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When the decomposed body of ayoung woman is found by near railway tracks just outside Bristol one hot
May morning, al indications are that she's committed suicide. That's how the police want it too: all neatly
squared and tidied away.

But DI Jack Caffery isnot so sure. Heison thetrail of someone predatory, someone who hidesin the
shadows and can dlip into houses unseen.

And for the first timein avery long time, he feels scared.
Police Diver Flea Marley isworking alongside Caffery. Having come to terms with the loss of her parents,
and with the traumas of her past safely behind her, she's beginning to wonder whether their relationship

could go beyond the professional.

And then she finds something that changes everything. Not only isit far too close to home for comfort - but
it's so horrifying that she knows that nothing will ever be the same again.

And that this time, no one - not even Caffery - can help her ...
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Dannii Elle says

I have been binge reading this series over the last few months and | have yet to find asingle fault with it!

Thisinstallment in the Jack Caffrey crime seriesis pretty much a continuation of Ritual, the previous release.
It, like its predecessor, follows not just Detective Inspector Jack Caffrey but Police Diver Flea Marley and
their converging story lines. The split perspective alows for multiple sub-plots to be explored and for the
reader to gain afurther insight into varying roles and procedures inside the police force - something | find
fascinating.

As always, both the story and the crime we are presented with aren't as cut-and-dried as they first appear, and
the meandering plot leaves me puzzling out (and totally being misdirected) the crime through false endings,
diversionary clues and superfluous characters all designed to lead the reader off the scent.

Thistaleis undoubtedly chilling but its focus seems to be more on the human aspect of the crime and the
effects what we see have on us. The moralistic lines are blurred here and it is for the reader to decide who the
bad guysredly are...

Kyriaki says

O M1V T{2KG KAl N Ao?on Max il eval vekpo?. H M?tol K?taov aywoe?tal. Kal n LTT?pXEl Kal 1
UTI?BE0T ATI? TO TIPONYOUEVO BIBA?0, N OTIO?0 EKKPEUE?.

Me tov MTEV T{2AKG AOX0A0UACTE KVO OTNV APX? KAl VI8 2TI UTTKE HVO0 KAl JIV0 Ia VA JaG
OVAKATAPEL, N TOAL? UTT?0ECN IO UTIIVEL IO BYAVEL KAL TNV 1OTOP?0 UE TNV ayWwo0o?uevn M?tal
K?toov tnv WIAOBOpI 2UOLY KAl PE EKVE?PILE O PA0C -A700C- XEIPIOU?C TNC LTT?BeoNC. H Ao?on
Maxi, n BaciK? pog LTT?BECN -a@o? EEUTEPOAPALE TO TIOIOC YA OC VAT AVTOKTOV?A KOl ToOILA
OUTOKTOV?0 VOG- £7XE VA K?TOLO EVOIO@P?POV.....0AA? OUCTUX ?C OEV [IE IKOVOTIO N CE.....0?TE O
TP?TMOC UE TOV OTIO?0 EEEA?XTNKAV T TPAYUATA, 0?TE IAIA?TEPN AYWV 2 £2XE, OPTE KAL N ATIOK?ALYN
TOU SOAOPAOUL ? T KVNTPA TOU (KLP2wWG aUT?!) YE PrEICAV.....

PUOIK? KOl E?XE K?TIOIEC KOA?G OTIYU?C OAA? OE YEVIK?G YPOUU?G XALOP?...

Ala?ovtav TIA? ypyopd, N ?pa LOL TZPOCE ELX?PIOTA KAl VO W TG 2TV KOA?TEPO ATI? TO
TIPONYO2UEVO! (OAA? OO Q?C KAT?TEPO TV 70 TP?TLV!)

B.R.A.CE. 2018: ?va BIBA?0 pE 2va L?pOC¢ TOL O?UATOC OTOV T?TAO (Kapdl?, 00T?, dVTId, d?pud,
0?Ua, KTA)

Brenda says

My mind tended to wander a little while reading this book. | think it was partly due to the writing itself.
There were some paragraphs that | couldn't understand, had to re-read, ook up British slang, or just move
on. The writing seemed erratic and digointed, so it confused me alittle, then later | got the gist. This book



picks up aweek after the previous book, Ritual, ends, and it leaves us with a cliffhanger. The book entails
Caffery and Fleadoing their things, suicides, murders, and one sick doctor. | don't really like what either of
the protagonists do in this book. | hope the next one is better.

Heather Fineisen says

August Halloween--atrick and atreat. Creepy throughout but with enough character devel opment to balance
theick. Not astory with complete resolution, which | suspect runs throughout the Jack Caffery Books. This
ismy first and | liked the dive recovery element of the police and a bit off balance throughout. Off balance as
the author intended. Well done.

M?ta MNamodnuUaKOTO?A0L says

H Mo Hayder eval p?0 cuyypa@?0¢ Tiou T TEAEUTO?0 XPpVIa 2XEl aulnNTnBe? 200 A0l OP?TEXVO?
NC. O 131a?tEPOC TP?IMOC YPAP?C TNG, AAA? KA N 0K U0 THO 1310 2TEPN TIPOT AV O TV ICTOPIV TIOL
a@nye?tal, e TNV gore yotoik? aloBntiK?, ?Xouv 8l X 70l OUK OAVEC (POP?C TOL AVOYW?0TEC TIOU E?TE
NV A?Ipedayv Yo TOV PEOAIOU? TNG, E2TE TNV L70N0OV V' ALT, a@o? dev ?tav o€ 870n va
SLOXEIPIOTON WA T?200 WU? AVTIUET?TION KATAOT?0E0V, EIOIK? 2TV aLT?C a@opo?0av TId 2. Mg
Vv "TeAeTOUPY?0", TIOL KUKAOQ?PNCE TI?PCI1 OTHN X 2P0 LA -0V KOl OTO EEWTEPIK? E?XE
TIPWTOKUKAO@op?oel To 2009, n Hayder VnKe va ETIXEIPE? IO OTPOP? TNV CLYYPAQK? TNC
Kapl?2pa, TPYUO TOU 11 ReRalVETAL HE "To A?ppa” TIOL KUKAO@?PNGOE TPV ATT? AVEC NU?PEC ATT?
TI¢ eKd?0e1¢ AL ?rrpa. Ki av B7AeTe TNV 2rmoY? Hov, TIOA? 00@? N ETIAOY? TNG ALT?, AEO? AK U0 KI AV
&ev?0€l K?TOIOUC aVOW?0TEC TNE, OV ETITP?TEL VO TNV KOBOP?0El KAU?0 TAUTTPAC.

A@ETNP?a TNGIOTOP?0C HAG, KOl AUT? TN QOP?, N AVAKZALYN TOU TIT?UOTOC IOC V20 G Yuva 2KAG,
KOVT? OTIC G13NPOJPOUIK G YPOUU?C 26w ATT? TO MTIP?0TOA. ?Ad0 TA OTOIXE?A HAPTUPON T,
TP?KEITAL VIO AUTOKTOV?0, 0O? TO T 2UA OV @7PEl GNU?DI0 KOKOTIO?NONG, EV? KOVT? O€ aLT?
Bp?0nKe KOl 0 COUYI?C TIOL PAVETAL VO KOWE TIC PA?BEC TNG. 2UWC, 0 €T1BwpNT?¢ TCaK K2pepl,
oav ATt? VOTIKTO, 2XEl TIC U@ BOAPEC TOL VIO TO KAT? TI?200 T TPRAYUATA EAVAL 2TI0C OE?XVOUV Kl
2101 apX?LEl TIC 7PEVVEC TIPOCTIOVTOC V' AVOKOAAPEL TI TPAYUOTIK? cUV?BN, ?xovtag Babl? u?ca
TOU TNV a?200non TG 1 LTTPOE0T AUT? OXETLETAI JUE TNV TPONYOUEVN TIOL £7XE AVAABEL. TNV 1A
?pa TIOL K?21oLo¢ BavoaA?Cel T2Qouc. Map?AANAd, N d2tN¢ tnN¢ actuvop?0g PAL M?pAlL, TPOOTIBE?
V' 0@?0¢€l TI?20W TNE TO TP?20QATO TPOUAKTIK? THPEAOV TNE, EV? AVAPWTI2TAL AV UTIOPE? N 0X70N TG
HE Tov K2@epl va TIPOXWP?0El JUE TOV OTOIOVA?TOTE TPTO.

?Mwg TPOAVPePa, N Hayder, at? tnv "TeAETOUPY?0" OK2UQ, E?XE OPX70€l K?TOIEG OAAAY?C OTOV
TP?MO TIPOCAVIONG TWV 1OTOPIV TNEG, AAA? KA OTO TG 80 TIC a@nyNBe?. Xwp?¢ va EYKOTAAE?TEI
TA?PWC TOV WH? PEAAIOU? TNC, Ol AETITOUZPEIEC TIOV APOPOV TA EYKAZUOTA TIOU 7pX0VTAL OTO
UIKPOOK?r ? TNG, €VAL ALY?2TEPO VTOVEC KAl YPIEC, UE TNV 2010 VO dVEL TNV 0?206n0N TG 0LV
B7A€l VA TOUTIOTE? ATIAUTA IE TO gore OTOIXE?0, OAA? TIWC 70w aUTO? B7AEl va @T?70€l oTd
BaB?tepa anue?a TNC avOP?rIvNg oUVE?ANONC KAl Evouva?200nong, €71€ ALT? EKONANVETAL IE
OWaT? €71 Ye A?00¢ Tp?ro. OualacTiK?, 0To "A?pua”, o VETAL va 0TI ?El TEPIOC?TEPO OTN
avep?ravn TTUX? TN 10TOP2AG KAl ?X1 OTO AYKANUO aLT?KOB' aLT?, KAl TP? TIOL N 10TOP?0 TNC
EAL VIO U200 aK2U0 QOp? PUXP? KAl OKANP?, SlAOTI?TON 08 TRAA?G UKP?TEPEG VTID?0TOP?EC, TO
TIVTPEUO TWV OTIO?2WV 0ONYE? OE IO ECWTEPIK?, NBIK? TI?AN TOL deV AQOP? LAV0 TOUG



EUTIAEK ZUEVOUC OE OUT?C, OAA? KI EU?C WC AVOYW 70TEC.

En? tngovo?a¢, "To 87pua” eval pia ?tutm ocuv?Xela tng "TeAetoupy?ag”, 2X1 L0 ETEIS? N DAL
OULMUET?XEL EaV? 0 ALT, AAA? VIAT? 01 3?0 16TOP?eC GLVA?0VTAL W' VOV TP?IO TIOU JEV UTTOPOUE
VO QOVTOOTOZUE 2TAV EEKIVAUE TNV AVAVWO? TNE, TP? TIOL EUTICTEV 2UNCTE TO VOTIKTO TOU
K?2@epl 0 0TI070¢, OT? TNV apX? KIZAANC TNG o @ANong, HoIp?LeTal Had? Hag TIC OKAPEIC TOL KAl aTh
oLVXELd, TOLG P?Boug Tov. Nal, EVal N TP?tN oP? TL PA?TOUVUE Tov K2pepl va BIVel To
0a?206nNua Tou E?BoU, Yeyov?¢ TIOL TOV KABIoT? T10 avOp?rIvo Kal OIKE?0 aTA U?TI0 JAC,
OTIOOEIKV20VT?C LA G TIWE PXEl TOA? TEPIOC?TEPEC TINELP?C ATT AUT?C TIOU APXIK? TNCTEPAUE, TP YU
OUVAPTIICTIK? KO EEAIPETIK? EVALO@P?POV AT YPUXOYPAP K ?G TPOTAMONE KAl av?ALoNG
XOPOKT?pA. WG, KAl N €€2AIEN TNG PAL €V EEAIPETIK? EVAOQP?POLOA, JUE TNV TIPOVC?0 TOL
QOEPPO? TNC KA TNEG CUVTPPOL TOUL VA T ?2{0UV KA BOPIOTIK? p7A0, 2X1 WVO OTIC EEEAEEIC, OAN?
KOl OTNV aTOT?won TNE AIK?2¢ TG PuXooVBeon(, KaB?2¢ Kal TNV OAANAET?OpAC? TNG UE TOV
K2@ept, Va ar? ta TA?20V vola@?povTa d?0UA TIOU ?XOUHE CUVAVT?0El WG T?7p0 OTNV KATNYop?a
TOU OOTUVOMIKO? HUBIOTOP?UATOC,.

AUT? TIOL TIP?TEL, UWCE, V' AVOWWP?00VUE OTN Hayder, eKT?2¢ PAev Twv 2AAWV, ENaAL N LOVAJIK?
IKOV?TNT? TNG VA dIOOT? TNV TPOCOX ? HOG, VO oG OTOTPOCAVATOA?LEL KO, TEAIK?, VO HOC
TIPOO@?PEL TNV OVATPOTI?, TO OTOIXE?0 EKENO TN XKTANENG TIOL TTAVTA TPOCB?tel TTAVTOLG O AV
OVAVWOUA TOU €200VC. Ol TPOOTIIK?C € PAIENC TNG 10TOPZUC AUT?C VAL T20C TDAA?G KAl
OlOCTIOUVEG JIE T?TOI0 TP?IO, TIOL T?2MOTA OEV OTIOKAEZETAL KOl 7A0 TA OEV?PL0 €val THBaV?. WG,
OUT? TIOU €Y? KPAT?W, ENVAL O TP?TOC E TOV OTIO?0 1N CUYYPUP?0C TIPOCEYY?LEL VVOIEC 2T N
OLKO1OCG VN KAl N NBIK?, TIoL UTIOPE? PEV VA Bac?{oVTal O€ K?TOIEC YEVIK?C, UTIOKEIMEVIK G 17,
WOT?00, OTO TPAKTIK? TOUC OK?A0C, LTTAOVTAI OE KOBOP? AVTIKEIUEVIK?C ATIAPELC, BEwp?eC, a&?EC.
K1 €d? €l TIOL AVAPWTI 2001, TIOIOG TRAYUOTIK? EAVAI 0 KAK?¢ TNG 10TOP?0¢ auT?¢; M2¢ UTope?g v
OTOQEAC?0EIG 2TV Ol NBIK?C YPAUU?E, EKT?C AT EEAIPETIK? AETIT?C, €NVAI T?00 TIOA? B0A?C TIOL 2Ad
€I ATIOOEKT?; AUT? €L, 2UWC, ENVAI K?TI TIOL B0 TP?TEI V' ATIIVT?0€TE UAV0L OaC.

Cat says

My least favourite of the Jack Caffery series so far. Thus, this three stars are, in fact, two and a half rounded
up.

'Skin' takes place afew days after the events described in the previous book, 'Ritual’. It's dark and macabre,
asaMo Hayder book it's supposed to be, but thistime it didn't feel as usual.

I had some difficulties in getting into the story. For me, the beginning of this book is a bit too jumbled for
my taste, and it wasn't easy to follow. Again, some of my difficulties had to do with police-related
expressions the author uses to describe different positionsin the force, or weapons they use, everything
abbreviated, that | don't know what they are supposed to mean.

Then, there was a je ne sais quois in Phoebe 'Flea Marley's story that made me frown all the time. The way
she deals with her younger brother Thom isjust... Come on! The guy doesn't take responsibility for none of
his acts, and it has to be Fleato come all the time and clean after his mess? | can't say | liked Flea that much
in this book.

Asfor Caffery, helooks ahit crazy thistime. Or even crazier, since what happened in 'Ritual’ has left some



kind of trauma, and now the man can't stop looking over his shoulder. | don't really like him, as a character,
but he was better than Fleain this book.

Regarding the crimes described, yes, they were gruesome, but there wasn't that "1 wonder who the crazy
perpetrator is'-feeling, because as soon as the person is presented to us, we know we have the killer. It's not

what | would call exciting.

In fact, to be honest, there's nothing really exciting about this book. | was thinking of giving it only two stars,
but, because it reads quite well, I've decided to give and extra half star.

Let's hope the next book on this series, 'Gone, is better.

Rob says

Skinimmediately proves Mo Hayder to be even more ambitious than | thought. Not so much the fourth book
in the Jack Caffery series as an immediate sequel to the third book, Ritual, what we have here is a panoramic,
widescreen mystery told on a huge tapestry. The book picks up aweek after the end of Ritual and once again
stars Caffery and diver "Flea' Marley, only thistime it keeps them apart for much of the story as they wrestle
with two very different kinds of fallout from the events that occurred in the previous book. There's al the
usua stuff that makes Hayder's work so compelling — atwisted crime at the heart of the plot, pitch-black
humor, morally ambiguous protagonists— but as | read this one it struck me that one thing Hayder does so
well in these last two books is to move the action out of London and into the rural corners of Southwest
England between Bath and Bristol. It's out here that she's able to plumb some increasingly creepy depths,
playing with the darkness that lurks in the forests and quarries instead of the urban streets and alleysthat are
often the setting of contemporary mysteries. There's no good reason | can think of why Hayder's work isn't
better known in this country.

Chrissa Vasileiou says

H ?roy? pou yia to BiBA70 oto site "Book City" Kol TOV TPOK ?7Tw AV Oeap0: To d7ppa

Magdalena aka A Bookaholic Swede says

SWEDISH REVIEW

Jag hade turen att |dsa Hud direkt efter att hal&st Ritual vilket gjorde att det kdndes som om jag |aste bara en
bok, som vart uppdelad i tva bocker d& handlingen i Hud tar vid i stor sett direkt efter handlingen i Ritual
slutar. Dajag tyckte att Ritual slutad med négralosatradar sa var jag vadigt nojd 6ver detta.

Jack Caffery ar inte helt 6vertygad om att fallet fran foregaende bok &r helt avklarat. Han har en kénsla av ett
nagon slapp undan, nagon som forfoljer honom. Fragan & varfor? Och forst tror han att de besynnerliga
sidvmordet som han understker har med morden fran foregaende fall att gora. Eller réttare sagt fran
personen som kom undan. Men det & bara han som & missténksam och tror att det kan rér sig om ett mord
och inte ett sdvmord. Under tiden har Flea Marley egna problem med en éverraskning som hennes bror



Thom har lémnat bak i hennes bil.

Som med foregaende bok sa & denna bok svar att slutaldsa. Handlingen & intensiv och fangslande och béde
Fleas personliga problem och Jacks undersokning &r intressanta att folja. Jag var sdinnei handlingen att jag
néstan sag rott nar Thom och hans flickvan Mandy borjade stéllatill problem for Flea. Jag hoppas innerligt
att de far vad de fortjanar i nagon kommande bok. Maken till vedervardiga personer &r det svart att finna.

Hud & en mycket bra bok och slutet var béde perfekt och frustrerande. Frustrerande for att jag nu bara maste
ha fortsattningen!

Tack till Modernista for recensionsexemplaret!

ENGLISH REVIEW

| was lucky to have read Ritual right before | read Skin because that made it feel like | was only reading one
book that was split into two books since the story in Skin feels like a continuation from Ritua. And, since |
felt that Ritual ended was some questions |eft to answer was this especially satisfying.

Jack Caffery is not convinced that the case from the previous book is completely over. He has afeeling that
someone got away, and that person is stalking him. And, the question is why? He also thinks that the suicide
that he is investigating has something to do with the murder cases from the previous case. Or rather the
person that got away. But, he is the only one that is suspicious about it. Meanwhile, Flea Marley hasto dedl
with her own persona problem, a surprise that her brother Thom left back in her car.

Like the previous book was this one hard to put down. The story is fascinating and intensive and both Flea's
personal problem and Jack's investigation are interesting to follow. | was so caught up with the story that |
almost exploded with anger when Thom and his girlfriend Mandy started to make trouble for Flea. | hope
they get what they deserve in the future. | loathe them both!

Skinisavery good book, and the ending was both perfect and frustrating to read. Frustrating because | now
must have the next book soon!

Thanks to Modernista for the review copy!

M?ta BaolAg?ov says

TO AEPMA, tn¢ Mo Hayder

210 V70 auT? BIBA70 TNG XAVTEP, DIOTIOTAVOUHE 2T TPKEITAL VIO HId, O?TE AY0 O?TE TIOA?
OUV?XELA TOU TPONYOUEVOL BIBA?0L NG HE T?TAO0 “H TeAeTOLPY?0”. 2MWwG KOl aTnV TEAETOLPY?T,
OUVAVT2UE TOV VTIETXKTIP ernBepnT? TCK K2@eEpt AAA? KAl TNV AOTUVOUIK?/8?7tn AL M?pAE?,
TOIP?0 E TIC CUYKAVOUOEC YPOAUU?C TNG IOTOP?0C TOL KOBEV?C TOUC. H TMOK? eV Al dlOOTOUVN
O€ ETIU?POLCE TOUE?C, TIOL OTO T7A0C 2UWC TNC NU?PAC, N dLVAT? TIAVA TNC CLYYPAP?D TOUC TIAXKEI
pHad? o€ Jida 2Uop@n KAl KOKAOBOUAEUVN 1OTOP7A.

Kal og aut?to BIPA?0, ?rog Kal atnv TEAEToLPY?a, BA?PTOUE LILa dla@OPETIK? Hayder.
E€akoAouBe? va TEPIYP?PEL TA EYKAPUATA UE TO WWOT? 0§? KAl WU? TNE TP?I0, LV0 TIL T?7pa oav



K?TlL va ?XEl AAAEEL. ?XEl YVEL TIO avOp?ravn, T10 TPOOCIT?. H 1oTop?a eval avap@ of?tnta yuxp?
Kal €10ex0?¢, aAA? 0TI (€l TEPIOO?TEPO TNV AVOP?IIVN TITUX? TOL EYKA?UATOC KOl TO
OTOTEA?CUOTO TIOL PAPTOUUE OK2UN KAl O€ EU?¢ TOLC 20100C¢. OI NBIK?C YPOUU?G Va1 BOA?C KAl
TIPELGPP?0UV N LI GTNV PAAN Kl 0 AVOW?20TNG E€VOI OUT?C TIOU KAOAE?TAL IO VA OTIOQAC?0El
TIO1OC EMAI 0 KOK?C KAl TO10¢ ?X1.

Mptv ayop?0w 10 PIBA?0 £?2Xa dOB?0El K?TOIEC KPITIK?C O€ SiteSTOU €EWTEPIKO? KAl €200 2Tl
K?To10l TO BEWPOV TO XEIPTEP? TNC U2XPI T?70d. MPOCWTIK? ?XwW K0T av1?0£Tn ?royr. Met? 1o
KeAMAlopa, TO OTI0?0 BEwP? AVETIIVZANTIO KAl B €01 TO AYATNUAVO oL TIVTA, To A?pua €Val
TO QU?00G ETTAUEVO OTNV TPOT2UNC? HoU. MoU ap?0€l ALT? N OAAQY? TNC CLUYYPA QWG KAl IOV 2XEl
TOLPIZEL.

AT? pva 8,5/10.

KaA?¢ avay?oelg!

Bill says

Anyone who's read my reviews on Birdman and The Treatment knows | have a soft spot for Mo Hayder.
Even though she let me down in Ritual by veering away from Caffrey's storyline regarding his brother, |
cannot forget how those first two novels hit me like abag of bricks. In Ritual, she introduced a new
character, Flea, and | wasn't keen on her. | was much too resentful of where the storyline was going so there
was no way she was going to win me over.

Skinis pretty much a continuation of Ritual. | knew that going in, and normally that would have discouraged
me. But when she keeps putting more books out in the series to higher ratings, | can't resist the chance of
hitting another novel that would match the intensity of the first two.

Well, I'm happy to report that not only was Skin a good read, but | was able to swallow my resentment and
warm up to Flea. Thiswas no Birdman or The Treatment, but it's still Mo Hayder. Her pacing in this novel

was very good, where the alternating storylines made for compulsive reading.

| just hope that with the next novel, Gone, she places more focus on Caffrey and less (or totally eliminate)
The Walking Man. | couldn't care less for him. Or the whole African mojo/jojo story arc for that matter.

Mildly recommended in anticipation of better things to come...

Keith says

| only recently discovered that this mystery novel featuring protagonist Jack Caffery is one of a series about
this British DI and | can now say that | plan on searching out the others. Thisintriguing thriller of moral
decisions faced by two dedicated police officers that feel they must make “the wrong decisions for the right
reasons’ isawinner. Sgt. Flea—a nickname for Phoebe- Marley, head of the Police Divers Recovery Team
and Caffery are co-workers with an undefined shared history, assigned to search for amissing celebrity but



here their paths begin to diverge as each become Involved in a series of events that seriously compromise
their duties as police officers. Mixed in is a mysterious and possibly predacious creature that seems to be
stalking Caffery and a series of suicidesthat are highly suspicious; the result is an intelligent whodunit. The
story’s resolution is unpredictable and surprising and the main characters evolve into two troubled yet
sympathetic personalities. Hey, how much more can you ask from a detective mystery? | highly recommend
this one.

Siobhan says

Thisisabrilliant addition to the Jack Caffery series, if only for all the wrong reasons.

In terms of the grand storyline across the series thisis areally important book. | adored where everything
was heading. In fact, this book turned my view of Flea completely around —in Ritual | had hated her
character yet in Skin | realised just how brilliant she actually is. So yeah, thisis awonderful book for where
therest of the seriesis heading and brings together so many different elements that you want to find out
more about.

That being said, | felt as though the individual crime of this book took a backseat. | wanted more about that
aspect of the story, as| felt as though we did not enter it at the depth we usually do. As always we' re given
an interesting crime but due to the fact that so much is going on in preparation for the rest of the series, along
with bringing in things from prior books, it is not executed aswell asit could have been. | simply wishwe'd
headed deeper into that world and it hadn’t felt as though it was pushed completely aside.

Asawhole | love where this book sends us but | felt as though some aspects were rather lacking.

Nicola Mansfield says

Reason for Reading: Next in the series and Mo Hayder is my favourite author in the world! (at the moment)

Summary: A suicideisfound and everything points to case closed, though the ex-husband does show
concern that things don't seem right. When another suicide with the same MO shows up Jack Caffery asksto
be put on the case as he has found some connections between the two. At the same time cel ebrity rich girl,
Misty Kitson, has simply vanished and police diver Flea Marley has been called in to search afew lakes and
aquarry. Fleaand Jack do not work together in this novel, they are off on their own thistime. Jack's case
takes him to a very strange human being and a sick prolific serial killer while Fleais hit out of the blue by a
family problem that she must deal with and it is something that will change her life forever.

Comments: First off the mystery story was quite good, it did lack Hayder's trademark gruesomeness and
weirdness which I've come to expect but still a strange enough case to be worthy of Hayder's talent. Flea's
story, however, is the one that gets the reader's blood thumping. Not exactly a mystery as we learn the facts
as quickly as Flea does but more pure thriller. What Hayder has done in this book is examine her main
characters personalities and moral boundaries. From earlier books we know what Jack is capable of, but he
has shown determinedly to prove himself the better man he knows he can be. Fleawe've only seen from one
side, this novel tests her boundaries and between them both Mo Hayder has created two very unique main
character detectives for apolice procedural series. Arethey likable? "Can" they be likable? What doesiit say



about the reader if he does like them? Personally, | did not like Jack the first time | met him in "Birdman" but
| grew to like him quite quickly. At thistime | do still like both Flea and Jack but with caveats and | must see
what the next book brings before | make any final decisions. But whether | like them or not as persons, | love
them as the unique, distinct detective team in Hayder's twisted thrillers with plots that no one else could
write.

Par adoxe says

Enal ?ppubo Kol THPATIN?El OVUECA O€ OPKET?C Ol AQOPETIK G LTIOB?0EIC EPYAT?0C. ATT TNV 2AAN
OVOVTAI AETITOU?PEIEC VIO TNV AVOP?ravn UTI?0TOON TWV XOPAKT?pwV, PEAALCTIK?C. Map?tl, Tov
2010 TOV K?2@ePL TOV ATAOTIOIE? KAl KAT? K?T010 TP?TO TOV *'KALoed0TIIE? . H 08 2rapén Tou
MAav?Biou Kal 0l CUVAVT?0EIC LO{? TOL Y?PVOULV K?TI ATT TO 7pWHA TOLU KVO0AL. AUT? N EVT 2o
EVIOXZETAL KAl OTT TN OTIXOMLB?a, TOV TP?MO VTagNng KAl TNV aTU?0@a1pa TIOL A@oP? 10 TOKOA?CE.

2TO TANV N X?7PTIVN OTEIKAI0N TWV oUVAIoONU?twy, OAA? oTa ouv N dl720Taon TNG ox?ong Mt —
Top. 210 0LV ETT20NC, Ol TEIOTIKO? KI aANB0@ave?C 0l A0Y0l KI 211 01 LTIOB?0E1C EPYOT?0C
HEHOVWUAVA OV ENAI KAK?C KI 2X0UV LPAI0TA P20 @V?pIod.

To Bp?dL TNC MAPACKEL?C KAI TO CO7POVTIO TOU ZaBR?ToL KZANCaV EVX?7PIOTA KI 0 pUOU?C ?Tav
YP2YOPOC. Tou talpt?ouy ol Opeth xapunA? Kal VA HTOA KL UE K?010U¢, AUAYO0AQ KAl TIVATC,
ByaApuvo att euBe?0¢ ATt TNV KATAPLEN.

2.5 Je THWtIK? T701. EATI?(0 TO ETTPUEVO VA VAL AV?TEPO, EPAUAANO TV TKULO Kol KeEA?dloua.

Nasia says

2Aa T AL ?, 0¢ COPBAPEVTOUE TIOU AUT? ?XEl TIDVA?0EI T?200 AVT2TUTIO. O7AW OETEPO KGTUVOUIK?
OTO KOTIXI UTIOG KOl EETAVOE? N VIPOTT? QUTO?.

Nick Reys says

Ever since | discovered Mo Hayder last year, | became quite afan of her writing, especially the books about
inspector Caffery. They were exciting, nervewrecking and gross. The last Caffery I've read, Ritual, brought a
really dark undertoneto it all, dealing with the African Muti and Tokoloshe. | was thrilled to know that all of
that would continue in Skin, as would Flea Marley return.

Alas, thisturned out to be everything | hoped it wouldn't be. A not so great sequel.

The plot seems interesting at first, judging by the blurb. A serial killer who skins animals as well as humans.
This would become another gross read like Birdman and The Treatment. The skinning, however, iskept to a
bare minimum, and apart from a dog and arabbit, you can take that quite literally.

The whol e reason behind the skinning and killing that did happen, escaped me. | never got the satisfying
explanation her other books had. Too bad, cause there is quite some potential here.

The search for the killer is also aturn-off. It'sall dark until one connection between two victims is made and



from there on, it's obvious whodunnit. Even then remains the question, why skin -take alil' bit of skin- them?
It's actually not until Caffery enters the house of the killer that we know he 'skinned' them.

Then thereis FleaMarley. In Ritual, she was a pretty cool sidekick to Caffery, but they barely crossed paths
whatsoever here. She was completely minding her own business here. That business made her become
someone completely different. Not the likeable Flea from Ritual but rather an annoying character who
happens to enter the main storyline way too much. Because of al the drama going on in her own personal
life, she chooses to go against the law several times, which made her act out of character, ot so | think.

Everything in this book takes place about a week after the eventsin Ritual, so the Tokoloshe-stuff isall quite
fresh. Where in Ritual everything about this creature was wrapped in mist, here things were revealed a bit
more. Even though it was an interesting thing in Ritual, and fitted nicely in the bigger picture, | felt that he
was kept around just to make things a bit easier for Caffery and Flea.

At the end, the story is clealy not finished, so | truly hope Hayder picks up her game and delivers again,
cause I'd hate to see the storyline lead out in Ritual shrivel down to this and less.

Joanna Reed says

| feel | am being generous when offering this book 3 stars. | was looking forward to reading this following
on from Ritual and seeing how Flea and Caffery's relationship might develop and unfortunately their
interaction was Itd. Y ou also got the impression that this was going to continue with the Tokoloshe whichin
away it did but with areal lack of depth. It seemed like Mo had changed her mind half way through the
book and their story lines although weirdly crossing over they seemed very removed from each other. It felt
like two books mashed together rather than one complete story and within that there were so many references
to past and future potential story linesit detracted from the main story. There was no real depth to the murder
case that Caffery was investigating. A lot of the story was very over the top and so far fetched | struggled to
believe on invest in this one. lacked suspense and rather predictable! However it is easy to read and you will
breeze through it but in anut shell it's very unrealistic and a bit rubbish! In no rush to read the next
instalment as the more | read of Mao's the worse they seem to get.

& #x1f4da; & #x1fdda; & #x1f4da; Janni says

257?

Ich kann weder Fleas noch Cafferys Handlungen nachvollziehen. Auch sind die Charaktere sehr blass und
far mich nicht rund.

Noch will ich Mo Hayder nicht aufgeben, da mir bisher 1 von den 3 gelesenen wirklich sehr gut gefallen hat.
Aber ich beflrchte, dass diese Reihe nichts fir mich ist.

Karina says

Unfortunately, there were too many 'l can't exactly believe thiswould really happen' moments in this book. |



have enjoyed Hayder's books in the past and given them high ratings, but this one didn't deliver aswell as
her previous booksin this series.




