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This carefully edited collection has been designed and formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted
for readability on all devices. Owen Wister (1860-1938) was an American writer and "father" of western
fiction. When he started writing, he naturally inclined towards fiction set on the western frontier. Wister's
most famous work remains the novel The Virginian, set in the Wild West. It describes the life of a cowboy
who isanatural aristocrat, set against a highly mythologized version of the Johnson County War and taking
the side of the large land owners. The Virginian paved the way for many more westerns by such authors as
Zane Grey, Louis L'Amour, and several others. It is also widely regarded as being the first cowboy novel.
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