimental in the best way. That's the ultimate kind of romance to me. Add on top of that, a hard,
lethal man who melts only for one person, the woman he loves... Yup, | go into instant sighing mode.
Despite the fact that this could have been rather cheesy in theory, this book is not cheesy in the slightest. At
least, not to me. | love the dangerous hero who will do anything for hiswoman. And Drake definitely
embodies that.

LisaMarie Rice has an elegant, smooth writing style that makes for a quick, involving read. The love scenes
are just right, although I could have done without the 'c' word for the woman's anatomy. | can understand that
from the perspective of arough man like Drake that he would use terms like that and the 'f' word for the sex
act, so | was ableto deal withit. | could see that his feelings for Grace were so deep, multi-layered and real.
He never viewed her as a disposable sex object, which is a huge turnoff for me in ahero. He was just arough
guy who grew up in the worse circumstances, and to whom gentleness and love were foreign, until she came
into hislife, and everything changed. I'm not an erotic romance person, but | felt right in my comfort zone
with the love scenesin this book (‘c' word aside). The scenes show a sensuality teamed with an emational
connection that progressed the story nicely. Nothing too crude, kinky, or off-putting for me.

The action and suspense elements won over this exacting action/adventure fan. | knew | was going to like
Drake from early on. This man knows how to handle himself. He might have bodyguards, and heiswiseto
do so, but heislethal al by himself. Anyone who comes after him and his woman has a serious death wish,
and there was no question about that. The strong, silent, lethal hero is my favorite type, and | will add Drake
to my list. | aso liked the way that sweet, gentle Grace handled herself in some dangerous circumstances,
keeping her cool and showing alot of resourcefulness. She proves that she can handle being in Drake's
world.

| really enjoyed this book. The scenes of emotiona and physical intimacy were perfectly rendered. Drakeis
the larger than life kind of hero that you do have to suspend disbelief to read (because he just makes normal
men just fade in comparison), but that's the fun of it. Grace is awoman that you know is more than worthy of
his love, who gives back even more than she takes, even from a man who would hand her the world on a
platter. | can see them living happily ever after, more deeply in love each year of their long lives together. |
love reading romance books that are like action movies with very good and extensive romance elements.
That's the perfect combination for me. The adrenaline rush from both the danger and the swoonworthy
romance. And this book definitely deliversthat. | can see why thisis such awell-liked book. 1'd recommend
it, even if you aren't into erotic romance. It gets the Danielle seal of approval, if that means anything to you.



Alex is The Romance Fox says

An enjoyabletale of an OTT male hero istough and ruthlessin business but tender and respectable to
women (well not all women, just the ones that meet his standards!!!!) — heis after all avery rich arms dealer
with some heavy criminal connections, and who finds redemption becomes obsessed with Grace, an
incredible artist and loner.

The plot, somewhat a bit unbelievable did not detract me from liking the story of Drake and Grace. | would
have like to have been given a bit more information about the two...why was Grace so alone in the world,
how did Drake get out of the slums to become areclusive billionaire. However the build-up to the attraction
and the lust for each other isreally done well. | felt the tension and the chemistry between the two and how
could Grace resist thiskind, gentle, tender and rich man, living in the most opulent and amazing penthouse,
where she could watch the twinkling lights of new Y ork with snowflakes falling down, creating a magical
and totally unknown world for her!!!!

After all the danger, suspense, heart-stopping moments, being chased and shot by killers, | was relieved that
they both survived the obstacles and began a new life together. | loved the whole thing of loveis all it takes
to make you a better person. Made me feel good for them and | had asmile as | turned the last page.

Dangerous Passion is the first book | have read by this author and | like her style of writing, so | am
definitely going to look out for her other books.

Book Overview

Feelingskill faster than bullets.

That is Drake's creed. A legend, arenegade, aruthless, powerful enigma understood by no one and feared by
al, Viktor "Drake" Drakovich heads up a billion-dollar empire—and shows no mercy to the many enemies
who would stop at nothing to destroy him. He is a man with no love and no weakness, until...

Grace Larsen takes Drake's breath away the first time he sees her—and quickly becomes his obsession.
Never before has he burned for someone the way he desires this hauntingly beautiful artist who is plagued by
troubling dreams. He aches to possess her, to protect her, to carry her to new heights of sensuous arousal and
rapturous release.

But entering Drake's world means becoming a target—for relentless, bloodthirsty foes have been eagerly
waiting for him to expose his weak spot. And the price of their passion may be their lives.

K atie(babs) says

Dangerous Passion is very much atypical LisaMarie Rice book. Her hero, Viktor “Drake” Drakovichisa
man living on the edge. He is cold, calculating and even though he has the whole world at his fingertips, he
isan empty shell of aman. Drake is a nomad who has no placeto call his own. He is aborderline villain
because his past is a murky one. He has risen to the top and became a hillionaire because he destroyed so
many to get to where heis now. He trusts no one. He has built a safety bubble, surrounded by bodyguards
and protective glass because he has so many enemies. Thislife he hasis his hell, a prison. The money, power
and prestige means nothing. Everything changes the moment he spies a beautiful painting. Grace Larsen



lives and breathes her art. She paints the most beautiful paintings and when Drake spots one where she has
painted his likeness, he becomes undone. It feels like he has been struck by lightning and needs Grace to
guench the secret longings he has. Only in aromance novel isthere aman like Drake!

Graceisaloner. She doesn’t have many friends and no family to speak of. Painting keeps her going and now
that her hard work is being bought by a mysterious buyer, she can save money and perhapstravel and do the
things she has always wanted to do. Too bad one of his enemies, who feels he was wronged by Drake in the
past, knows about Grace. This enemy will be responsible for bring Drake and Grace together as well as
ruining Grace'slife. .

Drake has been watching Grace secretly for ailmost ayear. He knows he can never have anything with her
because heis poison. Drake is forced to protect Grace and bring her into hisworld after she is attacked. He
saves her before sheiskilled. Grace is confused and scared. She is not sure what to make of Drake even
though she doesn’'t think he istruly bad. She can see aside to him that is clean and pure. And as we come to
know inaLisaMarie Rice novel, al of her heroines make her heroes feel clean again.

The majority of Dangerous Passion takes place in Drake' s protected Manhattan penthouse. Think of it like a
fortresswhere heisthe king and ruler. A dictator of sorts. Grace is the damsel in distress, the princess he
must protect and the future queen he wants as his own. Drake' s thoughts on what he wants to do to Grace
had me panting:

“Just as soon as was humanly possible, he was going to start fucking her, binding her to him with sex. He
was going to get into her and stay in her aslong as he could, until they breathed the same air, until their
hearts beat together, until it would be unthinkable for her to leave his side.”

A somewhat passionate and blunt plea, don’t you think? Even though Drake would love to ram hislove into
Grace, he knows she must handle her with care. Heishig in everyway. Grace is pretty and so very soft and
little.

Lisa Marie makes sure to build up the attraction and lust between these two. | don’'t know how she doesiit,
but in the short time Grace and Drake are together, she makes it so believable for these two, especially
Grace. They fal into each other’s arms so perfectly. So what if Drake is dark and not the perfect hero. He is
one of those living on the edge men who changes his tune because of love. Grace and Drake do have great
chemistry even though Grace comes across a bit timid. But because Drake loves her so and doesn’t want to
walk al over her, he makes sure she feels welcome and settled with him.

The question of these two being settled and having a safe life together seems to be impossible. Again, Drake
has too many enemies to count. Y ou would think these two would constantly be on the run and even though
LisaMarie gives an amost plausible ending, it just didn’t ring true to me. It was alovely thing to read but |
feel it just couldn’t work.

Even with the less than believable ending, Dangerous Passion did deliver a passionate romance where a man
becomes undone by awoman. | really love those types of stories and Lisa Marie Rice writes them so well.
Her sex scenes simmer with unbridled love that cannot be ignored or contained.




