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From Reader Review The Little Engine That Could for online
ebook

Denise Byers says

I loved this book!!! I write books to empower children overcoming various forms of adversity.

This book is a perfect example of the types of books I write and want to write!

It is inspirational and encouraging!

It fits with my motto: DREAM, BELIEVE, ACHIEVE...EVERY CHALLENGE CAN BE OVERCOME!!!

Still at my age, whenever I think "I can't", I remember this book and I say "Yes, I can!"

This book also inspired my eldest child, my daughter, Danielle. She was abused by a babysitter at 13 months
old and acquired a brain injury that led to a learning disability. Her self-esteem suffered terribly in school. I
just kept telling her that she could do ANYTHING; she just had to keep trying just like the "little engine". I
would read this book to her a lot!

She could not read. She just couldn't, but I encouraged her and kept reminding her of the "Little Engine That
Could" and she persevered!!!

She didn't learn to read until she was 12 years old (ironically, the same age she acquired glaucoma for no
known reason, which is EXTREMELY rare in children and the same year we discovered she is legally
blind!).

She is now 24 years old and she just finished "To Kill a Mockingbird"!!!! This legally blind girl with a
learning disability is a total bookworm and is reading books that I read too!! She is reading at a College level
and she even graduated from College for Culinary Arts!

She is now the illustrator of the children's books I write!

She personifies THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD!

To this day, whenever she thinks she can't do something, I remind her of the "little engine" and she keeps
trying until she gets it!

Both the "little engine" and my daughter inspire me daily!!!

I would recommend this book to any child struggling to overcome a disability or low self-esteem and would
encourage parents to read this to all of their children because all children struggle with SOMETHING!

Suzanne says

This is just a classic story for children, introducing themes of perseverance in the face of difficulty. " I think I



can, I think I can " (sounding like a train chugging along) vs. "I cannot, I cannot." (as the train slows down.)
A timeless piece.

Darcy says

Stirring and inspirational!! There are multiple characters and Mom read them in different voices and I
thought it was just a LAUGH RIOT! I plan to apply the lesson of the Little Engine to my ongoing effort to
master "tummy time." -M

Abmh83 says

My son loves this book. L-O-V-E-S it. The board book had been his go-to "read this to me 4 times in a row"
book as a baby and now as a 19 month old toddler, he's discovered this edition and insists on it every night
before bed.

And yes, it's a classic beloved by generations. But I'm still only giving it one star. If I have to read this damn
thing multiple times a day, I damn well reserve the right to judge it with all my might.

Firstly, it's tedious. There's no need to list everything on the cargo manifest. The first third of the book is just
a running tab on what's going over the mountain, and does nothing to advance the plot. We are led to assume
the little blue engine will be a main character, but we don't see her until the book is almost over. The real
protagonist seems to be "the funniest toy clown you ever saw," which is actually not funny at all, but
terrifying. If I wanted clowns, I'd read IT.

Secondly, why do only the good little boys and girls get toys and food? Don't the bad kids at least deserve a
toy clown and some spinach? Surely their behavior could be a result to bad conditions at home and
SOMEONE has to reach out to them and let them know they're worthy of the bare necessities. But in this
world of sentient trains, we know that compassion is in short supply.

Thirdly, all the trains but the little blue one are dicks. The lesson of this book isn't perseverance, it's that 3/4
of people you meet will leave you to die on the side of the road. An important lesson, sure, but I think I'd
rather wait until at least kindergarten before I start teaching my son that.

Fourthly, what happens to the red engine that broke down at the beginning of the book? Do they just leave it
there? As we already know, no one else is going to help it get home.

Perhaps the most bothersome part of this edition is the terrible layout/formatting. There's no effort to keep
whole sentences together on a page. As a parent reading this, that means I don't know what's coming or how
to inflect certain words or phrases because I can't see how it ends. If I wasn't 90% on the way of having this
memorized, this could really negatively impact the storytelling experience for my child.

I much preferred the board book version to the original. It neatly compressed all relevant information into a
coherent, pleasurable read that you could also chew on. To get through this edition, (because I must, because
I love my son and would never hide the book behind a radiator in someone else's house like I very much
would like to do) I employ several ridiculous, over the top voices and attitudes, and adjust my reading speed



to twice that of my normal one. I advise any parent in a similar situation to do the same.

Ronyell says

Now I have a bit of a confession to make: I actually was introduced to this classic children’s story through an
animated special that premiered on TV way back in the early 1990s and I have only just recently decided to
pick up the book that the animated special was based off of. “The Little Engine that Could” by Watty Piper
along with artwork by George and Doris Hauman is truly a cute classic that children will read for years to
come!

The story starts off with a little train carrying good things for the little boys and girls on the other side of the
mountain such as teddy bears, dolls, books for the children to play with. The little train also carried good
food for the children to eat such as apples, oranges, milk and peppermint drops. Just as the little train was
heading towards the mountains with all of these good things for the little boys and girls, it suddenly stopped
on the train tracks and it could not budge. The toys then began to lament this predicament and they tried to
receive help from various trains that stopped by. Unfortunately, none of the trains wanted anything to do
with taking the toys to the other side of the mountain and they just left the toys on the side of the tracks.
Finally, a little blue engine came along and…

 Will the little blue engine help the toys get to their destination and will the toys make it over the mountain
in time to give the little girls and boys their gifts?

Read this book to find out!

Watty Piper (which is actually a pseudonym for the Platt & Munk Publishing House) had done an excellent
job at writing this cute little story as it details the importance of perseverance through the actions of the little
blue engine as she tries to get the toys to their destination despite being so small. I like the fact that this story
teaches children about the importance of never giving up in the face of a difficult situation and that they just
need to do the best they can when they are dealing with situations that might be impossible for them. I also
like the idea about the story being mainly about the toys and the train trying to get to the other side of the
mountain to deliver toys and food to the little boys and girls since it reminds me a bit of how Santa Claus
usually has to deliver toys and goodies to many children of the world, except in this case, this story does not
take place during Christmas. George and Doris Hauman’s artwork is truly adorable to look at as all the toys
are so cute to look at and I especially loved the image of the little engine herself as she is colored in blue,
which is quite a unique color for a train, and she constantly has a smile on her face that makes me root for
her.

The reason why I gave this book a four-star rating is because I felt that the pacing for this story was a bit
slow and I wished that they trimmed off a bit of the toys’ conversations with the trains in order to get to the
main point of the story.

Overall, “The Little Engine that Could” is a cute story about the importance of perseverance in the face of
hardship that children will easily relate to! I would recommend this book to children ages three and up since



there is nothing inappropriate in this book.

Review is also on: Rabbit Ears Book Blog

Tony says

...[this book]brought me to tears...THIS DESERVES A MEDAL!

Patrick says

Though the personificiation of an 19th century steam boiler might be classified as disturbing, this book
clearly outlines mental ambition and perservearance. What's equaly facinating is how the book is ridden with
antagonists: old trains, mean trains, tough trains... all telling the protagonist "choo-choo" the mountain
"obstacle" is nearly impossible to overcome. The climax is a riveting edge-of-your-seat thrill ride which will
leave you orgasmically shaking with tears and joy. Overall, a good read.

Gina says

I still to this day say to myself " I think I can, I think I can". Kind of nerdy but this book had a lasting
impression.

Shannon (Giraffe Days) says

I never read this as a kid, of that I'm quite sure. I'd heard of it of course - it's been around for over 70 years,
after all! - but now that I've read it, I know for sure I didn't read it or have it read to me as a child. If I had, I
would probably have enjoyed it more as an adult, even if just for the nostalgia. That tends to be the way it
works. It's not that I think it's terrible or anything, it just doesn't hold my interest or appeal - it's very much a
story from the early 20th century (or maybe even older), which makes it dated in a quaint way, but it's more
the way it's written and how cutesy it is that makes me a reluctant reader.

A simple story, it's about a little train that is carrying lots of "good things for boys and girls" in the town over
the mountain. These include toy animals and dolls - and even "the funniest toy clown you ever saw." And
there are cars full of puzzles, toy engines, books and "every kind of thing boys or girls could want." And
there are cars full of good things for boys and girls to eat and drink. The engine "puffed along merrily" until
"all of a sudden she stopped with a jerk. She simply could not go another inch. She tried and tried, but her
wheels would not turn."

The toys get out and try to help. They wave down passing train engines to ask them to pull their train over
the mountain, but the first one, a shiny new engine, is too important and posh for such work. The second was
a big strong engine, but he was a freight engine that had just pulled a big load of machines over the mountain



and was too important to "pull the likes of you!" The third was an old, rusty engine that said he was too tired
to pull "even so little a train as yours over the mountain. I can not. I can not. I can not."

The fourth train engine was a very little engine, but she was kind and decided to try. And as she puffed and
chugged and slowly got the train moving, she chanted to herself, "I think I can - I think I can - I think I
can..."

It is a very sweet story indeed, full of positive messages (be kind, considerate and helpful to others, you don't
know what you can or can't do until you try, cooperation etc.). It was rather interesting to me, the cynical
adult wary of stereotypes, that the first three engines were all portrayed as male, while the little blue engine
that agreed to help them was female.

The illustrations, also from the original 1930 publication, match it well. I've found that the kids - 2 years old
now - have a little trouble seeing the two illustrations, one on each page, as one long panoramic picture.
Also, the pictures don't always match the text, which seems to have trouble keeping up with the illustrations.
The repetitions in the text get a bit annoying for the adult reader (all the good boys and girls over the
mountain), but of course the children like them. I was rather tickled to hear my two-year-old (this was before
his birthday, actually), saying "I think I can I think I can" - not that he knows what it means, really, but it's
always nice to hear a complete sentence!

"Watty Piper" is actually a pseudonym for the Platt & Munk Publishing house, which is a division of Grosset
& Dunlap, which is a division of Penguin Young Readers Group. Phew! It's a retelling of Mabel C Bragg's
The Pony Engine, which I've never heard of before but I can imagine it must be something similar (still in
print??). I got the hardback but I'm now wishing I had got the board book version (same publisher), as the
toddlers are quite into this and have already ripped out one of the pages - twice.

Enoch says

My momma read me this book when i was but a babe... ever since i have been telling myself that no matter
what life throws at me, i can overcome it, just like the little steam engine. From the time i was in diapers, a
wee little lad, I have lived by the motto "I think I can, I think I can" and thus far I have overcome
insurmountable hills and mountains in my life... just like the little engine. I encourage all to read this book,
but especialy those that face great trials and tribulations in life. We can learn much from the little steam
engine.

Manny says

Celebrity Death Match Special: The Little Engine That Could versus Neural Networks and Deep
Learning

"Oh, please help me!" begged the family filter. "I'm being trained, you see, but I'm stuck in this local
minimum. If I can't get out by tomorrow morning, I'll be put into production anyway and all the boys and
girls will be exposed to potentially unsuitable content! Yes, Microsoft's quality control really is that
slipshod!"



"Doesn't sound too serious," mused the Naive Bayesian Classifier. "A bit of unsuitable content might do
them some good." And he went on his way.

"How about you, good sir?" asked the family filter with increasing desperation. "You look like a powerful
optimization methodology. Maybe you can get me out of this unfortunate local minimum?"

"I'm hot, baby, hot!" boasted the Simulated Annealing Algorithm. "Feel my temperature! Yes, I can pick you
up and get you over that mountain range and the next three as well! You'll be someplace different alright,
though I'm not quite sure where. Wanna roll the dice?"

"No, no!" sobbed the family filter. "I just want to safely lower my error rate! Leave me alone!"

The family filter had almost given up when the Little Neural Net came along. "Here, dry your eyes," he said
kindly. "You'll get your coefficients damp. Now let me just give you some of my Nesterov momentum." He
coupled his parameters to the family filter's and they steamed off together.

"The gradient's awfully steep," murmured the family filter nervously. "Are you quite sure we should be
going this way?"

"Adagrad! Adagrad! Adagrad!" puffed the Little Neural Net. "We're nearly there!" And before she knew
what had happened, they were over the ridge and coasting down to a minimum so low she could hardly
believe it.

"I don't know how to thank you!" she stammered as they pulled up. "How did you do that? You're just...
unreasonably effective!"

"It's all part of the service ma'am," said the Little Neural Net gravely. And tipping his hat, he left to
revolutionize yet another area of software engineering.

No winner declared due to arrival of Singularity

Craig says

It was one of my favorite books as a child i could read it over and over again when i was a child

Jon(athan) Nakapalau says

Found this book in a second hand store. I have heard the term so often...decided to buy it. Great lesson for
children and adults alike.

Jack Kirby and the X-man says

I prefer my blue anthropomorphic shunting (US: switching) engine to be named Thomas!



A few things irritated me about this book:
1. Watty Piper never existed - it is simply a pseudonym for the publishing company Platt & Munk (now part
of Penguin).
2. The trademark symbol for "The Little Engine that Could" prominently displayed on the front cover - and
that they bothered to attempt to trademark "I Think I Can". This is an issue especially because of the strong
evidence to suggest that the story is significantly older than the Watty Piper, Platt & Munk edition. See In
Search of Watty Piper
3. Just about every page finishes half-way through a sentence, which is a critical failure in editing for a book
that is designed to be read aloud.
4. The repetition. Sometimes repetition is good - but in this case I simply found it irritating. Maybe X-man
when he grows up a bit will love it...

So what did I like?
The moral of having confidence in your abilities and perseverance is of course admirable.

Well I think the gender roles are more equitably distributed than the original Railway Series books by W.
Awdry, staring of course Thomas the Tank Engine.

Jessica Minnoia says

I rated this book a "5" because it is a classic book with such a great message to children. Both little boys and
girls can enjoy this book and appreciate the message in it.
This story is about a train carrying goods for children but it breaks down and is unable to get the goods to the
children. The train asks several trains that pass by for help, but they all decline for various reasons.
Eventually a little engine helps although she thinks she is not strong enough to pull the train over the
mountain because she has never done anything like this before. She chants "I think I can, I think I can," and
she succeeds.
The "message" in this book is priceless and timeless. Children always need to hear they are able to succeed,
no matter how unlikely it may be. Too often children are told what they cannot do, rather than be told they
can succeed if they just continue to try.
I will definitely read this book in my classroom. It would be great for a Pre-K to grade one class.


